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tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

 
Over 4,000 poppies on the walls of St. Michaelôs Church 
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Thought for  the month  
Christmas then and now.  

There can be little doubt that the festival of Christmas is the most celebrated 

holiday throughout the world. For the vast majority, this time of year creates 

more excitement and anticipation than any other. However, there are those who 

are lonely and without friends, who find Christmas to be truly awful. Each year 

the season starts earlier, the lights get brighter, there are fairs and many special 

events to attend and time just flies by. 

Sadly, there are many who lose sight of the one whose birth is being celebrated 

and there are also those who consider that Christ is irrelevant to Christmas. 

Some would like to see the season renamed as Winter Wonder Fest or Yuletide 

and last year a major fast food chain, wished its customers a 'Happy 

Munchmas'. 

That first Christmas was a really tough time for Mary and Joseph, not only was 

there the scandal of Mary's pregnancy but just about two weeks before her baby 

was due, Mary had to make a journey of seventy or eighty miles from Nazareth 

to Bethlehem. This was because Joseph had to register at the town of his family 

origins. The roads were rough and very hazardous. Bethlehem was full to 

overflowing and there was nowhere for Mary to have her baby, except in an 

animal shelter. It is possible that some of the women in a nearby inn, helped 

Mary deliver her first born son, Jesus. 

Only a handful of people knew that Jesus the promised Messiah had been born. 

They were Mary and Joseph, some local shepherds, an old priest, Simeon and 

a prophet Anna. Later some scientist/ astrologers from 'the East' found Jesus, 

guided by a star. The religious authorities had long given up on the arrival of 

the promised Messiah. 

The amazing thing is, that God, the creator of all, should choose to become a 

human and go through a potentially difficult birth, living a humble life in a village. 

The birth of this baby, Jesus the Son of God, was just the start of a wonderful 

gift from God. Jesus came to show people what God was really like and later 

by His death and resurrection, He enabled all who trusted in Him, then and now, 

to be reconciled with God. 

This Christmas gift from God can be summarised in three words: God with us. 

This gift is priceless and yet it is free to all who care to receive it. 

May you experience the peace and joy of the Christ whose birthday we 

celebrate. 

 

Christopher Hayne. 
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±ŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 

the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 

name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 

God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 

(Isaiah 9:6) 
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{ǘƛƭƭ {ǇŀŎŜ 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Flames 

Two candles burn before the cross in my prayer corner as I begin 

a time of reflection. The first candle is white and new, burning 

silently, steadily, flame straight and intense. The 

second candle has been used before. Its wick is 

rather long, the flame flickering, giving off wisps of 

black smoke. 

As I tune into the mood of Advent waiting, I see the girl Mary, like 

my first candle: young, pure, unmarked by life. She receives the 

angel Gabriel with such openness, timid but hopeful, like a blank 

page ready for God to write his Good News. ñI am the Lordôs servant,ò she says. 

ñMay it be to me as you have said.ò (Luke 1: 26-38) 

I am the second candle: older, world-wearied, never fully at rest, struggling day 

to day just to live. And yet ï and yet, the fire is the same. It is the same Spirit 

burning in each of us, shining through our eyes.  
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As God worked in and through Mary, his first, wonderful Christ-bearer, so he 

can work in and through me ï and you. We only have to be ready and willing. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Send your light into the darkness again this Advent. 

Burn up our impurities and shine through us 

that we may carry Jesus Christ 

in our words, our actions and our loving. 

ñI am the Lordôs servant. 

May it be to me as you have said.ò 

Amen. 

 

 

by April McIntyre, St. Michaelôs Church, Breaston 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on 

behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by 

Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, Derby, 

DE72 3DX, or see details on page 36. 

380 copies are printed monthly (by Elson & Hall of Long Eaton) and are 

distributed around Breaston and Draycott and are available for purchase in local 

shops. 

/ƻǇȅ 5ŀȅ 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 10th of December ï this is a 

week earlier than normal to enable the magazine to go to the 

printers before their Christmas closure. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to 

be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will 

have to be held over. 

{ǳōǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ 
Just a reminder that the subscriptions for the magazine will be collected by our 

team of distributors in January. The cost will be held at Ã6 for 12 editions. 

Thank you 

 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
Well, itôs turned out to be a larger-than-usual edition this month ï youôve got an 

extra four pages to read!  

We start off with information about the changes being made at St. Michaelôs to 

make the church building more welcoming ï warmer, more comfortable, and 

better suited to all types of meeting (see page 9). 

The Remembrance Sunday commemorations were well attended in both 

villages. Ahead of that, the Menôs Danger Clubôs October meeting heard the 

moving story of Bill Coltman VC as told by his grandson Tim (see page 14). 

Draycottôs very own young poet, Lewis Vere appears on page 17. We featured 

his poem on the Living Wall earlier this year on the cover of our August edition. 

His poem has been published ï see page 17 for more details and photographs. 

You can get information about Christmas events on page 21 everything from 

the Dickensian Fair to carol services to carol singing in pubs. And talking of 

pubs, thereôs an article about the new landlords at the Navigation in Breaston ï 

turn to page 31. 

A big thank you to you for buying or subscribing the magazine ï the fact that we 

almost sell out most months is what keeps the team and me going! 

And a big thank you to our advertisers: you help us to keep the magazine on an 

even keel financially, and we hope that you benefit for the exposure the 

magazine offers. If you run a business in Breaston or the nearby area and would 

like to advertise in 2019, please do get in touch ï see details on the previous 

page. 

Finally, a very happy Christmas to you. May you and those you love find love, 

joy and peace this Christmas time and in the New Year. 

Jonathan Lupton 

Dickensian Fair in Draycott - 4th December 
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Breaston Village News  

!ƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ 
After much preparation, St. Michaelôs Church now has the official go-ahead to 

make significant changes to the interior of the church building. Over the 

centuries, the church building has changed and evolved to meet the needs of 

successive generations. It has been extended and re-modelled inside several 

times. The 21st Century is no exception: 

¶ in 2008, the chancel was carpeted and equipped with comfortable chairs, 

making it a very useful and flexible space for smaller gatherings 

¶ In 2010 the internal oak doors were replaced with glass ones, making the 

entrance to the church much more welcoming. 

¶ in 2012, we created the toilet and kitchenette from what had been the old 

ñengine shedò. 

¶ in 2014 we upgraded the lighting 

The need  

In the last 6 years, we have invested heavily in youth, children and community 

work and now have a full-time worker to support this continuing growth. As a 

result, there has been significant growth, and the church has a strong regular 

congregation of 100+. 

Alongside our more traditional services we are committed to developing a 

contemporary style of worship which will hopefully appeal to, and be more 

accessible for, the wider community and younger folk. At present, contemporary 

worship operates in a something of a straightjacket with people locked in fixed 

pews and musicians boxed in a corner hardly able to move for lack of space. 

Our vision is to develop more interactive teaching and preaching with the ability 

to be in small groups, and to hold caf® style services and active all-age events. 

It is very difficult to do this at present. We need movable chairs, not pews. 

Coupled with addressing the needs of the church congregation is the potential 

to address the needs of the wider community. Breaston has no village hall; 

discussions with the Parish Council confirm that whilst they have explored the 

possibility of creating a village hall there is no likelihood of this happening in the 

near and middle futures. 

The church building also suffers in two other respects: the heating system is 

ineffective and very dated and is nearing the end of its life. The current audio 

system was installed for voice amplification only and does not meet today's 

needs for a more complete audio-visual experience. Projection of the words of 

songs, pictures and videos is done by a temporarily installed screen and 
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projector, an arrangement which is far from adequate, particularly for people in 

the right-hand aisle, where visibility (and audibility) is restricted. 

The solution  

Starting in January, we shall start the work to: 

¶ install an effective heating system; 

¶ level the plinth on the north (left hand) side; 

¶ replace the pews with chairs and remove the pulpit; 

¶ upgrade the sound system and install a permanent screen and projector; 

¶ purchase comfortable wooden chairs (right) that 

are easy to re-arrange and stack; 

¶ install a new heating system; 

¶ install a permanently-mounted screen above the 

arch and a projector, and a plasma screen near 

the war memorial for the benefit of those in the 

south aisle; 

¶ install a new audio system; 

¶ move the choir and organ console to the back of 

the main part of the church. This will be much better acoustically for the 

choir and organist, as well as creating a ñmeet and greetò area without 

blocking the entrance to the building. 

The church will be closed whilst the work is being done, and services will be 

held in Breaston Methodist Church (our thanks to them) and the Chequers, by 

kind permission of Kate and Duncan. We plan to have the work completed 

within a couple of months, and to re-open the church in good time before Easter. 

The church will then be warm, comfortable and available for various types of 

meeting ï weôll be writing more about this later. 

Grab a pew!  

We shall be auctioning off the pews, pulpit 

and panelling. The closing date is 3rd 

December, so if you are interested, youôll 

need to get a move on. Details are available 

on a leaflet in church, or look on the church 

website (www.stmichaelsbreaston.org.uk) 

and go to the article on Meeting, Seating 

and Heating at the top left. Youôll find links 

to the Grab a Pew leaflet as well as a 

brochure explaining the project in more 

detail, including how you can donate 

towards the cost. 

Jonathan Lupton 
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Pumpkin Party  

It was ffffreezing, but even so we had a great turnout to the 4th Annual Breaston 

Pumpkin Party held on October 27th. 

Despite the cold we had over 100 entries! A MASSIVE thanks to everyone who 

came along and made the event another success. The community spirit was 

amazing! 

Particular thanks to the volunteers who gave up their time (and froze!) ï we 

couldnôt do it without you! 

Thanks to the Cresswell ladies for providing their legendary Pumpkin Soup, 

Breaston Co-op and Breaston Parish Council for their donations and 

Dynamicmotif for a great dance performance! 

Thanks also go to Kate and Duncan and team Chequers Inn and FC Cartons 

who always support our events!  

All proceeds go back into Breaston projects and Breaston in Bloom. 

Emma Thomas 

Open Meeting  

We were to hold an Open meeting in November, but unfortunately this has had 

to be put back until the New Year. Please look at the posters on our noticeboard 

in the Green or Facebook for details of the new date. We are hoping to get 

representatives from all the local societies attending so that we can increase 

the Forumôs input to the village in the future. 

Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886, chairman@breaston.info  

Winning entries in the Pumpkin Competition 
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November has been a quiet month for the Bloomers. Our winter planting is all 

in and we have tidied several areas that we have worked on before e.g. the 

Butterfly garden and Draycott bridge. We have also planted hundreds of 

donated daffodils and some tulips around the village. We are looking forward to 

a very bright Spring. Now this has been done, our regular work parties have 

stopped, but we still managed to fit an extra two in when some plants were 

donated by a resident recently. 

Our theme for next year is going to focus on Breastonôs heritage. We are hoping 

to find out more about our history, including what businesses were in the village 

in the past, if any famous people lived here in the past, what the main areas of 

the village were like years ago etc. If you have any information for us, any 

pictures from the past or want to tell us a tale, please get in touch ï we would 

love to hear from you 

Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886, breastoninbloom@breaston.info 

send a message via our facebook page www.facebook.com/breastoninbloom/ 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
Cemetery  

Residents who own plots on Breaston Cemetery may have noticed yellow 

warning notices on their plots ï if you have please contact the Clerk on 870119 

or breastonparish@outlook.com. 

Calendar  

The Breaston Photographic Competition Calendar is now on sale at the Parish 

Rooms (on Blind Lane) at Ã5.00 each. This is a high-quality calendar and would 

make an excellent Christmas stocking filler. 

Carol Concert and Lights Switch -On 

Do come along to this on Duffield Close on Friday 7th December at 7 pm. Santa 

will be there, and Parish Councillors will be serving stollen, mince pies and 

mulled wine. Donôt forget to bring a torch! 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ ²ΦLΦ bŜǿǎ 
The past few weeks have seen us out and about with a sell-out trip to Hansons 

Auction rooms. We had a great time with much laughter hunting down those 

bargains.   
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For our October meeting we 

welcomed Simon Kilbey ï Store 

Manager at Breaston Co-Op.  

Simon gave us a fascinating and 

very informative talk outlining the 

Co-Ops unique business model 

and its journey from small 

beginnings in 1844 to a present-

day membership of around 1 

Billion!! A constantly evolving 

business with a Main Council 

which currently contains a 

majority of women on the Board! Simon finished his talk by telling us of some 

exciting new initiatives including the development of a new 

Pharmacy platform. 

Success for our member Pat Ferrett who won first prize in the 

scissor case competition at the AFM Trent College. Fabulous! 

Well done!  

Our ñWalking Netballò 

meetings have proved 

to be extremely popular and a regular 

weekly date on the calendar. Ladies 

across the age groups are developing 

their fitness skills, keeping active and 

enjoying a great social meet-up. Join us 

when you can. 

Our November Coffee morning 

was once again popular and 

busy. Liz, Bronwen, Susie and all 

the team involved, ladies you 

have done us proud!   This year a 

total of Ã730!!! was raised for our 

chosen charities.   

Our Thursday ñdrop inò Coffee 

Mornings continue on the 2nd/4th 

Thursday of the month. A chance to meet up, catch up and natter.   See you 

there! 

Shirley Walker ï on behalf of Breaston WI 

Date for your Diary: 

Sat 2nd March 2019 ï DFWI Spring Council Meeting ï Chesterfield 

Simon Kilbey outside Breaston Co-op 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ CƭƻǿŜǊ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 
The Power of the Flower by Pauline Foster  

The Power of the Flower explored how choice and colour of flowers can be used 

to develop a theme or evoke a message. 

The delicacy of the first arrangement contrasting the tall, straight stems of pale 

pink Roses with the fluffy points of the lovely Astilbe, brought back images of 

the glorious summer just gone. 

Warm autumn colours next incorporated 

welcoming bright yellows of 

Chrysanthemums and gilded Cardoon pods 

set against lofty stems of Ornithogalum, all of 

which were embedded in the lime green of 

Lonicera and the yellowing Beech leaves. 

Bold, singing colours brought to life 

statement Palms and Hellebore leaves whilst 

pale green Anthuriums, green 

Chrysanthemums and Singapore Orchids 

added the right amount of vibrancy to set the tone for the zing of a party. 

Finishing the evening, was a presentation of flowers for a celebration and at this 

time of year, it had to be Halloweôen. Red Carnations nestling amongst pinhead 

Protea and orange Roses mingled with the natural bend of the Chinese Lantern. 

Date and time of next meeting : 

óAll that Glittersô, Lee Berrill, Tuesday November 27th, 2018, 7:30pm, Duchess 

Theatre, Long Eaton, ticket only 

/ƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Menõs Danger Club 

Many groups during October and November commemorated the ending of the 

First World War and it was very appropriate that the Danger Club should, at 

their October meeting, include in their programme a talk to remember those who 

had offered their lives to protect and even die for not only our nation but also 

our allies. Tim Coltman, whom many reading this will have heard speak, came 

to us to talk about William óBillô Coltman. William followed in his fatherôs 

ófootstepsô and became a gardener. In January 1915 William volunteered. It 

must have been a very difficult decision as he was newly married and had a 

baby son. He told the Army that his Christian beliefs would not allow him to fight 

to kill anyone so after his training he was assigned to the role of a stretcher 

bearer and landed in France in February 1915. 
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The Army, at the beginning of the war, had less than Ĳ million men. Due to the 

famous Kitchener recruiting poster many joined the Army eventually becoming 

over 4 million strong. Many joined up because their pals did and they would 

have food, clothing, visit foreign countries and the war would be over soon. They 

were soon to find out what life was like in the trenches, in summer it was hot 

and stinking, in winter cold with disease, cholera, trench foot, lice, rats, mud, 

dirty clothes, the bombardments and snipers. He refused to involve any other 

soldier in this work so when he brought back wounded soldiers from the 

battlefield he carried or crawled with them.  

The battle of the Somme started on the 1st July 1916. In the first hour there 

were 57,000 casualties, a third of whom died and Bill was busy, crawling out 

under fire and crawling back with wounded men. Bill was mentioned in 

despatches which won him his first medal. During the 141 days of the battle 

there were an average of 893 casualties every day. 

Throughout the war Bill continued his saving work being awarded alongside 

other medals, the Military Medal twice and the Distinguished Service Medal 

twice. Each soldier wore two identical dog tags on the same chain. William 

would crawl out under fire, take the second one leaving the other to identify the 

soldier. The one he took would eventually be passed to the government so that 

the widow would receive a widowôs pension. 

After the Army crossed the Hindenburg line battles 

continued including the battle at Mannequin Hill on the 

3rd and 4th October 1918. Under fire William continually 

went out to bandage soldiersô wounds and where he felt 

necessary carry them back to safety. For this he was 

awarded the Victoria Cross, the highest award possible. 

He became, and still is, the highest decorated Non-

Commissioned soldier of the British Army. 

William was always a humble man. The dignitaries and towns people of Burton 

planned a grand welcome and when William found out about it he left the train 

at the station before Burton and walked home. He put the medals in a drawer 

and returned to gardening. His family knew nothing of what he had done until 

years later. The TV programme ñInside Outò included the story of William 

Coltman and it was the first time Tim had seen the medals.  

When the Unknown Soldier was laid to rest in Westminster Abbey, William was 

invited, with other VC recipients to stand around in honour as the body was laid 

in the ground. When you visit the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, look 

for the tree with a plaque commemorating William. His family visited it and whilst 

they were there along came Prince Andrew who knew the story of William 

Coltman. There is also an example of a First World War trench at the Arboretum 

and itôs named the ñColtman Trenchò.  
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Many, from soldiers to commanders and even the Royal Family, admired and 

honoured William Coltman and through Timôs presentations he is becoming 

more well known locally. Our thanks to Tim for giving us a deeper insight into 

the First World War. 

Please contact John (874417, john.judy184@btinternet.com) or Adrian 

(adrianyoung@hotmail.com) for details of the programme for the Danger Club. 

Trent & Erewash Embroiderersõ Guild 

The Guild meets on the third Saturday of the month in St. Michael's Church Hall, 

Breaston. New members and visitors are always welcome, phone 0115 

9723203 for further details or just come along. No meeting in December. 

The Falls Clinic  

Mondays 11:00 am for about one hour in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall. 

The cost is Ã3.50 per week. Contact Jo on 07794 157 766 for more information 

Breaston Evergreen Club  

Tuesdays 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall for the 

over 60s held, Blind Lane. Call club secretary Malcolm on 0115 946 1430 or 

07754 409 443 for further information. 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club  

Lunch Club is held on alternate Fridays: date for December is the 7th in the 

Breaston Methodist Church Hall as usual. There is no lunch club on the 21st. 

The Lunch Club is looking for more volunteers to cook and serve lunches. 

Can you help to convey participants to and from the Lunch Club? Please contact 

Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can help. 

Singing at the Chequers  

I run a singing group for adults who loved to sing but didnôt think they could 

sing!! My aim was to have a friendly group and a sing-along, and this is what 

we have. We meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:15pm 

upstairs in the Chequers pub, the cost is Ã3. Examples of songs we sing are, 

Oh You Beautiful Doll, Both Sides Now, Fly Me To The Moon, Tainted Love, Is 

This The Way To Amarillo and our anthem which we always sing to end the 

session, Bring Me Sunshine. Whatever kind of day we have had we always 

seem to leave with a smile on our face, our posture is better as is our breathing. 

Our group is made up of all ages, male and female, you are MOST welcome to 

join us in 2019, our first meeting is Tuesday January 8th. 

MAKE IT YOUR NEW YEAR RESOLUTION TO SING AND BE HAPPY! See 

you there! 

Julie Phillips 
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Draycott Village News  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ tƻŜǘ aŜŜǘǎ tƻŜǘ [ŀǳǊŜŀǘŜ 
On November 15th Lewis Vere (10) met 

the Poet Laureate Dame Carol Ann 

Duffy. His poem, which is featured on 

the Living Wall, is now published in 

óArmistice 100ô which is a collection of 

poems written by schoolchildren to 

commemorate the centenary of 

Armistice Day. Such a fantastic 

achievement for one so young. Draycott 

is very proud of you! 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƛƭƴŜ 
tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ bŜǿǎ 
A big congratulations to the Dibbers for 

their Gold Award at the Britain in Bloom 

Competition; we are lucky to have such 

an experienced and dedicated team in 

Draycott who make our village look so 

attractive. 

The Remembrance Sunday outdoor service held at the War Memorial on 11th 

November was attended by over 400 people and was a credit to the village, we 

would like to thank all who attended. Just under Ã500 was raised for the Royal 

British Legion. 

We have introduced a new refuse service at the Cemetery, a general waste bin, 

two compost bins and a recycling bin ï please use these instead of the 

concreate bunker.  

We are undertaking a project to transfer the burial records for Draycott 

Cemetery into electronic format.  We are looking for volunteer(s) to help us do 

this.  You must be aged over 16, able to use Microsoft Excel and willing to sign 

a confidentiality agreement. This would suit someone with an interest in the 

village history or a 6th former requiring local work experience.   

For more information please contact Sheena Butcher (the clerk) on 01332 

875278 or email draycottpc@gmail.com 

Upcoming meeting dates:  

11 December 2018, 10am Planning Committee, 7.00pm Full Council Meeting 
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All are welcome to attend; the first 15 minutes of the Full Council Meeting are 

set aside for residentsô comments. 

¢Ŝŀ ǿƛǘƘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
óTea with friendsô meet on the second and fourth Mondays of the month at St. 

Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott, 2ï4 pm for tea, coffee, cakes, presentations, 

quizzes and of course, bingo. All are welcome. Just Ã2 per person. Future 

events are: 

Monday 10th Dec  @ St Maryôs Church Hall - Christmas Party! 

For enquiries, contact Jane Brown via phone (01332875445) or email to 

janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk. 

DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Draycott Writers' Group  

The Draycott Writers' Group is a small group set up by local author Angela 

Garry. The group meets twice a month, on the first and third Tuesdays, from 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm ï we've recently moved from our previous venue and are 

based in the Coach and Horses pub in Draycott for the autumn and winter.  

We are an informal group, no rules, no regulations, no age restrictions, no fees 

for being a member ï we meet to share and discuss our writing and set each 

other "homework" tasks to do between meets. Topics for discussion include 

favourite books or whatever we're currently reading or inspired by, books from 

the past, film and book tie-ins, poetry, prose, children's stories, adult stories, 

memoirs and reminiscences ï anything really to do with writing and reading. 

Bring a notebook and a pen, and any of your previous writings, or something 

written by someone else which inspires you. All new members will be very 

welcome: we promise to be gentle with you, and we don't bite. When you arrive 

at the Coach and Horses, just look for the woman with the pink hair! 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƴŜ ²ƻƳŜƴϥǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 
In October the Draycott & Wilne WI ladies had an early start to Christmas. Our 

own member, Sarah, demonstrated Flowers for Christmas. The joy of Sarahôs 

talk reminds us that flower arranging doesnôt have to be expensive to be 

effective and beautiful. We were then let loose to create our own masterpiece. 

We will have our Christmas Party on 13th December ï yum. Then to make 

ourselves feel better, we will start our 2019 programme with a Well Being 

session, through the staff of the Elephant Rooms in Draycott. 

If you would like to join us, please do so on the 3rd Thursday of each month in 

the Methodist Church Hall, Market St, Draycott at 7.30pm. 

mailto:janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk
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Contact us at draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com 

mailto:draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com
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Church News  

wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
See page 21 for details of Christmas events 

St. Michael õs, Breaston  

Every Sunday  8:45 am Holy Communion 

  10:15 am Celebration Service (2nd Sunday: All-Age) 

2nd & 4th Sundays 6:30 pm Evensong 

Every Wednesday  10:00 am Prayer Meeting 

2:30 pmï 3:30 pm Church open 

Every Saturday  10:30 amïNoon Church open 

Every Thursday  9:30 am Holy Communion 

1st Sunday  7:00 pm Churches Together Prayer Focus (see below) 

1st Tuesday  7:30 pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15 pm Julian Meeting in The Well at Anderson's, 

Blind Lane. 

St. Maryõs, Draycott & St. Chadõs, Church Wilne 

1st Sunday  10:30 am United Service at Draycott Methodists 

2nd Sunday  10:30 am Family Communion 

3rd Sunday  10:30 am All-Age Worship 

4th Sunday  10:30 am Holy Communion 

1st & 3rd Sundays  6:30 pm Evensong (at Wilne during summer time) 

1st Saturday  10ï11:30 am Coffee Morning in the Church Hall 

Breaston Methodist Church  

2 Dec  10:30 am Worship (Deacon Terry Street) 

  7:00 pm Churches Together Prayer Focus (see below) 

9 Dec  10:30 am Gift Service (Paula Dawson) 

16 Dec  10:30 am Worship (Gary Long) 

23 Dec  10:30 am Sacrament (Revôd Arnold Dixon) 

  6:00 pm Carols (Jonathan Stanyon) 

25 Dec  10:30 am Christmas Morning (Jonathan Stanyon) 

30 Dec  10:30 am Worship (Emmanuel Ofori) 

Draycott Methodist Church  

1st Sunday  10:30 United Service  

2nd Sunday  10:30 Caf® Service (see below) 

3rd Sunday  10:30 All-Age Worship at St. Maryôs  

4th Sunday  10:30 Morning Service 

5th Sunday  10:30 Caf® Service (see below) 

Every Sunday  4:00 Evening Service (not 30 Dec) 

2nd Monday  3:30ï5:30 pm Messy Church  
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/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
2nd December 10:30 am: Christmas Gift Service in Draycott Methodist Church.   

At our united All age Worship service everyone is encouraged to bring a gift for 

a needy child to place under our big Christmas Tree.  These gifts will then be 
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taken by Derby Salvation Army who distribute them among known needy 

families.   

Gifts needed for children of all ages, although there is always a shortage of gifts 

for teenagers. 

4th December 5ï8 pm Dickensian Fair: Craft & gift stalls, hot food & 

drink, fairground rides, live entertainment and a visit from Santa & his elves! 

The Christmas lights will be switched on by a child from the local school. 

23rd December 4 pm in Draycott Methodist Church: traditional Carols with 

Candles service.  Children are encouraged to join in the lantern procession 

around the church.  PLEASE NOTICE THE EARLIER TIME! 

24th December 11:30 pm in St. Maryôs Church: United Christmas Eve 

communion. 

25th December 11 am in St. Maryôs Church: United Christmas Morning 

Celebration 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ tǊŀȅŜǊ CƻŎǳǎ 
A "Churches Together" time of informal worship and prayer with a specific 

theme. These meetings take place on the first Sunday of the month alternating 

between St. Michael's Church Hall and Breaston Methodist church. Decemberôs 

focus will be in Breaston Methodist Church. 

CǊƻƳ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Table Talk  

On the fourth Thursday afternoon of the month, a small number of our members 

have been meeting to 'play' Table Talk. This is similar to Trivial Pursuits in that 

a card is taken from the top of a pack. However, it is not an intelligence test! On 

the card is a statement which is then discussed, and each person expresses 

his or her opinion ï for or against and reasons for their view(s). It is most 

enjoyable and produces a considerable amount of laughter! No meeting in 

December. 

aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ DǳƛƭŘǎ 
The Wesley Guild, Breaston  

We hold our meetings in the Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane, on a Thursday 

evening each week. We begin at 7:30 pm and end around 9:15ï 9:30 pm. This 

yearôs sessions run until 25th April 2019 (our annual dinner). 

The Guild meetings are not just for church members, we welcome anyone from 

the local community that would like to join us. We have a varied selection of 

speakers, musicians, illustrated talks, quizzes etc., and always end the evening 
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with tea/coffee and biscuits. Do come along and join us and spend an 

interesting time each week and, maybe, make new friendships. 

Nancy Plummer, Guild General Secretary 

The Draycott Guild  

We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 

7.30pm. Membership is Ã8 for sessions from September to December inclusive. 

Give us a try! Speakers for December are: 

December 5th  Convent of the Holy Name: one of the sisters will talk about 

the life and work of the Convent 

Dec 19th Christmas Party ï Food, games and carols to finish 

Please come and join us. You will receive a warm welcome 

Draycott Churches Together Praying for Draycott  

Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all. If you have 

a concern for all the people who live or work in Draycott then you are welcome 

to join us at any time between 12.00 ï 1.00 p.m. We know that some people 

attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday November 28th at St Maryôs Church. Join 

us if you can! 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 
Draycott Methodist Café Service  

Church ï but not as you know it! On the second Sunday morning of each month, 

we have a different sort of óChurchô in Draycott. Informal, sitting with friends 

around tables. 

¶ Tea & coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Caf® Churches:  

Sunday 9th December at 10:30 am with Mr Derek Turton 

Sunday 30th December at 10.30am with Rev. Raymond Lunt 

Service Times ð Important change  

It has been decided that during the winter months of December, January and 

February the Evening Service at the Methodist church in Draycott will be at 4:00 

pm instead of 6:00 pm.  This is a trial for this year to see if it suits people better.   

Please let Revôd Colin Emerson or one of the stewards know how you feel. 
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/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ 
 

 
 

In an old stable, far away, 

On that first Christmas Morn 

The Saviour of the world came down. 

A little boy was born. 

 

The Angels sang of this event, 

Their presence in the sky 

Goodwill and Peace towards all men 

Glory to God on high. 

 

Emmanuel ï God with us, 

We celebrate His birth, 

The world has never been the same 

Since Jesus came to Earth. 

 

by Kathleen Gillum    

submitted by Thelma Mortimer    

 



 25 

 

Children and Youth  

Cƻƭƭƻǿ ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǊ 
Every day, during the period of 

Advent (1stï24th December), a star 

will be hidden around the village of 

Breaston. We would love to invite 

parents to take a photo of their 

children including the star and send 

the picture as a 

private message to the St. Michaels Facebook Page. Each 

day, a single 'entrant' will be chosen at random and given a 

Christmas Chocolate selection box as a prize and their 

photo will appear on the facebook page. Be on the lookout 

for those stars!  

Scan the QR code for @stmichaelsbreaston 

 
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with 

an adult. Come and join us for crafts, fun, food 

and worship! Organised by Draycott Churches 

Together, we meet in Draycott Methodist 

Church, on the corner of Market Street & 

Derwent Street, on the 2nd Monday of each 

month from 3:30 ï 5:30 pm. 

Next meeting is December 10th from 3.30 ï 5.30 P.M.  

Activities on the theme óWhat is Christmas all about?ô 

For further information speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary 

Murden (01332 873388) 

{ŎƻǳǘǎΣ DǳƛŘŜǎΣ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ϧ wŀƛƴōƻǿǎ 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall 

on Mondays - For more information contact Brown 

Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. Contact 

Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15 pm in St Maryôs during 

term time. Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 
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draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register 

online. 

1st Breaston Scout Group, Scout Hut on Blind Lane  

Beavers, aged 6 and 7, meet on a Thursday; Cubs, aged 8 to 10İ, meet on a 

Wednesday; Scouts, aged 10İ to 14, meet on a Monday. Helpers are always 

welcome ï Contact Angela Clarke on 07812 726988. 

Youth Caf® 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in the 

summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Both sessions run from 7ï8:30 pm. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

!ƭƛǾŜΗ 
At St. Michaels Church we recognise that sometimes 

with different ages come different styles and 

preferences of church. We hope that in whatever way 

you like to worship God, St. Michaels has a service or 

prayer meeting that you feel welcome and comfortable 

in.  

Our work with young people has shown they are no 

different. After taking our young people away to a Christian Festival called Soul 

Survivor in the summer of 2017, we came to the decision that as a youth group 

we would like to organise our own service which had a similar style of worship 

to what we experienced while at Soul Survivor; so the following October we 

started our óAliveô services.  

Alive has the premise of being run by young people, for young people. We donôt 

wish to exclude anyone or any age, but want to prioritise the young peopleôs 

needs. This means that we think about topics and themes which relate to them. 

We have testimonies (how someone became a Christian) by young people and 

we have young people leading and speaking (as well as getting involved in the 

band). 

A typical óAliveô service looks like this: 

¶ 7pm - Doors open, (drinks and snacks available) ósocialô time  

¶ 7:30pm - Sung worship begins  

¶ 8pm - Young personôs Testimony  

¶ 8:10pm - Talk (ósermonô) 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com


 27 

 

¶ 8:45pm - Prayer Ministry (a time to pray for each other) 

¶ 9pm - Finish 

We currently meet on the first Saturday of every month, in the church hall. If you 

know of any young people who you think would be interested in coming along, 

please let them know.  

As the first time can often be daunting for such a situation, I suggest they could 

also get in contact with me, through one of our many groups (Youth Cafe, Youth 

Home Group & Sunday Mornings), Iôd love to talk to them. 

Blessings. 

Simon Bentley, St. Michaelôs Childrenôs, Youth & Community Worker 

¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the 

children can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the 

church itself at 11:15. Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall 

every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00 pm for children in school years 

3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. 

All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team at the end of each half 

term with the most points, win prizes for all its members. 

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25 pm and 

collect the children and then walk them back to the church hall. Parents simply 

come to the church hall at 5:00 pm to pick up their children. 

If you know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, please 

email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form. 

 

Breaston Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Group meets on Mondays in term 

time 10:30-11:30 am in Breaston Methodist Church. Contact Annie Noble on 

07595 351 582. 

Why not come and join Draycott Sunbeams on Wednesday mornings 10:30-

11:30 am (term time). at St Maryôs Hall, Draycott, sensory play, songs and 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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stories, refreshments, free play, time to chat. For more information contact Ruth 

Pechey: 0115 972 6321 

{ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
Half Term February 2019  

Each year, St. Michaelôs Church plans and organises a youth residential during 

the February half term (this year 18th-22nd Feb). This year is no different and I 

would like to take the opportunity to invite any young people between the ages 

of 11-18 along. 

Our residential takes place at The Peak Centre, in Edale (Peak District). We 

have a number of exciting activities lined up this year including óThe Great 

British Residential Bake Offô, Trampoline park, óEscape roomô, Climbing wall 

and a walk over Mam Tor.  

The residential is also a fantastic time 

in which we get to think a little bit more 

about our faith, which Iôm pleased to 

say is done in such a way that is 

encouraging to those who do believe in 

God, but also relevant to those who do 

not.  

Last year, we had 33 of us attending 

(including leaders... from both Youth 

Cafe, the community and St. Michaelôs 

Church). This year Iôd like to fill the 

centre to its capacity of 43. 

If you would like more information and a consent form, please get in contact 

with me at simonpbentley@hotmail.com. 

The entire cost of the residential will be Ã150 per young person, though I hope 

those who are attending can fund-raise some money to help subsidise their 

costs.  

The Peak Centre in Edale 

Thinking about faith 
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Simon Bentley, St. Michaelôs Childrenôs, Youth & Community Worker 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ {ǳƴōŜŀƳǎ ς {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ bŜǿǎ 
It is good to be meeting back in our newly refurbished hall in Draycott, where 

we now have a storage cupboard to ourselves AND our own cupboard for plates 

biscuits etc in the new kitchen. Weôre trying not to leave sticky marks anywhere! 

For the first time we had a ñSunbeamsò stall at the hall jumble sale on Nov 17th, 

which proved a great success. Our appeal for old toys produced a wonderful 

response from the Mums and childrenða huge thank you to everyone who 

contributed and came to support us on the day. 

As I write, the Christmas preparations are in full flow. As in previous years, 

Sunbeams has had the honour of decorating the Christmas tree in the hall, 

which is always the happy start of our Christmas activities, and this year we 

were able to provide the tree too, which was an added joy. 

Our Nativity play will take place in St. Maryôs church at 10:30 am on Wednesday 

5th Dec. Do come along if you are able, but please donôt expect a polished 

performance!! 

Dec 19th is our Christmas party, with a visit from Santa, before we break up for 

Christmas, and the Sunbeams helpers for a well-deserved rest. 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM US ALL. 

Ruth Pechey 

[ƻǾŜ ƛǎΧ όŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ п ǘƻ у ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎύ 
'When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just 

know that your name is safe in their mouth.'  (Billy - age 4) 

'Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and 

they go out and smell each other.'  (Karl - age 5) 

'Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.'  (Terri - age 4) 

'Love is when you kiss all the time. Then when you get tired of kissing, you still 

want to be together and you talk more. My Mum and Daddy are like that. They 

look gross when they kiss' (Emily - age 8) 

'Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents 

and listen.'  (Bobby - age 7 (Wow!)) 

'If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate'  

(Nikka - age 6) [we need a few million more Nikka's on this planet] 

'Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after 

they know each other so well.'  (Tommy - age 6) 
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'You really shouldn't say 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you 

should say it a lot. People forget.'  (Jessica - age 8) 
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Articles  

¢ƘŜ bŜǿ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊǎ 
It was so good to meet up with the new Landlady and Landlord of the Navigation 

Inn in Breaston. 

Gaynor and Dave have just moved in and taken over the running of the very 

popular Navi which was closed for a while to have a refurb to make it even more 

cosy and comfortable for its customers. The couple have plenty of experience 

running pubs in places like Oxton, Southwell and in other parts of 

Nottinghamshire. They moved to Stanton by Dale in 2005 and took up new jobs; 

Gaynor worked at HMP Nottingham as a teacher and Dave trained drivers for 

a delivery company. But they both missed not running a pub so they were on 

the lookout for the right opportunity to come along.  

One day Gaynor was riding her 

horse on the Millennium 

bridleway and came across the 

To Let sign on the Navi. ñI knew 

straight away it was the one for 

us,ò she said. She couldnôt wait to 

tell Dave who immediately 

contacted the Punch Brewery and 

they secured the tenancy for 

three years. They moved into the 

premises after the renovation 

work was completed in the middle of October and set to work to make it a cosy 

pub offering British food which is all sourced locally and cooked to order. Dave 

is the chef and enjoys offering home-cooked fresh meals at reasonable prices. 

It is wonderful that the entire original staff, 14 of them, plus one new one, are 

there to welcome the regular customers and help everyone to enjoy the new 

food and surroundings. The good news is that Dave and Gaynor get on well 

with all the other publicans in the area. Duncan, from the Chequers, is coming 

round to clean their windows on a regular basis; he has a window cleaning 

business as well as running the Chequers with his wife Kate. 

Gaynor says ñif anyone has any old photos of the Navi that I could copy and put 

them up around the pub, please bring them along: Iôd really appreciate it.ò 

In the New Year the couple will start working on the outside of the Navi, 

especially the seating area; Gaynor will provide rings for horse riders to tether 

their mounts so they can enjoy the company of other equestrians as they sit 

outside to take refreshment. There are not many pubs where you can do that! 

Gaynor and Dave and staff in the Navi 
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Jean Lupton 

5ŜǊōȅ /ŀƴŀƭ 
Do you enjoy exercising amongst nature?  

We would like your opinion on our plans to 

restore the Derby Canal at Draycott. We 

are hoping to restore a Ĳ mile section of 

canal between Derby Rd and Hopwell Rd. 

The path here is used quite a lot by local 

people so we thought it would be good to 

ask you what you think about it all. 

The Canal will stretch from Derby Road to 

Hopwell Road (known locally as the Golden Mile) and be rebuilt to canal 

standard for later adoption into the national canal network. Water from existing 

streams will provide a constant, but slow flow to keep the water clean for 

amenity use until other sections of the canal are built. Once restored the 

Draycott canal will have the following features; 

¶ A slipway to allow canoes and 

small boats to access the water. 

¶ Mooring points at each end. 

¶ Angling facilities. 

¶ A hard-standing car park at 

Hopwell Road end. 

¶ A re-laid foot/cycle path with a 

grass track for horse riders. 

We also plan to involve local school 

children, Guides, Brownies, Scouts, 

Cadets and any other young people 

who are interested in maintaining the 

site and helping to improve the habitats 

for wildlife by installing bird and bat 

boxes, sowing native wildflower seeds and eradicating invasive species such 

as Himalayan Balsam and Japanese Knotweed. 

Please complete a short survey by scanning this QR code or 

going to www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QGKVL39. 

For more information on the Draycott project and our other 

work visit our website: www.derbycanal.org.uk. 

 

The canal west of Hopwell Road 

Resident of the Draycott Canal 
Cottages enjoying the canal in the 

1920s 
Image by kind permission of the Darby 

Family 
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Contacts  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund   Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson  01332 872615 

   alesi4@sky.com  

 

 

Would you like your groupôs contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 7) 

  



 36 

 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

 Youth, Childrenôs and Community Worker 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Breaston Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Sarah Lester www.breastongala.org.uk 

   secretary@breastongala.org.uk 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Youth Caf® Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 
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