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Thought for the month 
January is a time to reminisce about the past year, good, bad and indifferent. 
Even so, the political landscape is very different now and as I write we as a 
country are travelling into the unknown. The truth of the matter is this: who 
are you following and where are they taking you? And can you trust them? 

One thing that I do know is that even though there have been times in my 
life where I was not sure where God was leading me in terms of the 
direction of my life.  I knew that when he said; “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you” (Deuteronomy 31:6) that he meant it and I could depend on 
him in all situations and circumstances whether I was afraid or not. 

In the Bible, God appeared to Abraham and called him out of his country, 
his kindred, and his father’s house, unto the land that God would show him. 
Did Abraham believe? Hebrews chapter 11 in the Bible tells us that 
Abraham believed and followed God. 

Sometimes God calls us away from family and friends even from the place 
where we were brought up so that he might show us the intentions of his 
heart as well as the good things that he has for us in our future. He said: 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to 
you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart.” (Jeremiah chapter 29: 11-13) 

This time next year will you be doing the same things that you have always 
been doing and sometimes making little or no progress in life? Or will you 
take a leap of faith and consider what your life would be like if you put it 
into God’s hands? 

I can assure you that if you ask Jesus into your life, life will take on a whole 
new meaning whereby he will show you what a God-given life looks like 
and how to live it.  JUST ASK HIM AND SEE! 

Rev’d Arnold Dixon, Breaston Methodist Church 
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Wfstf pg uif npoui 
Be anxious for nothing, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 

Philippians 4:6 

Rvcmjtifst 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michael’s PCC on 
behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed 
by Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michael’s Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, 
Derby, DE72 3DX, or see details on page 36. 

400 copies are printed monthly (by Elson & Hall of Long Eaton) for 
distribution around Breaston and Draycott and are available for purchase 
in local shops. 

Epqz Fbz 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 
(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 
news can be passed to Rev’d Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month 
to be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late 
copy will have to be held over. 

Hspn uif fejups 
A Happy New Year to all our readers. New year, new design: we’ve tweaked 
the design of the front cover, and changed the typeface inside. We hope 
you like it!  If you want to let us know what you think, please get in touch. 

Inside we have articles about two local authors who have recently 
published books. Les Barnard has two books out, in fact: one 
autobiographical in nature, the other a book of poetry. Read about it on 
page 24. Dean Anderson – of Anderson’s on Blind Lane – has published his 
account of how the Aspire Trust started. Now called the Canaan Trust, the 
charity was founded 25 years ago to provide accommodation and support 
for the homeless of Long Eaton and district. Read more on page 26. 

Finally, following from Rev’d Dixon’s Thought for the month, you can see 
on YouTube what happened to my wife Jean when she asked Jesus into 
her life: just search for Miracles and Motorbikes and “Jean Lupton”. 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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%ujmm %qbdf 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Pensées  
Growing up in the Potteries, I was used to the smell of turpentine that 
pervaded our house; used to the sight of a rickety table set out with 
brushes, colours, palette knife and half-finished ware; familiar with the 
sight of my mother laboriously painting ceramic jewellery and flower bowls 
hour after hour, fitting in her job around family life. I remember watching, 
fascinated, as she painted pansies, delicately shading around the edges of 
the petals, blending-in the darker 
blotches, deftly adding the 
streaks. Perhaps it’s why I’ve 
always loved pansies. 

Cultivated and developed 
extensively in Victorian 
times, pansies (from pensées in 
French) are associated with 
thoughts and with love. Sown in early autumn, hardy winter varieties will 
grow and flower as the days shorten, through wind, rain and even snow, 
splashing their cheer throughout our parks and gardens, faces turned 
towards the fleeting sun. 

What an inspiration as we begin a new year. When days are dark and 
shrouded with cloud and driving rain, when we are wrestling with 
challenges, uncertain what lies ahead, we can still turn our own faces 
towards the Son - to the God who loves us, who died for us and who walks 
with us by his Spirit through summer sunshine and winter storms alike. 

And this is how I remember my mother, in the last years of her life, now 
painting bookmarks and pebbles as a way of exploring and sharing her 
faith, always turning her gaze towards the God she loved so dearly. 

 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the 

joy set before him endured the cross, 

scorning its shameé 

Consider him é 

so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. (Hebrews 12: 2-3) 

 
 

April McIntyre - Lay Reader, St. Michael’s, Breaston 
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Breaston Village News 

 
Each year the Forum purchases three Christmas trees 
from the Farm Shop to decorate the Memorial garden 
in the centre of the village. Will from the Farm shop 
gives up his time to put them up for us and they are 
decorated by members of the Forum committee. This 
year we have some special decorations which have 
been made by children from the Youth Café with the 
help of Sarah Warburton, one of our committee. I 
hope you like them. We also provide the lights for the 
2 trees at the side of the Co-op. 

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas. 

Julie Rowlinson 
Email: newsletter@breaston.info or ring Julie on 07900 241886. 

OfoǴt Fbohfs Emvc 
As a child, I can remember visiting the dentist to have a tooth out. The block 
to keep the teeth apart, the gas mask, “Count to ten”, I don’t think that I ever 
reached five, then waking up with blood in the mouth, rinse and go home 
with Mum, a scarf covering my mouth. Today anaesthetics have made that 
so much better. 

All of us have at some time had an anaesthetic. Doctor John Bowley, a 
retired Consultant Anaesthetist at the Nottingham University Hospitals, 
came to the Men’s Danger Club to talk about anaesthetics and his work 
before, in and after the operating theatre. 

An anaesthetic is designed to numb an area, relax the area and con the 
brain that all is okay. Local anaesthetics are injected to wrists, ankles etc. 
so that operations can take place without causing pain or undue comfort 
to the patient often whilst remaining awake. This is especially important for 
a Caesarean operation. A perfect injection into an exact area near the spine 
with the precise dose to numb just the lumbar region so that there is the 
least discomfort for mother and baby. 

In the operating theatre, the anaesthetist is monitoring the patient all the 
time – oxygen levels, heartbeat, blood levels, amount and level of 
anaesthetic(s) to keep the patient stable during the operation. 

mailto:newsletter@breaston.info
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 When the scalpel begins to cut the skin, the body would send a message 
to the brain, “Something’s wrong here. Do something about it. Send a 
message to contract the muscles” the job of the anaesthetist is to stop that 
message and relax the muscles so that the operation can continue. 

Anaesthesia has come a long way since the use of ether which was 
commonly used in Victorian times. In those days they had no ability to 
measure how much give a patient but thankfully it didn’t matter as too 
much would not kill a patient. However, it did have its drawbacks. It was 
highly inflammable and there were cases of it being given in homes, an 
open fire and BANG! Not only the patient died but also those around them! 

Chloroform came next and much easier to calculate the correct dose, and 
later opium. These dealt with unconsciousness and pain relief. Today there 
are a variety of medications to deal with the various symptoms which 
patients have. John went on to talk about the importance of muscle 
relaxation to enable the surgeon to work freely within the body cavities. He 
explained how drugs initially derived from the poison used on South 
American blowpipe darts are used to paralyse muscles, and pointed out 
the not-inconsequential side-effects that they also could stop the patient 
breathing!  All this is monitored throughout the operation and eventually 
reversing the paralysis prior to allowing the patient to recover 
consciousness. 

The work of an anaesthetist is not confined to their work in the operating 
theatre. They need to meet and prepare the patient prior to the operation 
to relax and assure them. John always gave them a mild injection to relax 
them before the injection to send them to sleep. He monitored the patient 
throughout their surgery. Afterwards, he visited the patient to chat with 
them and discuss any queries. 

Patients remember doctors, nurses, consultants and send them cards or 
gifts - but not to anaesthetists! 

Our next event will celebrate our 100th meeting which will be a meal at the 
“Royal Oak”, Ockbrook on Friday 31st. January 2020. You are welcome with 
your wife, partner or girlfriend, to come and join us to find out about the 
Men’s Danger Club. 

We wish you a happy and prosperous New Year. 

John Skinner 

John S john.judy184@outlook.com 
Adrian adrianyoung@hotmail.com 
John B drj.bowley@googlemail.com 
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Emvct boe %pdjfujft 
Breaston W.I. News  
The speaker for our November meeting was Pete Sturgess who came in to 
Tell us a Story. An accomplished Storyteller, Pete gave us four very 
interesting tales each centred on local areas and all told with a fascinating 
passion. As each story unfolded the moral of the tale soon became clear.  
Lovely listening for a winter’s evening. 

Ladies had on their dancing shoes for our Dine and Dance evening at The 
Sportsman.  No teacups this evening just lots of Fun, Laughter and 
Friendship.  Thank you to Julie and Kay for arranging the programme. 

Christmas came early as members 
enjoyed a Christmas outing to 
Chatsworth and the Christmas market. A 
chance to grab a bargain and make an 
early start to the festive season. The 
theme for the beautifully decorated 
house was around the world in 80 days. 

Thank you to Rosemary and Gill for 
organising a special day out. 

Our ladies have been up and on it for 
a winter walk across the fields to 
Draycott.  With Sue and Melody 
leading the way and very welcome 
coffee stop, we all had a wonderful 
morning.  A regular feature now in our 
programme, a great time to get out in 
the countryside and catch up. 

One of our last events for 2019 was 
the Harrington Group of WI’s Christmas carol concert at Borrowash 
Methodist Church. 

We were beautifully entertained by ladies representing Ockbrook and 
Borrowash, Asterdale, Spondon (afternoon), Draycott and Wilne, Breaston 
and Elvaston WI’s.  A great range of festive sketches and well-chosen 
poetry was enjoyed in the setting of a delightfully decorated Church.  The 
Carol singing reminding us all of the Christmas story.  We were certainly 
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 ready to enjoy the end of evening cuppa, stollen and mince pies. Merry 
Christmas! 

Our WI enjoyed a busy and memorable year so thank you to our Committee 
and Events Team for all your superb 
efforts and hard work.  Currently, our 
own festive plans are well underway, 
and we wish everyone a peaceful 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Shirley Walker on behalf of Breaston 
WI 

Follow us on facebook:  

www.facebook.com/breastonwomensinstitute 

Breaston Belles WI  
Hello 2020!  The Breaston Belles wound up the old year with a Christmas 
Party and Quiz and the members brought lots of nice things to eat – what 
a spread!  This was followed a week later with our Annual Christmas meal 
which was held at the Risley Park Hotel, it included a free raffle with lots of 
interesting prizes.  For the coming year, we have planned a full programme 
of speakers and outings starting with our 3rd Birthday Party on 9 January, 
when we will be having yet another foody experience in the form of 
cake.  We will also enjoy a talk by Helen Walland on her ‘Quilting Journey’. 

If you are interested in joining the Breaston Belles WI, please contact our 
Membership Secretary, Chris Barker on 07951 166732, who will let you 
know how soon you can take up membership.  In the meantime, we will 
keep you informed in advance of everything that is happening, and you 
may attend meetings up to three times a year. 

Janice Dawson, Secretary, Breaston Belles WI 

Breaston Flower Circle  

ôWinterõ by Craig Bullock, Duchess Theatre, Long Eaton 

An arrangement entitled ‘A Welcome Lantern’ introduced the club’s Open 
Demonstration with a bang. Artificial metallic honesty set amongst other 
plant material was so effectively used in order to refract the light, changing 
perspective and giving us a taste of the magic which was to follow. 

Craig’s ensuing designs followed the shape and colour of the containers. 
One majestic white structure evoked the drama and wonder of stalactites 
and was created from tangled roots perfect for the cascade of reverse 
coloured and silvery-green foliage which set off the ‘delicate flurry of 
snowflakes’ of spikey white chrysanthemums. White carnations and black-
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0 eyed gerbera followed a central line down to lime green hydrangeas and 
lilies clustered in the centre. 

Large brightly coloured roses, bells of Ireland, spikey anastasia 
chrysanthemums and a variety of anthuriums dramatically contrasted and 
opened out to the twisted ragged shapes of the dried American palms 
bronze asparagus and gold sprayed fatsia leaves in several of the 
arrangements. 

By the end of the evening, the stage was 
filled with such a splash of colour. Craig 
demonstrated so effectively the 
meaning and joy of colour and how the 
cold of winter can create such an inner 
glowing tingle of warmth. 

   Another fabulous evening to end the 
year’s programme and a credit to the 
hard work of the club’s committee. 

 

Date and time of next meetings at Methodist Hall, Breaston; 

28th January 2020 ‘Addicted to Strictly’ by June Bradley 
25th February 2020 AGM 

The Falls  Clinic  
Mondays 11:00 am for about one hour in the Breaston Methodist Church 
Hall. The cost is £3.50 per week. Contact Jo on 07794 157 766 for more 
information. 

Breaston  Evergreen s Club  
For the over 60s, held on Tuesdays 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm in the Breaston 
Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane. Call Sylvia on 0115 9733597 or Sheila on 
01332 872633 for further information. 

Breaston  Churches  Together  Lunch  Club  
Lunch Club is held on alternate Fridays in the Breaston Methodist Church 
Hall. The dates in January are 10th and 24th. Please contact Nancy on 01332 
873619 if you can help, especially with driving guests to and from the Lunch 
Club. 

Sing and relax at the  Breaston Scout Hut  
Lonely and fed up of winter? Then come along to Sing & Relax. We have a 
new venue: Breaston Scout Hut (behind Andersons on Blind Lane). We 
have a new afternoon session as well. We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of the month; the afternoon session is 2 pm till 3 pm and the evening 
session is 7 pm till 8 pm. The new session starts on Tuesday 14th Jan – price 
£3.50. 
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 Over 18's both male and female very welcome. We are a very friendly 
group and whatever kind of day we are having we always leave with a good 
smile on our faces! We are NOT a choir; we just sing along for FUN with a 
wide variety of songs. Come along start the new year with a smile and meet 
a new friend. 

Ring Julie Phillips on 07812 926 178 if you have any queries. 

Bridge Club  
Meets 1:30–3:30 pm on Mondays in the Scout Hall, Blind Lane. Just turn up. 

Dsfbtupo Rbsjti Epvodjm 
Memorials  
As you will probably be aware the Parish Council have been carrying out 
Memorial Safety checks at the cemetery, following a year of publicity and 
contacting plot owners,  some stones were still found to be unsafe and we 
have now reached a stage where some memorials have been laid. The 
checking process is ongoing and further stones may still be laid.  If you 
870119. 

Carol Concert  
On a happier note, the annual 
Christmas Carol Concert and Light 
Switch on was a great success with a 
good crowd enjoying mulled wine 
and mince pies and a super sing 

along. Special thanks to the 
Brownies, Ilkeston Brass, 
Reverend Dixon and Lily Taylor 
Ward who all helped the make the evening special! 

Breaston Calendar  
This year’s Calendar Photo competition was very popular with nearly 150 
entries, the judging team managed to reduce that to 15 winners and 
calendars are on sale in The Chequers, Anderson’s Fine Foods, The 
Navigation and the Parish Office. Winners were presented with their prizes 
following the December Parish Council meeting. Watch this space for news 
of the 2020 calendar competition.  

We wish all residents a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

Nicala O’Leary, Parish Clerk 

Brownies singing their 
Christmas song 

Lily entertains the crowd 
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Draycott Village News 
Fsbzdpuu boe Eivsdi Xjmof Rbsjti Epvodjm Pfxt 
Make a difference Ǳ become a Parish Councillor  
Due to a resignation, we have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor.  If 
successful, the term of office will be until the next election in May 2023. 

If you are interested in becoming a Councillor, please visit our website 
www.draycottparishcouncil.org and review the co-option policy under the 
Policies and Plans section. 

In this policy is an application form, the deadline for applications will be 
5 pm Friday 3rd January. If you apply, you will need to attend the Parish 
Council Meeting on Tuesday 14th January from 7:30 pm onwards.  If there 
is more than one application, we will follow the procedures in the policy. 

Please either email your application to draycottpc@gmail.com or a hard 
copy can be handed in at the Parish Rooms, Elvaston Street, Draycott. 

For more information, please either visit the website or contact the Clerk, 
Sheena Butcher, Tel: 875278 or email draycottpc@gmail.com. 

Parish Council  meetings  
Upcoming meeting dates: 

14 January 6:45 pm Planning and Transport Committee Meeting 
 7:30 pm Full Council Meeting 
11 February  6.45 pm Planning and Transport Committee Meeting 
 7.30 pm Full Council Meeting 
10 March  6.45 pm Planning and Transport Committee Meeting 
 7.30 pm Full Council Meeting 
Agendas and minutes of meetings are published on the notice boards on 
Lime Grove, next to the toilets on Victoria Road and on our website. All 
Council meetings are open for the public to attend; the first 15 minutes are 
for residents to comment on any matters to the Parish Council. 

Our website www.draycottparishcouncil.org has all of the information 
regarding Parish Council activities, latest news and contacts – please visit 
the website to find out monthly news, agenda’s, minutes from all meetings 
and our policies and procedures. 

We also have a Facebook page called Draycott & Church Wilne Parish 
Council which we use to share information. 

For more information please contact Sheena Butcher (the clerk) on 01332 
875278 or email draycottpc@gmail.com. 

http://www.draycottparishcouncil.org/
mailto:draycottpc@gmail.com
mailto:draycottpc@gmail.com
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Fsbzdpuu Wjmmbhf Hvoe boe ǶKo DmppnǷ 
This time of year is busy for everyone, but in Draycott people have been 
even busier than usual this year. 

In Bloom plans  
To help Draycott continue with its ‘Gold’ success in the ‘In Bloom’ 
competitions, they need plants, and lots of them!  To help fund their future 
planting a ‘Pop-up Shop’ was opened at The Veg Patch Greengrocers in 
Draycott on Saturday 30 November. Draycott residents really put their 
heads together and created some beautiful items to sell, with all goods for 
sale following their philosophy of up-cycling and re-cycling.  

Among the many items for sale were stunning hand-made Christmas 
ornaments, Christmas stockings, unique gifts, Christmas wreaths, plus 
much more.   Unsurprisingly, the event was a great success and has given 
an amazing boost to funds. Every penny is to be used by Draycott in Bloom 
and the Draycott Village Fund to ensure the village can continue looking 
beautiful and residents can enjoy their village and the many events 
planned throughout the coming year. 

If you didn’t manage to get to the Pop-Up Shop this time, its success 
inevitably means there will be another in the future, especially in the run-
up to Christmas next year. So, look out for posters or check out the Draycott 
in Bloom website or find us on Facebook. 

Christmas Lights and Street Fayre  
The Pop-up Shop was quickly followed by the Christmas Lights and Street 
Fayre which took place on 3 December. This is always a fantastic night, 
attended by hundreds of people, and another important fundraiser for the 
village.  Hopefully, many of you will have attended and so know first-hand 
what a great 
evening it was. This 
year the businesses 
based in Draycott 
did an amazing job 
organising the 
event. The selection 
of stalls meant there 
was something for 
everyone. The food 
stalls offered a great 
selection of treats to either enjoy on the night or purchase and take home 
as a special Christmas gift.  

Father Christmas made a very welcome return to the village arriving in a 
beautifully decorated vintage car, and when the lights were turned on, he 
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0 had to agree, the 
village looked 
stunning! He had a lot 
of fun meeting all the 
children and he has 
promised to come 
back and visit us 
again next year!  

It was then time to put on our flares (or Christmas jumpers!), turn back the 
clock and hit the dance floor at a ’60s/’70s Disco Night in St Mary’s Church 
Hall on 6 December. With Gary Dundas reviving his skills as DJ (pictured, 
right) the evening was fantastic fun. The dance floor was packed, the food 
was delicious and everyone had a smile 
on their face - what more could you 
want? Plus, the evening raised funds for 
DVF/DiB and the Church, so another 
event bound to be repeated in the future.  

2020 
The Spring planting has now been 
completed and so not a great deal of 
activity will be visible by the ‘Dibbers’ for 
the next few months, but be assured, 
there will be a lot happening behind the 
scenes. The ‘Dibbers’ are currently 
planning their theme and planting 
scheme for next year and are keen to get 
started as soon as Spring arrives. Let’s 
hope the Winter is kind to us in the 
meantime.  

Thank you to everyone who supports Draycott Village Fund and Draycott 
in Bloom, in any way, large or small. Without your help and support we 
couldn’t achieve what we do.  

Teresa Batchelor 

Ispvqt boe tpdjfujft 
Tea with Friends  
‘Tea with friends’ meet on the first and third Mondays of the month at the 
Methodist Church Hall, Draycott, 2–4 pm for tea, coffee, cakes, 
presentations, quizzes and of course, bingo. All are welcome. Just £2 per 
person. Please note the change of week and venue. 
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 For enquiries, contact Jane Brown via phone (01332875445) or email to 
janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk. 

Draycott Craft & Chat  
A drop-in craft and chat session. Bring your own craft projects & get 
together with other crafters for inspiration, advice and the essential cuppa. 
Read more on Facebook – search for @DraycottCraftandChat. Meetings are 
usually on alternate Tuesdays in the Scout Hall, and a donation of £3 is 
requested to cover hall costs. 

Draycott  Writers'  Group  
The Draycott Writers' Group is a small group set up by local author Angela 
Garry. For anyone who would like to join us, our meeting nights are the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, same time - 6:30 pm to 8 / 
8:30 at the Coach and Horses. 
Newcomers will always be very welcome: bring a notebook and pen! 

Draycott  and Wilne  Women's  Institute  
Draycott & Wilne members enjoyed a Murder Mystery at their October 
meeting.  Looking forward, this is the time of year for social occasions such 
as Group Meetings, parties and our Annual Meeting.  The members will hold 
a Show and Tell session after the business of the evening.  Our 2020 
programme is shaping up to be exciting, so come and see for yourself. 

Draycott & Wilne WI meets on the 3rd Thursday in the month at the 
Methodist Church Hall, Market Street at 7:30 pm.  We would love to see any 
ladies join us. 

If you would like to join us, please do so on the 3rd Thursday of each month 
in the Methodist Church Hall, Market St, Draycott at 7:30 pm. 

Kris Bingham, draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com 

Tpubsz Emvc pg Eivsdi Xjmof 
Club Meetings in November  

Molly Windsor ð speaker 18 November 

The winner of the 2018 BAFTA TV Award 
for Best Actress, Molly Windsor, was the 
speaker on 18 November. She won the 
Award for her portrayal as the 14-year-
old girl victim in the 2017 BBC TV series 
“Three Girls”. The story was told from 
the viewpoint of three of the young 
victims who were groomed and abused 
by the gang members of the Rochdale 
Child Sex Abuse Ring. After Molly’s very 
moving talk the Club made a donation of Molly at the BAFTAs in 2018 

mailto:janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com
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0 £250 to Safe and Sound Derby, a charity which helps children and young 
people in Derbyshire in desperate need of help from sexual exploitation. 

Visit to Taylorõs Bell Foundry 21 November 

A group of members and wives enjoyed a trip back in time to the world-
famous Taylor’s Bell Foundry in Loughborough. There was a big contrast in 
the very old technology used at the Bell Foundry compared to that seen 
by club members at the recent visits to the very high-tech companies JCB 
and Toyota. 

Prof. John Walker - speaker on 25 November 

Club member Prof. John Walker outlined his career in Global Security 
Services and in the use of the Dark Net in global security. He also supports 
Safe and Sound Derby. 

Sergeant at Armsõ Tin 

At the end of the weekly meetings the Club’s Sergeant at Arms levies light-
hearted fines for minor indiscretions and a contribution to the charity tin is 
requested. The tin was becoming full with loose change and so in 
November a donation of £272 was made to the Derby County Community 
Trust for a specific project and £164 was donated to Safe and Sound Derby. 

Other Charity Donations  

In addition to the cheques for £11,918 in total, which were presented at the 
Special Evening on 4 November, details of which appeared in the “Latest 
News” last month, the Club has made a donation for the Draycott Craft & 
Chat Group of £410. 

Santaõs Christmas Float 

This will have taken place by the time this article goes to press and further 
information will appear in next month’s Latest News. The Club’s 49 
members and the friends who help with the collections are all hoping for a 
snow- and rain-free period. 

 

Visit www.churchwilnerotary.org.uk or Facebook for up to date details. 

For more information about Rotary Club of Church Wilne events or 
becoming a member, please visit our website 
www.churchwilnerotary.org.uk, or contact Mick White, Secretary 
at rccw1220@gmail.com. Members meet Monday (excluding Bank 
Holidays) 6:30 pm at the Royal Oak, Ockbrook. 

http://www.churchwilnerotary.org.uk/
mailto:rccw1220@gmail.com
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Church News 
%voebz %fswjdft  
%u0 OjdibfmǴt. Dsfbtupo 
Each Sunday 8:45 am 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion  
Celebration Service 

5 January 6:30 pm Evensong at St. Mary’s, Draycott 
12 January 6:30 pm Evensong 
19 January 10:30 am 

5:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

United Service in St. Michael’s 
5 o’clock service (n.b. this is now monthly) 
Evensong at St. Mary’s, Draycott 

26 January 6:30 pm Evensong 

%u0 ObszǴt. Fsbzdpuu ( %u0 EibeǴt. Eivsdi Xjmof 
5 January 10:30 am 

 6:30 pm 
United All-Age Worship, Methodist Church 
Evensong 

12 January 10:30 am 
6:30 pm 

Holy Communion 
Evensong at St. Michael’s, Breaston 

19 January 10:30 am 
6:30 pm 

All-Age Worship 
Evensong 

26 January 10:30 am 
6:30 pm 

Holy Communion 
Evensong at St. Michael’s, Breaston 

Draycott Methodist Church  
5 January 10:30 am 

4:00 pm 
United All Age Worship – Rev’d Colin Emerson 
Mr Roy Milward 

12 January 10:30 am 
4.00 pm 

Café Style Worship - Mrs Mary Calladine 
Rev’d Colin Emerson Covenant Service with 
Holy Communion 

19 January 10:30 am 
4:00 pm 

United All Age Worship at St. Mary’s Church 
Rev’d Dr Gary Watt 

26 January 10:30 am 
4:00 pm 

Rev’d Colin Emerson - Holy Communion 
Rev’d Keith Burchell 

Breaston Methodist Church  
5 January 10:30 am Joel Baldry 
12 January 10.30 am Andrew Davies 
19 January 10:30 am United Service at St. Michael’s 
26 January 10:30 am Sacrament (Rev’d Arnold Dixon) 

Knqpsubou dibohf up tfswjdf ujnft 
It has been decided that during the winter months of December, January 
and February the Evening Service at the Methodist church in Draycott will 
be at 4 pm instead of 6 pm.  This is better for those who don’t like the dark 
nights! 
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Fsbzdpuu Eivsdift Uphfuifs Rsbzjoh gps Fsbzdpuu 
Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all. If you 
have a concern for all the people who live or work in Draycott then you are 
welcome to join us at any time between 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. We know that 
some people attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we 
pray. 
The next meeting is on Wednesday January 29th at Draycott Methodist 
Church, Market Street. Join us if you can! 

Dsfbtupo Ofuipejtu Eivsdi 
Social Get Together  
We invite you to join us once a fortnight on a Wednesday morning when 
tea, coffee, teacakes and biscuits will be served in the Chapel Foyer from 
10:30 am until 12 noon. The price will be £1.75. This will be an opportunity to 
meet for a chat and refreshment. We look forward to seeing you. The next 
date is the 8th of January. 

Table  Talk  
On the fourth Thursday afternoon of the month, next meeting is January 
23rd, a small number of our members have been meeting to 'play' Table 
Talk. This is similar to Trivial Pursuits; on each card is a statement which is 
then discussed, and each person expresses his or her opinion – for or 
against and reasons for their view(s). It is most enjoyable and produces 
much laughter! 

Ofuipejtu Ivjmet 
The Wesley  Guild,  Breaston  
We hold our meetings in the Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane, on a 
Thursday evening each week. We begin at 7:30 pm and end around 9:15–
9:30 pm. 
January 9th Mr David Down – ‘My Experience on Mastermind’ 
January 16th Tim Broad & Tracy Bird – ‘Christians Against Poverty’  
January 23rd Mr & Mrs Garry Booth – ‘Twice As Nice’ 
January 30th Mrs Margaret Barker – ‘The Wise Men’  

The Guild meetings are not just for church members, anyone from the local 
community is welcome. We have a varied selection of speakers, musicians, 
illustrated talks, quizzes etc., and always end the evening with tea/coffee 
and biscuits. Do join us and make new friendships. 

Nancy Plummer, Guild General Secretary 

 



 21 

 The Draycott  Guild  
We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 
7:30 pm. Membership is £8 for sessions January to May inclusive. Give us a 
try. 

Weds 15th January  Games Night 
  An informal evening playing popular board games 

organised by the committee 

Weds 29th January ‘A Musical Evening’ 
  We welcome Barry Sutcliffe back to the guild. Tonight 

he entertains us with his musical talents. 

Please come and join us. You will receive a warm welcome. 

Fsbzdpuu Ofuipejtu Eibqfm 
Draycott  Methodist  Café Service  
Church – but not as you know it! On the second Sunday morning of each 
month, we have a different sort of ‘Church’ in Draycott. Informal, sitting with 
friends around tables with tea & coffee on the go the whole time, a chance 
to interact with the subject and the service leader and a chance to share 
thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. Why not come and 
give it a try? 

Cafe Church in  January  
Sunday, January 12th at 10:30 am led by Mrs Mary Calladine from Derby 

Uibol Zpv gps Opofz Tbjtfe 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Draycott Churches Together 
stall for the Derby Night Shelter at the Draycott Christmas Lights event.  We 
are pleased to say that the stall and tombola raised £275 for this charity for 
the homeless. 

Eibsmft Jbotpo Gwfou Ǳ Lbo 38ui 
Have you got something at home that you think might 
be valuable? Would you like a professional valuation? 
Then come along to St. Michael’s Church on Thursday 
16th January between 12 pm and 2 pm. 

The valuation is free, although donations to the 
church would be welcomed. Refreshments will be 
available. 

For further information telephone Paul Stuttle 07745 
653667. 

 



 22 

0 

Children and Youth 
 
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come 
with an adult. Come and join us for crafts, 
fun, food and worship! Organised by 
Draycott Churches Together, we meet in 
Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of 
Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd 
Monday of each month from 3:30 – 5:30 pm. 

Next session will be January 13th at 3:30 pm until 5:30 pm. 

For further information speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary 
Murden (01332 873388) 

%dpvut. Ivjeft. Dspxojft ( Tbjocpxt 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall 
on Mondays - For more information contact Brown 
Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist 
Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5:00 pm. Contact 
Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

A newly formed Guide Company now meets in Breaston Methodist Church 
Hall on Wednesday evenings, term time only, from 7:30 pm until 9:00 pm.  
Guide Leader is Becky Sutton, mobile number 07799 817008, e-mail:  
becky.sutton@sky.com. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 5.30–7:15 pm in the Methodist 
Church Hall during term time. All requests should go through the website: 
www.girlguiding.co.uk. 

1st Draycott Rainbows If you have a daughter, family or friends who wish to 
join. Please refer them to www.girlguiding.org.uk/ information-for-
parents/register-your-daughter/. Even if they are unsure, it is easy to 
remove them off the list then add, as we are very popular with limited 
spaces. 

Beavers, aged 6 and 7, meet on a Thursday; Cubs, aged 8 to 10½, meet on 
a Wednesday; Scouts, aged 10½ to 14, meet on a Monday. Helpers are 
always welcome – Contact Angela Clarke on 07812 726988. 
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Zpvui Ebgñ 

Tuesdays: from 7–8:30 pm in St. Michael’s Hall. A place to 
chill and relax and play games. Note that the Friday club 
has–for the time being–closed. 
 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

Zpvoh Eivsdi 
Young Church has returned to the morning service at 10:30 am.  Contact 
Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

 
 

Gyqmpsfst 
is St. Michael’s afterschool club in the church every Monday during term 
time from 3:30-5:00 pm for children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of 
fun, with games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. Simon and the team 
collect the children at 3:25 pm and walk them back to the church hall. 
Parents come to the church hall at 5 pm to pick up their children. 

If you know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, 
please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form. 

 

 

Breaston Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Group 
meets on Mondays in term time 10:00-11:30 am in 
St. Michael’s Church. Contact Annie Noble on 
07595 351 582. Please note the new start time. 

Why not come and join Draycott Sunbeams now on Friday mornings 10:30-
11:30 am (term time). at St Mary’s Hall, Draycott, sensory play, songs and 
stories, refreshments, free play, time to chat. For more information contact 
Jodie Kirk on 07711 270109. 

 

 

 
Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves, 

for they shall never cease to be amused. 
 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles 
Npdbm bvuipst mbvodi ofx cpplt 
Les Barnard  
Breaston resident Les 
Barnard has released two 
books this year: Poems of a 
Lifetime and A Touch of 
Heaven. Les says “I never just 
had a desire to write a book. 
Poems of a Lifetime began in 
the wartime days of 1941 
when I was 11 years old. A 
Touch of Heaven contains 
many stories from my life as a 
Methodist preacher.” 

It was in 1941 when he was 11 that Alec, a captain in the Leicestershire 
Regiment arrived at Les’ home whilst Les was off school having injured his 
knee playing football. Alec’s and Les’ families were close friends. It was 
Alec that started Les writing poetry. The first poem in the book was written 
when Les was 13. The poems range from the silly to the serious. Poems of 
the Isle of Man, of Cornwall and Dorset, about nightingales and lovely 
natural moments are found in this book. One of the silly ones is about his 
first driving lesson: 

The engine’s now roaring but going nowhere 

Oops, the brakes still on; I must take more care! 

A far more serious poem was written after his visit to the German Bergen-
Belen camp 

Man’s inhumanity to man 

Has been known for a thousand years 

But the magnitude of what happened here 

Will reduce understanding to tears. 

In A Touch of Heaven, we read of Les’ first night at Catterick Camp on the 
edge of the Yorkshire Moors, deep in snow. As he knelt shivering by his bed 
shivering on the frozen floor, he was coshed by a drunken soldier and was 
unconscious for a moment or two. However, six weeks later he was able to 
lead this lad who from an awful background to faith in Jesus Christ late one 
night in the cold barrack room. 

Later, having moved to the Intelligence section of the Armoured wing of 
the army at Bovington Camp in Dorset, he was able to form the Bovington 
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 Camp Mission Band of soldiers all with good voices. They were asked by 
the BBC to broadcast on a programme called Faith in the West. 

One evening on his way home from preaching in the ancient town of 
Wareham, having missed the bus, he was walking past a Romany gipsy site 
near Worgret Heath. He was invited by their leader to join them for supper. 
He asked Les to pray for them and read something from the Bible. As he 
left, the leader told him that the stew was hedgehog! 

In October 1989 the world was amazed when the Russian leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev gave freedom after 40 years of Soviet domination to East 
Germany, Poland, Hungary and Romania, and then on 17th November to 
Czechoslovakia, On the 15th December, the Rev’d Bryan Gilbert, director of 
the long-established Evangelization Society (whose patron was Lady 
Susan Sainsbury), visited Les to ask him to join with him and become the 
first evangelists to visit Czechoslovakia in the new era of freedom. Near the 
town of Cheb on the West German border, and within a few yards of the 
hideous “Iron Curtain”, he led a service of thanksgiving for about 400 
weeping local people. The Iron Curtain was still patrolled by heavily armed 
soldiers with Alsatian dogs, and 300 yards away, Russian soldiers in tanks 
looked on. 

In Moravia, Les visited several towns and villages with the leader of the 
Baptist churches, staying for lunch with Dr and Mrs Brazadova. During the 
meal, the doctor told him how the psychiatric clinic where he worked had 
been first used by the German Gestapo, then by the Russian KGB to torture 
many with the help of Czech doctors. He said, “I’m afraid for my life because 
I know what they did.” In the afternoon they visited this awful place where 
shadowy figures in white flitted about, always locking doors on the inmates. 
Les insisted that they pray for this ghastly place, standing in the main 
corridor to the amazement of the doctors and nurses – not much praying 
had happened thee before! 

A footnote is that one night two months later, Dr Brazadova failed to come 
home. The police searched, and there was much media coverage. Three 
months later, the body of the doctor was found in the river Morava tied to 
concrete blocks. He died because he refused to do evil things – a lovely 
Christian man. 

These are just a glimpse of things in Les’ book that might begin to change 
your life. Both books can be obtained from Breaston Methodist Church, or 
direct from the author, Leslie Barnard, who can be contacted on 01332 
872391. 
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0 Dean Anderson  
Dean’s book, Aspire: the beginning of the Canaan Trust is published to mark 
the 25th anniversary of the trust’s foundation. 1990 marks the start of 
Dean’s journey when he and his wife Lynette started a youth project in the 
Meadows in Nottingham. He charts the progress of that work through its 
ups and downs and his move to Long Eaton, until in Long Eaton he meets 
Kenny, one of a group of homeless young men. Surprised at the existence 
of homelessness in Long Eaton, Dean developed a relationship with the 
group. Kenny, however, had disappeared; until the Erewash Housing 
Officer contacted Dean. Kenny had been in the burns unit at Nottingham 
City Hospital for five weeks, and nowhere to go; he had been deliberately 
set on fire while sleeping in a skip. This was the seed that spurred Dean into 
action, resulting in the founding of Aspire (later to be renamed Canaan). You 
can purchase the book from Anderson’s shop on Blind Lane, Breaston. 

C Fsbzdpuu Eijmeippe 
This is the fifth and final instalment of reminiscences of a 1950s childhood. 
At times, it sounds idyllic, and compared to what children experience today 
by and large, it seems like another world. 

Random reminiscences  
As the decade progressed, cars started to become a factor in everyday life. 
Our first car, which I can't remember, was a Ford 8, soon followed by a black 
Hillman Minx. Almost all cars were black in those days. It was surprising 
how much it could hold although safety standards were not what they are 
now. The principle used was that if it goes in it's alright. No MOTs, no seat 
belts, no tread standards on tyres, and the indicators were little pointers 
which stuck out either side when a turn was required. 

However, in 1955, Dad's career was on the up, and he got a brand new 
company car, a Standard Vanguard, which was black of course. It was a 
great improvement and then in 1957 he got a White Jaguar 2.4. He used to 
collect us from school on Saturday mornings, and we always encouraged 
him to exceed 100 mph just outside Kegworth. In hindsight, I don't think he 
needed much persuading. 

Dad's career advancement also led to a housing merry-go-round. We first 
moved to a 4 bedroom detached house at the other end of the village, 
about a mile away, but Mum couldn't settle there. After about a year, Gramp 
and Grandma moved to a new house at 99 Station road to enable us to 
move temporarily into their old house in Villa Street. Then we moved into a 
brand-new semi, 91 Station Road, and finally to a large old four-bedroomed 
house at 123 Station Road. All these moves took place in about four years, 
but the last house became Mum and Dad's home for 4 decades, and at the 
time of writing belongs to Clive and his wife Denise. 
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 There were no such things as supermarkets, so Clive and I had to shop on 
Saturday mornings when we were old enough. This we hated with a 
vengeance. One of us had to go to Smith's, the greengrocer and the other 
to Warhurst's the grocer. There was always a queue because everyone 
seemed to shop on Saturdays and it took an age to get served as they all 
seemed to have a list of goods to buy, and self-service had not been heard 
of. For example, for a quarter of ham Mr Warhurst had to get the ham from 
the fridge, set up the rotary slicer, guess the correct amount, weigh it, 
adjust the amount until the customer was satisfied, wrap it and put the 
remainder back in the fridge. And to make matters worse, I kid you not, Mr 
Warhurst only had one leg. Our involvement in shopping ceased when we 
went to Loughborough School as we had to attend on Saturday mornings. 

Monday was washing day. Hot water was boiled in the copper and 
transferred to a large ribbed metal container called a "Dolly'' tub. Soap 
powder was added, followed by the clothes. Then a large wooden device 
called a "Dolly" peg was used to manually agitate the whole lot, thus 
getting the clothes clean. They were put through the two rollers of a 
mangle, taking care not to trap your fingers, and finally pegged onto the 
washing line to dry. Our Monday lunch was always Sunday leftovers and 
chips, and for many years the sight and smell of washing on the line 
reminded me of this meal. 

Another evocative memory was due to our proximity to the railway. I 
remember before going to sleep in the depths of winter, or possibly if I had 
woken in the night, the sound of the steam engines. There was a signal 
outside our house, and trains often stopped, which meant there was a lot 
of clanking, hissing and the sound of the fireman putting coal onto the fire. 
For some reason this sound was very comforting, I'm not sure why. 

I briefly mentioned the catering side of Chrismas, and the entertainment 
always followed the same pattern. After dinner (it was always dinner, not 
lunch) we all went into the "front room," which for once had a fire in the 
grate and played cards. Newmarket and pontoon, for money. I once was 9d 
in profit soon after we had started and I wouldn't play any more in case I 
lost it. My Yorkshire blood coming out. 

A less savoury memory concerned my time at school. In the playground 
were the toilets, again outside, with urinals without a roof, and for some 
reasons, the girls used to do handstands against the boys' toilet wall. We, 
the boys, used to try and urinate over the wall onto the girls, and 
occasionally one succeeded. Now, many years later, I can only recall this 
ability with wonder. 

There wasn’t the plethora of toys that there is now, and so we used what 
we could. On hot days the tar on the side of the road would melt so we 
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0 played with that. I can't actually remember what we did with it, but I can 
certainly remember getting into trouble for having it on my hands and 
particularly my clothes. 

The fifties were a decade of growth and improvement certainly for my 
family. I can just remember the end of food rationing in 1953, and many 
things became more readily available. I remember Corona pop being 
delivered on a Thursday, but only for a treat. Ice creams were also 
occasionally bought for us on special occasions. 

The radio was initially the main source of in-house entertainment. I can 
clearly remember at a quarter to two each afternoon settling down to 
Listen With Mother. The voice of Daphne Oxenford used to ask: “Are you 
sitting comfortably? Then I'll begin,” followed by a short story and a song 
or two. I often wondered what would happen if I wasn't sitting comfortably, 
and how she would know. As television started to take over, I had the 
delights of Picture Book on a Monday (boring), Andy Pandy on a Tuesday 
(cissy), Bill and Ben on a Wednesday (great),  Rag Tag and Bobtail on a 
Thursday (OK) and The Wooden Tops on a Friday (quite good). I could do, 
and still can, a great impression of Spotty Dog. 

One day dad bought a reel to reel tape recorder, with lots of wow and 
flutter as we taped music from the radio. We were able to go out more, 
although this often meant Mum and Dad going to the Dog and Duck in 
Shardlow for a few beers. Clive and I were left in the car with the occasional 
bottle of pop and bag of crisps to keep us quiet. Of course, we weren't 
allowed in. 

Clive and I had more than the average number of material things, but most 
important of all we had a loving extended family and parents who gave us 
everything we needed. Not everything we wanted, which is a different 
matter. Our relationship with them was very close and it was the start of 
what turned out to be one of mutual love, respect and friendship. 

Ian Wilkinson 

Ibsefojoh ujqt 
Welcome to January‘s gardening and may I wish you all 
a very Happy Gardening New year! Here we go for 
another busy year and I will be here with you every 
month for all things gardening. In this month’s issue be 
looking at one of the nicest shrubs that has winter colour 
and fragrance, I am back with Treetops Hospice and their 
tree-cycling scheme. And find out about my first day trip 
of the year. Happy gardening everybody!      
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 Jobs in the garden this month  
But first here are a few jobs you can be getting on with throughout January. 
So wrap up warm and keep gardening! 

• Start chitting (sprouting) early potatoes - stand them on end in a module 
tray or egg box and place in a bright cool frost-free place 

• Begin pruning apple trees and pear trees; this is carried out whilst they 
are dormant      

• Buy and plant snowdrops that are in the green, potted and are ready to 
flower  

• Continue planting trees and shrubs while they are still dormant. 
• Try forcing rhubarb plants by placing an upturned bucket or bin over 

the crown. This will force tender pink stems to grow that will be ready 
in about 8 weeks’ time. 

Plant of the Month:  HAMAMELIS MOLLIS Chinese witch hazel  
Hamamelis are deciduous shrubs 
belonging to the Hamamelidaceae 
family with large ovate or rounded 
leaves, widely grown as an ornamental 
plant and is a beautiful specimen in any 
garden border. They have fragrant 
yellow to red flowers with 4 narrow 
petals, borne on the leafless branches in 
late winter, also stunning autumn leaf 
colour. 

Hamamelis Mollis is a large deciduous shrub with broad, ovate leaves that 
gives autumn colour followed by strongly fragrant, bright golden-yellow 
flowers in late winter are spidery in shape and the flowers clinging to bare 
stems. A beautiful shrub for a woodland edge, or winter border or alongside 
a path, where its fragrance can be appreciated. It has also won the Royal 
Horticultural Societies Award of Garden Merit (AGM)Flowering period: 
Winter - Spring 

• Flowering period: December - February     
• Position: Full sun, Partial shade 
• Height and Spread: 3m x 3m (9ft x 9ft)    
• Soil: Most garden soil  
• Hardiness: Hardy shrub  
• Propagation: Propagate by seed sown in containers as soon as ripe, by 

a simple layering of suitable shoots in spring, by grafting in late winter 
or by chip budding in late summer 

• Pruning: Lightly prune after flowering in late winter - early spring 
remove any misplaced, crossing or diseased branches    
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0 • Pest and Diseases: Witch hazels can sucker. To minimise this problem, 
avoid planting too deeply and do not bury the graft union 

Christmas Tree -cycling For Treetops Hospice     
The Treetops Christmas Treecycling scheme is back and we are aiming for 
our biggest and greenest year yet! Christmas Tree recycling at Treetops is 
in exchange for a donation; we will collect and recycle your real Christmas 
tree. It will run from Monday, 6th January - Friday, 10th January. 

For a recommended donation of £10 or more, Treetops volunteers will 
collect trees from front gates or driveways and take them away. 

If you would like to donate more, here’s what your donation will help pay 
for: 

• £10 – a child’s bereavement box 
• £25 – a complementary therapy session for a patient or carer 
• £54 – a counselling session over the festive season 
• £87 – a bathing/spa session for a person with a life-limiting condition 
• £301 – an overnight Hospice at Home nursing shift 

For more information contact Laura McWha on 0115 949 1264 or 
lmcwha@treetopshospice.org.uk for details and booking form. Further 
information can be found on the website www.treetopshospice.org.uk. 

Day trip to Hardwick Hall and Dobbies Garden Centre         
Saturday 15th February    

Join us for our first garden trip of the year and we shall be visiting National 
Trust Hardwick Hall for their winter gardens with annual snowdrop walk 
and Dobbies Garden Centre.     

The first port of call we shall be calling in at Dobbies which has a large 
gardening and plants department and a great aquatics area with a 
wonderful array of fish and pets, why not visit the Farm Food hall, and 
browse the fantastic Retail Gallery, before relaxing in the beautiful 
restaurant with a patio area giving great views of the local golf course. 

After our visit at Dobbies, It is then a short drive down to the National Trust’s 
Hardwick.    

Hardwick Hall is one of Britain's finest Elizabethan houses built for 
Elizabeth, Dowager Countess of Shrewsbury (known as Bess of Hardwick), 
who moved in to her latest creation in October 1597. 

The house itself stands in a commanding position overlooking the ruins of 
Hardwick Old Hall, surrounding countryside and country park containing 
rare breeds of cattle and sheep and the walled and enclosed gardens 
around the house include a herb garden, orchard and decorative gardens.  
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 One of the delights of 
this time of year are the 
snowdrops and you can 
find lovely clusters of 
them in the gardens, 
Whilst the gardens at 
Hardwick have been 
redesigned many times 
over since Bess lived 
here, it is quite possible 
that she would have 
been acquainted with 
this delicate and 
beautiful plant.   

The snowdrops in the South Court were originally planted in the shapes of 
the names of the nieces of the 6th Duke, Blanche, Anne, Dorothy and Maud 
but sadly because they've now spread it's no longer possible to make these 
out. 

Most of Hardwick's snowdrops are clustered in the east and west corners 
of the South Court. Under the bows of the yews and lime, the snowdrops 
appear to almost glow. Following on from the flowering cyclamen and 
before the deep purple crocus, the display of snowdrops is a special time 
of year. 

On site at Hardwick there is the restaurant and the shop which are open all 
year round and for information on what's on each day pop into the Visitor 
Centre during your visit.   

With a full day ahead of you, your day starts off at a pick-up point either 
from The Navigation Inn, Risley Lane, Breaston or from the Seven Oaks Inn, 
Lows Lane, Stanton By Dale. Cost for this trip is £30.00 and includes a light 
breakfast and entrance at Hardwick Hall (Reduced rate for National Trust 
members) For more information or to book your place, You can call the 
booking line on 07413408751 or email infoblueskiesthelimit@gmail.com 
places are limited and very popular so early booking is advised.      

Remember please do keep on getting in touch whether it’s to ask a 
question, share a news story or a send a photo of your garden at its best. 
You can email me at gardenersteve24@live.co.uk. 

Steve Walton 

Snowdrops in front of Harwick Hall 



 32 

0 

Events 
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Ipetqfmm 
After EMS’s sell-out production of 
“Miracle on 34th Street”, rehearsals are 
well-advanced for their exciting 
production of “Godspell”, a musical 
based on the Gospel according to St 
Matthew. EMS is always keen to 
present different types of musicals to 
their audiences and this is no 
exception! 

Godspell is an immensely successful, 
high-energy rock musical which 
launched the careers of David Essex, 
Marti Webb and Jeremy Irons, 
amongst others. With such well-
known songs as “Prepare Ye the Way 
of the Lord”, “Day by Day” and “Learn 
Your Lessons Well”, the company 

play many different characters during their time onstage. 

The story deals with the last days of Jesus leading to His crucifixion and 
includes dramatised versions of several well-known parables. Godspell is 
a theatrical experience, a demonstration of joy, and a celebration of the 
family of man. The story unfolds via these parables, as well as songs and 
dances, and is sure to appeal to all ages. 

Performances are at the Duchess Theatre from Tuesday 3rd – Saturday 7th 
March 2020 at 7:30 pm with a Saturday matinee at 2:30 pm. Concessions 
are available on Tuesday & Saturday matinee. Tickets are also available 
from www.erewashmusicalsociety.co.uk, 0115 882 3884, or the Duchess 
Theatre website. 

 

Hbjsxbz Up Jfbwfo 
Duchess Theatre, Long Eaton - 12th - 15th February 2020 

The Arcade Players are pleased to announce their second play of the 
season – Fairway to Heaven – set in a stately home. Lady Fetheringham is 
trying to throw a Murder Mystery party for her rather elderly friends.  Cheryl 
(her daughter) and Trevor Slater-Rees (Cheryl’s husband) both have 
important business to conduct at the same time.  Trevor’s marriage is a 
mess and so is his job. If he doesn’t sell one big property before the end of 
the month, he’ll face the sack. However, thanks to his friend Bob things are 
looking up. They have managed to get invited to a party that could just 

http://www.erewashmusicalsociety.co.uk/
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0 provide Trevor with a buyer. 
Unfortunately, shortly before leaving, 
Trevor accidentally smashes a priceless 
artefact that his wife is valuing as part of 
her job for the local museum.  
Desperate to cover their tracks Trevor 
and Bob decide to break into the house 
after their party and fake a burglary, 
thus sorting out the problem of the 
smashed vase. 

This hilarious farce has audiences 
laughing out loud as Trevor and his 
friend Bob lurch from dilemma to 
disaster and dead bodies start piling up. 
This fast-paced farcical comedy 
promises silly twists and turns – with innuendo a-plenty. 

Tickets available online at duchess-theatre.com, by telephone 0115 
8823884 or at the Duchess Theatre Saturday coffee morning 10 am – 12. 

Pbwjhbujpo Koo 
Monday 27th January  
An evening of Clairvoyance with Lisa Bonito-Day. 

£20 pre-bookings only – ring (01332) 872880. 

7:30 pm prompt start 

 

Jpqf 
 

As Christmas fades 
Life can feel grey, 
But not for me today. 
For the sun is shining 
on the flower bed 
where a gold poppy blooms 

happily 
On this lovely New Year's Day. 
  
 

The last apple falls from the tree 
A thrush swoops down with glee, 
It pecks at the split skin 
then rolls the fruit along the path.  
In the air I sense faint 
stirrings of the Spring 
and now I'm looking forward to 
what the New Year soon will bring. 
 

January 1st 2019 
© 2019 Josephine Eaton 
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Contacts 
Fsbzdpuu 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Rev’d Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Rev’d Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Mary’s) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chad’s) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Jodie Kirk 07711 270109 

 St Mary’s Hall Caroline Riley 01332 874339 

 Friends of St Chad’s Lynne Blackburn 01332 873874 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Rev’d Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund   Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or www.girlguiding.org.uk 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group alesi4@sky.com 

  Clive Wilkinson 01332 872615 

Draycott and Church Wilne Parish Council draycottpc@gmail.com 

  Sheena Butcher (Clerk) 01332 875278 

www.draycottparishcouncil.org 

 

 

Would you like your group’s contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 6) 
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Dsfbtupo 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Rev’d Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Rev’d Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Rev’d Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

 Youth, Children’s and Community Worker 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Rev’d Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Breaston Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Sarah Lester www.breastongala.org.uk 

   secretary@breastongala.org.uk 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

  John Bowley 07793 550595 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Youth Caf® Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Friends of St. Chads Church Keith Wright 01332 875641 
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