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tƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

This strange, sad-looking creature was seen lurking in a eucalyptus treeé 



 5 

 

Thought for  the month  
Have you basked in the summer heatwave or has it had the opposite effect 

upon you? Certainly, this year the weather seems to have divided the nation. 

Some will have enjoyed the prospect of wall-to-wall sunshine on their seaside 

holidays, while others like my neighbours were to return early from their walking 

holidayðit was simply too hot to be active for long. 

Of one thing we can be certain; it has been different! We have all had to adjust 

to brown lawns, half-hearted bedding plants, and on a more serious scaleð

moorland fires, and worrying situations for the farming community, whose very 

livelihoods have in some cases been threatened. 

Like many aspects of life, we didnôt realise how much we missed the rain until 

there wasnôt any. 

And yet through all this dry summer, we know that the situation will not last 

forever. Rain will come again, the temperatures will fall, the days will shorten, 

and the nights become cold. This is the cycle of the seasons in this countryð

But not throughout the world. Many places have to endure drought and famine 

as their seemingly endless cycle. Mankind, as we know, is often to blame for 

some of this, through global warming, greenhouse gases, loss of rainforests, 

because we do not look after the world as we should. These major global 

concerns are matters for international governments, but we as individuals also 

have our part to play. 

September often marks Harvest Festival season, or Harvest Thanksgiving as it 

should perhaps really be called. Christians are called to remember that 

whenever Jesus sat down to eat, He always gave thanks to God first, a reminder 

that the presence of good food and good growing conditions are not something 

which we should take for granted, and never think about.  

All Christians are charged to try and improve the lot of others in this world. 

Perhaps at this time of harvest we could ask ourselves if we could do more to 

support those organisations, both local and international, trying to redress the 

balance in some measure. That would be a sincere ñthank youò to the world and 

to God for all that we enjoy. More than that, we ourselves in some small way 

can become channels of Godôs love and power in the world around us. 

Ruth Pechey Reader Wilne with Draycott and Breaston. 

±ŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 

As long as the earth endures, 

seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night will never cease. 

(Genesis 8:22) 
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{ǘƛƭƭ {ǇŀŎŜ 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Sad Plants  

God spoke to me in the potting shed one summerôs afternoon, as the sparrows 

chirped lazily in the hedge.   

Weôd just been down to B&Q where Iôd left my 

husband browsing round the tools while I sought 

consolation in the garden centre. I was in luck. They 

were selling off strips of straggly herbs and 

vegetables at a bargain price. I love herbs: their 

versatility, resilience, their humble wholesomeness. 

My husband, surveying my purchases, said I just 

liked rescuing ósad plantsô. 

That afternoon, I teased out each plant from the 

overgrown strips, pruning, removing faded leaves, re-potting, relishing the 

bruised fragrance of basil, parsley and celery.  Time was ticking by but I was 

enjoying myself. Then, quietly, God spoke. 

ñWhat are you doing?ò he said. 

 I told him about my ósad plantsô and how I was giving them a new lease of life. 

Iôm sure he knew this already. 

ñSo, youôre wasting time on imperfect plants?ò 

I looked at the rows of bright, little pots, seeing a thousand visions of culinary 

and horticultural potential.  

ñThey may not be perfect but they are special,ò I said. ñSpecial to me, anyway.ò 

ñPerhaps now you can see how I feel about my ósad plantsô?ò said God, ñand 

how I care for you?ò  

As the sun filtered through the old dust and cobwebs on the shed windows, I 

felt rather warm inside. It struck me that perhaps God enjoys spending time with 
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me even though there are countless people more confident and competent. 

Could I be special to him? 

I finished the last of the parsley and tidied up in silence. I wonôt forget this God 

who comes and reveals his love so simply, in a shed. 

April McIntyre, Reader, St. Michaelôs Church, Breaston 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on 

behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by 

Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, Derby, 

DE72 3DX, or see details on page 32. 

400 copies are printed monthly (by Elson & Hall of Long Eaton) and are 

distributed around Breaston and Draycott, and are available for purchase in 

local shops. 

/ƻǇȅ 5ŀȅ 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to 

be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will 

have to be held over. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
19th September is the day when the fingernails of our two teams of Bloomers 

will be down to the quick rather than full of soil, as thatôs the day when the results 

of In Bloom are announced at the awards ceremony being held at Newark 

Showground. Will Draycott retain their Gold? Can Breaston improve on last 

yearôs Silver? The tension is unbearable, but weôll just have to wait and see! 

Thereôs a bit more about Breaston in Bloom on page 8 

On the horticultural theme, the Breaston Bloomers have been working with the 

Scouts to improve a bit of waste ground on Blind Lane. We feature the Scoutsô 

leader particular Angela Clarke on page 22. Hers is a story of dedicated service 

in the community done by someone who will probably be embarrassed by the 

publicity, which to my way of thinking is a sign of real dedication! 

And even more on the horticultural theme, Heather Taylor has some good tips 

on dealing with the aftermath of the drought ï see page 24. 

Jonathan Lupton 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston Village News  

 
Results day is nearly here: on Wednesday 19th September at Newark we will 

be standing in line awaiting the good or bad news! Our fingers and toes are all 

crossed for an improved score and a Silver Gilt award. We certainly couldn't 

have put more effort in than we did, and we have done much more than last 

year. 

Just to remind you that entering In Bloom isn't just about flowers- this is some 

of the other things we have tackled over the year. 

¶ A joint litter pick around the village 

¶ A quiz night 

¶ Our first Plant Pot Trail 

¶ An information stall at the May Day Gala 

¶ A living willow tunnel 

¶ Turning and repainting the Duffield Close sign 

¶ Moved a dog poo bin 

¶ A ñmake a plant pot characterò night at the Youth Caf® 

¶ Applied for and received several grants 

¶ Help clear a neglected spot on Blind Lane. 

We will soon be planning our next year's activities. We need lots of new ideas 

and still need more helpers of course! Look at our new noticeboard in the Green 

to see when our meetings are and what we are up to and please get in touch if 

you are interested. 

Julie Rowlinson 

07900 241 886, breastoninbloom@breaston.info 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǊǳƳ 
Pumpkin Party 2018  

The Pumpkin Party will be held as usual on Duffield Close, on Saturday 27th 

October. 

If you would like to be involved in helping, or have ideas to make the event even 

better, we would love to see you at The Chequers on Tuesday 11th September 

at 7 pm for our get-together. Contact Julie Rowlinson (see Breaston in Bloom 

above) for further details. 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ ²ΦLΦ bŜǿǎ 
During early July many of us enjoyed a very exciting excursion to Halfpenny 

Green Vineyards. Wine tasting, a cream tea and shopping: what more could we 

ask for! A great day out was had by all. 

July 16th was our final meeting before the summer break. We were visited by 

The Feel Alive Drama Group for LLDD Adults (ñLLDDò means ñLearner with 

Learning Difficulties or Disabilitiesò) They gave us some very clever and 

entertaining sketches along with some beautiful singing. The Group were given 

a Ã30 donation from our fund. 

Linda Jenkins of LJ Hanbury Ltd came in and gave us a brief, useful talk on Tax 

Rebates and Allowances.  

Finally, our ñsurpriseò and welcome visitor was Councillor Kevin Miller who 

presented us with a cheque for Ã200  from the Erewash Community Fund. 

Our meetings resume in September.  

Upcoming events : 

19th October ï Quiz and Supper Night - EVGC 

20th October - Derbyshire Autumn Federation Meeting ï Trent College  

Shirley Walker ï On behalf of Breaston WI 

  

Back in July, Councillor 

Kevin Miller of Breaston 

was invited to spend the 

afternoon with Breaston 

Belles in Breaston Scout 

Hut. 

He had a fabulous afternoon with the 

glamorous belles all in their 

fascinators and lovey hats. 

Glynis Stafford, who was Kevin's 

hostess for the meeting, nearly had 

her hat blown off when Kevin 

presented them with a surprise 

cheque for Ã200 from Erewash 

Borough Council Community Grant 

Fund. 

 

Cllr Miller presents a cheque to 
President Glynnis Stafford 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ CƭƻǿŜǊ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 
The stage at the Duchess Theatre in Long Eaton was filled with the best of 

British Flowers at our clubôs Open Demonstration by Jonathan Moseley on July 

27th. 

The theme was óGrow, Cut and Arrange.ô 

We saw for ourselves why Jonathan truly 

was an ambassador for British Flowers. 

In the current heatwave, we marvelled at 

how well he met the challenge of 

arranging flowers and foliage grown in his 

own cottage garden.  

Many of his urns, troughs and barrels 

were made from galvanised steel. The 

bland grey was perfect to showcase the flowers. The containers were filled with 

luscious hardy evergreens which are better suited to withstand the summer 

heat. 

The first arrangement was traditionally loose and flowing, a vintage English 

looking delicacy, using Peony, Campanula and soft pink and cream Avalanche 

Roses. 

The ensuing designs were structured and more sculptural, using tall straight 

stems to give height. Gladioli, agapanthus and sedum were used amidst more 

unusual plant material.  

Adding flair and flow to the designs, there was in some an eclectic mix of 

ornamental grasses and African reeds set against the rustic tones of more 

exotic flowers such as the Bird of Paradise and the anthurium. In other designs, 

creating peace and calm, there were subtle shades of green and white with 

vintage scabious, love in a mist and astrantia. 

Jonathanôs enthusiasm, energy and passion for ógrowing his ownô shone 

throughout the evening and inspired us all, reaffirming our belief that if we look 

after our flowers and foliage, they will indeed look after you. 

Next meetings  

Meetings are held at 7:30 pm in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Blind 

Lane 

September 25th Rachel Poole, óForage, Weave, Createô   

October 23rd  Pauline Foster óPower of the Flowerô 

Elaine Bainbridge 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ ¸ŀǊƴ .ƻƳōŜǊǎ 

 

[ƛǘǘŜǊ tƛŎƪ 
Hey Ho! Hey Ho! Itôs off to work we 

go! 

Councillor Kevin Miller (right) 

leads his merry team of volunteers 

in the great Breaston Litter pick. 

They had a competition between 

males and females to see who 

collected the most litter; of course, 

the ladies won! 
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/ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ 
Safety Inspection of Breaston Cemetery, New Cemetery & St 

Michaelõs Churchyard 

Under the provisions of the Health and Safety Act 1974, Breaston Parish 

Council has a duty to ensure the safety of members of the public visiting the 

cemeteries and churchyard. 

In order to meet this obligation an independent memorial inspection company 

has been contracted to carry out safety testing work in the cemetery and 

churchyard which will be undertaken from September 2018. 

For further information please contact the Parish Clerk on 01332 870119 or 

breastonparish@outlook.com. 

Commonwealth War Graves  

Did you know that there are four military personnel buried in St. Michaelôs 

Churchyard, and a further four in Breaston Cemetery? Although they are 

recorded on the Commonwealth War Grave Commissionôs (CWGC) website, 

there is nothing at the cemeteries themselves to indicate the presence of these 

graves with their distinctive shape. The Parish Council are applying to the 

CWGC for plaques to place at the entrances marking the cemeteries as 

Commonwealth War Graves. 

/ƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Menõs Danger Club 

The most important element of a barbeque is to select the tastiest sausage. 

This was the challenge of our latest event. 

Alastair at Dundas Butcherôs supplies us with the tasty range of his home-made 

sausages all made to his own secret recipes. With the coals glowing we cooked 

the first batch which was the Country Pork sausages containing spices and 

seasonings to give it a country kitchen flavour. Enclose it in a long cob and add 

onions and your choice of sauces with a variety of crisps and dips. 
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Adrian and John were superb master barbequers as each variety followed, the 

Pork and Sage which gives Lincolnshire type flavour which customers enjoy. 

Itôs a much larger sausage and very tasty. 

The third was Pork with Tomato made with Tarantella organic peeled plum 

tomatoes, some producers add dried tomato powder but thatôs not the Dundas 

way as they add the real juicy tomatoes which make theirs just that bit more 

special. 

Finally, a beef sausage from Sainsburyôs, quite tasty but the home-made ones 

proved to be the best with the Pork and Sage topping our preferences. 

We relaxed on a warm summerôs evening enjoying delicious food, relaxing with 

friends and a pint. What could be better? 

Our September event will be a visit to the East Midlands Aeropark on Thursday 

27th starting at 6 pm. The cost is Ã5.00 but numbers are limited to 20, if you are 

interested please contact John (874417, john.judy184@btinternet.com) or 

Adrian (adrianyoung@hotmail.com) as soon as possible. 

The Falls Clinic  

On Mondays at 11:00 am for about one hour in the Methodist Church Hall and 

is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they were and need 

to keep joints and muscles moving. The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly 

and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. The 

group leader is Jo and should anyone require more information, she can be 

contacted on 07794 157 766. 

Breaston Evergreen Club  

for the over 60s held at the Breaston Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane every 

Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 

When not out on trips we play bingo, box games, dominoes have raffles and 

talks on various things of interest, like the PDSA, fire safety, etc... So why not 

come and join our friendly club. For more details, please call club secretary 

Malcolm on 0115 946 1430 or 07754 409 443. 

 

 

 

God doesn't shield us from Life's storms 

He shelters us IN Life's storms 

If God doesn't remove an obstacle 

He'll help you find a way around it 

Thelma Mortimer    
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Draycott Village News  

¢Ŝŀ ǿƛǘƘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
óTea with friendsô meet on the second and fourth Mondays of the month at St. 

Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott, 2ï4 pm for tea, coffee, cakes, presentations, 

quizzes and of course, bingo. All are welcome. Just Ã2 per person. For 

enquiries, contact Jane Brown via email at janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk.  

 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƛƭƴŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō 
Derby Mountain Rescue Team  

At a recent Rotary Club of Church Wilne speaker meeting members were 

delighted to welcome Paul Barlow of the Derby Mountain Rescue Team. As one 

of the charities which will benefit from the clubôs Annual Charity Horse Ride, 

members were very keen to hear about their work. 

Paul started by explaining the Derby Mountain Rescue Team falls within the 

Peak District region, one of 9 regions covered by Mountain Rescue for England 

and Wales organisation. 

The Derby team comprises of 50 unpaid volunteers covering the southern Peak 

District to as far south as Milton Keynes. With their in-house training taking 18 

to 24 months, volunteers becoming 

highly qualified, including First Aid 

where they are authorised to 

administer drugs. The team is on 

call 24 hours a day 365 days a year. 

Requests for assistance from the 

Police or Ambulance Service are on 

the rise.  2017 saw 57 call-outs, this 

year they have already responded 

to 49. The principal objective of the 

team is to save lives and alleviate 

distress. The work covers a wide 

variety of incidents from search and 

rescue of missing or injured people, principally in upland or mountainous areas, 

flood rescues and searching for vulnerable people in rural areas. 

Last year 58% of the call-outs were for evacuating people from inaccessible 

places and 21% for locating missing persons. 

One of their most valuable resources are the highly trained rescue dogs. The 

dogs prepare for 3 years and retire at 7. Despite this short working life, due to 

mailto:janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk
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their incredible sense of smell, in search and rescue situations they are a crucial 

part of the team. 

Derby Mountain Rescue Team is 

self-financing and does not receive 

any government support relying 

entirely on donations, bequests, and 

monies raised by local fundraising 

activities.  The cost of running the 

team is Ã30,000 per annum which 

covers repair, maintenance and fuel 

costs for their vehicles and items of 

equipment.  They have recently 

purchased some land and hope to 

raise funds to build new premises which will include much-needed training 

facilities and storage. 

Rotarian Ken Bird gave the Clubôs vote of thanks saying, ñThank you, Paul, it 

was great to learn about the dedication, passion and skills of the Derby 

Mountain Rescue Team.ò 

For more information on the Rotary Club of Church Wilne Annual Charity 

Horse Ride on 9th September please visit www.churchwilnerotary.org.uk/ 

horseride.html (or see further information below on page 16) 

The Insolvency Service  

The Rotary Club of Church Wilne welcomed Glenn Wicks, Chief Investigation 

Officer at The Insolvency Service to a recent speaker meeting. He gave a 

fascinating insight into the agencies ongoing fight against fraud. 

He explained the painstaking work in piecing together the evidence to lead to a 

successful prosecution ï checking records, searching properties and analysing 

evidence, and conducting thorough, carefully structured interviews. This 

diligence has resulted in a 90% conviction rate. 

In 2002, the Proceeds of Crime Act was introduced with the aim of ensuring that 

criminals do not profit from their crimes. A case which hit the headlines in May 

2018 concerned the seizure of property and possessions at a Ã1.2m mansion, 

Shedley Manor in Yeaveley (near Ashbourne), which was disguised as a shed. 

A declared bankrupt had tried to hide the property, his possessions, directorship 

of companies and claimed not to have any income. Derby Crown Court heard 

that the manor, when raided by police, contained Ã83,000 in art, designer shoes 

together with cannabis plants and a cannabis production line. 

The BBC has produced a number of programs covering the work of the police 

and agencies involved in tackling fraud. The Panorama programme featuring 
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Shedley Manor is still available on BBC iPlayer (BBC One ï Panorama, 

Millionaire Bankrupt Exposed: www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09m5wdd) 

Report by Rotarian John Cooper 

Rotary Charity Horseride  ð 9th September  

Every year since 2006, the Rotary Club of Church Wilne has been pleased to 

provide a unique opportunity to ride through scenic Locko Park, Dale Abbey, 

Ockbrook and Spondon. The course consists of bridleway, tracks, road and 

farmland not normally available to the public, amidst beautiful countryside. It is 

about 10 miles long; there is a shortcut which is about 6 miles long if the full 

course is too long. Depending on how quickly you ride (it is not a race) it will 

take between one and two hours. The route will be marshalled throughout to 

ensure you have a great ride. 

Each rider will have a drink (soft or wine) at the finish. Hot food and drinks are 

also available for purchase from 9 am onwards. There are ample parking and 

toilets. This year all riders are asked if they can help by raising sponsorship for 

the three charities that will benefit from the ride. All entry fees will be donated 

equally to the Air Ambulance, Treetops Hospice Care and Derby Mountain 

Rescue. 

The Start/Finish site is Columbine Farm, located between Ilkeston and Spondon 

of the A6096, about halfway between the Ockbrook turn and the Dale Abbey 

turn ï nearest postcode is DE7 4PQ, and the UK Grid Reference is SK 426385. 

Entry fees are Ã25 for adults and Ã15 for children 12 and under on 9th 

September. The entry form is available from the clubôs website at 

www.churchwilnerotary.org.uk/horseride.html. 

DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Draycott Writers' Group  

The group meets twice a month, on the first and third Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in 

the Barn at the Victoria Vintage tea rooms. We usually go on to 8 pm, 

sometimes 8:30 if we're feeling particularly chatty. We always have tea and 

coffee supplied but people are free to bring along any drink they want to.  

There are no fees for attending, no qualifications needed, no age barriers (we 

are currently mid-30s up to 70s!). Itôs a project specifically for Draycott, with 

space donated because of this, so Draycott-based people only (or people who 

have lived here previously). We set ourselves a small óhomeworkô task to do 

between meetings, and then read them out and discuss them, along with our 

other writings, our aspirations, our plans, books that we've read, things that 

inspire us, etc. 
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The group is run by Angela Garry who is a published author and edit books for 

others too - with over 20 books written by her and 20 by other authors under 

her publishing brand Pica Books (www.picabooks.co.uk). She is putting 

together a course/workshop for budding writers who want to write and publish 

their own book. 

The Wesley Guild, Breaston  

I cannot believe itôs September and the beginning of our Guild season. We hold 

our meetings in the Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane, on a Thursday evening 

each week. We begin at 7:30 pm and end around 9:15ï 9:30 pm. This yearôs 

sessions run from 20th September until 25th April (our annual dinner). 

The Guild meetings are not just for church members, but we welcome anyone 

from the local community that would like to join us. We have a varied selection 

of speakers, musicians, illustrated talks, quizzes etc., and always end the 

evening with tea/coffee and biscuits. Do come along and join us and spend an 

interesting time each week and, maybe, make new friendships. 

Nancy Plummer, Guild General Secretary 

Speakers for September: 

Thursday 20th Ruth Pechey - ñHARVESTò 

Thursday 27th Wendy Cole - ñMEDICAL DETECTION DOGSò 

The Draycott Guild  

We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 

7.30pm. Membership is Ã8 for sessions from September to December inclusive. 

Give us a try 

Wednesday 12th AGM followed by a social Beetle Drive 

Wednesday 26th Blood Bikes - Ian gives us a talk on this valuable service. 

Please come and join us. You will receive a warm welcome 

Draycott Churches Together Praying for Draycott  

Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all. If you have 

a concern for all the people who live or work in Draycott then you are welcome 

to join us at any time between 12.00 ï 1.00 p.m. We know that some people 

attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday September 26th at St Maryôs Church. Join 

us if you can! 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club  

Dates for the September Lunch Club are the 14th, and 28th. 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey 

participants to and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is 

held on alternate Fridays. Please contact Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can help. 
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Church News  

wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
St. Michael õs, Breaston  

Every Sunday  8:45 am Holy Communion 

  10:15 am Celebration Service 

  (2nd Sunday: All-Age) 

2nd & 4th Sundays 6:30 pm Evensong 

Every Wednesday  10:00 am Prayer Meeting 

2:30 pmï 3:30 pm Church open 

Every Saturday  10:30 amïNoon Church open 

Every Thursday  9:30 am Holy Communion 

1st Sunday  7:00 pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer Focus 

(see below) 

1st Tuesday  7:30 pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15 pm Julian Meeting in The Well at Anderson's, 

Blind Lane. 

St. Maryõs, Draycott & St. Chadõs, Church Wilne 

1st Sunday  10:30 am United Service at Draycott Methodists 

2nd Sunday  10:30 am Family Communion 

3rd Sunday  10:30 am All-Age Worship 

4th Sunday  10:30 am Holy Communion 

1st & 3rd Sundays  6:30 pm Evensong (at Wilne during summer time) 

1st Saturday  10ï11:30 am Coffee Morning in the Church Hall 

Breaston Methodist Church  

Every Sunday  10:30 am Morning service 

1st Sunday  7:00 pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer Focus 

(see below) 

3rd Sunday  6:00 pm Prayers 

Draycott Methodist Church  

1st Sunday  10:30 United Service Sept: All-Age Worship 

2nd Sunday  10:30 Caf® Service (see below) 

3rd Sunday  10:30 All-Age Worship at St. Maryôs Sept: Harvest 

Festival 

4th Sunday  10:30 Morning Service 

5th Sunday  10:30 Caf® Service (see below) 

Every Sunday  6:00 Evening Service 

2nd Monday  3:30ï5:30 pm Messy Church 
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Breaston Prayer Focus 

A "Churches Together" time of informal worship and prayer with a specific 

theme. These meetings take place on the first Sunday of the month alternating 

between St. Michael's Church Hall (even-numbered months) and Breaston 

Methodist church (odd-numbered months). 

Draycott Methodist Café Services 

Church ï but not as you know it! On the second Sunday morning of each month, 

we have a different sort of óChurchô in Draycott. Informal, sitting with friends 

around tables. 

¶ Tea & coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Caf® Church ï Sunday 9th September at 10.30am with Rev Colin 

Emerson, then Sunday September 30th at 10.30am. led by Mr Tom Wyke from 

Christian Aid. 

Draycott Methodist Church  (corner of Market St & Derwent St)  

Harvest Festival Services Sunday 16th September 

10:30 am United All Age Worship led by Mrs Hilary Lamont 

6:00 pm Evening worship led by  Matthew Cadden-Hyde 

The church will be decorated with a traditional harvest display. Gifts of food, 

toiletries etc will be received at both services or can be brought to the church 

on Saturday afternoon 2:30-4:00. All gifts will be donated to the Padley Centre 

for the homeless in Derby. 

!ƭǇƘŀ 
Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that freely explore the basics of the 

Christian faith. Itôs relaxed, non-threatening, low key, friendly and fun. It is for 

anyone whoôs curious. The talks (on DVD) are designed to encourage 

conversation and explore the basics of the Christian faith in a friendly, open and 

informal environment. No question is out of bounds and you are free to discuss 

as much or as little as you wish. 

Alpha is ten sessions with a day away in the middle. Each session includes 

food, a talk (on DVD) and a discussion at the end when you can share your 

thoughts. At any point, if you think Alpha isnôt for you, thatôs not a problem. 

Thereôs no pressure, no follow up and no charge (although there will be an 

opportunity to make a contribution towards the food). 

Courses start in October ï daytime and evening courses are available. For 

further details contact Jean Lupton on 874170 or jean.lupton@gmail.com. 
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Children and Youth  
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with 

an adult. Come and join us for crafts, fun, food 

and worship! Organised by Draycott Churches 

Together, we meet in Draycott Methodist 

Church, on the corner of Market Street & 

Derwent Street, on the 2nd Monday of each 

month from 3:30 ï 5:30 pm. 

Next meeting is September 10th, theme: Activities on a Bible theme. 

For further information speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary 

Murden (01332 873388) 

{ŎƻǳǘǎΣ DǳƛŘŜǎΣ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ϧ wŀƛƴōƻǿǎ 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall 

on Mondays - For more information contact Brown 

Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. Contact 

Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15 pm in St Maryôs during 

term time. Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register 

online. 

1st Breaston Scout Group, Scout Hut on Blind Lane  

Beavers, aged 6 and 7, meet on a Thursday; Cubs, aged 8 to 10İ, meet on a 

Wednesday; Scouts, aged 10İ to 14, meet on a Monday. Helpers are always 

welcome ï Contact Angela Clarke on 07812 726988. 

!ƭƛǾŜΗ 
Alive! is our monthly service designed and led by the 

youth with lively worship, guest speakers. You only 

have to be young at heart to come along!  

First Saturday of the month in the St. Michaelôs Church 

Hall at 7 pm 
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9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall 

every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00 pm for children in school years 

3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. 

All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team at the end of each half 

term with the most points, win prizes for all its members. 

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25 pm and 

collect the children and then walk them back to the church hall. Parents simply 

come to the church hall at 5:00 pm to pick up their children. 

If you know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, please 

email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form. 

 

Youth Caf® 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in the 

summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Both sessions run from 7ï8:30 pm. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the 

children can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the 

church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

 

 

Breaston Sunbeams Baby and 

Toddler Group meets on Mondays in 

term time 10:30-11:30 am in Breaston 

Methodist Church. Contact Annie Noble 

on 07595 351 582. 

Why not come and join Draycott Churches Together Mother, Baby & 

Toddler Group on Wednesday mornings 10:30-11:30 am (term time). at St 

Maryôs Hall, Draycott, sensory play, songs and stories, refreshments, free play, 

time to chat. For more information contact Ruth Pechey: 0115 972 6321 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

! [ƻŎŀƭ IŜǊƻƛƴŜ  
It was good to meet up with Angela 

Clarke who told me how she came to 

be involved with the Scouts. The 

story starts when she moved to 

Draycott from Sheffield with her 

husband and two young sons in 

1996. Her boys had been involved 

with Beavers and Cubs in Sheffield, 

so Angela looked into them joining 

the local group but unfortunately, the 

Draycott Scouts were not able to 

take them. She then came across 

Adrian Perkins who was running the 

Breaston group that met at the 

Methodist Church Hall and he told 

her that if she was willing to help as 

a Beaver leader the boys could be enrolled immediately and wouldnôt need to 

go on the waiting list.  

She trained as a Beaver leader at Drum Hill Scout Training Centre in Little Eaton 

and later became a Group Scout Leader to the 1st Breaston Scout Group in 

2001. In 2014 Angela received The Award for Merit in recognition of outstanding 

service to Scouting. This year she has received a certificate for 20 yearsô service 

and is in charge of 10 group leaders and assistants overseeing 50 to 60 Cubs, 

Beavers and Scouts, both boys and girls, who meet in the Scout Hall on Blind 

Lane every week. 

Amazingly Angela does all this plus holds down a very important fulltime job as 

a Case Administrator for Nottingham Probation Service and before that, she 

had also worked for Relate in Derby. So for two to three evenings a week, she 

gets home from work, has a quick bite to eat and off to Breaston to be there to 

help and support the leaders. 

I asked her why she does this when she has a very demanding full-time job and 

a home to run. Angela replied it was because she likes to give to the community, 

and Scouting teaches young people to be kind to others and respect each other. 

They have a discipline code of conduct and this helps to make a better society. 

They learn such things as disability awareness and other countriesô cultures. All 

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers are encouraged to go camping to learn new skills. 

One of the most famous members of the group is James Stafford who went on 

to be Derbyshire County Commissioner, which says a lot about the success of 
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the 1st Breaston Scout Group. James says ñAngela provides outstanding 

service to scouting. She is always keen to get involved and support other 

volunteers, is conscientious, imaginative and dedicated to supporting scouting 

in Breaston.ò 

Recently some members of Breaston in Bloom have helped the Scouts to clear 

and create a vegetable patch on some waste ground on Blind Lane. Also, the 

Beavers and Cubs have been helping to weed and water the new Butterfly 

Garden on Duffield Close. All this helps them to earn their Community Badge 

plus they have enjoyed, maybe for the first time, the experience and joy of 

gardening.  

This year is the 90th Anniversary of the Scout Group in Breaston, to 

commemorate this the group is preparing a time capsule, and Robert Truman 

has designed a badge for each member to receive and wear with pride.  

Angela finished by saying that being involved with the Scouts is challenging but 

very satisfying and when she goes home after a group evening she knows that 

the children have enjoyed and benefitted from the session and that makes her 

feel quite proud. And so she should be, she certainly is a local heroine! 

1st Breaston Scouts proudly showing off the garden on Blind Lane 
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If you are interested in getting in involved (as helpers are always needed), 

contact Angela on 07812 726988. 

The Scout  Promise  

On my honour, I promise that I will do my best to do my duty to God and to the 

Queen, to help other people and to keep the Scout Law. 

The Beaver Scout Promise  

I promise to do my best to be kind and helpful and to love God. 

Jean Lupton 

DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ¢ƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
Well thankfully the dry spell 

has had a break and the much-

needed rain comes around 

again. It never fails to amaze 

me how quickly grass recovers 

and it wasnôt long before the 

lawns and fields started taking 

on a bit of colour again. Lawns 

have been one of the most 

asked about questions this 

summer and now this month itôs possible to start repairing some of the damage 

that may have occurred. Raising the blade on mowers does give the grass a 

chance to recover. It may also be a good idea to aerate the compacted ground 

that had dried out using a garden fork, which will allow the rains to penetrate 

deeper and let the autumn lawn feeds get down to the grass roots. 

A good general tidy up is probably in order as some plants will have gone over 

a little earlier in the heat of the summer than they would ordinarily do and if you 

have roses particularly check for black spot, the bane of every rose lover. 

Collect fallen and diseased leaves from around the base of the rose and throw 

them away, not in the recycling or your compost bin, as the spores can over-

winter in the ground. Itôs beneficial to top dress with well-rotted manure or 

compost too. 

It can be a little depressing seeing gaps appearing in the borders, so it may be 

an idea to think about planting for winter interest later this month. Lovely 

flowering shrubs such as Lonicera x purpusii with a more relaxed habit or 

Sarcococca confusa with glossy evergreen foliage or the quirky Hamamelis x 

intermedia with spider-like flowers are beautiful additions to a garden in the 

winter months and all have a fantastic scent. 



 25 

 

The garden centres will now be awash 

with bulbs that promise a riot of colour 

so itôs worth having a think what you 

want to create for next spring both in 

the borders and in pots. Do you want 

to go with a particular tonal colour 

scheme of subtle hues or deep vibrant 

tones or do you prefer your colours to 

clash spectacularly and assault the 

senses? Whatever your choice you 

can be sure there will be many varieties in stores or online for you to choose 

from. Why not try something a little different this year? The general rule of thumb 

is to plant the bulb to a depth of approximately three times that of the actual 

bulb itself. In pots you can plant a little deeper as compost is generally lighter in 

texture than good old garden loam; always remember though to plant them 

pointy end up. Enjoy the fruits of your labours this month, blackberries have 

been especially gorgeous, and letôs hope the sun keeps shining for us a little 

longer. Have a great September. 

Heather Taylor   

CƭŜŀǎ /ŀƴ Yƛƭƭ YƛǘǘŜƴǎ 
Volunteers at Cats Protection Derby Branch 

have been dealing with some very sad cases 

recently where tiny kittens have died because 

of untreated flea infestations. 

Kittens with fleas can quickly become 

dehydrated and anaemic which, if left 

untreated, can be fatal.  Kittens especially are 

at risk due to their small size and weight. If your 

kitten has fleas, get advice from your vet.  Over 

the counter products are not fully effective.  Safe flea control products are 

available from veterinary surgeries where advice on their use is also 

provided.  Products intended for dogs should not be used on cats as they can 

be extremely toxic. Please do not underestimate how dangerous fleas are for 

kittens. Itôs been a very hard few weeks for our volunteers for just this reason  

For further advice on fleas and other parasites is available by visiting the 

following link:  

https://www.cats.org.uk/uploads/documents/cat-care-leaflets-2013/ 

VG15_Fleas_and_other_parasites.pdf 
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[ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
Dear Editor 

I am intrigued by the writing on the 

stone tablets on the church wall near 

to the steeple, and wonder if anyone 

knows what it says.  Does the date of 

1680 mean anything?  I would love to 

know any history of these stones if 

anyone has any information, please. 

Jean Inight, Breaston Resident   

 

The Editor replies: There is a leaflet outlining the church history leaflet (available 

at the back of the church).  It says that in the 17th century, ñSir Henry Willoughby 

of Risley gave a [new bell, the third] on which was inscribed óEx dono Henricus 

Willoughby, Barronet 1657ô. A buttress to the left of the lower tower may have 

been added at this time to give support for the additional bell. At the top of this 

buttress are carved coats of arms of the Grey and Willoughby families along 

with initials E.T. R.W. Chur. W. 1680. The Churchwardens Accounts Book of 

St. Chad's, Wilne reveal that Edward Jowitt was churchwarden for Breaston in 

1680 and Robert White in 1681, so possibly these are their initials.ò 

So the historians aren't 100% certain, but it all sounds quite plausible. The Grey 

and Willoughby families were benefactors of the church. 

 

{ǿŜŜǘ tŜŀǎ 
 

With colours so delightful 

And fragrance just divine, 

Their ballerina petticoats 

Would grace a dancer fine; 

The flowers that herald summer 

Bring such joy to everyone 

They grow in such profusion 

And like us, love the sun 

 

É June 2003 Kathleen Crosby    
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{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ƛƴŜ 
Presented by Lester Simpson & Blaize  

Written by Lester Simpson & Piet Chielans 

 

Standing In Line is the story of the Great War, but specifically about Albert 

Scrimshaw, Lester Simpsonôs great uncle, who died at Passendale. Originally 

commissioned by óPeace Concerts Passendaleô it was premi¯red in Passendale 

Church in Belgium. 

The performance is centred around Lesterôs songs although it includes songs 

from the time. The narration includes poems of Wilfred Owen, Siegfried 

Sassoon and Rudyard Kipling. The performance is accompanied by a series of 

projected images. 

Albert Scrimshaw was born in 1885 in Eastwell, Leicestershire. He worked as 

a butler near Oxford and married a girl from Windley, Derbyshire. He joined the 

ñOx and Bucksò regiment and marched off to war, never to return. His widow 

Annie lived in Duffield, Derbyshire until her death in the 1970ôs. 

The performance has 2 acts of approximately 45 minutes each.  

There is an interval. 

with Lester Simpson, Nigel Corbett & Mike Bettison 

Some audience comments:  

¶ óIt was absolutely excellent - very moving, brilliant music. Excellent 

presentation.ô 

¶ óAbsolutely fantastic. Great guys. Great performance.ô 

¶ óWhat an incredibly moving, well-performed tribute. Thank you so much.ô 
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Contacts  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund     Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson  01332 872615 

   alesi4@sky.com  

 

 

Would you like your groupôs contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 7) 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 
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