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Thought  for  the  month  
I love this time of year when the clocks go forward, spring is in the air, and there 

is the promise of new life in the gardens and fields around our villages. There 

seems to be an atmosphere of hope and expectation as the world emerges from 

the darkness of winter and we look forward to the warmth and sunshine of the 

summer. 

The season of Easter brings a 

spiritual dimension to the 

blossoming of new life which is 

reflected not only in the natural 

world but also in our personal 

lives. Easter gives the promise 

of new beginnings for 

everyone. It is a season 

approached from a time of 

darkness during Lent, when we commemorate the suffering and death of Jesus 

on Good Friday and concludes with the joy of his resurrection on Easter 

Sunday. And from his death and resurrection we have the promise of new life 

not only after death but in this world also. 

Jesus came to live alongside humanity in this world to show us how much God 

loves us and how much he wants to be part of our everyday lives. He taught 

that there are no barriers to the love of God. The apostle Paul wrote, ñI am 

convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God's love. Neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about 

tomorrow--not even the powers of hell can separate us from God's love.ò  

Jesus taught that no matter what we have done in our lives, even things we feel 

really ashamed about, we will be forgiven by God. Often so many people are 

held back by things they regret in life and feel unable to change. But the 

Christian faith teaches that there are always new beginnings for people who 

turn to God for help. God does not hold our past against us.    

About 20 years ago I was really stuck in a rut, suffering from poor health, whilst 

living on a huge housing estate where there was no sense of community. I felt 

that I had reached a crossroads in my life where every road led to nowhere, and 

it was then that in desperation, I started to pray, asking God that if he really 

loved me, would he get me out of there.  

Itôs a long story, but somehow, against all the odds, within 4 months I had moved 

back here to Breaston, and after starting to attend St. Michaelôs church, my life 

changed dramatically. I found I had a new purpose and made many new friends. 

Then in 2011, just days before I received my state pension and bus pass, I 

started a new chapter in my life when I was ordained priest to serve as a self-

supporting minister in Breaston and Draycott. It seems you are never too old to 
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0 start again, and from a time of darkness, when I really felt that life had nothing 

left to offer me, I was able to face new challenges and pursue new interests. 

I believe that God offers new beginnings to everyone in all circumstances and 

that the Christian faith is a good way to explore what life may have to offer you. 

So, if you feel you need a new start, please come along to one of our services 

or events and see what we are doing. We love meeting new people and you will 

be most welcome. 

Revôd Maria Przeslawski 

±ŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

ñWhy do you look for the living among the dead? 

He is not here; he has risen!ò 

Luke 24:5-6               

 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 
Thought for the month  ...................................................................................... 5 

Breaston Village News ....................................................................................... 9 

Draycott Village News ..................................................................................... 13 

Church News ................................................................................................... 18 

Children and Youth  ......................................................................................... 21 

Articles ............................................................................................................ 23 

Events .............................................................................................................. 27 

Contacts ........................................................................................................... 30 

{ǘƛƭƭ {ǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ [Ŝƴǘ 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in 

our busy lives 

Journey to the C ross  

What do we look for in a leader in these times of 

uncertainty? Brilliant oratory, charisma, 

intelligence, strength of character, the common 

touch? Or do we welcome anyone whoôll make 

things a little better for us? 

Perhaps thatôs how it was for the crowds of 

Jewish pilgrims who travelled the difficult desert 

road up from Jericho to Jerusalem, shortly before 

Passover in the First Century. From the top of the Mount of Olives, they would 

have gained their first glimpse of that óCity of Peaceô. Thankfulness and awe 

would have welled up from deep in their hearts as they began to sing the great 

pilgrim psalms of praise and victory.  
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 Then suddenly a mysterious holy man appeared on the 

road with them. Some said he was a teacher from 

Galilee in the north; some said he was the Messiah, a 

long-awaited king and liberator, like the great Judas 

Maccabaeus who drove out the enemy and rebuilt the 

Temple two hundred years before. Others claimed he 

was a wise peace-maker, riding on a young donkey in 

fulfilment of the ancient prophecies. Some said he was 

Jesus, the one who saves.  

The crowds hacked palm branches from the trees, 

waving and crying out in welcome. Some spread their 

cloaks on the road for him to ride over. Excitement 

mounted. What was going to happen? 

Their hopes were soon dashed. This was no glorious liberation or victory. 

Apparently, the man was just another trouble-maker with no respect for the Law 

or the Temple. A quick arrest and trial; another miserable cross on Golgothaé 

End of story! 

Or was it? 

Who is this Jesus?  

Many today ask the same question, drawn by that compelling journey to the 

cross - and beyond.  

Perhaps here is a leader we can follow? 

Thanks be to you, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for all the benefits which you have given us, 

for all the pains and insults which you have borne for us. 

Most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 

May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  

and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester 

April McIntyre, Lay Reader, St. Michaelôs, Breaston 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on 

behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by 

Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, Derby, 

DE72 3DX, or see details on page 31. 

400 copies are printed monthly (by Elson & Hall of Long Eaton) and are 

distributed around Breaston and Draycott and are available for purchase in local 

shops. 
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/ƻǇȅ 5ŀȅ 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to 

be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will 

have to be held over. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
ñThe spring is sprung, the grass is riz, I wonder where the birdie is. They say 

the birdieôs on the wing. But thatôs absurd. The wing is on the bird.ò So goes the 

ancient rhyme. And my grass certainly is ñrizzingò at the moment! Indeed, the 

verges have already had their first cut, and my lawn will have the same 

treatment as soon as my lawnmower gets back from its service! 

Thereôs a bit of a gardening theme to the articles in this monthôs magazine; on 

page 24 you can read about local resident Sue Hayward. Sue is not just a 

garden designer, sheôs a Chelsea Flower Show garden designer. Her photo and 

some of her gardens are on our front cover. 

And we have a new feature with some helpful gardening tips from Gardener 

Steve Walton ï see page 25. Heôs also running his monthly gardening trip the 

week after Easter ï this time to Ashwood Nurseries and Garden Lands. 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 

[ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
Keeping Britain (Breaston and Draycott) Tidy.  

On the evening of Sunday 3rd March no one in the villages cannot have been 

aware that yet another storm (Freya) was on its way with very high winds 

forecast. The storm duly arrived overnight with local gusts exceeding 60 mph... 

Residents in the villages still put their Blue recycling bins out, many full to 

overflowing (many with the lids open) not protected on the pavements resulting 

in large quantities of litter blowing around the streets. Please be considerate in 

the future, lids should always be able to be closed, pack items in so that items 

cannot fall or be blown out. When high winds are forecast please consider 

placing a couple or more of yours and your neighboursô bins side by side to 

prevent them being blown over, this will only assist the collectors in their task. 

As I am sure many of you witnessed the amount of street rubbish left in the 

villages on Monday March 4th was not acceptable and it is so easy to prevent 

this problem. 

A concerned village resident. 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǊǳƳ 
Yard Sale  

The big Yard Sale will be on 14th April. Entry forms (to get on the map) will be 

available soon ï keep an eye on the noticeboard on The Green. Why not 

combine with neighbours to create a big yard! 

Dates for your diary  

April 7th Litter pick 

April 14th Yard Sale 

April 23rd Bunting up 

May 6th Breaston Gala 

May 25th Spring Bank Holiday weekend and Plant Pot Trail 

 
So if you want to get in touch you can email: fisherjill23@gmail.com or phone 

on 07748 962412 or follow the progress of Breaston in Bloom on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/breastoninbloom. 

For info, contact Helen Elcock, 07734 453 672, inbloom@breaston.info  

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
Defibrillators  

You will be aware that the Parish Council provided a 

community defibrillator within the local Co-op Food 

store back in 2015. The Co-op group have recently 

carried out a nationwide scheme where they have 

installed their own machines in all of their stores. The 

Parish Council have now re-sited the Parish 

defibrillator in a secure heated cabinet on the external wall of the Parish Rooms. 

It is available 24 hours a day and registered with the East Midlands Ambulance 

Service and you will be directed to it and given the access number if you call 

999. Thanks go to Cllr Parkinson who assisted with Ã500 from his Derbyshire 

County Council Community Fund to purchase the new cabinet. 

Litter pick  

Help clear up the litter around the village ï come along to the Parish Rooms on 

Blind Lane at 10am on Sunday 7th April and join the happy band! 
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Dates for your diary:  

Sunday 7th April 10-12 Litter pick ï meet at Parish Room, Blind Lane 

Monday 6th May 11-4 Duffield Close May Day Gala 

Sunday 4th August  2:30 Duffield Close Band Concert 

Friday 6th December 7 pm Duffield Close  Carol Concert 

Nicala OôLeary 

aŜƴΩǎ 5ŀƴƎŜǊ /ƭǳō 
We enjoyed a fascinating evening with Paul Newsham, forensic expert, delving 

into the intricacies of fingerprint identification which makes each of us a unique 

person, not only in this day and age but in all history. 

We looked at 6 varieties of finger prints on the papers handed round, identifying 

loops, double loops, ridgeology, bifiguration, ridge endings and islands which 

identify us as individuals. When he mentioned these words I doubt if any of us 

had much idea what they meant. Ridgeology: fingers, as you know from 

touching not-yet-dried paintwork, forms patterns which comprise of ridges (the 

parts which touch the paintwork and troughs, the parts in between which donôt 

touch the paintwork). Bifiguration is the meeting or dividing of these ridges. 

Islands are ridges which do not connect to anything else. 

Apparently, there are 36 different finger patterns but as novices we were only 

exposed to 6. Paul came round to each group and we had to point out one or 

two of the specific identifications. Somehow we all passed that ñtestò.   

Pore holes in our fingers and skin sweat 98% water and 2% body fats and it is 

the body fats which provide forensics with our DNA. Thatôs another talk!   

Ridgeology is also used in foot identification. If a person walks on a solid floor, 

even with socks on, the ridges in their toes and feet are individual on the imprints 

they leave. No two large toes are the same! Even the roof of the mouth has its 

individual characteristics which can be used because the dentist uses that 

rubbery substance for a person needing a set of dentures and a copy is always 

kept.  

Fingerprint identification is being introduced in offices and even schools to 

register every time a person enters and leaves. A school with this system 

noticed that one pupil left classes nine times in a day to go to the toilet. Wisely 

they informed the parents who took their child to the doctor and the scholar was 

diagnosed with diabetes.   

Technology has moved on and now we can access our mobile phone by our 

thumbprint keeping it secure. Itôs beyond me but it only took our granddaughter 

seconds to enable my wife to access her phone by this method. 

Paul is a speaker who is extremely interesting, cramming so much information 

into his talk and involving audience participation. He told us that he thoroughly 
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 enjoyed the evening, giving longer than usual as he enjoys a good 

audienceéòand if they are enjoying it then I am!ò 

Our event in April will be Sword Dancing. Yes, there is a Sword Dancing group 

based locally! There will be a demonstration of this dangerous activity and for 

those brave enough the chance to perform over those sharp blades of the 

swords.  

We will meet at St. Maryôs Church Hall on Friday 26th April at 8:00 pm and all 

men will be welcome. 

John Skinner, Adrian Young, John Bowley. 

Please contact John (874417 or 07887 389 779, john.judy184@btinternet.com) 

or Adrian Young (adrianyoung@hotmail.com) or John Bowley 

(drj.bowley@googlemail.com) for details of the programme for the Danger Club. 

/ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ DŀǊŘŜƴ [ƻǾŜǊǎΧΧΦ 
On Sunday 7th July the popular Annual Garden Trail will be taking place. If you 

love your garden and would like to share it with fellow garden lovers, why not 

open your garden on the 7th July for people to enjoy it too? 

It can be small or large, as long as it is interesting and loved. It does not have 

to be ómanicuredô or landscaped, it can be ócosyô, cottage style or have special 

features or just beautiful blooms, plants, trees and shrubs. 

If you would like to open your garden on the 7th July, please contact Margaret 

McCaig on 01332 872372 or 07941 035326. 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ ²ΦLΦ bŜǿǎ 
òFeel Good Februaryó!   

Our February meeting featured the presentation of monies 

raised for our chosen Charities over the last year 2018.  We 

were delighted to present the following cheques: 

¶ Ã800 ï The Canaan Trust 

¶ Ã800 ï Derby, Leics & Rutland Air Ambulance 

¶ Ã1205 ï Derby Hospital DART Scanner 

Representatives from all three charities attended the meeting and in thanking 

members acknowledged the huge difference these monies would make to their 

efforts.  Well done everyone!! 
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0 Our meeting continued with a thought-provoking 

talk from Barclays Bank on the very current topic 

of our Information and Money. A team of staff 

from Barclays, which included our own Rosie 

Stanyon, gave us an outline of some of the 

issues and dangers we face from Fraud and the 

Online environment.  A topic we should all pay 

attention to! 

A very exciting programme of Trips and Activities is getting underway! We are 

going to have a busy year. 

Dates for your Diary : 

29 April Breaston WI Annual Dinner 

5 June NFWI Annual meeting ï Bournemouth 

30 Sept Members Supper Evening 

Shirley Walker on behalf of Breaston WI 

Follow us on facebook:  www.facebook.com/breastonwomensinstitute 

/ƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
The Falls Clinic  

Mondays 11:00 am for about one hour in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall. 

The cost is Ã3.50 per week. Contact Jo on 07794 157 766 for more information 

Breaston  Evergreen s Club  

For the over 60s, held on Tuesdays 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm in the Breaston 

Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane. Call Sylvia on 0115 9733597 or Sheila on 

01332 872633 for further information. 

Breaston  Churches  Together  Lunch  Club  

Lunch Club is held on alternate Fridays in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall.  

The next dates are April 5th there will NO Lunch Club on April 19th as it is 

Good Friday, then 3rd May. 

Please contact Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can help, especially with driving 

guests to and from the Lunch Club. 

Singing  at  the  Chequers  

I run a singing group for adults who loved to sing but didnôt think they could 

sing!! My aim was to have a friendly group and a sing-along, and this is what 

we have. We meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 7:15 pm 

upstairs in the Chequers pub; the cost is Ã3. Our group is made up of all ages, 

male and female, you are MOST welcome to join us. See you there! 

Julie Phillips 
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Draycott  Village  News  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƛƭƴŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ bŜǿǎ 
Pathways  

The pathway extension works at the Draycott Playing Fields have now been 

completed and distance marker signs installed at the entrances to the area.  We 

hope that you enjoy the new circular route.  

Fly Tipping  

We are experiencing many instances of fly-tipping on the BMX track area off 

Hopwell Road ï this costs the Parish Council money each time we have to 

remove the rubbish.  This is an offence and if we have evidence of fly tippers, 

we will take action!!  Please be vigilant and report anyone fly-tipping. 

Annual Meeting of the Parish  

Thank you to all those that attended your parish meeting.  It was a great 

success, and we are busy reviewing your suggestions and ideas and will keep 

you updated with progress in the next edition. 

Parish Council Elections  

Elections will take place on 2nd May alongside the borough elections.  If there 

are more than 11 nominations for Parish Councillors, it will go to an election.  

We would encourage you to please vote. 

Parish  Council  meetings  

Upcoming meeting dates: 

9 April 10 am Planning Committee (if any applications are received) 

 7:30 pm Full Council Meeting 

14 May 2019 7 pm Annual General Meeting of the Council followed by the 

full meeting. The Draycott Millennium Green Trust 

Annual General Meeting will follow immediately after. 

All are welcome to attend; the first 15 minutes of the Full Council Meeting are 

set aside for residentsô comments. 

For more information please contact Sheena Butcher (the clerk) on 01332 

875278 or email draycottpc@gmail.com. 

¢Ŝŀ ǿƛǘƘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
óTea with friendsô meet on the first and third Mondays of the month at the 

Methodist Church Hall, Draycott, 2ï4 pm for tea, coffee, cakes, presentations, 

quizzes and of course, bingo. All are welcome. Just Ã2 per person. Please note 

the change of week and venue.  

mailto:draycottpc@gmail.com
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0 For enquiries, contact Jane Brown via phone (01332875445) or email to 

janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk. 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 
Draycott and Church Wilne History Group ê 

are calling all old bikers (and those who knew them!). Were you a biker in the 

1950s, 1960s or 1970s? Did you visit ñCafe 52ò in Draycott (where the Chinese 

takeaway is now)? Did you race to Borrowash and back? Do you have any old 

pictures or stories of the time? They would love to hear your tales about 

motorcycling in the area. Please get in touch via @draycottHistory. 

Homemade pennants  

Did you miss out on one of the homemade pennants from the past years 

Draycott in Bloom themes? 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 are still available 

at just Ã5 each! See contact details on the DVF facebook page. 

Litter pick  

A MASSIVE thank you to the 55 adults and children who braved the blustery 

conditions on Saturday 16th March for the Spring litter pick. All areas of the 

village were covered resulting in a huge haul of rubbish being collected. Even 

Draycottós very own PCSO Karen Pykett dropped in to show support. 

This village wouldnôt be so beautiful without the hard work of its residents. 

Laura Thurgood 

New resident õs enquiry  

Someone moving into the village asked about places to explore on Saturday 

evenings. The responses included other times of the day and weeké 

¶ Victorian Tea Room 

¶ Draycott Tap House 

¶ Coach and Horses fortnightly karaoke 

¶ Courtyard in the old mill off Market St ï Emporium, Pumpkinz, Browns, 

Frox 

¶ Sunday dinner at the Olympic 

¶ Dynamic Motif Dance & Performing Arts Academy for children 

¶ New gym at Mill Gymnastics Academy (for children) 

¶ Elvaston Park not far away 

and lots of comments about what a great place to live Draycott is! 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƛƭƴŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō 
Each December at the switch on of the Draycott Christmas lights Rotarian Rev'd 

Gary Dundas, the Draycott butcher, has a stall outside his shop when he 

supplies and sells many tasty hot pork cobs 

mailto:janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk
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 Last December he raised Ã752.50 which has now been donated through the 

Rotary Club of Church Wilne to the following: 

¶ Ã400 towards the St Mary's Church Hall 

decoration. 

¶ Ã100 to a local sewing group who meet in 

the Church Hall 

The remainder of Ã151.50 to the Breaston 

Village Singers to go towards the cost of their 

future music sheets. 

For more information of the Village Singers 

contact Jan Wilkinson on 01332 872 753 or 

email janw105w@btinternet.com 

Ray Terry 

Rotary Hearing Ambassadors Initiative  
Andrew Campbell (from Hope Valley Rotary 

Club) and his wife Gill Campbell (pictured with 

president-elect Andy Lord)) started their Rotary 

Hearing Ambassadors talk by telling us how 

ñHearing Ambassadorsò has become a Rotary 

District 1220* initiative after they launched the 

idea in October 2018. They spoke passionately 

about raising hearing loss awareness and their 

vision for this Rotary initiative, explaining what 

difficulties people can experience when living with hearing loss. This can include 

trouble socialising, leading to increased isolation, which in turn can result in 

anxiety and depression. 

There are 11 million people in the UK (1 in 6) with some form of hearing loss, 

and this is expected to rise to 15 million by 2035.  42% of the over 50's are 

affected. Should you think your hearing has deteriorated, please do consider a 

simple hearing test as the first course of action. Shockingly, the average time 

for people to start to seek help is 5-7 years. 

Andrew & Gill then explained what we could do to help the Hearing 

Ambassadors campaign, both within our club and also out in our local 

community concerns.  In the coming months. Hearing Awareness presentations 

will be rolled out for use in the local community and to other Rotary Districts. 

The long-term goal is that this becomes a Rotary International Awareness 

Campaign. 

Andrew & Gill have worked tirelessly and achieved so much in a short time, and 

the members of Church Wilne are now keen to appoint Rotary Hearing 

Ambassadors to work within the club and the local community. Often when we 

Jan Wilkinson left presents 
the cheque to treasurer Jan 

Moore 
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0 have full hearing it is something we tend to take for granted ï however, the 

message is clear, please be mindful of family, friends and colleagues who may 

be living with hearing loss. 

One of the mnemonics (TEAM) that the Ambassadors will be working towards 

at Rotary meetings is detailed below.  

echnology ï if a T-loop is available to make sure it is switched on. Provide 

head or lapel microphones for any guest speaker and hand microphone for 

any audience members who want to ask questions. 

nvironment ï be prepared to make changes to the room (concerning 

speaker evenings). Can chairs be moved to a better position? Is the 

speaker standing and clearly visible to everyone? Is there good lighting? Switch 

off unwanted noises such as background music and air conditioning units. 

dvocacy ï be approachable and take time to ensure that everyone feels 

involved, included and understood. Be willing to repeat things in a slightly 

different way. Discuss and champion individual needs, however small or large. 

ake a difference ï by following these simple steps you will make a 

difference in your community.  

Report by Rotarian David Smith 

*Rotary District 1220 covers 2000 Rotarians in 58 clubs across Derbyshire, 

Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, Staffordshire and South Yorkshire. 

DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Draycott Craft & Chat  

A drop-in craft and chat session. Bring your own craft projects & get together 

with other crafters for inspiration, advice and the essential cuppa. Read more 

on facebook ï search for @DraycottCraftandChat. Meetings are on alternate 

Tuesdays, and a donation of Ã3 is requested to cover hall costs. March dates 

are 12th and 26th. 

Draycott  Writers'  Group  

The Draycott Writers' Group is a small group set up by local author Angela 

Garry. The group meets twice a month, on the first and third Tuesdays, from 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm ï we've recently moved from our previous venue and are 

based in the Coach and Horses pub in Draycott for the autumn and winter.  

We are an informal group, no rules, no regulations, no age restrictions, no fees 

for being a member ï we meet to share and discuss our writing and set each 

other "homework" tasks to do between meets. Topics for discussion include 

favourite books or whatever we're currently reading or inspired by, books from 

the past, film and book tie-ins, poetry, prose, children's stories, adult stories, 

memoirs and reminiscences ï anything really to do with writing and reading. 

Bring a notebook and a pen, and any of your previous writings, or something 

T 

E 

A 

M 
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 written by someone else which inspires you. All new members will be very 

welcome: we promise to be gentle with you, and we don't bite. When you arrive 

at the Coach and Horses, just look for the woman with the pink hair! 

Draycott  and  Wilne  Women's  Institute  

The members of Draycott & Wilne WI welcomed Helen Patilla from Draycott 

Elephant Rooms to their January meeting.  Helen gave a talk about well-being, 

explained the history of the Elephant Rooms and provided a few treatments for 

some of our members.  

We are currently planning a theatre outing.  These plans are always greatly 

anticipated as we have such a wonderful facility in the Chatsworth Duchess 

Theatre locally.  We are also looking forward to continuing our First Aid skills in 

March. 

If you would like to join us, please do so on the 3rd Thursday of each month in 

the Methodist Church Hall, Market St, Draycott at 7.30pm. 

Contact us at draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com
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Church  News  

wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
St. Michael õs, Breaston  

Every Sunday  8:45 am Holy Communion 

  10:15 am Celebration Service 

  5:00 pm 5 oôclock service 

2nd & 4th Sundays 6:30 pm Evensong 

Every Thursday  9:30 am Holy Communion  

1st Tuesday  7:30 pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15 pm Julian Meeting in The Well at Anderson's, 

Blind Lane. 

Maundy Thurs 18th 7:30 pm Holy Communion with stripping of the Altar 

Good Friday 19th  2:00 pm Hour at the Cross 

Easter Day 21st  Services at normal times 

St. Maryõs, Draycott  & St. Chadõs, Church  Wilne  

1st Sunday  10:30 am United Service at Draycott Methodists 

2nd Sunday  10:30 am Family Communion 

3rd Sunday  10:30 am All-Age Worship 

4th Sunday  10:30 am Holy Communion 

1st & 3rd Sundays  6:30 pm Evensong (at Wilne for Easter and afterwards) 

1st Saturday  10ï11:30 am Coffee Morning in the Church Hall 

Maundy Thurs 18th 7:30 pm at Draycott Methodist Church 

Good Friday 19th  7:00 pm Prayers and reflections 

Easter Day 21st  6:00 am Sunrise service at St. Chadôs Water 

  10:30 am All-Age Worship in St. Chadôs Church 

  6:30 pm Evensong in St. Chadôs Church 

Breaston  Methodist  Church  

7 April  10:30 am Worship (Revôd Matthew Fugill) 

14 April  10:30 am Sacrament (Revôd Arnold Dixon) 

21 April  10:30 am Easter Day (Martin Sykes) 

28 April  10:30 am Worship (Glenda Taylor) 

Draycott  Methodist  Church  

7 April  10:30 am United All-Age Service (Rita Wright)  

14 April  10:30 am All-Age Worship at St. Maryôs 

21 April  10:30 am Easter Communion (Revôd Colin Emerson) 

28 April  10:30 am Morning Service (Derek Turton) 

Every Sunday  6:00 pm Evening Service (28th: at St. Maryôs) 

2nd Monday  3:30ï5:30 pm Messy Church  
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{ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǊŜπƻǇŜƴǎ 

Phase 1 of the refurbishment work at St Michaelôs is complete! The church re-

opened on Sunday 10th March with the new heating keeping the church nice 

and toasty! The light wooden chairs are proving remarkably comfortable, and 

they are very easy to rearrange. The new screen and permanently-mounted 

projector make setting up for the second Sunday morning service so much 

easier! Come along on a Sunday (8:45 or 10:15) ï thereôs a warm (literally!) 

welcome awaiting you! 

Bishop Jan will be coming to a service on Wednesday 3rd April at 7:30 pm to 

dedicate the new arrangements, and we plan to have an open day to coincide 

with the Gala on Monday 6th May. Everyone is very welcome to come to either 

or both of these to see the changes. 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Social Get Together  

We invite you to join us once a fortnight on a Wednesday morning when tea, 

coffee, teacakes and biscuits will be served in the Chapel Foyer from 10.30am 

until 12 noon. The price will be Ã1.75. This will be an opportunity to meet for a 

chat and refreshment. We look forward to seeing you. The next dates are 3rd 

and 17th April 

Table  Talk  

On the fourth Thursday afternoon of the month, a small number of our members 

have been meeting to 'play' Table Talk. This is similar to Trivial Pursuits; on 

each card is a statement which is then discussed, and each person expresses 

his or her opinion ï for or against and reasons for their view(s). It is most 

enjoyable and produces a considerable amount of laughter! 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ tǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all. If you have 

a concern for all the people who live or work in Draycott then you are welcome 

to join us at any time between 12:00 ï 1:00 p.m. We know that some people 
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meeting is on Wednesday April 24th at St. Maryôs Church. Join us if you can! 

aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ DǳƛƭŘǎ 
The Wesley  Guild,  Breaston  

We hold our meetings in the Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane, on a Thursday 

evening each week. We begin at 7:30 pm and end around 9:15ï 9:30 pm. This 

yearôs sessions run until 25th April 2019 (our annual dinner); we restart in Sept. 

April 4th Musical Evening 

April 11th Annual General Meeting 

April 18th Maundy Thursday 

April 25th Annual Dinner 

The Guild meetings are not just for church members, anyone from the local 

community is welcome. We have a varied selection of speakers, musicians, 

illustrated talks, quizzes etc., and always end the evening with tea/coffee and 

biscuits. Do join us and make new friendships. 

Nancy Plummer, Guild General Secretary 

The Draycott  Guild  

We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 

7.30pm. Membership is Ã8 for sessions from January to May inclusive. 

Give us a try! Speakers for April are: 

Weds April 10th Derbyshire ï its character and characters: by Peter Amour 

Weds April 24th Mission Aviation Fellowship: the óflying doctorô service. 

Please come and join us. You will receive a warm welcome 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 
Draycott  Methodist  Café Service  

Church ï but not as you know it! On the second Sunday morning of each month, 

we have a different sort of óChurchô in Draycott. Informal, sitting with friends 

around tables. 

¶ Tea & coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Caf® Church: Sunday 14th April 

Midweek Fellowship Meetings During Lent  

During Lent it has been the custom of the two churches in Draycott to meet 

together on Tuesday evenings at 7.30 p.m.  This began in March; we are 

following a guided study produced by the York course.  Everyone welcome to 

join in at St Maryôs Church. 
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Children  and  Youth  
 
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an 

adult. Come and join us for crafts, fun, food and 

worship! Organised by Draycott Churches 

Together, we meet in Draycott Methodist Church, 

on the corner of Market Street & Derwent Street, on 

the 2nd Monday of each month from 3:30 ï 5:30 pm. 

Next Messy Church is MARCH 11TH FROM 3.30 ï 5.30 P.M.  

ACTIVITIES ON THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP 

For further information speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden 

(01332 873388) 

{ŎƻǳǘǎΣ DǳƛŘŜǎΣ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ϧ wŀƛƴōƻǿǎ 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall 

on Mondays - For more information contact Brown 

Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. Contact 

Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 5.30ï7:15 pm in the Methodist 

Church Hall during term time. All requests should go through the website: 

www.girlguiding.co.uk.  

1st Draycott Rainbows waiting list is now open. If you have a daughter, family 

or friends who wish to join. Please refer them to 

www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/. Even if 

they are unsure, it is easy to remove them off the list then add, as we are very 

popular with limited spaces. 

Beavers, aged 6 and 7, meet on a Thursday; Cubs, aged 8 to 10İ, meet on a 

Wednesday; Scouts, aged 10İ to 14, meet on a Monday. Helpers are always 

welcome ï Contact Angela Clarke on 07812 726988. 

Youth Caf® 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in the 

summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Both sessions run from 7ï8:30 pm in St. Michaelôs Church 

Hall 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

http://www.girlguiding.co.uk/
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¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the 

children can get straight into their activities. They usually join the adults at 

11:15. Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

  

Alive has the premise of being run by young people, for 

young people. We donôt wish to exclude anyone or any 

age but want to prioritise the young peopleôs needs. 

This means that we think about topics and themes 

which relate to them. We have testimonies (how 

someone became a Christian) by young people and we 

have young people leading and speaking (as well as 

getting involved in the band). 

We currently meet on the first Saturday of every month, in the church hall. If you 

know of any young people who you think would be interested in coming along, 

please let them know. As the first time can often be daunting for such a situation, 

I suggest they could also get in contact with me, through one of our many groups 

(Youth Cafe, Youth Home Group & Sunday Mornings); Iôd love to talk to them. 

Simon Bentley, St. Michaelôs Childrenôs, Youth & Community Worker 

9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall 

every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00 pm for children in school years 

3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. 

All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team at the end of each half 

term with the most points, win prizes for all its members. 

Simon and the team collect the children at 3:25 pm and walk them back to the 

church hall. Parents come to the church hall at 5 pm to pick up their children. 

If you know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, please 

email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form. 

 

Breaston Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Group 

meets on Mondays in term time 10:30-11:30 am 

in Breaston Methodist Church. Contact Annie 

Noble on 07595 351 582. 

Why not come and join Draycott Sunbeams on Wednesday mornings 10:30-

11:30 am (term time). at St Maryôs Hall, Draycott, sensory play, songs and 

stories, refreshments, free play, time to chat. For more information contact Ruth 

Pechey: 0115 972 6321 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ 
Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

Those who feel theyôre not enough 

Those whose lives feel tough, 

Who struggle sometimes just to keep on going. 

Blessed are the weak, 

The wobbly, the insecure 

Those who feel uncertain or unsure. 

Blessed are those who doubt,  

who question, wonder,  

Shout frustration up to heaven. 

 

Blessed are those who struggle to forgive 

Others and themselves. 

Who want to live as God would have them live 

But feel sometimes they just canôt face the day. 

Blessed are those who pray 

and though feeling the imperfection of their prayers 

keep praying anyway. 

 

Blessed are those who sigh 

Who try but fear they try in vain 

Blessed are those in pain, 

Those whose Sunday smiles hide broken hearts 

Whose dreams seem shattered on the ground 

Those who carry childhood hurts around. 

Blessed are those who make mistakes 

Those who feel they donôt have what it takes 

Those who have slipped up, messed up 

Have missed it, blown it, are past it. 

 

Blessed are those who feel they just donôt fit 

Those who find themselves 

On the edge or in the shade. 

Blessed those who feel their Christian lives  

Donôt make the grade; 

Blessed those who long to pray more, 

Worship more, understand more. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit. 

É Jo Whitehead 2019     
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¢ƘŜ /ƘŜƭǎŜŀ CƭƻǿŜǊ {Ƙƻǿ ƎƻƭŘ ƳŜŘŀƭ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ 
Itôs always good to hear about local people who 

exceed in their skills and are respected nationally 

for the work they do. Sue Hayward is one of 

these people; with her husband Steve she has 

lived in Breaston for 22 years 

Sue came into garden design after a later life 

career change. She had been a lingerie designer 

in the textile industry, designing for Marks and 

Spencer among others. With the decline of the 

textile industry in the 90ôs she changed careers 

and became a gardener, offering garden 

maintenance in the local area. She then studied 

garden design, landscape and heritage at 

Nottingham Trent University before setting up Sue Hayward Garden Design Ltd. 

Sue is a prolific garden designer for both large and small gardens throughout 

the East Midlands and beyond. 

Amazingly, Sue is very involved with the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, and her 

first garden was The Shetland Croft Garden for MNDA (the Motor Neurone 

Disease Association) in 2008 for which she received a Gold medal and the BBC 

Peopleôs Favourite Award.  In 2010 Sue designed the Stephen Hawking Garden 

for Motor Neurone Disease and this 

year Sue reunited with Martin 

Anderson MBE, a joint founder of the 

MNDA,  to create her third garden 

called The High Maintenance 

Garden for Motor Neurone Disease. 

It is in the artisan garden category 

and features a vintage Morgan 3 

wheeler within a neglected 

workshop. The garden depicts the 

limitations of a person with motor 

neurone disease; the senses and mind are still active but the body can be 

ólocked inô. The untended garden can still be sensed by the owner although it is 

gradually slipping back into natureôs control.  Still, it has a relaxed beauty and 

atmosphere that is a haven for wildlife.  

Last year Sue created a óBeautiful Borderô garden for BBC Gardeners World 

Live in Birmingham. This received a gold award with widespread critical acclaim 

and featured on the BBC Gardeners World! So look out for Sue Hayward as 

you watch the Chelsea Flower show; she is a star in our midst! 

Jean Lupton 

Sue Hayward 

MDNA garden design 
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DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƛǇǎ 
Hi, its Gardener Steve here! Each month I will be 

bringing you a little dose of gardening. I will be giving 

you a few jobs to do in your gardené 

¶ Apply a high nitrogen lawn fertiliser, mow the 

grass regular but keep the blades fairly high for 

the first few cuts 

¶ Mulch your beds and borders with a layer of 

well-rotted manure or garden compost to 

prepare for the growing season. Add a general 

purpose fertiliser such as pelleted chicken 

manure. 

¶ Divide Hostas before they come into leaf.  

and my two top plants to guarantee colour 

throughout April: Erysimum óBowles Mauveô and Epimedium óPink Champagneô      

Do contact me if you have a gardening question or a story you would like to 

share or help with a plant name then please email me at 

gardenersteve24@live.co.uk. 

My mo nthly garden day tripê    

Day Trip To Ashwood Nurseries And Garden Lands Saturday 27th April  

My next garden day trip will 

be to the West Midlands and 

we shall be visiting 

Ashwood Nurseries and 

Garden Lands Garden 

Centre.  

Our first port of call will be 

Garden Lands Garden 

Centre, just in time for a 

morning coffee in the 

restaurant and browse the 

wonderful plants.  

After our stop at Garden Lands, itôs off to Ashwood Nurseries which is home to 

óJohnôs Gardenô and is a wonderful three-acre private garden created by the 

nursery owner John Massey VMH. Informal borders, island beds, woodland 

dells and wildlife meadow are set against the beautiful backdrop of the 

Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal. It is a óplantsmanôs gardenô that has an 

abundance of rare plants as well as many familiar favourites. 
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0 This is a garden for all seasons with magnificent collections of trees, shrubs, 

herbaceous perennials and conifers adding to the interest all year round and 

has many fine features including a stunning pool and rock garden. 

This is an escorted tour of Johnôs Garden at Ashwood Nurseries and during our 

visit, time can be spent visiting the beautifully maintained plant sales areas, 

well-stocked greenhouses and seasonal displays in their delightful garden 

setting. 

With a full day ahead of you, your day starts off at The Navigation Inn, Risley 

Lane, Breaston. Cost for this trip is Ã30.00 and includes a light breakfast and 

the tour at Ashwood Nurseries. For more information or to book your place, You 

can call the booking line on 07413408751 or email 

infoblueskiesthelimit@gmail.com. 

Steve Walton 

¢ǊŜŜǘƻǇǎ IƻǎǇƛŎŜ /ŀǊŜ bŜŜŘǎ ¸ƻǳǊ IŜƭǇΗ 
Do you have some free time? Would you like a 

volunteering role that you can fit around your other 

commitments? Treetops Hospice Care is looking 

for a Community Ambassador for your parish. 

Treetops Hospice Care provides nursing care & 

emotional support for adults living with a life-limiting illness whilst offering 

bereavement and counselling services to help support families at one of the 

most difficult times of their lives. Our ambition is to make every day count for 

patients and families living with life-limiting illnesses or affected by death and 

dying; our vision is that everyone living within the communities we serve has 

access to end of life care of the highest quality.  

As a Community Ambassador you will promote Treetops events in your parish 

through posters and word of mouth; set up and run collection/information stalls 

in your local area; introduce the work of Treetops to your network; promote 

Treetops to local community groups and voluntary groups; manage collection 

tins in local shops and businesses. You will be fully supported in your role by 

our Community Fundraising team. 

Book A Speaker  

Are you a member of a community group that would like to hear more about the 

work of Treetops Hospice Care?  We would love to come along to one of your 

meetings and explain how we support families in your parish and how our 

services can be accessed. 

For an informal chat about becoming a Community Ambassador or to book a 

speak contact Christine Selden, Community Fundraiser on 0115 949 1264 or 

email cselden@treetopshospice.org.uk. 

mailto:infoblueskiesthelimit@gmail.com
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Contacts  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund   Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or www.girlguiding.org.uk 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson  01332 872615 

   alesi4@sky.com  

 

 

Would you like your groupôs contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 7) 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

 Youth, Childrenôs and Community Worker 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Breaston Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Sarah Lester www.breastongala.org.uk 

   secretary@breastongala.org.uk 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

  John Bowley 07793 550595 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Youth Caf® Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 
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DƻƻŘ LƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ 
 

The day began with good intentions, 

Here's a few just to mention: 

 

To visit the sick, perhaps to pray, 

To call the friend so far away. 

 

To send the note to gladden and cheer, 

To show more love to those held dear. 

 

At the end of the day, I have to say, 

Why did those intentions just slip away? 

 

But you know Lord it's me to blame, 

So, help me to-morrow to try again. 

 

Margaret Rigley, Mickleover     
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