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Photo of the month 

High Summer on Duffield Close in Breaston 
Photo courtesy of Martin Mould 
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Thought for the month 
 

The past eighteen months have seen many of us finding solace in nature, 

whether out in the local countryside walking, in our own outdoor spaces or 

simply looking at the ever-changing sky through our windows. Research has 

consistently shown that being outside is good for our emotional and mental well-

being. Working in education, I’m fortunate in having plenty of time over the 

summer to enjoy being outside – gardening, walking, running (very slowly) and, 

more recently, open water swimming, and I consistently find it life-giving to be 

out of doors. The psalms talk about the beauty of the created world shouting 

out the nature and character of God. Being out of doors helps me personally 

connect with God and feel close to him. I find it easy to pray when I’m walking 

or pottering with plants and am aware of a greater sense of peace and calm 

when I take the time to pause and enjoy the natural world.  

I am continually amazed by the intricacy and detail of plants, bird-life and wildlife 

as well as the many different landscapes we can enjoy. Focusing on the small 

things and enjoying the vast, both nurture a sense of wonder and gratitude for 

me. This year in the garden, I’ve been trying to allow nature to take its course a 

bit more, rather than intervening and managing things with chemicals. This was 

frustrating at first – I’ve never had so many aphids on my roses and broad beans 

– but as the months have passed I’m beginning to see the benefits. Bees, 

butterflies and a vast array of insects (many of which I’m still trying to identify) 

are making our plot their home. I have lost a few dahlias to the slugs and snails 

but I’m enjoying the benefits of a gentler approach and hoping for frogs in our 

small pond at some point in the future.  

Nature reminds us that there is so much more to our world than the small 

preoccupations of our everyday lives and that we are not (and shouldn’t be) in 

control of everything! 

Whether we have a faith or not, the natural world can help nurture gratitude, 

hope and a sense of peace. Whatever weather the unpredictable British summer 

has to offer us this year, I hope you find time to enjoy being outside from time 

to time. 

Jo Whitehead, Reader at St. Michael’s, Breaston  
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From the editor 
Freedom? 
Well, “Freedom” has come and gone. Are you feeling any “freer”? It seems that 

life is pretty much the same as before – still having to wear masks in shops and 

so on. But choirs are singing again – and what a joy that is. I went to my first choir 

practice for 16 months recently, and it was wonderful to be together again 

making music. And if you like a good sing, then once we get to September you 

can join Sing and Relax in Breaston Scout Hall – see page 29. Or come along to 

any of the church services (see page 21) to join others in singing their worship. 

More inside 
And “inside” is exactly the word. In the “inside story” on page 23, Jean tells of 

her time in prison – as a course leader, I hasten to add, not an inmate! It’s an 

inspiring story of how when stepping out of our comfort zones takes us into 

surprising places. Do you have a similar story to tell – of how you surprised 

yourself at being able to go somewhere or do something that you would never 

have thought possible? We’d love to hear about it! 

The 18th of June was the 206th anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo. Did you know 

that a veteran of that battle is buried in St. Michael’s churchyard? See page 26. 

Your stories and photos 
Do you have a story for us? We want your news and views. Let us know what is 

happening in your neighbourhood - about clubs, businesses, charity 

organisations, events and individuals. 

Whatever is going on in the area we want to know about it, so do get in touch! 

Send your information, editorial contributions and letters to magazine@ 

stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk, or contact us by telephone on 01332 872094. 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 
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Verse of the month 

Jesus says “I was sick and you looked after me, 

I was in prison and you came to visit me” 
Matthew 25:36 

Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michael’s PCC on behalf 

of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by Elson 

&Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor by post c/o St. Michael’s Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, 

Derby, DE72 3DX, or see details on page 33. 

Copy Day 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Rev’d Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month. 

Still Space 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Going Potty? 
 

… I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him 

working at the wheel. But the pot he was shaping from 

the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed 

it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him… 

‘Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my 

hand…’ (Jeremiah 18: 1-6, NIV) 

 

I grew up on the edge of the Potteries. My mother was a ceramic painter; several 

older relatives had also worked in the ‘pot banks’ of Stoke-on-Trent. Perhaps this 

is why, as a youngish Christian, the analogy of the clay pot – the rough clay 

storage jar - spoke so powerfully to me. It still speaks to me today. 

mailto:magazine@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk
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In Bible times, large, heavy jars were commonly used to store foodstuffs: grain, 

olives, water or wine. They sometimes concealed family treasures as a 

protection from thieves. 

 

… we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-

surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are 

hard-pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed but 

not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck 

down, but not destroyed… (2 Corinthians 4: 7-9, NIV) 

 

St. Paul writes that, if we follow Christ, then we too are 

God’s clay pots. However unlikely it seems, however 

inadequate or unattractive we feel, it is in such commonplace containers that 

God chooses to place his own glorious treasures: his love, his message of eternal 

life, his gifts, even his own Spirit. Also, if we trust our lives to him, slowly, steadily 

we will be transformed into the likeness of Christ himself.  

 

So, don’t lose heart when your pot goes unstable, 

shivers and shakes and flies off the table. 

The Master Potter knows just what to do: 

relax, be still, let him start work anew. 
 

Don’t lose heart when your clay’s drying out: 

dusty and cracking and ‘no good for owt.’ 

The Master Potter knows what you require: 

be open, receive, let the Spirit inspire. 
 

Don’t lose heart when your world’s going to pot – 

when you’re battered and bothered and goodness knows what. 

The Master Potter is holding you still. 

Tempests may toss you but “all shall be well”. 

 

© April McIntyre, Lay Minister, St. Michael’s, Breaston 
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Breaston Village News 
Breaston Parish Council 
Gala news 
At their meeting in July, the Gala committee decided that they would plan for a 

Gala on the May Day Bank Holiday next year (Monday, 2nd May 2022). Of course, 

we were unable to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE day last year (because 

of Covid), despite much planning having been done for the event, and there 

being no Gala this year for the same reason. But the planning hasn’t been 

wasted, as it is being adapted to help us all celebrate HM The Queen’s platinum 

jubilee next year (70 years on the throne). 

It will be a fun day of entertainment from the 1950s through to today to 

celebrate the reign of Queen Elizabeth II, with vintage rides, games and singing 

and dancing across the era, with old vehicles, and historic displays for everyone 

to enjoy. Costumes will be optional but a prize for the best Queen in various 

categories will be up for grabs! Festivities will start at 11 am and continue 

through to 5 pm. And there’ll be food stalls to feed the crowds, of course. 

Big Jubilee Lunch 

Sunday, June 5th has been highlighted nationally as the big Jubilee Lunch Day. 

We plan to organise a picnic on Duffield Close with the emphasis being on the 

light touch – bunting and a band to be provided and an ice cream van. People 

should bring their own picnics and rugs or chairs. 

Microchipping dogs 
Erewash Neighbourhood Dog Wardens are restarting their free microchipping 

service from 19 July 2021 for dogs that live in the Erewash area. Since April 2016 

it has been compulsory for owners to ensure their dog is microchipped. The chip 

is roughly the size of a grain of rice and is implanted between the shoulder 

blades. A dog only ever needs one microchip which is registered on a national 

database.  

If your dog isn’t microchipped, please send us your name, contact number and 

address to n.warden@erewash.gov.uk or ring 0115 9072244 (during office 

hours). 

Facebook page 
Please follow us on www.facebook.com/Breaston-Parish-Council-

100893088372240. 
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Despite the heat, the “bloomers” seem to have kept the magnificent displays 

looking fresh. And the colours – wow!  Well done to all the team (and the park 

railings look good, too!) 

Breaston Garden Trail 
On Sunday 22nd August the popular Annual Garden Trail will be taking place. 

This year there are 10 gardens taking part. Passports including a map and brief 

descriptions of the gardens are available from various shops in the village or by 

ringing 07976 239 233. They cost £3 if purchased on the day or £2 if purchased 

in advance. The gardens are open from 2 pm to 5:30 pm. There is no fixed route 

– visit each garden at your leisure. Refreshments are available in three gardens. 

Guide dogs are welcome in all the gardens. 

Thank you 
To the young gentleman who helped my husband after he fell outside Anderson’s 

on Blind Lane on 20th July – thank you so much for coming to our aid. Apart from 

a graze on his arm and a bruise, Peter is unhurt, thanks to your swift rescue. It’s 

lovely to know that there are people in the village willing to help! 

Pat Baker 

Clubs and Societies 
Breaston W.I. News 
This summer has seen Breaston WI start with a new president 

and new committee.  

Our new President Lorraine comments “After what seems a long time of ‘making 

the best of it’ in terms of restrictions etc. it was totally uplifting to bring together 

45 members to enjoy a ‘picnic in the park’ [see photo overleaf]. Members 

enjoyed Prosecco and cake organised by the committee following their own 

picnic. As the new president in these unprecedented times, it was a pleasure to 

be able to provide this opportunity to bring members together and I and the 

committee look forward to more socialising as restrictions allow.” 
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In June we had a most entertaining 

talk from Sam Durani who spoke of 

his job as a tv and film stuntman. He 

has been in programmes such as 

Silent Witness, Casualty, and 

Luther.  

We have had another jigsaw and 

book sale raising money for 

Treetops.  

The knitting group has had a nice 

letter from the Neonatal unit at QMC for the premature hats and bonding 

squares.  

Before our break in August, we have arranged two afternoon teas at Hoggs 

Bistro.  

We intend to begin face to face meetings once more in September.  

Jenny Lord on behalf of Breaston WI.  

Lunch Club 
I’m delighted to say that we are at last able to meet in person. We shall be in the 

Methodist Church Hall on Blind Lane on the 6th and 20th of August. If you know 

anyone who would benefit from a fortnightly cooked meal (costing £3), please 

get in touch. 

And if you could help to drive guests to and from the Methodist Church Hall on 

Blind Lane, please do get in touch – we really do need more drivers! 

For Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston Wanderers 
Breaston Wanderers, a walking-football team kindly sponsored by Robert Ellis 

estate agents, recently excelled themselves in a walking football tournament 

held at Long Eaton football stadium. 

Andrew Mead, a Paralympian ice hockey player, was our hero-of-the-hour goalie. 

Other teams taking part were Long Eaton Lions, Long Eaton Wildcats and Sawley 

Soldiers. A good time was had by all, although I do not want to mention results 

– enough to say that we excelled ourselves – to protect the innocent! 
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Standing from left to right, Dot Stenson, Kevin Miller (Captain), Freyer Borrett, 

Rob Rose(paramedic), Neil Mynett, Glyn Stenson (coach), Graham Elliott, Mike 

Clarke. Seated centre Andrew Mead. On the ground Callum and Ryan Mynett 

Cllr Kevin Miller 

Farewell to Jo 
Joanne Priest, the Team Manager here at Co-op 

Breaston, has unfortunately left the business 

after 25 years of loyal service. I'm sure you have 

all seen or spoken to Jo at some point during 

that time, whether it was in our store or one of 

the many others she has helped manage during 

her time with the Co-op.  

Jo has been an incredible person to have in store 

and has instilled a strong work ethic and a no-

nonsense approach to the team which has seen 

the store succeed on many levels. Her energy, 

commitment and the desire she brings to every 

shift is admirable and sets the bar for everyone 

else. She will certainly leave a huge hole in our 

store and the community she has served!  

I have been lucky enough to have known Jo for 10 years; she has always looked 

out for those around her and helped her colleagues become better people. She 

trained me when I began my career and those lessons served me well as I was 
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fortunate enough to become her Store Manager 7 years later. Since my return to 

Breaston, I have made it no secret that Jo has been the glue holding everything 

together and what we have achieved during our time is incredible. Her 

knowledge and advice have been so valuable to me and I genuinely could not 

have asked for a better person to have by my side managing this store.  

Those who work here in Breaston and our community will miss her dearly and 

we all wish her well and the best of luck in whatever the future brings.  

 Thank you for your service, Jo. 

Andy Fearn, Store Manager, Co-op Breaston 

Clean it. Scrunch it. Co-op it. 
Recycling soft plastic just got easy... 
Your local Co-op in Breaston is excited to announce the arrival of a new soft 

plastic recycling bin. Most soft plastics are discarded and sent to landfills, yet 

with a little bit of extra time, we can recycle and turn them into secondary 

products, like the bin liners we sell in stores! You might be a bit unsure of what 

soft plastics are, but we’re here to help clarify that for you. 

Soft plastics are ones that can be scrunched up tight 

and ping back in your hand. Our slogan of ‘Clean it. 

Scrunch it. Co-op it.’, is a handy reminder of what 

can go in our new bin. If it’s a plastic you can 

scrunch in your hand, then it’s welcome in our new 

recycling unit. Just please make sure to rinse it 

beforehand to ensure it's clean and doesn’t 

contaminate the plastic. 

Co-op have made this move as local authorities do 

not have a standard set of rules when it comes to 

recycling soft plastic. We took the initiative to do 

what matters most and give communities a place to recycle by placing these bins 

in our stores! This is a big step towards creating a greener future and will mean 

that 100% of our Co-op own-brand packaging will be 100% recyclable. This is a 

small change that will make a big difference in tackling the environmental crisis. 

Soft plastic makes up 1/5th of consumer plastic packaging, by recycling this we 

are reducing what goes to landfills and reaching the goal of the UK Plastics Pact 

which aims to have all plastic packaging recyclable by 2025. 
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Co-op have also pioneered the use of green compostable carrier bags, 

something you will have seen at our checkouts recently. The technology for these 

bags has been developed by us and is being given to other retailers for free with 

the aim of making a wider impact on the industries plastic contribution. 

You’ll find our new recycling bin near the checkouts We have printed a list above 

it, which details what you can recycle, some examples are bread packets, pet 

food pouches and bags-for-life.  

For more information, please speak to a member of staff in the store or look out 

for Emma, the colleague in-store who championed this move and sparked the 

recycling revolution in Co-op Breaston!  

Let’s establish a greener future together. 

Andy Fearn, Store Manager, Co-op Breaston 

 
Draycott station in the parish of Breaston - one of the small stations on the 

London Midland and Scottish line between Derby and Nottingham. Although 

the station is no longer there, the line is still used. In 1857 the station master 

was Joseph Bramley and there were seven trains to Derby and six trains to 

Nottingham each way daily. The station was also busy as a coal distribution 

point for coal merchants. In November 1861, E. Morrell of Railway Wharf, The 

Station, Draycott supplied one ton of cobbles for Breaston Church at a cost of 

eleven shillings (55p). The railway yard and surrounding area are now used as 

a site for light industry. 
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Draycott Village News 
Draycott and Church Wilne Parish Council News 
Draycott Summer Play Scheme is back!! 
Our thanks to Erewash Borough Council for financially supporting the play 

scheme with a donation towards the costs of £1200 from their Community Grant 

Fund. The remaining amount of £2300 will be paid by the Parish Council. It costs 

parents just £10 per day. 

War Memorial – Station Road 
We are very grateful to Sue and Jane for volunteering to keep the War Memorial 

clean and tidy – we are also grateful to the houses surrounding the War 

Memorial for keeping the hedges trimmed. The War Memorial is not owned by 

the Parish Council – it was left to the benefit of the village but we are happy to 

support the management of it and respect its history and what it stands for: for 

past, present and future people who serve to protect us all (lest we forget). 

We are starting to plan the Open-Air Remembrance Sunday Service for Sunday 

14th November at the War Memorial and have applied to Erewash Borough 

Council for a road closure between 10:30 am – 12 noon on this day. We will 

update you all on details in the coming months. 

St Chad’s Local Nature Reserve 
We have recently installed two new wheelchair 

accessible picnic tables at St Chad's, one was bought 

with a £500 donation towards the costs by the 

Church Wilne Rotary – our thanks to them – and the 

other was purchased by the Parish Council as a 

memorial to all those who have lost a loved one 

during the Covid-19 Pandemic. The new picnic 

tables are located on the grassed area near the car 

park – please use the bins for any rubbish or better 

still, take it 

home with you 

if the bins are full. We hope that they are 

well used and treated respectfully by all. 

The material of the tables is recycled 

plastic, so they won’t rot when St Chad’s is 

flooded! 
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Please note that any forms of watercraft and swimming are not allowed on the 

lake – this is as per the bye-laws that are on display on the noticeboard.  

Making Draycott Playing Fields Accessible for all 
The new accessible gate has been installed and we have supplied a key to two 

residents so far. If you require a wider access point onto the playing fields and 

live in Draycott and Church Wilne, please contact the clerk for the application 

form. We require a £10 refundable deposit (when you no longer require the key, 

we will return your £10)  

Anti-Social Behaviour  
This past month has seen awful racist graffiti on the play train on the playing 

fields, deliberate damage to the surface underneath the basket swing, deliberate 

damage to the play train and the “usual” broken glass, littering, cannabis 

smoking etc. St Chads Local Nature Reserve has also seen lots of Anti-Social 

Behaviour and the police have committed to regularly patrol the area as people 

have been starting fires, using drugs, drinking alcohol.  As you know, part of the 

council tax you pay funds the Parish Council – the more money we have to spend 

on fixing these issues and collecting litter, the less we have to spend on new 

facilities and improvements to existing facilities… 

We are working with the police but need every instance to be reported so that 

they can establish a picture of the amount of Anti-Social Behaviour taking place. 

There are various ways to report this: 

• Call 101 

• Go online and report the issue via Derbyshire Police Online Reporting 

www.derbyshire.police.uk using the Report It function or chat 

• Through direct messages on Twitter using the handle @derPolContact 

Free Parking at the Leisure Green 
As lockdown measures are eased, we would encourage all residents and visitors 

to support our local businesses (where you can) and remind you all that to ease 

congestion around Market Street to please use the Free Parking facilities a very 

short walk away at the Leisure Green (in between the Chip Shop and the Long 

Eaton Table Tennis Club)  

Office still closed… 
The office is still closed to the public and the next Parish Council meeting is due 

to take place on Tuesday, September 14th – the clerk is still working from home 

(with visits to the office and facilities owned by the Council) Annual Leave is 
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being taken over this period so please be patient if your call or email is not 

answered immediately. 

In these uncertain times, the best way to contact the council is via phone on 

01332 875278 or email draycottpc@gmail.com. Our website is 

www.draycottparishcouncil.org. 

Draycott and Wilne Women's Institute 
Draycott & Wilne members were denied a full 

June meeting when the lockdown dates were 

changed. Needless to say, we rose to the 

occasion with Rule-of-Six meetings at relatively 

short notice. One particularly crafty member 

rose to the challenge of asking members to 

produce fantastic pom-pom creations. We had such fun, plus the cake and tea 

to follow. 

We have been watching the Government regulation news with interest and you 

know what, we are going ahead with our full members meeting on the 22nd July 

with an actual speaker and no doubt, tea and cake. Onwards and upwards. 

Draycott & Wilne WI usually meets on the 3rd Thursday in the month at the 

Methodist Church Hall, Market Street at 7:30 pm. We would love to see any 

ladies join us, once we get the go-ahead. Further information through 

draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com. 

Kris Bingham 

Church Wilne Rotary Club 
Rotary helps school go Green!  
Church Wilne Rotary recently supplied & built their fourth ECO Greenhouse, this 

time at Firfield Primary School in Breaston. The cost of the materials was kindly 

donated by Evans Pharmacy of Breaston, Breaston Parish Council & Breaston Co-

op. 

The school children collected over 1,000 recycled two-litre plastic bottles for the 

project. The bottles had the bottoms cut off, then were threaded onto canes by 

groups of enthusiastic children. These canes were then attached to the treated 

wooden framework built by our Rotarians to complete the greenhouse. 

 

mailto:draycottpc@gmail.com
mailto:draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com
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The idea for the Eco greenhouse was presented to Year 6 teacher Carol Lawson 

by her pupil Evie Broderick, granddaughter of Rotarian Susie Collins who leads 

this ongoing project. 

Carol Lawson went on to say “Seeing the greenhouse being 

built and being able to be part of the build itself was an 

amazing experience and one that the children will never 

forget… We can't wait to start using it fully and we have big 

plans to use it for growing small amounts of fruit, vegetables 

and herbs using the sturdy planting bench that was also made 

for us. Thank you to Church Wilne Rotary who gave us such a 

fun project that ran perfectly alongside our curriculum topic 

'Reduce, Reuse, Recycle' and engaged the whole school”. 

The Eco Greenhouse 

project helps awareness 

of environmental issues 

and will bring the 

children closer to nature 

with an opportunity to 

see crops grow. The 

school was also 

presented with a £250 

Collyer’s Nursery 

voucher to help them 

with their horticultural 

journey. 

If you enjoy volunteering for good causes and would like to get involved as a 

fellow Rotarian, please get in touch, it would be great to hear from you.  

Email us at: rccw1220@gmail.com or cwrs.secretary@gmail.com. 

Find us on Social Media:  

Facebook: Rotary Club of Church Wilne and Church Wilne Rotary Satellite. 

Instagram: RotaryClubofChurchWilne and  Rotary_satellite_churchwilne 

Or go to our website:  www.churchwilnerotary.org.uk 

Donna Perkins 

mailto:rccw1220@gmail.com
mailto:cwrs.secretary@gmail.com
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Church News 
Church of England Services 
St. Michael’s, Breaston  
Sundays 8:45 am Holy Communion (note the slightly earlier time) 
  10:30 am Celebration service (also live-streamed on YouTube) 
Sunday 22nd 6:30 pm Evensong 
Wednesdays 10:30 am Holy Communion 
Saturdays 10-12 Church open for private prayer. 

To find our YouTube channel, search for St. Michael’s Breaston on YouTube. 

St. Mary’s, Draycott 
Sundays 10:30 am Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 

St. Chad’s, Wilne 
Sunday 8th 6:30 pm Evensong  

Note that Evensong from September and October will be at St. Chad’s on the 2nd 
Sunday and at St. Michael’s on the 4th Sunday. Once the clocks go back, the 4th 
Sunday will be at St. Michael’s.  

At last, we can sing in church! Because choral communion takes slightly longer, 
the first service at Breaston will start at 8:45 am to allow for enough time 
between the services. The north (left) side of the church will be for those who 
still wish to be socially distanced. 

Our website (covering both churches) is www.wdbchurches.org.uk. 

Facebook 
Keep in touch with what’s happening at St. Michael’s and St. Mary’s by looking 
at our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stmarysdraycottandstmichaelsbreaston/ 
Do join us for daily prayer at 9:30 am on weekdays on our Facebook page. 

Renew Café at Breaston 
 Every Thursday from September from 10 am to 12 pm in St. 
Michael’s Church, the church becomes a community space 
for a variety of hobbies and activities. These are run by the 
community for the community. You are welcome to come and 
relax and chat, or enjoy the peace in our quiet area, or share 
a hobby or skill, or join a workshop or activity. They are all 
free.  Simple refreshments are available or bring along a 
takeaway drink and cake from one of our great local cafés. Renew Café Breaston 
is hosted by St. Michael’s Church - all are welcome.  

For more info ring (01332) 872094 or email renew@wdbchurches.org.uk.  
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Methodist Church Services 
Draycott Methodist Church 

We are now open for worship 
Market Street Draycott DE72 3NB 

Social distancing and face masks required 
August 1st 10:30 am Mr Peter Goddard 

August 8th 10:30 am Rev Gill Sharp 

August 15th 10:30 am Rev: Colin Emerson  Holy Communion 

August 22nd 10:30 am Miss Ruth Pechey 

August 29th 10:30 am Mrs Judith Neal 

Please come and join us - You will receive a warm welcome 

 
Breaston Methodist Church 
Our services continue in our building at 10:30 am every Sunday morning with 

Covid guidelines in place: 

August 1st 10:30 am Rev’d Christine Fox 

August 8th 10:30 am Ms Louise Lawrenson 

August 15th 10:30 am Ms Helen Needham 

August 22nd 10:30 am Songs of Praise – local arrangement 

August 29th 10:30 am Rev’d Arnold Dixon – Holy Communion 

 

It has been so nice meeting together for the past weeks, but it will be so much 

better as we are now able to sing. The church is returning to normality and we 

look forward to welcoming everyone back. It has been a long absence, but we 

hope everyone will see the need to come together and worship. 

On Sunday 22nd August we are to have a “Songs of Praise” service. This is a local 

arrangement to mark the fact that we can – at last – sing in church. If you have 

a special hymn that you would like included in this service, please contact me. 

We will also be celebrating with cake – please come along! 

Our fortnightly bible study group, 'Thinking about God', and 4-weekly 

conversation game 'Tabletalk' continue by Zoom until we can meet in person and 

revert to indoor meetings. Further information nearer the time can be had from 

Paul on 07722 317 617. 

Nancy Plummer (01332) 873619 
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Articles 
“Friends” – I’ll be there for you 
Recently a very popular American comedy called Friends had a one-off reunion 

which was much anticipated by fans.  It ran for ten series from 1994 to 2004 with 

236 episodes in total.  The final episode which brought everything together was 

screened 17 years ago.  

It followed the lives of six flatmates living in New York – Joey, Ross, Chandler, 

Phoebe, Monica and Rachel who supported each other through all the ups and 

downs of life, and each character had their own unique way of dealing with 

these.   

They met regularly at a local coffee house called Central Perk to discuss all that 

was happening in their lives with much advice (both sensible and otherwise!) 

being given.    

Fans often had a favourite friend and mine was Phoebe because despite her 

troubled early years she always had a bright and positive outlook on life, 

although I have to admit to being most like Monica in reality.  

Just like this group of friends helped each other through thick and thin, Jesus is 

our best friend and helps us through all of life’s challenges.  The theme tune was 

I’ll be there for you by The Rembrandts and no matter what is happening, good 

or bad, Jesus will be there for us when the rain starts to pour into our lives. We 

just have to listen to his voice.  

Lauren Twells 

The Inside Story 
‘Have you ever been in prison?’ was a question that was asked of me in the 

Spring of 1999. 

I had been asked to set up a conference for Holy Trinity Brompton for their Alpha 

in Prisons department and had not really thought of being involved in any way, 

other than making sure the day at St. John’s College in Nottingham went well. 

When I was asked this question over the lunch break, I had to admit that I had 

never been in prison, thankfully – and was immediately challenged to make a 

visit and see what God would do with that experience. 

Jane, the lady who was pushing me ever so gently out of my comfort zone, 

invited me to come along to their weekly evening meeting in Lowdham Grange 
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Prison near Nottingham to give my testimony, ‘Miracles and Motorbikes’.  As this 

was a men’s prison, she thought the title of the talk would bring along an 

interested audience. 

First of all, I needed to get security clearance which involved filling in a form 

giving personal details.  This would then need to be checked by the prison 

authorities before we could make a date for my visit. Weeks passed until finally 

I got my clearance and made a date with Jane to talk at the mid-week meeting.   

She sent me some guidelines for my visit, with information such as do not bring 

in a handbag or a mobile phone, and that all valuables would need to be left at 

the gate in a locker.  I would need ID and was asked to bring along my passport.  

I was to wear something suitable, preferably not a low-neck tight sweater and 

not to put on perfume, as these are not helpful for the inmates! 

I felt rather nervous as I walked towards the prison gate.  HMP Lowdham Grange 

is quite a modern complex and this helped to make it seem less intimidating.  

After showing my ID and having my photo taken, I was asked several questions 

and then waited for someone from the Chaplaincy team to come and fetch me.  

I was issued with a badge that I had to wear at all times and went through a door 

that kept me in a sort of airlock as the other door couldn’t be opened until the 

first one had been closed.  I started to pray that I wouldn’t feel claustrophobic, 

something that I hadn’t thought about until that moment. 

As I walked with my escort outside across the yard to the block where we would 

be meeting, I was amazed at how many gates we had to pass through. At each 

one, we had to ask for it to be opened via the intercom. I made a mental note 

that if I came again I would wear a jacket with a hood as if it had been pouring 

with rain we would have been soaked to the skin by now, as umbrellas were one 

of the items that you are not allowed to bring in. As we reached the Chapel I 

prayed again not to feel too closed-in as the doors were banged shut and locked 

behind me. I made a mental note to have some inner healing at the next 

opportunity for my claustrophobia! 

When the inmates filed in, I was surprised at how normal they looked - no 

different from the lads I worked with at Dream Machine (my company that 

sprays motorcycles).  

It must have been God, as I felt really relaxed during the evening, but I was aware 

that I was not to be too complacent as some of these lads were in for very serious 

offences. We were not told about their offences, and we certainly didn’t ask 

them what there were in for. 
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I must say that the Holy Spirit was there very powerfully and I actually enjoyed 

my visit, so much so that I was happy to accept an invitation to be one of the 

speakers for their next Alpha course. 

One thing I did say to God, as I thanked him for this new ministry, was that I was 

OK with a men’s prison but He was not to send me to a women’s prison as I knew 

that would stretch me way too far. But ever since becoming a Christian in 1985 

and telling him that he could use me, I have learned that God likes to test my 

obedience… 

In 2001 I was asked, once again by Holy Trinity Brompton, if I would come and 

help with a Holy Spirit Day in a prison that their team was running.  (It is not 

called an away day for obvious reasons).  I had already been into several prisons 

by this time and run Holy Spirit days, one in a sex offenders’ prison which was 

God testing me to my limit as I nearly bottled out at the gate, but with my 

husband Jonathan supporting me, it turned out to be an amazing day. We were 

enabled to show the love of God for these broken souls in a way that was beyond 

any natural feelings. 

But this time it was different, as this was 

a women’s prison, 25 miles away from 

my home in Derbyshire.  I knew this was 

the ultimate challenge and agreed to 

help, just that once. 

What a day that turned out to be! I was 

not surprised by what I encountered 

inside - they were mostly young women, 

a lot of them obviously having been on 

drugs, many dressed like men with 

shaven heads but all of them needing 

Jesus. And there they were, asking for 

forgiveness and a new start.  Jesus was 

certainly there with a joy that was so 

amazing that it could only have come 

from Him in a place of such 

hopelessness. 

It was totally different to a men’s prison as a lot of the men, but not all, seemed 

to regard being there as something of an occupational hazard.  These girls were 

often drug addicts when they were born, whose mothers then died of an 

Jean (right) with friends Elsina and 
Joan about to enter HMP Foston 
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overdose; they were taken into care, or worse still had been sexually abused 

from being a baby by men who passed through their mother’s life. Many were 

parted from their own children or had had them taken into care as they started 

their sentence, and their hearts ached with the pain of separation. The drugs 

had been a way of numbing that pain, but they had to be paid for by prostitution 

or shoplifting - a vicious cycle that they were desperate to escape from. 

This is where Jesus wants to be, giving them hope and a future and the 

unconditional love that they had never felt before - but He needs to do it through 

us. 

Of course, you can guess that after that day I was in there helping to run the ten-

week Alpha course twice a year on Friday evenings, for five years. I was helped 

by a team of people who also felt a real call, many of them having come through 

Alpha themselves.  We also took services on Sundays on a rota with other teams 

from different churches.  In between visits I found that I missed not being there 

- something that I would never have thought possible. I visited many prisons, 

from open ones to Category A (terrorist’s) prisons. I went on to become the East 

Midlands Advisor for running Alpha in prisons. 

In Matthew 25, Jesus says that ‘when I was in prison you visited me’. However 

uncomfortable those words sounded to me originally, I now know that, for me, 

it is when I am out of my comfort zone that I really feel the power of God working 

through me. The next stage was to help those ex-offenders upon their release, 

but that is another story. 

Jean Lupton 

To find out more about the Alpha course, take a look at the alpha.org website, 

or contact Jean on (01332) 874170. 

Do you have an interesting story to tell? Perhaps somewhere you’ve been to 

that’s unusual, or something extraordinary that has happened to you or that you 

have done?  Let us know! 

Captain Edward Chawner 
4th Regiment, Veterans Battalion, Battle Of Waterloo Veteran 
Captain Chawner's grave lies in St. Michael's churchyard in Breaston on the left 

side of the path leading from the lych-gate to the church porch (second row in). 
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An officer in the 95th Regiment of Foot (Riflemen), 1st Battalion; Chawner was 

wounded at the Battle of Waterloo. Those of you who watched the TV series 

Sharpe may recall that this fictional 

character also belonged to the same 

regiment. In 1823 the 95th and 45th 

were amalgamated to form the 95th 

Derbyshire Regiment. Later. this, 

together with the militias of Derbyshire 

and Nottinghamshire and the counties 

respective Volunteer Regiments 

became The Sherwood Foresters 

(Derbyshire Regiment). 

On lists for September 18th, 1805 

Chawner was a 2nd Lieutenant in the 

68th Regiment; promoted to 

Lieutenant on December 19, 1805, and 

joined the 95th Regiment. By the time 

of the Battle of Waterloo in l8l5 Edward 

had been promoted to Captain and 

was in charge of his own company. 

Wounded at the battle Chawner retired on full pay, to live in Breaston and there 

married, after banns, Lettuce [sic] Cook, daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth, in St. 

Michael's on December 13th 1822. Their children, Elizabeth, Ellen and Edward 

were baptised in St. Michael's on October 5th, 1823, June 26th, 1825 and April 

8th, 1827 respectively. Captain Edward Chawner was buried on November 13th 

1826, aged 45. 

Breaston Churchwardens’ Accounts record “2,000 old brickes, (maybe from the 

old churchyard wall) were sold for the sum of £1 10s to Capt. Edward Chawner, 

an officer of H.M. Vet. Battn.” 

According to the Breaston 1841 tithe Map Schedule, Lettice Chawner was the 

landowner and occupier of plots Nos. 188 and 189 (House and Garden, Stable 

Yard and Garden). These were on Risley Lane, beyond the Navigation Inn and 

over the canal bridge: the house and garden on the left side of the road and the 

stable yard and garden on the right. Lettice also was the landowner of plot 115, 

‘Ox Pasture’ at the Draycott end of the village, the occupier being Joseph 

Bosworth. 

MEMORIAL INSCRIPTION 

Sacred to the memory of Edward Chawner 

Later captain in the Rifle Brigade 

Who departed this life On the 8th November 

MDCCCXXVI 

In the 45th year of his age 

He was a brave officer and an honourable man 

He died trusting in his saviour 

And looking forward to a Happy resurrection 

(buried November 13th 1826) 

Sacred to the memory of Lettice 

The wife of Captain Edward Chawner 

Who died September 1st 1854 

In the 56 Year of her age 

(buried September 3rd, 1854 of St. Peter’s, 

Derby) 

Sacred to the memory of Ellen Chawner 

Who died September 1st December 7th 1866 

Aged 41 

(buried December 12th 1866 of Derby) 
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By 1848 the property on Risley Lane was up for sale and an advert in a Derby 

Mercury issue of Wednesday, April 9th (see left).  

An 1840 plan of St. Michael's 

pews shows Mrs Chawner as 

occupier of number 14 

which was almost in front of 

the 'Breaston Boy'. 

Lettice and daughter, Ellen, 

had moved to 17 Macklin 

Street, in the parish of St. 

Werburgh, Derby by 1851. I 

cannot trace daughter 

Elizabeth with any certainty 

but son, Edward appears on 

the 1851 census return for 

Bawtry, Yorkshire as a 

journeyman printer and 

servant to Martha Wilson, a 

stationer and printer. 

THE WILL OF CAPTAIN 

EDWARD CHAWNER 

This is the last will and Testament of me Edward Chawner of Breason [sic]  in the 

County of Derby Captain on retired full pay, of the late 4th Retd. Vet. Batt made 

when in sound mind memory and understanding. I give and bequeath unto my 

dear wife Lettice Chawner all my personal and freehold property of every kind 

and description subject to the payment of all my just debts and ffuneral [sic] 

expenses and in the want of her dying during my life time I give & bequeath the 

same unto our Children* in equal shares but first subject also to the liquidation 

of my debts as aforementioned and I do hereby appoint the said Lettice Chawner 

sole Executrix should she survive me but in case of me outliving her I do appoint 

our said Children* both my [illegible] executors to this my will declaring it to be 

my last.  

In Witness thereof I thereunto subscribe my hand and Seal in the presence of 

the undersigned Witnesses this fifth day of April one thousand eight hundred 

and twenty five.  

Signed Edward Chawner in the presence of Peter Warburton, Arthur Howgill 
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*at the period of making this my Will my beloved wife & self have only one, 

daughter borne of the name of Elizabeth but as another child bids fair to be soon 

presented to us & in all human probability others following I intend specifying 

their names in succession in order to explain more clearly the part of my 

testament. Signed Edwd Chawner 

names of Children born of Edward & Lettice Chawner, Elizabeth born 4th Oct 

1823 Ch. Breason [sic] Ellen 25 June 1825 

My wife will be entitled at my death to a pension of 50 pounds a year as Captains 

widow for which application must be made to the Right Honourable the 

Secretary at War, War Office, London 

Prov'ed at London 23 Jan 1827 before the Judge by the oath of Lettice Chawner 

the relict & sole executrix to whom admon. [administration] was granted being 

first sworn by Common duty to Adm Ref: The National Archives PROB 11/1727 

Sandra Stock 

By kind permission from the editor of the Derbyshire Family History Society 

Magazine, where this article was first published in September 2015 Issue 154 

àűƑťόģƑņόØŌƇģǹ  is coming back! 
Hello, my name is Julie Phillips – you may know me from the post office in 

Breaston. I love singing and I wanted to start a group in the village for adults that 

like to sing even if you can't sing! We are NOT a choir, but sing just for fun. We 

have all ages and welcome men and women. 

Singing is so good for you it really lifts your spirits… and boy, do our spirits need 

lifting after these last 18 months! 

Why not come along and have an hour of escapism and make new friends? Don't 

be afraid to come on your own: lots of people do. 

Examples of songs we sing are That's Amore, I Will Survive, Dancing Queen, You 

Make Me Feel My Love (Adele), I Could Have Danced All Night, My favourite 

Things, Tainted Love, Sweet Caroline and many more. 

I look forward to meeting you and welcoming old friends back. 

Let’s hope Boris lets us sing again!!!!  watch out for posters around the village. 

Starting TUESDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2.30 pm to 3:30 pm and 7:15 pm to 8:15 

pm then on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday in the month in Breaston Scout Hut (on 

Blind Lane, behind Anderson’s). Adults only.  £4 per session. 
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For more information ring me on 07812 926 178. 

Julie Phillips 

Gardening tips 
It's Gardener Steve here! And I am bringing you your 

monthly gardening tips, news and events. 

I do hope you are all having a great summer and that your 

gardens, both ornamental and edible, are flourishing. Try 

and spend as much time in them as you can but remember 

don’t forget to have a minute to relax, grab yourself your 

favourite drink and put your feet up and reflect on all your 

efforts so far this year.  

Jobs in the garden this month 
• Pick runner beans regularly to prevent them from becoming stringy 

and to make room for developing beans.  

• Keep on top of weeds as they compete with plants for nutrients and 

water.  

• Stake tall or top-heavy Dahlias and Lilies to prevent wind and rain 

damage. 

• Keep patio container plants well-watered and feed with a liquid high 

potash fertiliser every fortnight. 

• Trim your lavender plants after they’ve finished flowering to keep them 

compact.  

Gardener Steve’s plant of the month  
Rudbeckia fulgida var. Sullivantii ‘goldstrum’ (Coneflower) 

Rudbeckia can be annuals, biennials or 

herbaceous perennials, with simple or 

pinnately divided leaves and large daisy-

like flower-heads with yellow or orange 

rays surrounding a prominent conical disk. 

'Goldstrum' is a herbaceous perennial 

forming a clump to 60cm in height, with 

erect stems bearing narrowly ovate leaves and dark-eyed, deep yellow flowers 

to 12cm across. This award-winning coneflower is mostly used in flower borders 

and beds, as cut flowers, cottage gardens, and informal garden prairie planting. 
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Flowering period:  August to October 

Height and Spread:  60cm x 60cm (2ft x 2ft) 

Soil:   Any soil but well drained 

Hardiness:  Hardy 

Propagation:  Propagate by division in spring or autumn 

Pruning:  Deadhead faded flowers 

Pest and Diseases:  Generally pest-free 

Message from Blue Skies the Limit  Events & Adventure  
It has now been a year since we last hit the road with Gardener Steve and his 

garden day trips due to Covid –19. Over the past three years, we have travelled 

miles from Surrey to North Yorkshire and visited gardens of all shapes and sizes 

and such variety as Westonbirt Arboretum, RHS Harlow Carr & Wisley, Ness & 

Cambridge Botanic Gardens, Biddulph Grange, Hardwick Hall and Hidcote just to 

name a few.  

 We are so looking forward to getting our garden day trips up and running again 

and we have missed welcoming our lovely guests and visiting beautiful gardens.         

For our trips, we have the pleasure of hiring Harpurs Coaches. We have a 

designated driver Colin who is now part of our Blue Skies family. And with a 

variety of pick-up points locally, it’s easy to get on board. 

If you enjoy visiting gardens, flower shows, botanical gardens, stately homes, 

garden centres and would like to meet new friends plus wanting a great day out, 

why not get in touch with us?  

During the pandemic, we have kept in touch with our guests on our mailing list 

with a newsletter from the Blue Skies team plus gardening advice, a quiz, fun 

fact, and a terrible garden joke from Gardener Steve!    

If you would like to be added to our mailing list and receive our free newsletter 

then please get in touch with Michelle at Blue Skies The Limit on 07413 408751 

or email infoblueskiesthelimit@gmail.com. 

Remember please keep getting in touch with your stories, photos, events, 

general gardening advice and help with plant identification just email me at 

gardenersteve24@live.co.uk. 

Look forward to hearing from you and see you all in September!  

Gardener Steve Walton 
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Contacts 
Draycott 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Rev’d Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Rev’d Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Mary’s) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chad’s) 

 Treasurer Paul Stuttle 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Jodie Kirk 07711 270109 

 St Mary’s Hall Caroline Riley 01332 874339 

 Friends of St Chad’s Lynne Blackburn 01332 873874 

  Keith Wright 01332 875641 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Rev’d Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Lay Pastor Judith Neal 01332 832108 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Allison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild Mary Murden 01332 873388 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Hopgood  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or www.girlguiding.org.uk 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group alesi4@sky.com 

  Clive Wilkinson 01332 872615 

Draycott and Church Wilne Parish Council clerk@draycott-pc.gov.uk 

  Sheena Butcher (Clerk) 01332 875278 

www.draycottparishcouncil.org 

Draycott Army Cadet Detachment - Fern Marie Denner     07702 086813

   

Would you like your group’s contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 8) 
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Breaston 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

   office@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk 

 The Rector Rev’d Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

rector@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk 

 Associate Priest Rev’d Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Rev’d Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

 Youth, Children’s and Community Worker 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Rev’d Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Breaston Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk 

Breaston Gala Sarah Lester www.breastongala.org.uk 

   secretary@breastongala.org.uk 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Parish Council Parish Rooms, Blind Lane 01332 870119 

   breastonparish@btconnect.com 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

  John Bowley 07793 550595 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

Sunbeams  Jodie Kirk 07711 270109 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Youth Caf® Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

 

http://www.breastonpark.com/
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