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Photo of the month 

Carol singers outside Breaston Co-op greeting the convoy of over 100 
motorcyclists in Santa outfits on the Saturday before Christmas (see page 16) 
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Thought for the month 
 

I always feel that the month of January is special, as it provides the chance to 

‘take a breath’ after the business of the previous month. 

At its beginning, we are often encouraged to make New Year’s Resolutions that 

are focussed on doing things more (walking, running, going to the gym) or 

alternatively, doing things less (eating, drinking) ... all good ideas by the way!  

Too often though, these resolutions are forgotten by mid-January, overtaken by 

the next stage of our busy lives, only to be remembered as a disappointing 

example of our apparent inability to make changes to our normal ways of living! 

At which point a feeling of guilt can begin to make us feel that we are unable to 

change, to look after ourselves or to learn to care for ourselves more. 

I want to encourage you to take some time this month to think about how you 

are. How are you feeling? Is life too busy? Have your priorities become muddled 

over time? Ask yourself if you have enough time for the important people, the 

important relationships, the important things. 

As for me, as a Christian, I will be thinking and meditating on the following: if 

God – whose birth as a human we have just celebrated – loves us and has a plan 

for us, then he certainly wants us to care about ourselves, to look after ourselves 

as best we can. He also wants to help us along this road and Matthew 11:28-30 

says, “Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

This is encouraging us all to bring our troubles to him and ask him to help us to 

cope and carry on – it isn’t a free pass that will ensure that we never encounter 

trouble, but it is a promise that during these times, He is with us and cares for 

us and is willing to share our burden. 

So, this January, take a breath, look after yourself, think about what you prioritise 

and what you see as important and, most importantly, know that God loves you, 

is there for you, and wants to help you in all aspects of your busy life…. 

{ǘŜǾŜ [ŀŎŜȅΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ²ƻǊƪŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ 

From the editor 
Cover stories  
Our cover is, normally in January, a montage of various elements of the covers 

in 2021.  There are eleven images, one from each month (except January). Can 

you guess which picture relates to which month? 
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When is Christmas?  
Well, a silly question of course – everyone knows it’s the 25th of December. But 

when does Christmas start and end? Ah – that’s an entirely different question, 

and the answer depends on whom you ask. For retailers, Christmas starts 

somewhere around Hallowe’en – although I’m sure I saw some Christmas 

merchandise available in early October!  And it ends at midnight on Christmas 

Eve. No sooner than the turkey has been digested are we into the Boxing Day 

sales, and (probably) tripping over Valentine’s Day merchandise! 

But for those of a more traditional outlook, Christmas starts on Christmas Eve 

(typically with the solo treble singing the first verse of “Once in Royal David’s 

city” in King’s College chapel in Cambridge. And it ends – for some – on Twelfth 

Night (January 6th), by which time we should have taken the decorations down. 

Perhaps this is where “The Twelve Days of Christmas” comes into its own! (Such 

a shame the Community Carol service had to be cancelled because of the 

Omicron variant – the riotous performance of The Twelve Days is always a 

highlight – perhaps next year?). 

And another tradition keeps the decorations up until Candlemas on the 2nd of 

February. I gather (not from personal experience!) that HM The Queen ensures 

the decorations at Balmoral stay up until Candlemas). This is the special day that 

candles are blessed. It is perhaps better known in the USA as Groundhog Day: if 

“Punxsutawney Phil” (immortalised in the film DǊƻǳƴŘƘƻƎ 5ŀȅ) can see his 

shadow on that day, there will be more winter weather. This actually derives 

from an ancient European folk tradition, as shown in the English folk song: “LŦ 

/ŀƴŘƭŜƳŀǎ ōŜ ŦŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƎƘǘ κ /ƻƳŜΣ ²ƛƴǘŜǊΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΤ κ LŦ /ŀƴŘƭŜƳŀǎ 

ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƴ κ Dƻ ²ƛƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ”. 

So Christmas could be with us for the whole of January if we want! 

Your stories  and photos  
Do you have a story for us? We want your news and views. Let us know what is 

happening in your neighbourhood - about clubs, businesses, charity 

organisations, events and individuals. Whatever is going on in the area we want 

to know about it, so do get in touch! 

Send your information, editorial contributions and letters to ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜϪ 

ǎǘƳƛŎƘŀŜƭǎōǊŜŀǎǘƻƴΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ, or contact us by telephone on 01332 872094. 

WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ [ǳǇǘƻƴΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
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Rvcmjtifst 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michael’s PCC on behalf 

of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by Elson & 

Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor by post c/o St. Michael’s Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, 

Derby, DE72 3DX, or see details on page 32. 

 

Epqz Fbz 
Copy day for the February issue of the magazine is the мтǘƘ of the month. 

All copy should be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜϪǎǘƳƛŎƘŀŜƭǎōǊŜŀǎǘƻƴΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Rev’d Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month. 

 

Wfstf pg uif npoui 
 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding; 

in all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make your paths straight. 
tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ оΥрπс 

mailto:magazine@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk
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%ujmm %qbdf 
¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŦƛƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōǳǎȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ 

Held  
WŜǎǳǎ ƳŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  

ό[ǳƪŜ нΥ рнΣ /9.ύ 

Mary holds a tiny baby 
circled at her breast, 
makes a home in strange surroundings  
as they rest.  
 
Mary holds a growing infant 
heavy on her arm, 
soothing all his little sorrows,  
bringing calm. 
 
Mary holds him in the Temple: 
lost sheep now restored. 
Sees his eyes so full of longing  
for the Lord. 
 
Mary holds her eldest son by 
Joseph’s fresh-made tomb, 
pierced by silent memories streaming  
through the tears 
 
Mary holds the rugged head, 
kisses the sunburnt brow, with 
one last lingering look of love  
lets Jesus go. 
 
Mary holds a beaten body  
loosely on her lap: 
baby, man and Saviour slipping  
from her grasp. 
 
Mary touches silvered scar flesh,  
warmed by living blood,  
heart on fire with piercing joy,  
held by love.  

Take a moment to think of those you hold in your love. 
Thank God for holding you. 
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Breaston Village News 
Dsfbtupo Rbsjti Epvodjm 
Omicron  
As I write this article the new variant of Coronavirus – Omicron – is causing 

concern to all, so let’s all do our bit and keep on wearing masks and taking 

precautions where necessary so that we can all enjoy the Christmas festivities 

and have a peaceful and healthy new year. 

Christmas Carol Concert  
 We hope you all enjoyed the concert on Duffield Close.  Rest assured that we 

thought hard about ways to hold the event in as Covid secure a manner as 

possible. 

Cemetery  
As part of the Parish Council’s climate emergency efforts work is being planned 

to create a wildflower bed at the New Cemetery. In the currently unused part of 

the site we are planning a bed that will be a haven for insects, particularly bees. 

You might also have noticed that the laurel shrubbery at the Centenary Garden 

has been removed: unfortunately, the trees and shrubs were causing problems 

with local subsidence and had to go. A site meeting will be arranged to discuss 

how to replace the shrubs which were a valuable habitat for wildlife with plants 

that give the same shelter but don’t cause the same issues. 

Poo bags  
Poo Bags are free to Breaston Residents. The Parish Council has a budget of 

£1,400 per year for poo bags & the budget has been spent for this financial year, 

having already provided 160,000 bags since April. The Bag it & Bin it scheme is 

in place because it benefits all residents of Breaston by encouraging dog owners 

to pick up after their pets, making the open spaces more pleasant for us all. 

However, despite our constant requests that dog owners only take one bag of 

100 at a time, we know that some are persistently taking multiple bags which of 

course is just not sustainable. To try and eke out the remaining supply until next 

April we have split the bags into 25’s and will only leave a smaller number out 

each day. Please be considerate and don’t take more than you need! The Parish 

Council are now investigating different ways to provide bags to make the scheme 

more sustainable. 
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Dementia Friendly  
The Parish Council are keen to make Breaston a Dementia Friendly place to live. 

We have supported local groups with some funding recently and are hoping to 

organise a Dementia Friends Training session at St Michael’s Church. We just 

need to get 10 people to express an interest in attending the training and we can 

progress and get a date sorted. If you are interested in becoming a dementia 

friend, contact the Clerk on 01332 870119 or at ōǊŜŀǎǘƻƴǇŀǊƛǎƘϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ. 

Energy efficiency  
Following an energy efficiency audit of the three Parish Council buildings (the 

Parish Rooms, the Chapel and the Pavilion), the programme to make the 

buildings more energy efficient continues and the lights at the Parish Rooms 

were recently replaced with LED fittings which can be swapped from warm white 

to bright white or daylight settings. The improvement is notable, particularly in 

the Clerk’s office which has no windows! Further investigation is underway 

concerning improving insulation and ventilation at all three buildings and it is 

hoped that any work identified will be completed in the new year. If you would 

like advice on how to improve the energy efficiency of your property take a look 

at the Marches Energy Agency website.  https://mea.org.uk/ 

Mobility  
Following requests from residents with limited mobility, the Parish Council 

lobbied the County Council to remove some pavement barriers which prevented 

access with mobility scooters and wheelchairs to some jitties and paths in the 

village. After consultation with the local policing team, work was agreed upon 

and has been carried out in recent weeks. 

Speedwatch  
The Council continues to lobby the Highways Authority for improvements to 

road safety in the local area and a local Speedwatch group has been formed. The 

practical training will be completed this month and we hope to be out carrying 

out sessions in the coming weeks. 

Facebook  page  
Please follow us on ǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκ.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴπtŀǊƛǎƘπ/ƻǳƴŎƛƭπ

мллуфолууотннпл. 

Dsfbtupo Rbsjti Epvodjm Ebspm %fswjdf 
Our Annual Carol Service was held on Friday 10th December on Duffield Close. 

Both the weather and good fortune were with us this year. Covid restrictions 

http://www.facebook.com/Breaston-Parish-Council-100893088372240
http://www.facebook.com/Breaston-Parish-Council-100893088372240
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were once again looming to come into force on Monday 13th December! The 

night was clear, fresh and dry and a good crowd gathered to sing carols and to 

hear Rev’d Chris Smedley give a short message on the meaning of Christmas. Our 

music was provided by the Long Eaton Brass Band. 

We were also privileged to have with us the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress of Long 

Eaton, who gave a warm welcome to all present and thanks to all who made the 

event possible. Then with the help of the younger generation switched on the 

Christmas lights, with the added help from Santa!  

A further bonus to the evening 

was the presence of Lily Taylor 

Ward who sang Hark the Herald 

Angels Sing and with some furtive 

support from the children, the 12 

Days of Christmas. Throughout 

the evening Mulled Wine and 

Mince Pies were served, with 

orange and lemon cordial for the children.  

I think it can be said the evening proved to be a remarkable success, considering 

the year we have had as a nation. Again, I can only thank our Clerk, Nicala, 

caretaker Lynn and Counsellors for making it possible, and to all the people who 

helped to dismantle the marquee, return tables and chairs to their respective 

homes at the end of the meeting. 

IŜŀǘƘŜǊ ²ǊƛƎƎƭŜǎǿƻǊǘƘΣ /ƘŀƛǊ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ    

Hppe boe Upz Epmmfdujpo 
A huge thank you to everyone who came to support our Food & Toy Collection 

on Sunday 4th December in aid of the Canaan Trust and Derby City Mission. In 

total, we received 63 crates of food, £110 in cash donations and an 

overwhelming amount of toys - all of which will be going to very grateful homes!! 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers and the Breaston Community Forum for 

all their help! 

{ŀǊŀƘ ²ŀǊōǳǊǘƻƴ 

Lily Taylor Ward leading the singing 
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Emvct boe %pdjfujft 
Breaston W.I. News  
For the month of November, we had an informative talk from 

Chrissie Booth. She is not only a founder member and a former 

President of Breaston WI, but she is also Derbyshire Federation Chair and a 

trustee on the WI National Federation. Chrissie talked about her experiences 

over the years in the WI. 

The previous president Sue Marlee was very surprised to be called to the front 

table. She was presented with a card signed by all the members and a gift 

voucher. Sue was recognised for all her hard work during the 3 years as President 

including having to cope with the difficulties during Covid 19. Our current 

President Lorraine thanked Sue for her 

support now and in the future. 

The knitting group is continuing to make 

Christmas tree decorations for the Bulls 

Head in aid of Air Ambulance. The 

Doodle Bags Art group have been busy 

working on several Christmas themes. 

Pictured is a photo of gift tags made by 

the group.  

We are looking forward to our Christmas 

outing later in December and to our final 

meeting of the year. 

WŜƴƴȅ [ƻǊŘ  

Breaston B elles WI  
December saw members watch avidly as 

Anne Wright demonstrated how to turn a 

few flowers, Christmas decorations and lots 

of foliage into a seasonal floral 

arrangement.  Those feeling creative then 

had a go themselves and were able to take 

home splendid efforts to decorate their festive tables. The year finished with a 

Christmas lunch at the Risley Park, complete with decorations, a quiz and a raffle 

organised by Enid Walker and her team. 
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We await news of whether we will be able to be together to celebrate our 5th 

birthday in January but plans are underway for a very interesting afternoon. 

{ǳȊŀƴƴŜ ¢ŀǘŜΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

Members’ meetings are 2nd Thursday of the month at 1:30 pm. For more 

information, please contact Chris Barker, membership secretary, on 01332 

873115 or ōǊŜŀǎǘƻƴōŜƭƭŜǎǿƛϪǘŀƭƪǘŀƭƪΦƴŜǘ. 

 
OfoǴt Fbohfs Emvc 
Our November event visited the Lowlands, the Highlands and Islands of Scotland 

and tasted whiskies from the various regions in the comfort of Anderson’s. The 

production of whisky takes time and involves many different processes. A video 

showed us the many stages it takes to make single malt whiskies from sprouting 

the barleycorns, malting and the many filtering processes to produce a first-class 

whisky. To add further flavour distilleries favour oak barrels in which bourbon or 

sherry has been stored adding to the special taste from each individual distillery. 

To qualify as single malt whiskies they must be stored for at least 3 years. 

Our education needed one further touch… how to taste a whisky! First the nose, 

what aromas can be detected, then a sip, ‘rinsed’ underneath the tongue then 

over the pallet before the final swallow to enjoy the whisky and the after taste.  

So what aromas and tastes could we expect? Smoky, nutty, caramel, oak, spice 

and fruity flavours and many others. But also, can you believe it?, chocolate 

covered liquorice, Horlicks, singed fruit cake, lawn clippings and fresh laundry to 

mention just a few. Where do they get these from? Who would want a whisky 

with the aroma of spent matches or silage?! Did our host, with tongue in cheek, 

include these? None of us found them. 

We tasted and enjoyed five excellent single malt whiskies, discussing our 

personal preferences and with help from our host, Roger, trying to predict from 

which area they came with varying success! Our sixth whisky came from one of 

the areas we had already tasted and it was our task to identify the region.  

 A superb, interesting and entertaining evening.   

We wish everyone and all the groups in this magazine a Happy and Successful 

New Year.  

WƻƘƴΣ !ŘǊƛŀƴΣ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƛƴΦ 
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Breaston Flower Circle , 23rd November  

ôThe Magic of Christmasõ, demonstration By Lee Berrill and Alan Smith  

What a way to start the Christmas season! 

The Magic of Christmas was such a successful joint demonstration by Lee Berrill 

and Alan Smith. The demonstrators’ camaraderie and jovial banter translated 

into their floral work and kept the audience highly entertained.  

They worked together initially and later on the final design with the remaining 

designs being created individually.  

This was a clever interpretation of Christmas themes; the traditional Poinsettia, 

carols such as Ding Dong Merrily on High, Wreaths, Baubles and Silver Angels all 

made an appearance. Designs were set atop incredible original homemade 

structures created from, amongst others, such items as distorted CD racks and 

wreaths and gift-wrapped boxes. 

The stage was brought alive with the vivid colours associated with Christmas-

using the reds, golds, greens and yellows of Roses, Gerberas, Carnations, Proteus 

all enhancing the impact of the white of the Asiatic Lilies when used. 

The long stems of Lisianthus added strength, line and direction to the statuesque 

Phormium leaves which were set amongst cascading leaves and flowers of 

variegated Marengo Ivy. The flimsy yellowy stems of Grevillea gave bounce and 

movement, contrasting with the solid shapes of the Fatsia leaves and gilded 

Chico Palms.  

Patiently created props which were dotted here and there to add bling to the 

arrangements…organza leaves, cane bells, gilded baubles and many more. 



 16 

0 

It was an inspirational evening and we all left the Duchess Theatre in Long Eaton 

full of enthusiasm and tips to go home and ‘have a go’ ourselves. 

Ebspm tjohjoh 
On the Saturday before Christmas a group of carol singers from Breaston 

Churches Together gathered outside the Co-op, accompanied by Jonathan 

Lupton on keyboard and Rachel Lacey on French horn. We sang for about an 

hour, going through many of the well-known carols. Rather than collecting 

donations (although several people insisted!), we were handing out chocolates 

kindly donated by the Co-op, thanks to manager Andy Fearn. 

When we got to ²Ŝ ¢ƘǊŜŜ 

YƛƴƎǎ hŦ hǊƛŜƴǘ !ǊŜ, I’m sure 

that no one was singing one 

of the alternative versions – 

but it would have been 

appropriate if they had 

been. You surely remember 

from your schooldays the 

verse about hƴŜ ƻƴ ŀ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜΣ 

ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǊ κ hƴŜ ƻƴ ŀ 

ǎŎƻƻǘŜǊ ōƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƻǘŜǊ? 

For it was at about that point that a convoy of motorcycles came roaring past 

with riders dressed in Santa costumes, horns blaring, exhausts ditto – what a 

spectacle as about 100 motorbikes (and ’trikes) sped past heading in the 

direction of Draycott. The 

convoy was organised by 

Upright Derbyshire (an 

award-winning Motorbike 

Road Safety campaign run by 

Derbyshire Police Officers, 

Police Volunteers and 

Civilians). They started at 

Pidcock’s BMW centre in 

Long Eaton, and were on 

their way to Safe and Sound 

Group's head office in Darley Abbey Mills, to donate presents to children that 

are at risk of exploitation. They certainly brought smiles to everyone’s faces as 

they went past, even if we had to stop singing for five minutes! 

Carol singers waving to the convoy of 
motorbikes 

Santa and an elf, but no sign of Rudolph 
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Dsfbtupo Eisjtunbt cpmmbset jo uif obujpobm 
qsftt 

Did you know that the decorated bollards outside the Co-

op (thank you to the yarn-bombing team!) featured in 

the Daily Mail on the 3rd of December? They had an 

article on yarn bombing, and first up were our decorated 

bollards! 

 

Rbzjoh ju gpsxbse 

 

Found by the bus stop at Breaston Green. The card reads “Hello. Please take me 

home or gift me to someone who needs a little Christmas cheer. All I ask is that 

you “pay it forward” – leave a little something somewhere for someone. From 

Robin” 

What a lovely idea. Thank you, Robin (are you one of the yarn bombers?) 
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Draycott Village News 
Fsbzdpuu boe Eivsdi Xjmof Rbsjti Epvodjm Pfxt 
Happy New Year!!!! - we hope that 2022 proves to be the year that the world 

gets back to “normal” (I made the same statement last year….) 

Christmas lights  
We hope you enjoyed the Christmas Tree and lights display around Market Street 

as much as we did.  Our contractors did a fantastic job (as usual). 

If there is no Fayre or other event next year, we will ask for them to be installed 

and lit from the 1st December instead of the 1st Tuesday of December. 

New Cycle Racks at the Leisure Green  
Thanks to EBC Councillors Tim Scott and Val Clare for grants funding (via their 

members’ funds) the costs of four new cycle rack hoops that we shall shortly be 

installing at the Leisure Green.  Remember to use a chain and padlock when 

using them!  We will install them under the watchful eye of the CCTV cameras…  

This was a suggestion from Draycott Village Fund to the Council to enable people 

to safely leave their bikes when using the facilities and shops in the village – great 

idea DVF! 

Office re -opening  
The office will be open to the public on the following days and hours (subject to 

COVID regulations): 

• Tuesdays from 9:30 am – 1:30 pm 

• Wednesdays from 9:30 am – 1:30 pm 



 19 

 

I might be out and about around the Parish, so it's always best to call or email to 

check I’m in or to make an appointment. 

Our Thanks to Cllr Andy Meakin  
Cllr Andy Meakin has resigned as a councillor, and we 

wanted to express our heartfelt thanks for the work he has 

done whilst on the council. Andy project-managed the 

installation of the new bridges and viewing platform at St 

Chad’s which was a massive feat.  He was very active on the 

council and gave much input to the work on the whole at St 

Chad’s and our other facilities in the parish; he will be 

greatly missed on the Council and we wish him all the very 

best. 

Meetings  
The next meetings will be held on 11th January at the Parish Rooms 

Planning and Transport Committee meeting: 6:45 pm 

Full Council Meeting: 7:30 pm 

We are following all current COVID guidelines which will change as required. The 

room will be ventilated so wrap up warm and please wear a mask where 

possible. 

The best way to contact the council is via phone on 01332 875278 or email 

ŎƭŜǊƪϪŘǊŀȅŎƻǘǘπǇŎΦƎƻǾΦǳƪ – the clerk works part-time on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays (part days only). Our website is www.draycottparishcouncil.org. 

{ƘŜŜƴŀ .ǳǘŎƘŜǊΣ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƭŜǊƪ 

Fsbzdpuu boe Xjmof Xpnfo)t Kotujuvuf 
Draycott & Wilne members held their Annual Meeting in November. Business 

was dealt with, and officers were elected under the efficient and careful eye of 

our visiting WI advisor, Liz. 

To follow the business section, members were delighted to have the opportunity 

of creating a beautiful Christmas brooch – we love our craft sessions. Once again, 

our thanks go to member Cathy for preparing the individual packs for us. 

We held our members-only Christmas Party in December, but we are back to our 

usual meeting in January.  Make it your New Year Resolution to join us, make 

new friends and learn new things. You can visit us as a guest for 3 meetings 

before deciding to join. 

http://www.draycottparishcouncil.org/
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Draycott & Wilne WI meets on the 3rd Thursday in the month at the Methodist 

Church Hall, Market Street at 7:30 pm. We would love to see any ladies join us.   

Further information through ŘǊŀȅŎƻǘǘŀƴŘǿƛƭƴŜǿƛϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

YǊƛǎ .ƛƴƎƘŀƳ 

Uipnbt Lpio Rpztfs  
(known to us all as John)  
After a time in hospital, many of us 

in both villages were saddened to 

hear of the loss of John.  

It was in the early 1960s that John 

came to Draycott from his home 

village of Morley. He was a keen 

member of the Church at Morley 

and attended St Chad’s at Wilne 

during his time recovering at 

Draycott Hospital. It was at St 

Chad’s that he met Kathleen 

Haywood, love between them 

blossomed and they were married 

in 1964. 

John became very involved at St Chad’s and St Mary’s, tending to each church 

graveyard for very many years. It was his joy to keep everything looking just right. 

He and Kathleen loved to be together in the choir too, keeping up John’s love of 

singing which began back at Morley Church. 

Kathleen was pleased that so many of you were able to attend his funeral service 

at St Chad’s, acknowledging his work and devotion to the Lord. She is grateful for 

the cards and letters received and wishes to thank everyone. 

The Church members at St Chad’s and St Mary’s are so grateful for his dutiful 

contribution and we thank God for John’s time here with us. 

We pray that Kathleen, his son Charles and Charles’s family, Carolyn & grandson 

Luke, will feel sustained by God’s love at this sad time. May John rest in peace. 

DŀǊȅ 5ǳƴŘŀǎ 

mailto:draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com
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Church News 
Eivsdi pg Gohmboe %fswjdft 
%u0 OjdibfmǴt. Dsfbtupo  
Sundays 8:45 am Holy Communion 

  10:30 am Celebration service (also live-streamed on 

YouTube) 

Sunday 2nd 10:30 am Celebration service with Holy Communion 

Sunday 9th 6:30 pm Evensong 

Sunday 16th 10:30 am All Age Worship (Café style service) 

Sunday 23rd 10:30 am Service ŀǘ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

(Week of Prayer for Christian unity) 

Sunday 23rd 6:30 pm Evensong 

 

Wednesdays 10:30 am Holy Communion 

Saturdays 10-12 Church open for private prayer. 

To find our YouTube channel, search for {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ on YouTubeΦ 

Seating is almost back to pre-Covid normal. The seats on the north (left) side of 
the church are further apart for those who still wish to be socially distanced. 

%u0 ObszǴt. Draycott  
Sundays 10:30 am 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays (Holy 

Communion) 

Sunday 2nd 4:00 pm bƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ Cǳƴ5ŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

Our website (covering both churches) is ǿǿǿΦǿŘōŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪΦ 

Facebook  
Keep in touch with what’s happening at St. Michael’s and St. Mary’s by looking 
at our Facebook page: 

ǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκǎǘƳŀǊȅǎŘǊŀȅŎƻǘǘŀƴŘǎǘƳƛŎƘŀŜƭǎōǊŜŀǎǘƻƴκ 
 

Do join us for daily prayer at 9:30 am Monday to Thursday on our Facebook page. 

 

Fsbzdpuu Ofuipejtu Eivsdi 
Draycott  Wesley Guild  
We are sad to announce that the Wesley Guild that, before Covid, met fortnightly 

at Draycott Methodist Church has decided that it will not be re-starting. Known 

generally as ‘The Guild’ this meeting in Draycott was started in 1995, 26 years 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarysdraycottandstmichaelsbreaston/
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ago, with John Griffiths as the main organiser.  Many people will have happy 

memories of past meetings with interesting and inspiring speakers and fun social 

evenings, but in recent years numbers attending have been declining and we 

think that maybe the time has come to close and wait to be led in new directions. 

Many thanks to everyone who has supported the Guild during these past years. 

A very special thank you to John Griffiths for all his work, enthusiasm and 

dedication.  We are sure that God will lead us on to continue to serve the people 

of Draycott in new and different ways. 

Service times  
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ aŀǊƪŜǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 59тн оb. 

Social distancing (your choice) but face masks required 

January 2nd Mrs Theresa Hartwright All Age Worship 

January 9th Rev. Colin Emerson Holy Communion (Covenant 

Service) 

January 16th Local Arrangements  

January 23rd Mrs Hilary Lamont 

January 30th Mrs Judith Neal 

Please come and join us - You will receive a warm welcome 

Help for Refugees  
The following message has been received from Jo Howie, the Methodist Mission 

Worker at Susannah Wesley House in Derby. If you have items to donate then 

David and Mary Murden will collect them – phone (01332) 873388. 

‘Firstly, I’d love to thank the circuit for their ongoing support of our work with 

asylum seekers and refugees. The donations we have been able to pass on to 

them have made a huge difference to them. 

‘New people are arriving all the time and we continue to have new people each 

Thursday at Susanna Wesley House, so the need is ongoing. Please see the below 

list of things that we specifically need: 

¶ Winter Coats, Jackets, Fleeces (nothing bigger than a large please) 

¶ Jumpers (Smalls and Mediums) 

¶ Jeans or Jogging Bottoms (NO smart trousers such as chinos or slacks) in Sizes 

Small or Medium or Waist Sizes 28 to 34 

¶ New Packs of Underwear and Socks 

¶ Toiletries: Deodorant/Body Spray, Shower Gel, Shaving Foam & Razors 
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¶ Hats, Scarves and Gloves 

Due to storage space, we can’t take anything not on this list at the current time. 

Thank you!  

 My email address is ǎǳǎŀƴƴŀπǿŜǎƭŜȅπƘƻǳǎŜϪŘŜǊōȅƳŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘǎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ. 

Dsfbtupo Ofuipejtu Eivsdi 
Sunday Services  
Whether or not you are a Christian you will be welcome at any of the Breaston 

Methodist Church events below: 

2nd January Local Arrangement 

9th January Martin Sykes 

16th January Rev Ruth Simpson Superintendent Minister 

23rd January Rev Arnold Dixon Service For Christian Unity* 

30th January Rev Arnold Dixon Covenant Service 

6 February Richard Collins 

All services start at 10:30 am. 

*This is a United Service - the congregation from St Michael’s and the Methodists 

will be worshipping together at Breaston Methodist Church 

Candle Light Carol Service  
We were pleased to welcome 

several visitors to the carol 

service on what was a relatively 

mild December evening. We 

enjoyed singing the traditional 

carols which many of us 

remember singing at school 

when we were children. Both the 

carols and the readings reminded 

us about the prophecies made centuries before Jesus’s birth that a saviour would 

be born to a virgin in Bethlehem before telling us how the prophecies were 

fulfilled. To help us to think about who the baby in the manger was and what he 

would become we enjoyed a short but very moving video.  Some of the guests 

who joined us for the service commented on the banners which tell the 

Christmas story, the large number of candles on the communion table and every 

window sill.  These contrasted with the darkness outside and created a 
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wonderful Christmas atmosphere. After the service, we enjoyed chatting with 

visitors and friends over hot drinks and mince pies. 

Local Arrangement Service  
These services are led entirely by church members without a minister or local 

preacher. This allows us to work incredibly hard and arrange a service that 

included different and exciting methods of worshipping.  At the last of these 

services we had an impressive piano recital which was introduced by a reference 

to the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, we also were treated to a sensitive 

and artistic interpretation in dance of a moving worship song. This was in 

addition to Bible readings, prayers, hymns chosen by members of the 

congregation and a short message which really packed a punch.     

Lunch Club  
The Lunch Club provides a three-course meal for £4.  If you would like to join us 

for a meal and make new friends, please speak to Nancy.  In December the Lunch 

Club joined with the VIPs (a group for the visually impaired) for a very enjoyable 

Christmas Social at a local restaurant. As well as a hearty meal, they had a raffle, 

a quiz and played Bingo. The normal fortnightly programme will restart in 

January – for more information please speak to Nancy. 

bŀƴŎȅ tƭǳƳƳŜǊ лмоон утосмф 

Methodist Guild  

Breaston Methodist Church has been blessed by having a strong and active Guild 

for many years. Covid has caused the Guild massive difficulties however it is 

hoped that a meeting based on a new and exciting format will be arranged in 

Spring 2022. For details of the Methodist Guild please speak to Nancy or email 

ōǊŜŀǎǘƻƴƳŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ. 

Thinking About God Group and New Year Social  
This group meets for coffee, cake and to hold friendly and amusing discussions 

about Christian issues usually following a theme.  At our meetings on 13 January 

and 27 January we will continue with the theme of the 10 Commandments.  On 

20 January we will be holding a joint New Year Social with the Table Talk group.  

This will be a modified ‘Afternoon Tea’ with sandwiches, scones, jam, cream and 

cake. The modifications will be to make the event as Covid safe as possible.  We 

will need people to book a place so we can plan and ensure that we have enough 

cake. 
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Both meetings will be in church starting at 2:00 pm, the 6 January meeting will 

be in the foyer, the 20 January meeting will be in either the foyer or hall 

depending on numbers. For more details please speak to Doreen or Paul or email 

ōǊŜŀǎǘƻƴƳŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ. 

Table Talk  
This conversational game is great fun - random questions from a pack of cards 

prompt friendly and amusing discussion fuelled by coffee and biscuits or cake. 

We will be meeting in the foyer at church every fourth Thursday afternoon at 

2:00 pm. The next meeting is the New Year Social, a joint event with the Thinking 

About God group.  For more details please speak to Doreen or Paul or email 

ōǊŜŀǎǘƻƴƳŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ. 

Tfofx Ebgñ bu Dsfbtupo 
Every Thursday from 10 am to 12 pm in St. Michael’s 

Church, the church becomes a community space for a 

variety of hobbies and activities. These are run by the 

community for the community. You are welcome to come 

and relax and chat, or enjoy the peace in our quiet area, 

or share a hobby or skill, or join a workshop or activity. 

They are all free.  Simple refreshments are available or 

bring along a takeaway drink and cake from one of our 

great local cafés. Renew Café Breaston is hosted by St. Michael’s Church - all are 

welcome.  

For more info ring (01332) 872094 or email ǊŜƴŜǿϪǿŘōŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ. 

 

 

 

[Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

.ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳƛƭŜ 

 

mailto:renew@wdbchurches.org.uk
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Articles 
 

Ibsefojoh ujqt 
Welcome to January‘s gardening and may I wish you all a 

very HAPPY and healthy gardening New Year! Are we all 

ready to get started in our gardens again and know that 

spring isn't far away? I have added some jobs for you to be 

getting on with.    

My motto is that we carry on with colour and interest in our 

gardens for 12 months of the year, and January is no 

exception. Below I have given my favourites that can be used 

in your garden's that will do just that; whether it be flower or stem colour, there's 

a plant there for everyone. 

Jobs in the garden this month  
There are some jobs that you can be doing in your garden. Happy winter 

gardening everyone! 

¶ Buy and plant snowdrops that are in the green, potted and are ready to 

flower  

¶ Continue planting trees and shrubs while they are still dormant.  

¶ Try forcing rhubarb plants by placing an upturned bucket or bin over the 

crown. This will force tender pink stems to grow that will be ready in about 

8 weeks' time  

¶ Start chitting (sprouting) early potatoes - stand them on end in a module tray 

or egg box and place in a bright cool frost-free place  

¶  Begin pruning apple trees and pear trees, this is carried out whilst done 

whilst they are dormant           

Gbsefofs %ufwfǴt Rmbou pg uif Opoui 
HAMAMELIS MOLLIS Chinese witch hazel 

Hamamelis are deciduous shrubs belonging to the Hamamelidaceae family with 

large ovate or rounded leaves, widely grown as an ornamental plant and is a 

beautiful specimen in any garden border. They have fragrant yellow to red 

flowers with 4 narrow petals, borne on the leafless branches in late winter, also 

stunning autumn leaf colour.    
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IŀƳŀƳŜƭƛǎ aƻƭƭƛǎ is a large deciduous shrub with broad, ovate leaves that gives 

autumn colour followed by strongly fragrant, bright golden-yellow flowers in late 

winter that are spidery in shape and cling to bare stems. A beautiful shrub for a 

woodland edge, or winter border or alongside a path, where its fragrance can be 

appreciated. It has also won the Royal Horticultural Societies Award of Garden Merit (AGM). 

Flowering period:  December - February  

Position:  Full sun, Partial shade   

Height and Spread:  3m x 3m (9ft x 9ft)  

Soil:   Most garden soil  

Hardiness:  Hardy shrub  

Propagation:  Propagate by seed sown in containers as soon as ripe, by 

the simple layering of suitable shoots in spring, by 

grafting in late winter or by chip budding in late summer  

Pruning:  Lightly prune after flowering in late winter - early spring 

remove any misplaced, crossing or diseased branches  

Pest and Diseases:  Witch hazels can sucker. To minimise this problem, avoid 

planting too deeply and do not bury the graft union. 

Winter Interest in the Garden        
Winter is often thought of as a dull time in the garden but there are still plenty 

of plants that offer colour and interest. There are flowering shrubs that give 

fragrance during these months, and colour can also come from the stems and 

bark during the dormant season of trees and shrubs. I always try to encourage 

interest through the winter so here are some plants that can be added to your 

winter garden.        

 Plants and Trees for stem and bark interest   

¶ Acer griseum  
¶ Cornus sanguinea 'Midwinter Fire'  

¶ Cornus alba 'Sibirica'  
¶ Prunus serrula  
¶ Salix alba var. vitellina         

Plants for fragrant blooms     

¶ Chimonanthus praecox  

¶ Daphne bholua  
¶ Lonicera × purpusii 'Winter Beauty'    
¶ Sarcococca confusa  
¶ Viburnum × bodnantense 'Dawn      

DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ {ǘŜǾŜ ²ŀƭǘƻƴ 
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Fjojoh Qvu 
Breaston Kitchen Style  
Derbyshire can justifiably boast many attributes and attractions, including 

history, country houses and estates, scenic beauty, rivers, waterways and parks, 

to sports, venues and events. All of these allure visitors, from global origins, 

throughout the year, with many returning regularly, to explore this region 

further. Productions of food and beverages are renowned in Derbyshire. I 

searched for something which gave me a certain ‘I’ll look into that’ appeal. 

Breaston Kitchen is a friendly, family-run business and has gained much 

continuing interest and praise since it launched. Productions include a splendid 

range of main meals, plus puddings, desserts, cakes and more. Sweet treat boxes 

are very popular and make a great gift, too. (The Chocolate Brownie Box is a best 

seller). All are homemade by Michelle Lever, the founder. Michelle – recognised 

as Mrs Breaston Kitchen – has a passion for cooking and the culinary arts, gaining 

experiences in catering and home cooking. Productions are frozen in recyclable 

foil containers, so that they can go into a freezer at home, or, if you wish, 

defrosted/cooked, to be enjoyed, on arrival, ‘back at base’. 

From Beef  Lasagne, through Green (GF) and Red (GF) Thai Chicken creations, 

plus Cottage Pie, to Spinach Roulade and Vegetable Gnocchi Bake, amongst 

vegetarian options, there is certainly something for all tastes and preferences. 

Fish Pie is a very popular order, for many. Fulfilling and having plentiful content 

(salmon, cod, smoked haddock), I found this to be tasty and with excellent 

texture, possessing a topping of rich, creamy mashed potato. For something 

spicier (moderate spice), Mexican Chicken certainly will not disappoint. 

Flavoursome and with perfect combinations of ingredients, this is another very 

good and popular dish. 

For puddings/desserts Lemon Meringue Roulade is a light and perfectly formed 

meringue roll, having cream and homemade lemon curd to entice – and entice 

it does! Further options include Chocolate Orange Cheesecake, Mixed Berry & 

Apple Crumble and (of course) Sticky Toffee Pudding – dessert 

heaven! 

For all details and information, including click & collect, plus 

deliveries, please contact Breaston Kitchen,  12 Mount Street,   

Breaston,   Derbyshire,   DE72 3AJ.   Tel: 07920 262 629. E-mail: 

ǎŀƭŜǎϪōǊŜŀǎǘƻƴƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦŎƻΦǳƪ and visit: ǿǿǿΦōǊŜŀǎǘƻƴƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦŎƻΦǳƪ. 

As always, enjoy! 

¢ǊŜǾƻǊ [ŀƴƎƭŜȅ 
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Hspou dpwfs jnbhft 
Going top to bottom and left to right we have: 

April Co-op re-opens after its refit 

October Colonel Tom at Draycott’s Scarecrow Festival 

November The Veg Patch 

December Carol singing on Duffield Close 

February Swans at sunset ion St. Chad’s Water 

May Draycott’s “Tree of Hope” 

August Firfield School’s eco-greenhouse 

March “Corona” painting by Des Powe 

September Hedgehog Heaven, run by Chris Russell at Breaston Manor Nursery 

June Georgia Saunders & friends of Draycott’s Mill Gymnastics Academy 

July Spring Valley school in Breaston 

Efoufobsjbo dpohsbuvmbujpot 
Congratulations to Alice Thornhill of the Hills Road area of Breaston, who had 

her 100th birthday in December. Alice had many visitors on her big day, including 

Parish Council Chair Heather Wrigglesworth and Clerk Nicala O’Leary, who 

presented Alice with a bouquet of flowers. The Mayor of Erewash, Cllr Donna 

Briggs, sent a bouquet on behalf of the borough. Amongst the many cards that 

Alice received the one that thrilled her the most was the one from HM The 

Queen. 

Alice was the very first client of the Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme (BGNS), 

which started in 2009. She needed transport to the hospital to visit her husband, 

Ken. Her neighbour had seen the information about the BGNS, and even though 

the scheme had not officially started, decided to give it a try. As a result, one of 

the organisers of the scheme was able to take her several times to see Ken. 

Although the BGNS ceased in 2021, one of the volunteers still visits Alice 

regularly – and the neighbour, even though she has moved to Risley, still does 

Alice’s shopping! 



 30 

0 

Events 
Dsfbtupo Gwfshsffot 
The Breaston Evergreens are now meeting every Tuesday from 2 to 4 pm in the 

Methodist Church Hall on Blind Lane. There is a mixture of activities from bingo, 

games and quizzes to raffles, speakers and trips. And there’s the opportunity for 

social interaction. 

The entrance fee is £2, which includes refreshments. 

The programme for the next few months is as follows: 

¶ 5th January New  Year Party Buffet 

¶ 12th January  AGM 

Contact Lorna on (01332) 874673 or Ann on 07391 527 162. 

 

Tppn bwbjmbcmf 
gps ijsf 
DRAYCOTT 

METHODIST 

CHURCH 

Market Street, 

Draycott, DE72 3NB 
 

Are you looking to 
hire a room? 

Our schoolroom is 

available for hire Ã10 
per hour. 

For more details ring 
Allison on 
07766063030 
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Contacts 
Fsbzdpuu 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Paul Stuttle 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Jodie Kirk 07711 270109 

 St. Maryôs Hall Caroline Riley 01332 874339 

 Friends of St. Chadôs Lynne Blackburn 01332 873874 

  Keith Wright 01332 875641 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Lay Pastor Judith Neal 01332 832108 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Allison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild Mary Murden 01332 873388 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Hopgood  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund     Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or www.girlguiding.org.uk 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group alesi4@sky.com 

  Clive Wilkinson 01332 872615 

Draycott and Church Wilne Parish Council clerk@draycott-pc.gov.uk 

  Sheena Butcher (Clerk) 01332 875278 

www.draycottparishcouncil.org 

Draycott Army Cadet Detachment - Fern Marie Denner     07702 086813

   

Would you like your groupôs contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 8) 
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Dsfbtupo 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

   office@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

rector@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

 Youth, Childrenôs and Community Worker 

  Steve Lacey  07851 654332 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Breaston Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk 

Breaston Gala Sarah Lester www.breastongala.org.uk 

   secretary@breastongala.org.uk 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Parish Council Parish Rooms, Blind Lane 01332 870119 

   breastonparish@btconnect.com 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

  John Bowley 07793 550595 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

Sunbeams  Jodie Kirk 07711 270109 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

 

http://www.breastonpark.com/
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