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tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

 

The Grotto Pond at Chatsworth 
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Thought for  the month  
 

As you read this we will be approaching Armistice Sunday. As we know, this 

year is a special commemoration as we mark the centennial of the guns falling 

silent on the battlefields of the Great War. Of course, it was not until June 1919 

that war officially ended with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. 

It is right and proper that we should remember those who have lost lives in the 

two World Wars and the subsequent conflicts. It is good to be able to give thanks 

for the great sacrifice they made, remembering that even Jesus said, óGreater 

love has no one than this: to lay down oneôs life for oneôs friends.ô It is in their 

sacrifice that we have many of the freedoms we celebrate today. I will be 

privileged on 11th of the 11th at 11 am to be standing with the people of Draycott 

as we gather at the war memorial to remember and give thanks and pray for a 

real and lasting peace as a true memorial for those who have died in conflict. 

Every year we gather to celebrate the sacrifice of these brave men. Yet week 

by week we seem to be reluctant to gather to celebrate an even greater sacrifice 

which ensured us an even greater freedom. I am, of course, thinking about the 

death of Jesus upon the cross. One man went to his death to rescue a whole 

human race. One man went to the cross in order that we might be freed from 

all our sin; all that separates from a full and loving relationship with our Father. 

One man went to the cross in order that we might know a peace in ourselves 

and in the world, which is far greater than anything we can imagine.  

The sad thing is that if the worldôs inhabitants took the sacrifice of Jesus more 

seriously we would be able to live in a war free World. 

Your Friend and minister, 

Colin Emerson, Minister, Draycott Methodist Church 

 
±ŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 

 

 

Greater love has no one than this: 

to lay down oneôs life for oneôs friends. 

(John 15:13) 
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{ǘƛƭƭ {ǇŀŎŜ 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Hidden Treasures  

As a child, I would perch precariously on the arm of the settee and stare at the 

massive encyclopaedias, tiny-print classics and battered Sunday School prizes 

in the old corner bookcase. Sometimes, when you opened one of these mighty 

tomes, out fell fragile flowers and leaves, carefully pressed by my mother 

between the yellowing pages. Although I often use a Kindle these days, thereôs 

nothing like opening up a well-loved book, for you never know what youôll 

discover slipped inside to mark the place. Treasured concert tickets, recipes or 

faded photographs revive tender memories, bringing the past to life.  

St. Teresa of Avila was a Spanish Carmelite nun, a famous spiritual writer and 

mystic. On her death in 1582, a poem was discovered, tucked inside her prayer 

book. We know it as St. Teresaôs Bookmark: 

Let nothing disturb you, 
Let nothing frighten you, 
All things are passing. 
God never changes. 
Patience obtains all things. 
Whoever has God lacks nothing. 
God is enough. 
 

These words seem to be a distillation of Teresaôs 

long years of personal struggle and hardship, torn as 

she was between the exciting Renaissance world around her and the powerful 

call of God, between her intense life of personal prayer and her tireless work 

renewing her Order, establishing religious houses and mentoring others. Her 

poem proclaims God as unchanging, providing all we need to get through each 

day, however disturbing our circumstances. Perhaps we fear the uncertainties 

of advancing age and ill health, being left alone and helpless, with insufficient 

resources to provide for those we love. We may be frustrated by family tensions 

or just feeling a little wobbly as we face challenges at work or college. Teresa 

says óGod is enoughô - Godôs grace is sufficient to see us through.  
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Was St. Teresaôs Bookmark written as a personal 

meditation or meant to be shared? Certainly, Teresa 

could never have guessed that a scrap of paper, hidden 

inside her prayer book, would continue to help and 

encourage people for centuries to come.  

So the next time you pick up an old book, treat it with 

respect and anticipation. Who knows what treasures 

you may find inside? 

by April McIntyre, St. Michaelôs Church, Breaston 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on 

behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by 

Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, Derby, 

DE72 3DX, or see details on page 33. 

400 copies are printed monthly (by Elson & Hall of Long Eaton) and are 

distributed around Breaston and Draycott and are available for purchase in local 

shops. 

/ƻǇȅ 5ŀȅ 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to 

be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will 

have to be held over. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
November has two main dates in it ï Bonfire Night and Remembrance Sunday. 

One commemorates the foiling of a plot to blow up Parliament; the other, the 

end of a dreadful conflict. The first celebrates the avoiding of great loss of life; 

the other remembers the sacrifice of thousands upon thousands who died on 

the battlefields of Europe. What contrasts! Yet we sometimes forget what 

privileged times we live in: anyone under 70 has never known this country to be 

involved in a major war. We carp and criticise about so-called ñfirst world 

problemsò (for example, not being able to park in the centre of the village), never 

realising that were it not for the sacrifice of others this would be only a flea bite! 

Jonathan Lupton 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston Village News  

 
We recently held our first open meeting for the new In Bloom year ahead. It was 

well attended and lots of new ideas were discussed and some new members 

signed up to the group. Our committee will now make some plans to cover the 

areas that we can improve upon for next yearôs entry. Although we were only 2 

marks off receiving a Gold award we obviously want to achieve as much as we 

possibly can in 2019. 

We have started our Winter planting this week. Although many of our displays 

are still quite colourful it is important to replant early enough so that plants can 

be well established before bad weather sets in. We are only replanting certain 

main areas for Winter because we need to budget for the year ahead and want 

to keep costs down where we can. This will mean that not only can we replant 

all our summer planters but we will also be able to do more. 

Our work parties are presently being held on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 

afternoons. Please look on our noticeboard in the village or on Facebook for 

details of where. Everyone is invited to come along and help, even if it is a one-

off. The way the group works is that anyone who signs up to be part of the group 

is included in all the messages and events, but it is totally up to them what they 

chose to get involved in and how often. Regular commitment is not necessary. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Julie Rowlinson 

07900 241 886, breastoninbloom@breaston.info 

send a message via our facebook page www.facebook.com/breastoninbloom/ 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
The Parish Council has been extremely busy over the past few weeks with 

safety inspections of Memorials being undertaken in both St Michaelôs 

churchyard and at the Cemetery. Over the coming weeks, the Clerk will contact 

plot owners to let them know the results of the inspections and what they need 

to do to make their plots safe. 

Other work being undertaken is the alterations to the entrances onto Duffield 

Close & Perks Recreation Ground to make the spaces accessible to those 

residents who use a disability scooter. Entrances to Duffield Close from Blind 

Lane, Wards Lane and Stevens Lane have been adjusted so that scooters can 

get on and off the close. The work on Perks is still ongoing as it is a little more 

complicated; additional new gates have been installed so that scooter users can 

mailto:breastoninbloom@breaston.info
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access the space, keys to the gates will be available from the Parish Rooms 

once the scheme is up and running and residents with mobility scooters who 

wish to utilise the scheme will be able to acquire a key for a small deposit. 

Further details will be circulated in due course. 

Upcoming events for your diary are the Standing in Line event in St Michaelôs 

church at 6:30 pm on the 2nd of November (tickets still available), the 

Remembrance Service at 10:45am on Sunday the 11th of November in the 

Memorial Garden and the Carol Concert & Lights Switch-On at 7pm on Friday 

the 7th of December at Duffield Close. We look forward to seeing you all there. 

!ƭŀƴ /Ǌƻǎōȅ мфнмςнлму 
A life of nearly 97 years cannot easily be confined within a small space like this. 

Alan was born on Christmas Day 1921. He was a bright lad and did well at 

school, interested in anything and everything, a gift that stayed with him for the 

rest of his life. He was a very active first 

class Boy Scout, and actually met the 

Chief Scout, Robert Baden-Powell ï 

refusing to wash his hands for a week 

afterwards! He often used to camp at 

Drum Hill near Little Eaton, and not 

always officially. On one occasion he and 

friends had to be rescued by the police 

when it snowed heavily. His father only 

discovered Alanôs absence when he 

came across a pillow stuffed in Alanôs 

bed! 

On leaving school, Alan joined the office 

of Allen and Farquhar, auctioneers and 

estate agents. This led him on to the 

Evaluation Office at the Inland Revenue, 

where he remained very happy. At the 

outbreak of the Second World War he joined the RAF where he became a 

Technical Instructor and Sergeant, serving most of his time in the Lincolnshire 

area. To the end of his life he never forgot his service number (nor his Mumôs 

Co-op number!). 

After the war, he returned to the Inland Revenue, and over many years held 

positions in Derby, Matlock, Loughborough, Leicester and for three years at 

headquarters in London. It was while in Matlock that he made his greatest find, 

in the rose garden in early 1960, when his eyes met those of a tall, slim and 

very attractive young lady ï his sort of girl. From day one he knew this was the 

girl he wanted to marry ï Kathleen, of course. It was love at first sight ï but she 

kept him waiting. They were both interested in classical music and joined the 
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Belper Musical Society together. They were married at St. Peters, Belper in 

1965. 

A year later they moved to Breaston where they remained all their married life, 

becoming well-known in the village. His hobbies were endless ï music, 

astronomy (he had wanted to be Astronomer Royal when he was a child), 

photography, making valve radios, and he was a cabinet-maker of renown ï he 

made the ministerôs chair and the choir music stand that are in St. Michaelôs 

Church. 

He spent about six months at the home of Sir Henry Royce helping with its 

restoration. He received a letter from Sir Henry thanking him for his cheerful 

presence, and rightly so ï Alanôs cheerful is known to us all. He was an asset 

to any committee or organisation; a keen member of the Probus club at 

Ockbrook and captain of Chilwell Manor Golf Club. He served faithfully for many 

years at St. Michaelôs, as churchwarden and secretary, where his measured 

gentle speech would calm any dispute. He was incredibly patient particularly 

with bureaucracy and would write letter after letter until an issue was sorted out. 

He had a deep faith and believed in practical Christianity: if anyone needed 

help, Alan would be there. He was at every event, even toward the end of his 

long life helping at Michaelôs plant stall at the May Day Gala. But of his many 

gifts there was one he treasured most ï his family, as husband to his beloved 

Katie, dad to Liz and Michael and granddad to Sam, Olivia and Darcy. He has 

left his imprint not only them but on all who were privileged to have known him. 

Taken from the eulogy given by Ruth Pechey at Alanôs funeral 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ ²ΦLΦ bŜǿǎ 
As part of the WI Sports Week, our 

September meeting took the theme 

of ñFun, Fitness and Friendshipò. 

Nicole and Rachel gave us an 

inspiring overview of the Walking 

Netball Programme which is linked 

to Sport England. The programme 

aims to combine Fitness with Social 

aspects. Many of us signed up to 

participate in the forthcoming sessions.  

On the evening following our meeting, 13 ladies, taking advantage of the lovely 

warm weather met on Breaston Park at 6 pm for a game of Rounders. Some 

had not played for several years but were up for the challenge. Two teams 

quickly formed and Julie explained the rules. One catch and the whole team out 

was met with a gasp!! It was amazing how we all joined in, catching, getting 

rounders, encouraging each other and having fun! Age was definitely not a 
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factor, whether you were 50 or 80 we all thoroughly enjoyed it with much 

laughter. The light was fading so we ended on 12 rounders to 6. 

We all enjoyed it so much we have set a date next Spring to have another go. 

Another great experience with the WI. 

Julie Phillips and Shirley Walker -  on behalf of Breaston WI 

Upcoming events:  

3rd November ï Breaston WI Annual Coffee Morning ï See you there! 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ CƭƻǿŜǊ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 
Rachel Pooleõs ôForage, Weave, Createõ  

Rachelôs demonstration at Breaston Flower 

Circle was as inspirational as it was 

entertaining. The use of stripped willow to 

weave and create natural structures 

provided clean lines, harmony and stability 

for beautiful arrangements. 

Rachel cleverly twisted repurposed wood 

and twigs into a variety of shapes which 

perfectly highlighted her choice of flowers 

and foliage, the latter being foraged from the wayside! 

Various types and colours of Lily, Leucadendron, Anastasia Chrysanthemums 

and Roses all made an appearance. 

In her óRoadside Vergeô, Delphiniums, Poppy heads and green Anthuriums 

stood proudly and vertically in a horizontal line to create a restful arrangement 

óby the side of the road.ô Dotted here and there were Alchemilla Mollis, (common 

name Ladies Mantle,) and blue Verbascum, all nestling on a bed of purple and 

green cabbages. Moluccella (or Bells of Ireland as they are known) and Bear 

Grass created flow and several deep pink Roses added statement. 

An exquisitely woven frame provided a backdrop for a series of yellow Lilies 

cascading down into a bed of cabbages interspersed with spiky foliage. 

An evening of professional and original flower arranging accompanied by comic 

banter. What more could you wish for! 

Elaine Bainbridge 

Next meetings  

Meetings are normally held at 7:30 pm in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall 

on Blind Lane. Plus 27th November 7.30pm Lee Berrill, óAll that Glittersô, at, 

Duchess Theatre, Long Eaton, admission by ticket only 
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/ƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Menõs Danger Club 

The East Midlands Aero Park due to its exciting role in defending our country 

was an ideal event for us. They have a wide variety of planes, each having an 

important role in our islandôs history.  

The Vickers VC10 which came to 

them in 2013 but only the front part! 

The seats face the rear and not 

forward facing as in commercial 

aircraft. Landing troops in a war 

situation had to be immediate and as 

landings were not as gentle as 

holiday flights with the need land 

quickly and to come to a halt as soon 

as possible the rear-facing seats avoided whiplash. Carrying 130-140 

squaddies, ready for combat, no alcohol was allowed. It was used as a military 

aircraft to the Falklands and the Middle East. It was then used for refuelling 

other aircraft, so the seats were removed and three large tanks installed. If the 

onboard navigation failed the navigator could push a sextant through a sealed 

hole in the roof and guide the aircraft via the stars!  

The hangers contain the workshops, repairing, renewing and painting all aircraft 

to restore them and enable us to see them as they should be. There is also a 

flight simulator for anyone to try their hand at. Inside the hanger is a Wessex 

RAF Rescue helicopter which still has all the original equipment it used for 

rescues.  

Before DHL came, the Argosy was the aircraft to collect and deliver. In early 

Spring it would take off at 4.30a.m., fly to Jersey, collect the daffodils and 

tomatoes and return to East Midlands Airport for them to be sold in Marks and 

Spencerôs the same day. 

Finally, the Nimrod ï the spy plane, launched in 1971 to spy on the Russians 

and later the Middle East. There were only 3İ built. The one at the Aeropark is 

the only one which is complete. The fuselage had 24 operators on computers 

listening to conversations, blips and communications from other countries as it 

covertly flew in the civilian air flight paths to disguise its military purpose. The 

planeôs tour of duty would be from 8ï11 hours with those fluent in Russian, 

Arabic etc, depending on the óenemyô at the time, listening in to many 

conversations. The aircrew were not allowed to see the operatives at work so if 

they needed to go to the toilet which was situated at the rear of the plane they 

had to be blindfolded and led to the loo! It is said that they tracked Saddam 



 13 

 

Hussainôs mobile and passed his position on to enable the RAF to attack his 

position. 

One Nimrod, due to difficulties, had to land in the Moray Firth. Due to secrecy, 

this was soon recovered and the components of the fourth one under 

construction used to repair and renew it. So thatôs the reason for 3İ aircraft! 

Each plane at the Aeropark has its own group of ñguardiansò dedicated to 

restoring and keep it in top class condition. 

It was a fascinating evening with a multitude of interesting facts and the wow 

factor of sitting in these iconic planes. We spent two hours but there are so 

many other planes to see and hear about ï and thereôs a cafe if you need a 

break when you visit.  

Our thanks to Colin and all those who gave us insight into the planes of 

Yesteryear. As they talked to us we felt their enthusiasm and love to keep these 

planes for present and future generations.  

Please contact John (874417, john.judy184@btinternet.com) or Adrian 

(adrianyoung@hotmail.com) for details of the programme for the Danger Club. 

Trent & Erewash Embroiderersõ Guild 

The Guild meets on the third Saturday of the month in St. Michael's Church Hall, 

Breaston. The next meeting will be held on Saturday 17th November, starting 

at 1.45pm. There will be a demonstration by Dorothy Griffin on Tenerife Lace, 

then an opportunity to make a small snowflake. All materials provided but 

please bring a 6-inch embroidery hoop if possible. New members and visitors 

are always welcome, phone 0115 9723203 for further details or just come along 

The Falls Clinic  

Mondays 11:00 am for about one hour in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall. 

The cost is Ã3.50 per week. Contact Jo on 07794 157 766 for more information 

Breaston Evergreen Club  

Tuesdays 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall for the 

over 60s held, Blind Lane. Call club secretary Malcolm on 0115 946 1430 or 

07754 409 443 for further information. 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club  

Lunch Club is held on alternate Fridays: dates for November are the 9th (meal 

out at Eaton Farm as there is an art exhibition at the Methodist Hall), and 23rd 

in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall as usual. 

Can you help to convey participants to and from the Lunch Club? Please contact 

Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can help. 

 

mailto:adrianyoung@hotmail.com
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Draycott Village News  

±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ¢Ŝŀ wƻƻƳǎ 
Once again the Victoria Vintage Tea 

Rooms in Draycott were finalists in a 

prestigious catering industry 

competition.  

This is the fourth time the charming 

tea room was shortlisted in the East 

Midlands Caf®/Bistro of the Year 

category of the Food Awards 

England - an award which it actually 

won in 2015. 

Voted for by the public, the Food 

Awards are designed to recognise 

the efforts of restaurants, pubs, 

takeaways, hotels, cafes and bistros 

in England to provide exceptional standards of food and service. 

The winners of this yearôs awards were announced on the 15th of October. 

While on this occasion the Victoria Vintage Tea Rooms failed to win an award, 

the cafe is to be congratulated on once again making it into the finals of this 

competition, a most worthy achievement.  

The cosy Victoria Vintage Tea Rooms in Victoria Road, Draycott, boasts a 

delightfully charming bygones d®cor and in the last four years has built up an 

enviable reputation for reasonably priced delicious home-made food. ñInsanely 

good,ò is how one satisfied customer has described it on social media. 

¢Ŝŀ ǿƛǘƘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
óTea with friendsô meet on the second and fourth Mondays of the month at St. 

Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott, 2ï4 pm for tea, coffee, cakes, presentations, 

quizzes and of course, bingo. All are welcome. Just Ã2 per person. Future 

events are: 

Monday 12th Nov  @ St Maryôs Church Hall 

Monday 26th Nov  @ The Methodist Church Hall, Market Street, 

Draycott 

Monday 10th Dec  @ St Maryôs Church Hall - Christmas Party! 

For enquiries, contact Jane Brown via phone (01332875445) or email to 

janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk. 

mailto:janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk
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5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ CǳƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ tŀƎŜ 
Search for ñDraycott Village Fundò on Facebook. Here is a selection of what 

people are sayingé 

¶ Christmas Trees If youôve got a bracket on the side of your property, pop 

into one of our DVF hubs to see Gary at Dundas Butchers or Emma at 

Emma May.... fill in a quick form and pay Ã20. Leave the rest to us - itôll 

be put up at the end of November by our team of volunteers. Need a 

bracket or lights too? No problem - all on the form too. You need to do 

this before 9th November. 

¶ DVF Jumble Sale is on 17th November ï see page 29. 

¶ Police: the police Safe Neighbourhood Team have their own facebook 

page now. Simply search for ñBorrowash SNTò on facebook ï the team 

covers Borrowash, Ockbrook, Risley, Draycott and Breaston. 

¶ The Intuitive/Improvised Singing Circle meets in the Elephant Rooms 

in South Street (where the acoustics are amazing!) and just sing what 

they fancy, or just make sounds simply using our voices and see what 

nice harmonies we can make. Ã3 in advance or Ã5 on the night. 07752 

322 155 for further details. 

¶ Tombola prizes are sought for the DVF stall at the Dickensian Fair 

(which is on 4th December). They are looking for bottles of alcoholic or 

non-alcoholic drink that are unopened and in date, and bottle bags for our 

adult tombola, and bags of sweets or chocolates and gift bags for our 

children's tombola. You can leave the prizes at the DVF Hubs (Gary 

Dundasô Butchers or Mark Gilliver at the Coach and Horses). 

DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Draycott Writers' Group  

The Draycott Writers' Group is a small group set up by local author Angela 

Garry. The group meets twice a month, on the first and third Tuesdays, from 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm ï we've recently moved from our previous venue and are 

based in the Coach and Horses pub in Draycott for the autumn and winter.  

We are an informal group, no rules, no regulations, no age restrictions, no fees 

for being a member ï we meet to share and discuss our writing, and set each 

other "homework" tasks to do between meets. Topics for discussion include 

favourite books or whatever we're currently reading or inspired by, books from 

the past, film and book tie-ins, poetry, prose, children's stories, adult stories, 

memoirs and reminiscences ï anything really to do with writing and reading. 

Bring a notebook and a pen, and any of your previous writings, or something 

written by someone else which inspires you. All new members will be very 
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welcome: we promise to be gentle with you, and we don't bite. When you arrive 

at the Coach and Horses, just look for the woman with the pink hair! 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ²ΦLΦ 

 

Our Institute members have been very busy this year. We had great success 

with our entries to the Derbyshire County Show. Our new banner was proudly 

on display at the Draycott Picnic in the Park and we are equally delighted that 

we were able to produce our own small garden for Draycott in Bloom. 

Our next meeting (November 15th) will be our Annual Meeting and we look 

forward to our Christmas Party on 13th December. 

The Draycott & Wilne WI meets on the third Thursday of each month in the 

Methodist Church Hall, Market Street at 7.30pm. We would love to see any 

ladies at any of our meetings. Our first meeting in January will be a Well-Being 

experience - probably a good idea after Christmas - by staff from the Elephant 

Rooms. Put the date in your diary. 

Contact us at draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com 

²ŀƴǘŜŘΧ 
Have you got an item of interest for the magazine? Do let us know! If you like, 

you can simply tell us the details, and weôll write the article for you. Do you write 

poetry or short stories (preferably relevant to the area)? We could publish your 

mailto:draycottandwilnewi@hotmail.com
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work in the magazine. Are you a photographer? Your picture could be the ñphoto 

of the monthò. Contact details are on page 7. 
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Church News  

wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
St. Michael õs, Breaston  

Every Sunday  8:45 am Holy Communion 

  10:15 am Celebration Service 

  (2nd Sunday: All-Age) 

2nd & 4th Sundays 6:30 pm Evensong 

Every Wednesday  10:00 am Prayer Meeting 

2:30 pmï 3:30 pm Church open 

Every Saturday  10:30 amïNoon Church open 

Every Thursday  9:30 am Holy Communion 

1st Sunday  7:00 pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer Focus 

(see below) 

1st Tuesday  7:30 pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15 pm Julian Meeting in The Well at Anderson's, 

Blind Lane. 

St. Maryõs, Draycott & St. Chadõs, Church Wilne 

1st Sunday  10:30 am United Service at Draycott Methodists 

2nd Sunday  10:30 am Family Communion 

3rd Sunday  10:30 am All-Age Worship 

4th Sunday  10:30 am Holy Communion 

1st & 3rd Sundays  6:30 pm Evensong (at Wilne during summer time) 

1st Saturday  10ï11:30 am Coffee Morning in the Church Hall 

Breaston Methodist Church  

Every Sunday  10:30 am Morning service 

1st Sunday  7:00 pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer Focus 

(see below) 

3rd Sunday  6:00 pm Prayers 

Draycott Methodist Church  

1st Sunday  10:30 United Service  

2nd Sunday  10:30 Caf® Service (see below) 

3rd Sunday  10:30 All-Age Worship at St. Maryôs  

4th Sunday  10:30 Morning Service 

5th Sunday  10:30 Caf® Service (see below) 

Every Sunday  6:00 Evening Service 

2nd Monday  3:30ï5:30 pm Messy Church 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ tǊŀȅŜǊ CƻŎǳǎ 
A "Churches Together" time of informal worship and prayer with a specific 

theme. These meetings take place on the first Sunday of the month alternating 

between St. Michael's Church Hall and Breaston Methodist church. Novemberôs 

focus (in St. Michaelôs Church Hall) is on Worship. 

CǊƻƳ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Craft Fair  17th  November  

This is the day for our annual Craft Market when you can make a start on your 

Christmas shopping. There will be a Tombola, various stalls and homemade 

cakes. Also available will be refreshments and light lunches. The event will 

begin at 10.30am and will finish at 3.pm. 

Table Talk  

On the fourth Thursday afternoon of the month, a small number of our members 

have been meeting to 'play' Table Talk. This is similar to Trivial Pursuits in that 

a card is taken from the top of a pack. However, it is not an intelligence test! On 

the card is a statement which is then discussed, and each person expresses 

his or her opinion ï for or against and reasons for their view(s). It is most 

enjoyable and produces a considerable amount of laughter! The next one is on 

23rd November and starts at 2:00 pm in the chapel, lasting for an hour. 

aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ DǳƛƭŘǎ 
The Wesley Guild, Breaston  

We hold our meetings in the Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane, on a Thursday 

evening each week. We begin at 7:30 pm and end around 9:15ï 9:30 pm. This 

yearôs sessions run until 25th April 2019 (our annual dinner). 

The Guild meetings are not just for church members, we welcome anyone from 

the local community that would like to join us. We have a varied selection of 

speakers, musicians, illustrated talks, quizzes etc., and always end the evening 

with tea/coffee and biscuits. Do come along and join us and spend an 

interesting time each week and, maybe, make new friendships. 

Nancy Plummer, Guild General Secretary 

The Draycott Guild  

We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 

7.30pm. Membership is Ã8 for sessions from September to December inclusive. 

Give us a try! Speakers for November are: 

Wed 7th November: Moonhare American Tribal-Style Belly Dancers 

Sandra Freeman and her dancers will also give a talk on the history and 

background of this form of dancing and an opportunity to try it for ourselves. 
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Wed 21st November: 'My Derbyshire Ramblings' 

A talk by Ashley Franklin (from Derbyshire Life magazine) 

Please come and join us. You will receive a warm welcome 

Draycott Churches Together Praying for Draycott  

Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all. If you have 

a concern for all the people who live or work in Draycott then you are welcome 

to join us at any time between 12.00 ï 1.00 p.m. We know that some people 

attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday November 28th at St Maryôs Church. Join 

us if you can! 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 
Draycott Methodist Café Service  

No Caf® church this month due to the Remembrance service. 

Anniversary Services Sunday  Nov  25th  10:30 am & 6 :00 pm  

We are delighted to be welcoming back Rev Michael and Rowena Webster who 

will be leading both of these services. Michael was our minister from the 1990s 

up to 2006 when he retired to his native Yorkshire. We know old friends will 

want to come and hear their message. Everyone welcome. 

 

 

The living wall and Lewis Vere's poem outside Draycott Methodist Church 
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Children and Youth  
 
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with 

an adult. Come and join us for crafts, fun, food 

and worship! Organised by Draycott Churches 

Together, we meet in Draycott Methodist 

Church, on the corner of Market Street & 

Derwent Street, on the 2nd Monday of each 

month from 3:30 ï 5:30 pm. 

Next meeting is November 12th from 3.30 ï 5.30 P.M.  

Activities on the theme óREMEMBRANCEô 

For further information speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary 

Murden (01332 873388) 

{ŎƻǳǘǎΣ DǳƛŘŜǎΣ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ϧ wŀƛƴōƻǿǎ 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall 

on Mondays - For more information contact Brown 

Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. Contact 

Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15 pm in St Maryôs during 

term time. Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register 

online. 

1st Breaston Scout Group, Scout Hut on Blind Lane  

Beavers, aged 6 and 7, meet on a Thursday; Cubs, aged 8 to 10İ, meet on a 

Wednesday; Scouts, aged 10İ to 14, meet on a Monday. Helpers are always 

welcome ï Contact Angela Clarke on 07812 726988. 

!ƭƛǾŜΗ 
Alive! is our monthly service designed and led by the 

youth with lively worship, guest speakers. You only 

have to be young at heart to come along!  

First Saturday of the month in the St. Michaelôs Church 

Hall at 7 pm 

 

 



 22 

 

9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall 

every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00 pm for children in school years 

3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. 

All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team at the end of each half 

term with the most points, win prizes for all its members. 

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25 pm and 

collect the children and then walk them back to the church hall. Parents simply 

come to the church hall at 5:00 pm to pick up their children. 

If you know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, please 

email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form. 

 

Youth Caf® 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in the 

summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Both sessions run from 7ï8:30 pm. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the 

children can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the 

church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

 

 

Breaston Sunbeams Baby and 

Toddler Group meets on Mondays in 

term time 10:30-11:30 am in Breaston 

Methodist Church. Contact Annie Noble 

on 07595 351 582. 

Why not come and join Draycott Sunbeams on Wednesday mornings 10:30-

11:30 am (term time). at St Maryôs Hall, Draycott, sensory play, songs and 

stories, refreshments, free play, time to chat. For more information contact Ruth 

Pechey: 0115 972 6321 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com


 23 

 

Articles  

DƻƛƴƎ wƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ŜƴŘ 
We are going to crash!ò I thought as the car came speeding towards me. Iôd 

been driving along Wilne Road after visiting the nature reserve at St Chadôs 

Church when I encountered a demon driver hurtling out of a tight bend near 

Draycott. 

Fortunately, having been warned that speeding drivers often made this road 

unsafe, I had been slowing to an extremely cautious 15 mph when approaching 

the many blind bends, and so managed narrowly to avoid a head-on collision 

by pulling onto the verge. 

What amazes me is that the speed limit 

on this road, in many parts a narrow 

single lane carriageway, in some parts 

just 10ft 3in wide, is 60 mph. Thatôs just 

10 mph less than on a motorway. Surely 

far too fast for safety on a twisty rural road 

thatôs this frequently used by vulnerable 

people like ramblers, cyclists and horse 

rider, as well as car drivers, especially as 

there is no footpath or pavement. 

Furthermore, the potential for an accident along here, in my opinion, increases 

considerably at the end of the working day, when the many workers from the 

Chemring factory, stream out onto the road. 

Brake, the road safety charity, says more than half (51%) of fatal crashes in 

Britain occur on country roads. It adds that per mile travelled, country roads are 

the most dangerous roads for all kinds of road user. 

According to Brake, comparing a country road with an urban road: 

¶ Car occupants are twice as likely to be killed; 

¶ Motorcyclists are more than twice as likely to be; 

¶ Cyclists are almost three times more likely to be. 

Information provided by Derbyshire Constabulary reveals that in the year to July 

2018 there have been seven reported injury collisions for the full stretch of the 

road. And while a speed survey was carried out in 2016 for this location, so far, 

no changes to the speed limit or safety measures have been proposed by the 

local authority. 

Worryingly, a Brake and Digby Brown survey in 2014 found that one in three 

drivers (33%) admit to driving too fast for safety on country roads, and four in 

10 (37%) people have had a near-miss on country roads, while driving, walking 

Wilne Road (leaving Draycott 
village) 
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or cycling, while seven in 10 (72%) support slower speed limits (50, 40 or 

30mph) on country roads. 

Following my alarming experience with the kamikaze driver, 

itôs my firm belief that 60mph is not a safe speed to travel on 

this road and needs to be restricted to 30mph and down to 

20mph on the tight bends. There are roads that are 

designated ñQuiet Lanesò ï perhaps Wilne Road should 

become one? 

What do you think? If you have any strong feelings about the subject let us 

know. You could also report your concern the Derby and Derbyshire Road 

Safety Partnership (contact: Casualty Reduction and Road Safety Policy, Matt 

Pickard, matt.pickard@derbyshire.gov.uk). 

Our Draycott correspondent 

±ƛǎƛƻƴΣ ²Ƙŀǘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΚ 
'Good morning, shoppers and welcome to the store, 

We've everything you need for Christmas and a little bit more!' 

 It's Advent, Lord: where are YOU? 
 

'Let's look at our line-up of seasonal viewing: 

We've murder and war films ï just some that we're doing!' 

 For Christmas, Lord, can this be true?ò 
 

'Buy what you like, let your plastic pay ï 

Don't let financial worries keep your spending at bay!' 

 Lord, I KNOW that's a fable! 
 

'Book now for the Panto, it's Aladdin this year, 

Don't miss your chance to boo and to cheer!' 

 Lord, there's no sign of a stable. 
 

'Come to our carols and Nativity Play; 

And think of the theme of that first Christmas Day'. 

 At last, Lord! They did remember! 
 

As for me, I will peep behind those familiar scenes 

To seek visions of Christmas and all that it means. 

 Lord, that's my task this December! 
 

From ñVisions of Christmasò (Norheimsund Books) 

Submitted by Thelma Mortimer 
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The Village Singers of Breaston  
performed a wide variety of songs on Thursday 4th October to the residents of 

the Willowcroft Nursing 

Home in Spondon. 

There were many 

favourites which 

included As long as I 

have music, Moon 

River, Somewhere 

over the Rainbow, 

some Broadway 

Classics along with 

several lesser-known 

songs. 

The finale included "You Raise Me Up" and Abba's "Thank you for the Music" 

The singers were conducted by Trevor Graham with support from pianist Trevor 

Hides. The Village Singers will be at the Friends of St Chads evening at the 

Church Wilne, Christmas event on Saturday 8th December starting at 7.30pm. 

 

 

¢ƘŜ .Ŝŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
 

It is so wonderful to be 

Part of a caring community. 

Itôs lovely to know you really matter 

When people stop to have a natter 

 

Itôs great to have pride in where we live 

Not just to take, but willing to give; 

To see our villages kept tidy and clean 

With litter hardly ever seen. 

 

Joining together makes us strong, 

Ready to help if things go wrong. 

So letôs try hard to do our best 

To make our villages truly blessed. 

 

   Daisy May 
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Events  

CƻƻŘ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀŘƭŜȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
Earlier this year my 

family and I collected 

over 400 items of 

food/toiletries, 8 bags 

of clothes and 6 

sleeping bags for the 

Padley Homeless 

Centre, from kind 

donations from the 

local area ï mostly 

residents of Breaston 

and Draycott.  

At the time, we 

promised we would do 

this again later in the 

year, and now we have 

a date ï Sunday 25th 

November, 11 amï1 

pm. Again, I will be with 

my van on The Green 

in Breaston, opposite 

the Co-op, taking 

donations for the 

Padley Homeless 

Centre.  

The Padley Centre, a 

homeless centre and hostel in Derby City Centre, serves over 21,000 meals per 

year, open 365 days, and operates a 12-room hostel. It will soon be winter, so 

warm hats, socks, gloves, blankets and sleeping bags would be very welcome, 

along with donations of non-perishable foods and toiletries. 

Please bring your box/bags to us here. If any community groups would like to 

do a collection but are unable to drop off, please let me know and I can collect. 

You can contact me either on facebook or via phone. 

Thanks, Dean Keeling 
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{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ƛƴŜ 
Presented by Lester Simpson & Blaize 

Written by Lester Simpson & Piet Chielans 

Standing in Line is the story of the Great War, but specifically about Albert 

Scrimshaw, Lester Simpsonôs great uncle, who died at Passchendaele. 

Originally commissioned by óPeace Concerts Passchendaeleô it was premi¯red 

in Passchendaele Church in Belgium. 

The performance is centred around Lesterôs songs although it includes songs 

from the time. The narration includes poems of Wilfred Owen, Siegfried 

Sassoon and Rudyard Kipling. The performance is accompanied by a series of 

projected images. 

Albert 

Scrimshaw was born in 1885 in Eastwell, Leicestershire. He worked as a butler 

near Oxford and married a girl from Windley, Derbyshire. He joined the ñOx and 

Bucksò regiment and marched off to war, never to return. His widow Annie lived 

in Duffield, Derbyshire until her death in the 1970ôs. 

The performance has 2 acts of about 45 minutes each. There is an interval. 

This is a professional production not to be missed. It does not glorify war; it is 

about the futility of war ï ñstanding in lineò is what most soldiers did, punctuated 

by moments of horror and fear. Please note that ticket numbers are limited, and 

more than half of them have been sold already. 

The production is supported by the fabulous and talented Lily Taylor Ward. Lily 

is a classically trained soprano who also sings the old wartime songs. 

Some audience comments : 

¶ óIt was absolutely excellent - very moving, brilliant music. Excellent 

presentation.ô 

¶ óAbsolutely fantastic. Great guys. Great performance.ô 

¶ óWhat an incredibly moving, well-performed tribute. Thank you so much.ô 
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.ŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ƻǳƴŘ aƛƴŘ 
The ever-popular Arcade 

Players return to the stage, for 

their 81st season, on the 7th 

November for what promises to 

be a spooky mystery thriller. 

Showing as the second of three 

dramatic productions appearing 

at Long Eatonôs Duchess 

Theatre over the Halloween 

season, óBeing of Sound Mindô 

tells the story of Edward 

Goodchildôs unusual request in 

his last will and testament. 

Avaricious siblings, Stephen 

and Penelope cannot wait to 

get their hands on Uncle 

Edwardôs millions and are 

rather put out at having to abide 

by certain conditions to ensure 

they receive their inheritance. 

Many rumours surround the 

final night of the late Eleanor 

Goodchild, wife to Edward, who 

fell to her death from the balcony in their bedroom some 25 years prior and is 

rumoured to haunt the house to this day. Rebecca Lockhart, sister to Eleanor, 

has been estranged from her brother-in-law for many years and seeks answers 

as to her siblingôs untimely demise. 

Marshall, the ever-faithful servant to this large estate, has seen many things but 

kept a great many confidences. Will this be the night when the family gets the 

answers to their questions and will they all be able to fulfil the conditions of the 

will to receive their inheritance? 

Tickets are available by calling 01332 875350 or in person every Saturday 

morning prior to the show, during the coffee morning, from the Duchess Theatre 

box office, Long Eaton, between 10 am and 12 pm. 

Performed by an ensemble cast of seven members, this edge-of-the-seat, 

ghostly thriller is bound to chill you and keep you guessing right until the very 

end. Showing from 7 ï 10 November, with tickets starting at Ã6 for concessions 

and Ã7 for standard seats, the Arcade Players continue to offer excellent value 

for money with high-quality drama for all the family. 
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Contacts  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund   Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson  01332 872615 

   alesi4@sky.com  

 

 

Would you like your groupôs contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 7) 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

 Youth, Childrenôs and Community Worker 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Breaston Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Sarah Lester www.breastongala.org.uk 

   secretary@breastongala.org.uk 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Youth Caf® Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 
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