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Photo of the Month 
 

 

Misty sunset over the Leicestershire countryside 
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Thought for the month 
 

As I write, the shops have now cleared their shelves of surplus Christmas stock, 

the sales are coming to an end and the adverts on TV are reminding us of the 

next big occasion for spending money which is Valentine’s Day. 

The day itself has been a celebration of romantic love since the 14th century and 

many couples mark the day by sending each other gifts, cards, and perhaps going 

out for a special meal. But people who are single can feel a bit lonely at this time, 

even unloved. 

Perhaps society in general, especially the media, gives out a rather warped 

definition of love. Romantic love is actually only one tiny part of what love really is. 

All human beings are born with the capacity both to give love and to receive 

love, and the bible has quite a lot to say about love. 

St. Paul wrote these words: 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 

rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does 

not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never ends.  (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a) 

Jesus came to show the world how much God loves us, he said 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

He made it clear that when we show our love by our actions, then we are 

showing our love for him, 

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked 

and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 

and you visited me. (Matthew 25:36-36) 

Putting love into action can mean involving ourselves with our local community. 

It can mean getting involved in projects like the groups who look after the 

communal gardens in our villages or make the knitted and crocheted displays 

that we see locally which commemorate national events. 
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It can mean supporting our schools or local charities, supporting the food banks 

by buying an extra item when we go shopping to donate in the trolley. 

We can show love by giving a kind word, a word of encouragement, or providing 

a listening ear for someone who is going through a difficult time. 

In a world that sometimes seems rather bleak and troubled, love can change our 

perspective on the things that are happening around us. 

If we understand the true meaning of love and participate in putting love into 

action, then we cannot fail to be transformed in some way by what love itself 

can bring into our lives. 

Rev’d Maria Przeslawski 

From the editor 
Subscriptions 
If you have just re-subscribed to the magazine, thank you! Your subscription 
starts with next month’s issue and runs for 12 months. If you would like to 
subscribe and get the magazine delivered to your door, please get in touch 
(details below). 

Cover 
Our cover shows swans at St. Chad’s Water on a cold evening in mid-January. 

Your stories and photos 
Do you have a story for us? We want your news and views. Let us know what is 
happening in your neighbourhood - about clubs, businesses, charity 
organisations, events and individuals. Whatever is going on in the area we want 
to know about it, so do get in touch! 

Send your information, editorial contributions and letters to magazine@ 
stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk, or contact us by telephone on 01332 874170. 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 
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Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michael’s PCC on behalf 

of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by Castle 

Design & Print, 48 Victoria Road, Draycott. 

Contact the editor by post c/o St. Michael’s Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, 

Derby, DE72 3DX, or see details on page 37. 

Copy Day 
Copy day for the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy should be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk or give us a ring on 874170). Draycott 

news can be passed to Rev’d Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month. 

Verse of the month 
 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, 

it does not boast, it is not proud. 
(1 Corinthians 13:4) 

 

Still Space 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Never too old 
I pushed open the door onto a dingy, cluttered 

room and picked my way carefully to an 

armchair, draped with a large, languid cat. 

June1 was sitting as usual, unable to walk or 

even stand unaided. We chatted as I prepared 

a small area with white cloth, cross, candle, 

bread and wine. Then, during a simple service, 

we shared our thoughts and prayed together 

for our families, carers and the wider world. 

And God was with us. 

 
1 Name has been changed 

mailto:magazine@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk
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It reminds me of the story of Anna in Luke’s gospel. She was a widow of 84 and 

lived in the Temple complex in Jerusalem, devoting herself to a life of prayer (see 

Luke 2: 36-38). When Anna noticed Mary and Joseph coming to present their six-

week-old baby and offer the customary sacrifice, she went straight to them, 

bubbling over with thanksgiving to God because she recognized Jesus as God’s 

chosen one. She was a natural at spreading good news and you can imagine her 

telling everyone she met how the hopes of all Judea rested on the shoulders of 

this beautiful child. 

As the Church celebrates the official end of the Christmas period by reflecting on 

the story of Jesus’ presentation in the Temple and the wise words of Simeon and 

Anna, it is good to remember the many older folk who are still faithfully 

worshipping and serving God today in spite of ill health or rising bills. Some may 

have found their world reduced to one room, some may need much care and 

support, some will still be active in church and community, yet so many continue 

to inspire and bless us. 

For we are all one body in Christ and no one is too old, too young or too frail for 

the Spirit of God to be at work in them. 

April McIntyre, Licenced Lay Minister, St. Michael’s Church, Breaston 

Breaston Village News 
Breaston Parish Council 
Cllr John Luke 
We were extremely saddened to hear of the death of Cllr John Luke at the 

weekend, John had been a member of the Parish Council for over 20 years, 

serving as Chairman and Chair of the Finance Committee during that time. He 

was a tremendous force on the council and a wonderful colleague who will be 

very sadly missed by everyone at the Parish Council. (See a longer obituary on 

page 27.) 

Climate Change Improvements 
We were delighted to receive the relevant permissions from Erewash Borough 

Council for our solar panels at the Parish Rooms. The work should start in the 

middle of February which is really exciting. We have also agreed a contract for 

the floodlights on the court on Perks Park to be replaced with new LED energy-

efficient lights. One of the lights has been out for several weeks and it seemed 
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sensible to replace all of the lamps with climate-friendly fittings whilst the cherry 

picker is on site. This work should take place in April. 

The Cemetery Chapel 
We continue to talk to architects about our plans for the chapel and it is hoped 

that more concrete plans will be in place very soon. 

Perks Park 
We have been working on further funding applications towards the cost of the 

works proposed at Perks Park and hope to have some news soon. 

Parish Council Funding & Precept Increase 
As you will all know we have been working hard on funding applications for a lot 

of the projects that are ongoing in the Parish at the moment and whilst this has 

been very successful it is only funding for specific projects and cannot be used 

on Parish Council running costs.   

We have reviewed the current year’s financial situation and have had to look 

very closely at our budgets for the new financial year as part of the 2023/4 

budget-setting process. 

The current economic climate is problematic and with inflation at such a high 

level, we can expect to see increases in the cost of all services in the coming year, 

with contractors and suppliers having to make increases more frequently it is 

impossible to know how this will impact the Parish Council. Vandalism incurs 

costs on the Parish Council, again making it difficult to accurately forecast 

spending. With key funding from Erewash Borough Council reduced by 10% 

again this year, making the reduction since 2010 more than 40% (£30,066.60), 

we had to review the services provided by the Parish Council and look at what 

A tranquil scene in Breaston Cemetery 
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could be lost, having undertaken this process for several years now it is not easy 

to find any savings and therefore we have had to take the difficult decision to 

increase the precept from £51,840.00 to £74,719.20.   

Currently, a Band D property in Breaston pays £30.56 per annum to the Parish 

Council. The increase will make this approximately £44.00 per year per band D 

household. (£3.66 per month, £0.85 per week or £0.12 per day!) 

Description 2021/2 2022/3* 2023/4 

Grounds Maintenance 28,220.81 30,860.00 34,521.00 

Employment 52,859.37 54,713.40 64,608.50 

Public Loos Perks Park 2,724.36 3,950.00 4,345.00 

Running Costs (including Parish Rooms, Christmas 
costs, summer climbing wall and dog bags) 

16,205.52 15,635.00 18,041.04 

Total 100,010.06 105,158.40 121,515.54 

Income to date       

Precept 51,840.00 51,840.00 74,719.20 

Concurrent 45,976.00 45,976.00 41,378.40 

Other Income incl rents/grants/ burial fees** 55,526.42 45,830.86 22,783.24 

VAT returns** 9,446.59 9,993.21 10,000.00 

Interest reserve a/c 42.20 225.47 250.00 

Total 162,831.21 153,865.54 149,130.84 

*2022/3 figures to Jan 23;     **Other Income/ VAT Returns estimated 

Some of the services that you get for your money 
We own and maintain the following green spaces in the village: 

• Duffield Close 

• Perks Park including pavilion, public toilets, football pitches, Multi Use 

Games Area, Play & Gym equipment 

• The Queen Elizabeth II Garden (formerly named Jubilee Garden) 

• Centenary Garden 

• Memorial Garden 

• we also lease and maintain Johnson’s Meadow a public open space at the 

west end of the village 

• Litter picking, grass cutting, tree and hedge maintenance, poo picking, poo 

bag provision and bin emptying – all part of the working week 

• Floral displays in the village centre, hanging baskets at the PCMR, St 

Michael’s Churchyard, planters outside the Bull’s Head, Chemist and in the 

Green, along with lamp post baskets at the west end and centre of the village 

are all provided by the Parish Council. 
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• Whilst we don’t own or lease the churchyard, we are also responsible for the 

grounds maintenance of St Michael’s Churchyard and boundary wall. Along 

with this, we maintain the church clock. 

• We own and manage Breaston Cemetery and chapel and are the burial 

authority, managing burial services for the site, liaising with bereaved 

families, funeral directors, the local registry offices, and stone masons etc. 

• We organise and fund numerous public events throughout the year including 

the Gala, Summer Band Concert Remembrance Service and Carol Concert. 

We provide Christmas lights at the Church and in the Green each year and 

bunting for summer events too! 

• We are responsible for three (soon to be four) public defibrillators, carrying 

out weekly checks to ensure that they will work when needed. 

• We own and manage the CCTV system in the Green and hope to soon install 

a second system on Perks Park. 

• We administer and manage the local Speedwatch team, and the Clerk and 

Caretaker can often be seen out with the team and the speed gun trying to 

make the village a safer place to live. 

• We provide a local link to Derbyshire County Council, Erewash Borough 

Council, the Environment Agency, Severn Trent Water and others. We lobby 

on behalf of residents regarding services provided by the principal 

authorities. Issues raised include the perennial potholes, blocked drains, 

street cleaning, flooding, and planning applications. 

This list is not exhaustive, and many other weird and wonderful things happen 

each week to keep the Clerk and Caretaker busy. We hope you agree that the 

precept costs you pay are reasonable. We will of course continue to work hard 

with careful budget monitoring and financial management to ensure that the 

Parish Council continues to provide excellent value for money. 

Casual Vacancies 
We now have two vacancies on the Council, and anyone interested in becoming 

a councillor should contact the Clerk for more information.  

The Scourge of Vandalism 
It is so disappointing to have to report again about vandalism in our open spaces. 

Last month the toilets on Perks Park were vandalised again with the soap 

dispenser and loo roll holder badly damaged. Thankfully they have been repaired 

and replaced. This weekend a memorial bench in the Sensory Garden on Duffield 

Close was very badly damaged by four boys for no apparent reason whatsoever. 
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The incident was caught by CCTV and the footage will be shared with the police. 

All of the boys were dressed mainly in black, one 

on a dark grey/black bike, one on a blue and silver 

bike and one on a distinctive red bike – he also 

wore black and red gloves, and the other boy wore 

black Nike trainers with the tick logo in white on 

the side and carried a grey man bag. IF YOU 

RECOGNISE THIS DESCRIPTION, PLEASE CONTACT 

THE CLERK (details below).  

Bulb Planting 
Just before Christmas, Councillors were out in the 

really cold weather digging fit to bust (see picture, 

right) trying to get the bulbs into the ground. Many 

thanks also go to the children from the Spring 

Valley School who helped with the planting. 

Contact details 
Please follow us on www.facebook.com/Breaston-Parish-Council-

100893088372240. 

Phone (01332) 870119  Email clerk@breastonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Nicala O’Leary, Parish Clerk 

Men’s Danger Club 
Our January meeting was a visit to the Long Eaton Indoor Bowls Club and our 

report will be in the February Edition. As most of you know we meet on the 

fourth Friday of the month which is after the deadline for this magazine so details 

of our meetings have to be a month later. 

We have a wide variety of interesting events for 2023 including a talk by the Rail 

Accident Investigation Branch, Sarah’s Second Quirky Quiz and Molkky (more 

about that in a future edition). 

Our next meeting which is on Friday 24th February will be a “Bits and Bobs” 

evening with locals Bob and Del Neill famous for their artefacts and curiosities. 

They bring objects used by our ancestors for us, in groups, to puzzle over and to 

work out what they were used for. An interesting and challenging evening and 

very enjoyable. 

http://www.facebook.com/Breaston-Parish-Council-100893088372240
http://www.facebook.com/Breaston-Parish-Council-100893088372240
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Join us at St. Mary’s Church Hall starting at 7.30 for just £5.00. Well worth it for 

an evening out including a pint. 

Contact details are on page 37. 

John, Colin, Adrian and John 

Breaston W.I. News 
It’s surely not too late to say that Breaston WI wishes 

everybody a Happy New Year! 

We held several events to lead us into Christmas. 

The Harrington group which was hosted by Breaston was very well attended by 

the other WI clubs in the group. The theme was Christmas traditions around the 

world. Each WI chose a country to talk about. Breaston WI's contribution was 

from Ania who told us about a Polish Christmas. The evening was also supported 

by the Village Singers. 

The last business meeting was an in-house event. We had a very varied quiz with 

several members planning questions around a set topic. The evening ended with 

Melody doing a game requesting people to look in their handbags; the first 

person who brought up a given item such as a stamp was the winner. This rapidly 

became a fast and competitive game. We also had a finger buffet with members 

bringing contributions. This was alongside a Christmas drink. 

Jenny Lord 

Breaston Belles W.I. 
We had a very busy December starting 

with being entertained by The Village 

Singers, including two of our members, 

at our monthly meeting. We were 

encouraged to join in the singing and 

our celebration was completed by a 

good helping of mince pies 

and tea. Our competition of 

the month was won by Helen 

Percival with a lovely glass 

winter scene which was 

The Village Singers entertaining 
the Breaston Belles 
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absolutely beautiful, and we will all be able to try that craft in the spring. 

The following day a group of us went to the Denby Christmas Market. There were 

plenty of shops and stalls to be investigated and we all came away with 

something essential, together with a full tummy after sampling the delicious 

cakes and drinks. 

Our very own Anne Bladen (right) was in the cast of Star 

Safari, a Nativity which takes the audience on a shared 

journey around Bethlehem. The singing was excellent and 

the interaction with the audience was very original and fun, 

drawing us into the story in a very poignant way. 

Our Christmas lunch at Risley Hall organised by Enid and 

Anne was appreciated and well attended. The meal and the 

service were excellent and the ice-covered willow tree 

helped set the festive scene. 

For further information contact our Communications 

Secretary Georgina Walker on 0115 9724290 or email 

breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Draycott Village News 
Draycott and Church Wilne Parish Council News 
Budget for 2023-24 
Erewash Borough Council has informed us that they will be reducing the amount 
of concurrent functions funding by 10% this year and coupled with increased 
costs for maintaining all of the facilities, we have no choice but to increase the 
precept – this is collected by EBC via your council tax bill. The increase for Band 
D paying properties is £13.17 which will equate to an annual payment of £76.15 
(again this is subject to the number of properties paying Band D so might change 
slightly when EBC do the final calculations. 

All of the budget information is on our website but below are the budgets from 
the past four years for your information. 
 

Payment budget category 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 

Repairs and maintenance  £59,475.93   £74,758.32 £53,008.35 £53,410.00 

Utility Costs  £4,290.89   £3,574.61  £4,655.89 £4,151.99 

PWLB Repayments  £3,475.70   £3,475.70  £3,326.36 £3,326.36 

Running Costs (including insurance)  £10,871.08   £6,605.39  £8,658.01 £7,940.16 

Employment  £28,754.25   £29,421.43  £33,960.54 £37,356.59 

General Power of Competence  £6,570.00   £10,583.00  £38,867.42 £13,235.00 
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Non-recurring expenses  £2,222.88   £2,000.00  £2,000.00 £2,000.00 

Total payments budget  £115,660.72   £130,418.46  £144,476.57 £121,420.10 
 

Receipts (income) budget category 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 

Bank Interest  £ 100.00   £ 100.00  £50.00 £100.00 

Burial ground  £4,000.00   £4,000.00  £4,000.00 £4,000.00 

Precept (see paragraph below)  £48,491.45   £48,306.00  £61,426.20 £75,000.00 

Concurrent Functions  £30,171.00   £30,171.00  £30,171.00 £27,123.90 

Contribution from DPC Reserves  £5,944.42   £35,691.46  £5,417.73 £0 

Recharges  £2,133.03   £2,000.00  £2,000.00 £2,000.00 

Rents - others  £2,300.00   £2,300.00  £2,144.92 £2,144.92 

Rents Football Clubs  £1,500.00   £500.00  £1,500.00 £1,500.00 

VAT Refund  £8,670.82   £6,000.00  £10,000.00 £7,171.28 

Rents St Chad's Water  £350.00   £350.00  £350.00 £400.00 

Grants / Playscheme  £11,000.00           -    £26,416.72 £1,200.00 

Fishing Club – Donation from Guest 
Ticket Fees 

 £1,000.00   £1,000.00  £1,000.00 £750.00 

Total receipts budget £115,660.72 £130,418.46 £144,476.57 £121,420.10 

You will see that even though we are increasing the precept, the budget is less 

than last year. This is achieved by obtaining grants to cover costs for new items 

and facilities where we can. Examples of the grants received (some are still in 

progress) are East Midlands Airport, EBC, DCC Members Fund and Draycott 

Village Fund – these grants have totalled £26,416.72 for the year 2022-23. As we 

cannot guarantee success in obtaining grants, this year’s budget for 2023-24 for 

grants is £1,200.00 – we have once again committed to only purchasing capital 

items or new equipment if grant funding can be obtained. 

We hope that you feel that the amount of precept that we request via EBC is 

value for money for all of the amenities we manage and look after on your 

behalf. 

Reminder of amenities owned by the Parish Council 
• The Parish Rooms Office and Meeting Room 

• The Leisure Green (whole of the land/area) including leasing the Scout Hall 

on a repair basis lease to Scouts, the MUGA, the Concrete Table Tennis and 

Chess Table area, the land underneath the Table Tennis Club, Army Cadet Hut 

and Garage as well as the CCTV around the Leisure Green 

• Draycott Cemetery 

• Draycott Playing Fields including the Football Pavilion 

• St Chads Local Nature Reserve 

In addition, the Draycott Millennium Green Trust (which is fully managed by the 

Councillors as Trustees) own the Play Areas on both sides of Hopwell Road (cycle track) 
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Flag Pole in the Village 
Our thanks to DCC Councillor Robert Parkinson for funding the purchase and 
installation of a Flag Pole in the village. It was scheduled to be installed on 27th 
January, in line with the end of the Table Tennis Club building facing onto Derby 
Road. 

Meetings 
The next meeting date is Tuesday 7th February at 7 pm – all are welcome to 

attend 

Office 
The office is open to the public on the following days and hours  

• Tuesdays from 9:30 am – 1:30 pm 

• Wednesdays from 9:30 am – 1:30 pm 

I might be out and about around the Parish, so it’s always best to call or email to 

check I’m in or to make an appointment. 

Tel: 01332 875278  

Email: clerk@draycott-pc.gov.uk Website: www.draycott-pc.gov.uk 

Sheena Butcher, Draycott Parish Clerk 

Draycott and Wilne Women's Institute 
Our December events are always away from our usual meeting place. As 

previously reported, we shared a festive evening with our local Harrington Group 

of WIs for Christmas activities in Breaston, and a Christmas meal out together. 

The January meeting gave us the 

opportunity of learning about the 

restoration of the local Bennerley 

Viaduct. It really is an impressive 

structure. We are looking forward 

to our February 16th meeting, 

when we will try our hand at 

stained glass work.  

Draycott & Wilne WI meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Methodist 

Church Hall, Market Street at 7:30 pm.  We would love to see any ladies join us.   

Further information through draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com. 

Kris Bingham  
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Church News 
Church of England Services 
St. Michael’s, Breaston and St. Mary’s Draycott 
Wed 1st 10:30 Holy Communion St Michael's 

Thu 2nd 10:00 Renew Cafe St Michael's  
7:00 Living Hope Prayer/Support Group St Michael's 

Fri 3rd 10:00 Sunbeams St Mary's 

Sat 4th 10:00 Church open for private prayer St Michael's 

Sun 5th 8:45 Holy Communion St Michael's  
10:30 Holy Communion St Mary's  
10:30 Holy Communion St Michael's 

Mon 6th 10:00 Sunbeams St Michael's 

Tue 7th 7:25 Julian Meeting St Michael's 

Wed 8th 10:30 Holy Communion St Michael's 

Thu 9th 10:00 Renew Cafe St Michael's  
3:30 Messy Church Draycott Methodist Church 

Fri 10th 10:00 Sunbeams St Mary's 

Sat 11th 10:00 Church open for private prayer St Michael's 

Sun 12th 8:45 Holy Communion St Michael's  
10:30 Celebration Service St Michael's  
10:30 Holy Communion St Mary's  
4:00 Evensong Service St Michael's 

Mon 13th 10:00 Sunbeams St Michael's 

Wed 15th 10:30 Holy Communion St Michael's 

Thu 16th 10:00 Renew Cafe St Michael's 

Fri 17th 10:00 Sunbeams St Mary's 

Sat 18th 10:00 Church open for private prayer St Michael's 

Sun 19th 8:45 Holy Communion by extension St Michael's  
10:30 (no service) St Mary's  
10:30 All-Age Worship St Michael's 

Tue 21st 2:15 Julian Meeting St Michael's 

Wed 22nd 10:30 Ash Wednesday -Holy 
Communion with ashing 

St Michael's 

Thu 23rd 10:00 Renew Cafe St Michael's 

Sat 25th 10:00 Church open for private prayer St Michael's 

Sun 26th 8:45 Holy Communion St Michael's  
10:30 Holy Communion St Mary's  
10:30 Celebration Service St Michael's 

Mon 27th 10:00 Sunbeams St Michael's 

 

Our website (covering both churches) is www.wdbchurches.org.uk. 
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Facebook 
Keep in touch with what’s happening at St. Michael’s and St. Mary’s by looking 
at our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stmarysdraycottandstmichaelsbreaston/ 
 

Do join us for daily prayer at 9:30 am Monday to Thursday on our Facebook page. 

Children and Youth Work 
Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Groups 

St Michaels’ Church, Breaston Mondays from 10 to 11:30 am 

St. Mary’s Church Hall, Draycott Fridays from 10 to 11:30 

Term time only.  Price: £2.50   Contact Jodie McConnell (see page 37) 

Explorers 

Activities, games, Bible stories and snacks for Primary School children at Key 

Stage 2. Tuesdays 3:30-5 pm during term time in St. Michael’s Church, Breaston. 

Contact Jodie McConnell (see page 37) 

Breaston Youth Café  

For ages 11–16 (school years 7–11). Table tennis, X-box, tuck shop, table football, 
crafts and quiet space. Tuesdays 6:30–8:30 pm in St. Michael’s Hall, Breaston 
during term time. Contact Steve Lacey (see page 37) 

Draycott Methodist Church 
Market Street Draycott DE72 3NB 

Service times 
Feb 5th 10:30 am Rev. Colin Emerson Cafe Church 

Feb 12th 10:30 am Mr Roy Milward 

Feb 19th 10:30 am Mr Peter Goddard All Age Worship 

Feb 26th 10:30 am Mrs Janet Patmore 

Please come and join us – you will receive a warm welcome 

Winter Services at Draycott Methodist Church 
During the colder months of January, February and March we are planning on 

holding our Sunday morning services in the church hall. The church itself takes 

several hours to heat up whereas the hall can be warm within 20 minutes. This 

is both an economic decision and an environmental one. 

No matter where we meet, our fellowship and worship are the same and God is 

still with us. Please come and join us – remember to use the hall door. 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarysdraycottandstmichaelsbreaston/
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Our Lent Cross 
The first Sunday of Lent is February 26th this year. It is our custom at Draycott 

Methodist Church to use a large wooden cross as a focal point during our Lent 

Services. Each week an item is added and an appropriate passage from the Bible 

is read, to remind us of the events of Easter. These vary slightly from year to year 

but have included: large stones to represent the wilderness, some palm leaves, 

a chalice and bread roll, a water bowl and towel, a money bag to remind us of 

Judas’ betrayal, a whip, a cockerel (not a real one!), a purple robe, a crown of 

thorns, On Easter Sunday these items are all removed and replaced with fresh 

spring flowers which cover the cross. These signify the New Life of the Risen 

Jesus and the New Life that he offers to each one of us if we trust in Him. 

Breaston Methodist Church 
Sunday Services and other events 
Thu 2 Feb Thinking About God 2 pm in the hall 
Fri 3 Feb Lunch Club 12 noon in the hall 
Sun 5 Feb Sunday Service Led by Louise Lawrenson 
Wed 8 Feb Tea and Teacakes 10 am to 12 noon in the hall 
Sun 12 Feb Communion Service Led by Rev Melanie Stoodley 
Thu 16 Feb Thinking About God 2 pm in the hall 
Fri 17 Feb Lunch Club 12 noon in the hall 
Sun 19 Feb Sunday Service Led by Ray Heasley      
Wed 22 Feb Tea and Teacakes 10 am to 12 noon in the hall 
Thu 23 Feb Table Talk 2 pm in the hall 
Sun 26 Feb Sunday Service* Local Arrangement led by the 

congregation * 
Thu 2 Mar Thinking About God 2 pm in the hall 
Fri 3 Mar Lunch Club 12 noon in the hall 
Fri 3 Mar World Day of Prayer service 2 pm in Breaston Methodist 

Church 
Sun 5 Mar Sunday Service Paula Dawson 
Sun 5 Mar Café Church 3 pm for coffee and a chat before 

the service at 3:30 pm – led by 
Joanne Peek 

Services, start at 10:30 am 

*We have a choice of services on 26 February of either the local arrangement 

service at Breaston or a United Service at Kingswood Methodist Church. 

The service at Kingswood starts at 10 am 
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Minister’s Reflection 
Winter finally feels like it is on its way and the cold weather is beginning to bite 

so we are going to wrap up tight to stay warm. You may have heard the story of 

the competition that the wind and the sun were having one day. 

The Wind and the Sun 

A long time ago, the Sun and the Wind were having a conversation on a pleasant 

day. Suddenly, the Wind said something strange. “You do know that I am more 

powerful than you, right?” said the Wind. 

The Sun replied calmly, “Why are you suddenly saying this, my friend? Both of us 

have our share of weaknesses and strengths, so it is not possible to decide who 

is more powerful.” 

“Are you trying to say that I am not powerful?” asked the Wind angrily. 

“No, my friend. Calm down. I did not say anything like that”, replied the Sun. “All 

I am saying is it’s not good to be arrogant”. 

However, the Wind got offended. “Very well!” the Wind said. “Let’s have a 

competition right now to decide who is stronger”. As the Wind said this, its eyes 

went on a traveller passing by. The traveller had a scarf and a coat on, walking 

pleasantly. “Look there! Let’s see who will be able to make the man take off his 

scarf and coat faster”, said the Wind. 

“Okay, my friend. Let’s have a competition”, the Sun agreed half-heartedly, as it 

did not want to compete with its friend. 

The Wind blew a little. It made the man’s scarf and his coat move a little. “See 

what I can do with this little effort!” said the Wind boastfully. “Now, let me show 

you some more of my power.” 

The Wind started blowing fiercely, which made the scarf and the coat flap in the 

air. The more force the Wind would put, the more it made the scarf and the coat 

flap in the air. At one time, it even made the scarf almost leave the man’s neck, 

but he caught it and tied it around his neck. The fiercer the Wind blew, the tighter 

the man would tuck his coat. 

He started feeling so cold with all the Wind blowing around him that he wrapped 

his scarf and coat around him and sat by the road. 

The Wind knew it had failed to take the man’s scarf and the coat off. 

“Okay, now it’s your turn, and I would like to see how you perform”, the Wind 

said, turning towards the Sun. 
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The Sun did not say anything and smiled a little with warmth at the man. 

The man immediately felt a little comfortable and stood up. He started walking 

his way again. 

“Is that it? Is that all you can do? Just smile at the man?” questioned the Wind. 

The Sun looked at the Wind and smiled gently. 

He started shining a little brightly. He was not putting in so much effort as the 

Wind did. 

The man started feeling warmer and warmer when finally, he could not take it 

any longer. He started sweating. 

He felt so hot that he removed his scarf and took off his coat. 

The Wind was surprised to see this. The Sun won the competition! 

“Wow, my friend!” he said. “I think I underestimated the effect of gentleness. I 

thought only power could make things happen in this world, but I was so wrong.” 

“Now that you have understood that, let’s come together and make the man feel 

a little better”, said the Sun. “the poor man had to suffer so much because of our 

competition.” 

After that, the Sun shone brightly, and the Wind also started blowing, making 

the weather pleasant. The man became delighted and carried on with his 

journey with a smile on his face. 

Did you know just like the Sun in this Story with the same result God smiles on 

us and we can ask him to do that each and every day? “Smile on me and teach 

me your laws (Psalm 119:135). “Make your face shine on your servant; save me 

in your steadfast love!” (Psalm 31:16). And God’s smile makes life better too. 

Psalm 4:6 says: “Many people say, ‘Who will show us better times?’ Let your face 

smile on us, LORD.” So ask God to smile on you today. 

Tea and Teacake @ Breaston Methodist Church 
Take a break - have a cup of tea and a teacake. On alternate Weds Breaston 

Methodist Church serves Tea and Teacakes in the hall. Everyone is most welcome 

to come and join us on Wednesdays 8th and 22nd February between 10 am to 

12 noon. 

Table Talk 
We hold these social events with the intention of having a good chat with 

friends. Everyone is welcome to join in and we hope that new members will soon 



 23 

 

become friends. We start with a hot drink and cake or biscuits. ‘Table Talk’ cards 

are used to provide us with random subjects and to stimulate conversation, 

although you are welcome to say as much or as little as you want. Our meeting 

in Feb is on Thursday, 23rd February at 2 pm in the church hall. 

Due to the dramatically increased cost of heating, we have decided to contribute 

£1 each per session towards the cost of heating during the colder months. 

For more details, please speak to Doreen or Paul or email 

breastonmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Lunch Club 
The Lunch Club is a place where you can enjoy a three-course meal in a warm 

and welcoming atmosphere. The food is good, the company is even better, and 

the conversation can be stimulating. The meals take place every other Friday. 

The next meetings are on 3rd February and 3rd March each meal costs £5. For 

more information or if you would like to join in either by eating a meal or as a 

volunteer helping to provide the meals please speak to Nancy or email 

breastonmethodistchurch@gmail.com. 

Thinking about God Group 
We have started a new series of meetings looking at John’s gospel. John was one 

of the people who knew Jesus well, he was with Jesus throughout his ministry. 

When we read John’s gospel, we are reading an account written by a man who 

had looked Jesus in the eye, talked with him face to face, stood at the foot of the 

cross and met the risen Christ. Whether you are new to Christianity or an expert 

theologian you will be most welcome in the Thinking About God group. We will 

be doing our best to enjoy relaxed discussions of significant Christian truths and 

apply them to our own experiences. The next 3 meetings will be on 2 February, 

16 February and 2 March at 2:00 pm in the hall at Breaston Methodist Church. 

For more details please speak to Doreen, Arnold or Paul or email 

breastonmethodistchurch@gmail.com. 

Café Church 
This is a different type of service which is more relaxed than a normal service 

and gives us a chance to rejoice in the Love of God. Please join us on Sunday 5th 

March at 3 pm for coffee and a chat before the service which starts at 3:30 pm. 

Paul Bowdler 

mailto:breastonmethodistchurch@gmail.com
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Renew Café at Breaston 
Renew Wellbeing is a “cafe style” shared space where 

anyone can come along to share a hobby, have a chat and 

a cuppa. There is also a quiet area where you can take 

time out to meditate or pray.  

The sessions are run weekly on a Thursday morning 10 

am–12 pm at St Michael’s church in Breaston. The church 

is set out with large tables and a selection of activities 

such as jigsaws, colouring and board games. 

If you are free and fancy coming along any Thursday morning, we would love to 

see you. You can find out more here wdbchurches.org.uk/index.php/wdb-whats-

on/renew-wellbeing or drop us a line at renew@wdbchurches.org.uk. For more 

info ring (01332) 872094 or email renew@wdbchurches.org.uk. 

Rachel Huskisson 

Messy Church 

At Draycott Methodist Church, corner of Market Street & Derwent Street 

Thursday December 8th from 3:30 – 5:30  

Our theme this month:   

LOVE!  God’s love for us and our love for others 

Who for? Everyone!  Children must come with an adult. 

Come and join us for crafts, fun, food and worship. 

For further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412), Jodie McConnell 

(07711 270109) or Mary Murden (01332 873388) 

Organised by Draycott Churches Together 

mailto:renew@wdbchurches.org.uk
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World Day of Prayer 
This year’s service will be held on 

Friday 3rd March at 2 pm in 

Breaston Methodist Church. The 

service, which has been prepared 

by the Christian women of Taiwan, 

is entitled “I have heard about your 

faith”. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Refreshments will be available after 

the service. 

From the press release: “Our sisters 

in Taiwan are sending us blessings 

with the service they have prepared 

for World Day of Prayer 2023. Taiwan is an island rich in natural resources and 

culturally diverse. The women of Taiwan share the issues faced geographically, 

politically and socially and also their hopes for the future. Let us join with them 

as we give thanks for the beautiful island and people of Taiwan and encourage 

one another in our faith just as Apostle Paul did in his letters.  

“World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organisation which enables 

us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world: their hopes, 

concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day is vast. An international 

committee is based in New York and there are national committees in each 

participating country. Regional conferences meet to consider the service and 

then local groups make their plans. Finally, at a church near you on Friday, March 

3rd 2023 people will gather to celebrate the service prepared by the women of 

Taiwan. 

“The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in Samoa and 

prayer in native languages travels throughout the world --- through Asia, Africa, 

the Middle East, Europe and the Americas before finishing in American Samoa 

some 38 hours later. 

“For further information and resources, together with details of services in your 

area, see the WDP website: wwdp.org.uk.” 
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Update from Myanmar 
May I wish you all a very happy and healthy New Year and at the same time give 

you all an update on my grandson and his family in Myanmar. 

Alex and Jo had another baby girl in 

November, her name is Grace Joy. 

The troubles within Myanmar however 

remain exactly the same, everything is at 

a complete standstill and there is nothing 

commercial happening at all. 

Alex (and Jo when she can) is working in 

the mafia-run red light area, where people 

have no food or accommodation. Alex is 

providing them with soup and offering 

prayer and preaching wherever he can. 

Alex quoted to me on our phone call at Christmas "when you have nothing the 

only thing you do have is God " 

As a family, we worry about them, but Alex is always positive he believes he is 

doing what God wants him to do and he is not afraid. He also says how much he 

wished he could talk to my late husband about everything he is doing – Chris 

would have been so proud of him. 

I read in the paper some weeks ago that Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar's ousted 

leader was taken back to court and her sentence has increased again by another 

7 years, making a total life sentence of 33 years to be served in prison. 

I continue to pray for peace and fairness in Myanmar and of course Ukraine, both 

countries are facing such difficult times. I heard some days ago, eventually all 

tyrants will die and then they have to go face-to-face with the “Christ Child”. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this article; your prayers would be very 

much appreciated. 

Maureen Hayne 
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Articles 
John Luke 1939–2023 
It is with sadness that we report the death of John Luke on 7th January. John 

died peacefully at home with his family after a long progressive illness. 

John was born in Kingsbury Hospital, Wembley on 21st July 1939 and was 

educated at Kingsbury County Grammar School until he became an apprentice 

compositor at the age of 16 for various printers in London. He eventually became 

a marketing manager for C&A in London before moving to Courtaulds in 

Spondon as a sales manager. 

 Later he was appointed Managing 

Director for a succession of 

companies - E & A Richards on Queens 

Road in Nottingham being the first. 

They were lace makers and had 

factories in Draycott, Bobbers Mill and 

Sandiacre. They manufactured heavy-

gauge knitwear and were the first 

company to supply George Davies of 

Next at their first fashion store. After 

that he moved to Charnos in Ilkeston 

as MD, and then to Cosmopolitan 

Textiles in Cheshire, making 

components for trainers (Reebok, 

Nike, Adidas etc), along with car lining 

materials and other textile 

components. 

That led to a position at Cosmo Hong Kong, and the family moved there in 1994 

for three years. John was the MD of a textile factory in the New Territories. They 

returned to the UK in 1997, when John retired. 

John believed in “giving back” and voluntary work and will be well known by 

parents in the area for his voluntary work for 24 years as a Young Enterprise 

Business Advisor, sharing his wealth of business knowledge at Ockbrook School, 

Wilsthorpe School, Friesland School, Ecclesbourne School and Autistic School 

Bladen House, Burton on Trent. Two of the schools made it to the finals in 

London. He had a special relationship with Ockbrook school, being a governor 
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there for over 20 years with responsibility 

for finance. He was a Breaston  Parish 

Councillor for many years, chairing the 

Finance Committee and, for much of the 

time, the whole Council itself. The Parish 

Clerk commented: “John was always 

helpful and extremely supportive, 

especially in his role as Chair of the 

Finance Committee; I will certainly miss 

his ebullient presence around the table”. 

Friends and colleagues have said of him 

“he was an important mentor, having a good time whilst providing wise advice”, 

“he was larger than life, a real man’s man, a gentleman of distinction”, and 

“everyone was entitled to John Luke’s opinion”! He was someone that “you 

always knew where you stood with John Luke”. 

He was husband to Jill, father to Jason, Joanna and Hannah, and grandfather to 

William, Matthew and Esme. 

There will be private family cremation, and a “Celebration of Life” to be 

organized at the end of February, date to be confirmed. 

For further information please email jandjluke@btinternet.com. 

Penfriends forever! 
In 1958 the Derbyshire Education Committee arranged a school exchange 

scheme with Darmstadt in Germany. It must have been one of the first such 

schemes after the 2nd World War and I was lucky enough to be allowed to go. 

What a privilege it was – a scheme for all of Derbyshire and there were only 20 

places. I guess money was tight back then and, in some cases, memories were 

too fresh in parents' minds. A young girl named Joyce from Little Eaton stayed 

with my German partner’s school friend. 

Travel back then was not as easy as stepping onto a plane, we had to travel by 

boat and then train, it was a full day's journey! 

 My host family had a 15-year girl named Inge and over the years she has become 

my oldest and best friend. I stayed with Inge and her family for 3 weeks. I cannot 

say I did not feel homesick at times, everything was so different, but I loved the 

experience we went to school every day by train, and we had days out visiting 

Heidelberg, Rüdesheim and the spa town of Bad Nauheim. By the end of the 

John (back row, right) and other 
councillors handing out 

commemorative coins to mark HM 
The Queen's 90th birthday in 2016 
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three weeks Inge, her parents and siblings had become 

my second family and we are still very close today. 

Inge came to stay with me in 1959 and I endeavoured 

to make her trip as varied as mine had been, we 

attended school together and we visited Chatsworth, 

Stratford on Avon and one weekend we went to 

Flamborough Head near Bridlington to stay in the 

caravan we owned at that time. 

I think that for most who did that exchange trip, their 

friendship may have ended after the return exchange: 

but not for Inge and myself. In 1961 I travelled back to 

Germany (again by boat and train) and then in 1962 

Inge and her boyfriend, now her husband came to stay with me again. 

As the years have passed, we both have married, and have had children but we 

have always kept in touch by letter or cards. 

As a family we all went to stay in Germany in 1976 it was so good to see them all 

again. Over the years, of course, travel has become easier, so we have been back 

and forward many times over the last 65 years. I am so proud, and I know that 

our exchange has had such a positive impact on our lives. 

Maureen Hayne 

Gardener Steve 
Welcome to February’s Gardening! As I bring you this 

month's article, our gardens have seen quite a bit of rainfall 

and milder temperatures mean we have seen some growth 

such as the lawns – I don't think they have ever stopped 

growing! But as I sit here to write this month's gardening, 

we have had some snow flurries and temperatures lower 

than we would expect in February. Perennials that I didn't 

trim down last year are now looking fabulous in the winter 

garden with this dusting of frost on them – it’s surprising 

what interest they can bring. Another tip is that by leaving this growth it protects 

the new growth emerging for this coming spring. 

In between these weather fronts, it has been nice to get out into our gardens 

even just for an hour. But wrap up and don't forget your favourite cuppa – it 

really makes such a difference. 

Inge (left) and Maureen 
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Have you noticed the nights are slowly starting to draw out? Things are starting 

to wake up as the spring bulbs make an appearance and, in some places, the 

early daffodils are in bloom. 

Hellebores, which I absolutely love are showing plenty of colour at the moment, 

but don't forget to trim off the tatty and dead leaf just leaving the flowers as this 

will really showcase the flowers and they won't be hidden by the leaf – such a 

good tip! February is the month for the Snowdrops, so enjoy what colour you 

have in your garden and remember that Spring is on the way! 

Some jobs to be doing this month 
•  Lift and divide snowdrops once they have flowered and are still ‘in the green’ 

if you want to move them or create more plants 

• Continue to plant bare-root trees, shrubs and roses as long as the ground is 

not frozen or waterlogged 

• Mulch perennial vegetables such as Asparagus and Artichokes with well-

rotted manure or garden compost 

• Start chitting early potatoes - stand them on end in a module tray or egg box 

and place them in a bright, cool, frost-free place 

• Start sowing vegetable seeds such as leeks, onions and celeriac under cover 

 

Gardener Steve’s Plant Of The Month 
Helleborus Orientalis 

Helleborus orientalis is one of the 

nicest plants I can think of for colour 

in the garden in February, which is 

why it’s my plant of the month. 

Hellebores produce large clusters of 

saucer-shaped flowers with white, 

pink, green, mauve or smoky purple 

flowers. The large leathery, 

evergreen leaves persist throughout 

the year but should be cut back in 

the spring when flowers and new 

foliage emerge so then you can really focus on the magnificent blooms. 

Hellebores are perennial, long-lived, and become larger each year. They bring 

colour to any border and can be used in a rock garden and woodland garden and 

will even naturalise. 
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Flowering period Late winter to early spring 

Height and Spread 30cm (12”) - 90cm (36”) 

Position Sun or shade 

Soil Humus - rich, well-drained 

Hardiness Hardy perennial 

Propagation By division in early spring after flowering or later in the 

year in September. Divide the clump into several pieces of 

a reasonable size and replant 

Pruning Remove faded flowers after flowering and keep plants 

tidy by removing damaged leaves 

Pest and Diseases They suffer from certain pest and disease problems such 

as hellebore aphid, hellebore black death, hellebore leaf 

miner and leaf spot. Remove affected leaves 

The Joy Of Snowdrops 
One of the first flowers to see as we go into the new year is the Snowdrop and 

when they are in flower we know that the brighter days of spring are on the way. 

It is a herbaceous plant that belongs to the family Amaryllidaceae. There are 20 

different species of snowdrops that originate from Europe and Asia and some 

species are listed as vulnerable or even endangered. 

Snowdrops are most commonly seen in our parks and 

gardens, they always put a show on whatever the weather 

throws at them, and can be seen in small clumps or larger 

drifts. There are many uses for Snowdrops: they are perfect 

for naturalising in grass, under-planting of winter shrubs and 

trees, planted in patio pots, or small clumps in a rock garden 

and drifts in larger gardens and parks. 

So whatever size your garden is, you can always make a space for these little 

early gems and if you can’t, there are many Snowdrop gardens and walks around 

the country during the next month to visit and our first garden trip of the year is 

dedicated to these winter favourites. 

Snowdrops prefer well-drained, fertile soil and habitats that provide full or 

partial sunlight. 

If you would like to get in touch with a question or a story drop me a line at 

gardenersteve24@live.co.uk. See you next month, In the March issue we will be 

taking our gardens into spring. Happy Gardening Everyone! 

Gardener Steve         

mailto:gardenersteve24@live.co.uk
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Dining Out 
Nalaas 

Nalaas South Indian Restaurant (opened 

in 2013 on Monk Street in Derby) created 

a great amount of interest from the 

outset. This award-winning restaurant, 

with parking available at the front, 

provides authentic South Indian cuisine to 

an exceptional standard. I was genuinely 

greeted by Thambi and Vinoth. The menu 

is a delight in itself and offers something 

for everyone. 

To commence, I opted for CHICKEN 65 (Spicy chicken pieces marinated and deep 

fried). This started proceedings admirably. I find that when I am impressed with 

a starter dish it gives an indication of the courses to follow. This certainly fitted 

that category well, being tender and having very good flavours. For the main 

event, I selected YERA POONDU KUZHAMBU (Garlic prawn curry). With taste 

buds flowing and the inviting presentation, this proved to be an excellent choice 

for the main course. I also added sides of Malabar Parotta Plain (A flatbread) and 

Tamarind Rice. All perfectly cooked and having complementing flavours 

throughout, it was ‘Compliments to Chef’ – absolutely! Head Chef, Kather, 

ensures a great dining experience for all. Other dishes, extremely popular with 

diners, include Dosa and Chettinad variations, amongst an array of meat, fish, 

seafood and vegetable options. 

KULFI was my choice for dessert – delightful. Quality wines/drinks offer an 

excellent range. Parties and occasions are regularly accommodated. Collections 

are available, too. Thank you to Dharsini for the most impressive service, from 

start to finish. Booking is advisable, particularly for popular times. An excellent 

recommendation. 

Nalaas, Contemporary South Indian Restaurant, 81 Monk Street, 

Derby DE22 3QE. 

Tel 01332 205511 E-mail enquiry@nalaas.co.uk www.nalaas.co.uk 

As always, enjoy! 

Trevor Langley 
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Christmas Food & Toy Collection 
Thank you from Derby City Mission 
Derby City Mission has contacted St. 

Michael’s Church to say ‘thank you’ for 

supporting their Christmas Toy 

Collection. They write: 

Since 1996 the Christmas Connection 

project, which provides presents for 

children whose families are struggling, 

has given Christmas gifts and joy to 

thousands of children in need in our 

city. The number has increased each 

year and this year was no exception 

due to the huge pressure on so many 

families because of the cost of living 

crisis, high energy bills, soaring interest 

rates and the cost of basic day-to-day 

items. 

Your generosity has meant that we 

were able to take some of the stress 

away from these families, enabling 

them to be able to bless their children with presents on Christmas Day. Thank 

you again. 

Derby City Mission has had many lovely messages of thanks. This is just one of 

those we received from a parent called Kate: 

“I was feeling so stressed as it got closer to Christmas knowing that I could either 

afford presents for the children or food and heating. It is just the most awful 

feeling to hear them so excited about what Santa was going to bring them 

knowing that I had nothing to give them. I cried when you told me you could 

help and that I could tell you what they'd like. Christmas morning was so much 

fun. Thank you so, so much.” 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the collection and to our fabulous 

team of volunteers for helping make the collection possible! 

Sarah Warburton 
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Events  
Dates for your diary 
We thought it might be helpful to collect all the dates of upcoming events in one 

place. So here’s what’s coming up in the next couple of months. 

Date  Time Event  Location Page 

Wed 22 Feb  Ash Wednesday (start of Lent)   

Fri 24 Feb 7:30 Men’s Danger Club – Bits & Bobs St Mary’s Hall, Draycott 13 

Sat 4 Mar 10-12 Breaston WI Coffee Morning St. Michael’s Hall, Breaston  

Breaston Evergreens 
The Breaston Evergreens are now meeting every Tuesday from 2 to 4 pm in the 
Methodist Church Hall on Blind Lane. There is a mixture of activities from bingo, 
games and quizzes to raffles, speakers and trips. And there’s the opportunity for 
social interaction. 

The entrance fee is £2, which includes refreshments. 

Rooms available 
for hire 
Draycott Methodist Church 

Schoolroom, Market Street, 

Draycott, DE72 3NB is available 

for hire for £10 per hour. For 

more details ring Allison on 

0776606303 

Contact Bill on 07745 248 624 or 
Ann on 07391 527 162.  

 

 

To hire St. Mary’s Hall, Draycott 

and St. Michael’s Hall, Breaston 

contact Caroline Riley on 

(01332) 874339 
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Contacts 
Draycott 
St. Mary’s, Draycott & St. Chad’s, Wilne 

 Vicar Rev’d Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Rev’d Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Mary’s) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chad’s) 

 Treasurer Paul Stuttle 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Jodie McConnell 07711 270109 

 St. Mary’s Hall Caroline Riley 01332 874339 

 Friends of St. Chad’s Lynne Blackburn 01332 873874 

  Keith Wright 01332 875641 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Rev’d Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Lay Pastor Judith Neal 01332 832108 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Allison Hill 01332 872902 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Hopgood  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund (Will Batchelor) draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or www.girlguiding.org.uk 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group alesi4@sky.com 

  Clive Wilkinson 01332 872615 

Draycott and Church Wilne Parish Council clerk@draycott-pc.gov.uk 

  Sheena Butcher (Clerk) 01332 875278 

www.draycottparishcouncil.org 

Draycott Army Cadet Detachment (Fern Marie Denner) 07702 086813 

Would you like your group’s contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 7) 
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Breaston 
St. Michael’s  Church Office  01332 872094 

   office@wdbchurches.org.uk 

 The Rector Rev’d Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

rector@ wdbchurches.org.uk 

 Associate Priests Rev’d Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Rev’d Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

 Youth, Children’s and Community Worker 

  Steve Lacey  07851 654332 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Rev’d Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Breaston Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk 

Breaston Gala Sarah Lester www.breastongala.org.uk 

   secretary@breastongala.org.uk 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Parish Council Parish Rooms, Blind Lane 01332 870119 

   breastonparish@btconnect.com 

Breaston WI  Chairperson: Lorraine Wright lorraine.m.wright@gmail.com 

  Secretary Kerry Thorogood kerry.thorogood@sky.com 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Men’s Danger Club 

john.judy184@outlook.com John Skinner  01332 874417 

adrianyoung@hotmail.com Adrian Young 07576 869033 

drj.bowley@googlemail.com John Bowley 07793 550595 

colin.lawrence@talktalk.net Colin Lawrence 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

Sunbeams  Jodie McConnell 07711 270109 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 
  

http://www.breastonpark.com/
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