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Thought for  the month  

.ŜƛƴƎ DǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ  
Dear Friends,  

How do we see our life and are we grateful for it? Or does it seemingly fall short 

of our own requirements or even the standards that we set for ourselves? The 

worldôs eyes were transfixed on 12 boys and their football coach trapped in the 

Tham Luang cave complex in Thailand with the onset of the monsoon rains 

approaching and the situation seemed impossible. It felt like something out of a 

James Bond film except we know that this was real. The British Divers John 

Volanthen, Dick Stanton and Thailand Navy Sealôs expertise is born out of 

danger and a desire to explore the unknown as well as sacrifice, especially with 

the death during the rescue operation of Saman Kunan, one of the Thai Navy 

Seal Divers. The boysô parents and the world are grateful to them all.  

Are you trapped by the rising water of life and feeling that there is no way out 

and you need someone to come and rescue you, deliver you, heal you, love 

you and so much more? Our eternal life is held in the balance just like those 

young boys, but we have One who is as ready to rescue and deliver us safely 

into a relationship with God himself. If you have tried other things and they have 

not worked; try Jesus! All we have to do is to say: Dear God, you are a loving 

Father that cares about your children, I am sorry for going my own way, as you 

have welcomed me, I now welcome you into my life. I invite you to live in me 

through your Holy Spirit. Bring your forgiveness; bring your love, bring your 

peace, bring your power to transform me. Help me to have a new beginning, a 

fresh start. Help me to follow Jesus in all that I am and all that I do, AMEN.  

If after you have said this prayer and want to know more, contact the Church or 

look at www.lookingforgod.com or www.chrisitianity.org.uk. Remember, being 

grateful is about realising what the real treasure in life is, and to God, you are 

the real treasure. AMEN.  

Revôd Arnold Dixon, Breaston Methodist Church 

  

±ŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 

 

(Jesus said,) òI am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me.ò 

(John 14:6) 
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{ǘƛƭƭ {ǇŀŎŜ 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Play days   

Do you find that life keeps speeding up? Or perhaps itôs just that I 

am gradually slowing down! Whatever the answer, Iôm thankful 

that I have my little óstudyô at home where I can think, write and 

mess about, often spending time seeking Godôs presence. Unfortunately, itôs 

not proof against interruptions and phone calls. When I need some serious quiet 

time, I often turn to the nearby Anglican convent.  

The Community of the Holy Name, Morley Road, Oakwood is a very open and 

welcoming place where you can book a room for the day or evening. Set in 

extensive grounds, it has its own small guest 

house for residential visitors and a simple but 

beautiful chapel. The whole place is steeped 

in prayer, with an almost tangible stillness. 

The sisters run occasional quiet days, 

retreats and open garden days, and an 

ecumenical healing service is held four times 

a year.  

In this safe place, I enjoy ódoing my own thingô 

before God: walking in the gardens, watching 

the squirrels chase and the seasons change, meditating, drawing, reading, 

joining the sisters for their midday office or communion service if I wish ï or not. 

These are my play days. I may arrive feeling worn out, head full of chaotic 

thoughts: family stresses, church business, all the stuff of a broken world. Often, 

I drop the mess at Godôs feet and wait. Godôs OK with this. I donôt have to do 

anything or prove anything ï just allow his healing peace to seep into my heart. 

Here, in this special, quiet place, the cares and the peace come together. Itôs a 

kind of prayer that works for me. 

Sometimes I accomplish a lot on my play days, sometimes I spend more time 

relaxing, reading, even snoozing. At the end of the day, though, itôs back to 
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reality. I stuff my papers 

and pens in my bag and 

head for home, spiritual 

batteries re-charged and 

ready for action. 

If you are interested in 

visiting the Convent of the 

Holy Name or using their facilities, why not check out their website: 

www.comholyname.org or have a word with April for more details (01332 

675150). To book a room for the day, please ring 01332 671716. 

April McIntyre, Reader, St. Michaelôs Church, Breaston 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on 

behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by 

Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, Derby, 

DE72 3DX, or see details on page 32. 

 

/ƻǇȅ 5ŀȅ 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to 

be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will 

have to be held over. 

 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
Did you read the inspirational story about Lt Col Stewart Hill in last monthôs 

magazine? He has a cameo appearance this month ï see our front cover! We 

have two more inspirational stories for you this month: one about the ñProdigal 

Daughterò ï see page 22, and the other is an update on how young Steven 

Mortimer is progressing ï see page 25. Weôve not had news of Steven for a 

long while, and itôs good to hear how heôs getting on after his serious brain 

injury.  

If you have an inspiring story to tell, please get in touch!  

Jonathan Lupton 

For thus said the Lord GOD,  
the Holy One of Israel: 

In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
    in quietness and in trust shall be your strength. 

Isaiah 30:15 (NRSV) 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston Village News  

 
Breaston Blooms for the Judges  

The village was a real hive of activity on the run up to judging day and thanks 

go to everyone that swept their fronts, trimmed hedges and put out baskets or 

tubs to make the village look so attractive. 

This year the sun shone brilliantly and 

following a short presentation, the judges 

visited the Hills Road area, Centenary 

Garden, Jubilee Garden, The Green, 

Duffield Close and the new Scout vegetable 

garden, after passing the Suffragette on the 

main road near Stevens Lane (see the front 

cover)! They didnôt say much but they did 

scribble down lots of notes and we now all 

patiently await results day on September 

19th. 

Breaston in Bloom is not just about 

gardening though, people with fundraising, 

marketing & DIY skills are just as welcome. 

We will soon be starting to plan for 2019, so if you are interested in getting 

involved, please do contact Helen Elcock 07734453672 or 

helcock66@gmail.com. 

Helen Elcock 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ ²ΦLΦ bŜǿǎ 
The key theme of our June meeting was Beauty and Skincare. Gail Berry from 

Mi Tiempo (My Time) gave us a lively and informative talk themed around the 

importance of caring for our skin under the heading of the óAgeless Generationô. 

This meeting was also the first taken by our new incoming joint Presidents, Kay 

Armitage and Sue Marlee. 

The annual Derbyshire County Show was held in glorious sunshine at Locko 

Park on Sunday 24th June. At the show, the WI held many different 

competitions which included both Cooperative and Individual entries. 

mailto:helcock66@gmail.com
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This year we enjoyed some wonderful success. Breaston WI won second place 

in the White Peak Cooperative competition! Our theme was Burns Night. We 

also achieved third place in the Craft Cooperative competition! 

Julie Rowlinson, Kay Armitage 

  

Individual Entry success for Rebecca Hughes (Piccalilli) and Liz Neal (Muffins). 

A fantastic achievement by All. 

As we continue to enjoy our lovely summer weather, key upcoming events are: 

16th August ï Summer Afternoon Tea ï Priest House Country Hotel. 

18th August ï Hopwell Group of WIôs Centenary Gala ï Risley Memorial Hall. 

15th Sept ï Harrington Group Centenary Tea ï Risley Memorial Hall. 

Wishing everyone a pleasant and relaxing summer. 

Shirley Walker ï on behalf of Breaston WI 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ нлму 
200 visitors enjoyed the 2018 Breaston 

Village Annual Garden Trail, organised by 

the Breaston Conservative Branch, on 

Sunday 15th July in spite of competition 

from the Wimbledon Final and the World 

Cup! This year 13 resident gardeners 

opened their gardens to the public ï the 

largest number for several years. The 

lovely hot sunshine showed all the gardens 

in their glory even if the lawns were of a 

brownish hue rather than lush green! 

Chilled drinks and ice creams were more 

popular this year than the lure of the 

delicious variety of homemade cakes 

served in several gardens. Mrs Sue Riley`s 

Maggie Throup MP (right) 
draws the raffle with June and 
Cllr Robert Parkinson flanking 

Donna Briggs 
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plant stall raised over Ã100 and the 

Grand Raffle was drawn by the Erewash 

MP Maggie Throup. The 10 lucky winners 

will be published in the next issue of this 

magazine. A very big thank must go to 

the 13 resident gardeners who 

participated in this year`s event, the 

numerous volunteers who helped on the 

day and to the local retailers and outlets 

in the village who sold the Garden Trail passports in advance of the event. A 

fabulous Sunday afternoon in Breaston enjoyed by all who attended! 

June Parkinson MBE 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ ¸ŀǊƴ .ƻƳōŜǊǎ 
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/ƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Menõs Danger Club 

ñDanger ï the likelihood that something unpleasant will happen.ò 

Collins English Dictionary. 

That certainly was the case at our last event when we met for a game of croquet. 

The game is played in pairs and the object of the game is to get your or your 

partnerôs ball through the hoop before your opponents do. Sounds easy but be 

assured that during the game ñsomething unpleasant will happen.ò All is 

definitely not sweetness and light on a croquet lawn. There are tactics to support 

your partner and tactics to prevent your opponents from winning.  If you have a 

clear shot at the hoop then your opponents can either place their ball in front to 

prevent a clear shot or fire their ball to knock yours out of the way, even off the 

Lawn! There is also that pleasant feeling when you can do that to them!  

Our thanks to Chris and Sue (Long Eaton Croquet Club) for their help, guidance 

and patience to make it a very enjoyable evening. 

The Falls Clinic  

On Mondays at 11:00 am for about one hour in the Methodist Church Hall and 

is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they were and need 

to keep joints and muscles moving. The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly 

and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. The 

group leader is Jo and should anyone require more information, she can be 

contacted on 07794 157 766. 

Breaston Evergreen C lub  

for the over 60s held at the Breaston Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane every 

Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 

When not out on trips we play bingo, box games, dominoes have raffles and 

talks on various things of interest, like the PDSA, fire safety, etc... So why not 

come and join our friendly club. For more details, please call club secretary 

Malcolm on 0115 946 1430 or 07754 409 443. 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ DƻƻŘ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ {ŎƘŜƳŜ 

Do you sometimes need a helping hand or a lift to the doctor or somewhere 

else? The Good Neighbour Scheme can help with things like that. Simply ring 

07821 657 684 and leave a message. We normally get back to you within a few 

hours to arrange the details with you. 
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Draycott Village News  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ 
Judgement Day was July 3rd. Youôll have to wait until September 19th for the 

results (obviously hoping for Gold again!). Young Lewis, who wrote the poem 

by the Living Wall near the Methodist Church had his photo taken with the 

judges ï see the front cover. 

There is a ñDraycott in Bloom Through the Seasonsò photography event to 

capture some of the wonderful work that has made Draycott an East Midlands 

in Bloom Gold winner for the last two years ï even winning the overall entry for 

the small town category. You can see the whole series at 

www.bernadetteearleyphotography.co.uk/draycott-in-bloom.html. 

 www.facebook.com/DraycottInBloom/ 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ {ƛƎƴ 
Draycott finally has a village sign after 

three and a half years of planning! Many 

thanks go to the Draycott Village Fund 

who funded it, Emma Crosby who 

designed it, Roger Brown who instigated 

and led the project and F.C. Laser who 

manufactured it. Great teamwork! 

On 18th July the new village sign was 

unveiled by the Mayor of Erewash, Cllr 

Chris Corbett(left), with special guest Lt. 

Col. Stewart Hill (right), featured in last 

monthôs magazine. 

See the sign in all its glory on the front 

cover! 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀƴ 9ǾŜƴǘŦǳƭ 5ŀȅ 
Tuesday 3rd July was certainly a somewhat stressful day for Draycott in more 

ways than one. 

It was the morning of the judgement day for the RHS Britain in Bloom 

competition. Last minute touches were made all around the village to ensure it 

was truly spick and span everywhere. Gardens were watered, all litter removed, 

windows were given yet another polish whilst the suffragettes were a reminder 
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of the village's theme for this year. And as we waved goodbye to the judges a 

huge sigh of relief swept through the village. Now we could all look forward to a 

relaxing afternoon. Or so we thought... 

But we were wrong! Just before 3 pm one of the villagers returning from Risley 

to her home near Draycott school spotted smoke rising close to the canal basin. 

She immediately raised the alarm and within minutes eight fire engines were 

there, backed up by the police. Hopwell Road was promptly closed as was 

Gypsy Lane. And, no doubt, ambulances were put on red alert. Fortunately the 

latter were not needed as, thankfully, there were no casualties. It took two hours 

to bring the huge grass fire under control, the most serious damage being 

confined to an area the size of a football pitch. The smoke could be seen as far 

away as Clifton Bridge. 

Probably many people have criticised our community services in the past, but 

on that particular day I think all are agreed that our Emergency Services 

excelled themselves. 

Draycott resident. 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ CǳƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ tŀƎŜ 
A selection of what people are sayingé 

¶ (July 17th) Don't want to cause a panic, but would hate anybody's pet dog 

to fall ill. I was down at St Chad's Water yesterday and spotted what I 

think may be blue-green algae which can be a killer for pets. I've reported 

it to the Environment Agency and they will investigate and report back 

within 10 working days 

¶ (July 16th) Weôve just had a lovely walk with the pooch around St Chadôs 

which took twice as long because we were having to dodge the 100ôs of 

baby frogs crossing the path! Theyôre no bigger than a fingernail and tend 

to be there as the sun starts to go down, so keep an eye out!  
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¶ Hereôs a good tip given the dry weather weôve been having: Really like 

the idea of embedding bottles (with just a few tiny holes) into pots for slow 

release watering. The little 'Fruit Shoots' bottles are perfect for the centre 

of a hanging basket! 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ !ƛŘ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
Many thanks to everyone who helped in any way during Christian Aid Week this 

year ï those who delivered envelopes to each house, The One Stop Shop, The 

Chemist and Dundasô Butchers who received filled envelopes for our cause. 

Those who helped at the Christian Aid stall at the Yard Sale, and, of course to 

everyone who gave so generously. We raised Ã650 altogether, so that was Ã60 

up on last year, which is amazing! This will help to change the lives of many 

people. 

¢Ŝŀ ǿƛǘƘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
óTea with friendsô meet on the second and fourth Mondays of the month at St. 

Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott, 2ï4 pm for tea, coffee, cakes, presentations, 

quizzes and of course, bingo. All are welcome. Just Ã2 per person. For 

enquiries, contact Jane Brown via email at janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk.  

9ƭŘŜǊōŜǊǊƛŜǎ 
I am making contact, via the local press, on behalf of all our local country wine-

makers, asking our farmers and the council not to cut back the hedges 

containing elder bushes. 

This year we have had a 

wonderful display of flowers for 

wine and cordial making. Can I 

please ask through this appeal 

for you not to trim the hedges 

until after the berries have 

ripened by the end of 

September, as it takes two 

years to mature, and selective 

culling would be appreciated. 

I have been making country 

wine for over 50 years and this is the best year we have had for a very long time 

and naturally we are hoping for a bumper crop for our autumn supply of berries 

for wine to be ready for Christmas. 

Your delay in culling back the elder bushes until the end of September will, I 

know, be much appreciated by our many local wine-makers. 

Domini Gregory, Draycott  

mailto:janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk
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aƻŘŜǊƴ aȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
 

Do you remember September 2016 when handmade Pokemons were popping 

up in unexpected places all over Draycott and district? The children were 

delighted. The organiser was never identified. 

Now, in July 2018, there are two new delights for villagers both young and old. 

The first one is painted stones. No two designs are exactly the same, varying 

from intricate paintings of owls, rabbits and flora, to simple patterns in bright 

colours. People are encouraged to pick up a painted stone to admire and then 

place it in another spot in the village, where there are other passers-by to share 

the pleasure. 

 

The other surprise is giant butterflies in Orchid Woods. Look closer and you'll 

realise these have been artificially created in black netting. 

Please pass on thanks to all the diligent artists who are putting a smile on our 

faces.  

An observer. 
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Church News  

wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
St. Michael õs, Breaston  

Every Sunday  8:45 am Holy Communion 

  10:15 am Celebration Service 

  (2nd Sunday: All-Age) 

2nd & 4th Sundays 6:30 pm Evensong 

Every Wednesday  10:00 am Prayer Meeting 

2:30 pmï 3:30 pm Church open 

Every Saturday  10:30 amïNoon Church open 

Every Thursday  9:30 am Holy Communion 

1st Sunday  7:00 pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer 

Focus (see below) 

1st Tuesday  7:30 pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15 pm Julian Meeting in The Well at Anderson's, 

Blind Lane. 

St. Maryõs, Draycott & St. Chadõs, Church Wilne 

1st Sunday  10:30 am United Service at Draycott Methodists 

2nd Sunday  10:30 am Family Communion 

3rd Sunday  10:30 am All-Age Worship 

4th Sunday  10:30 am Holy Communion 

1st & 3rd Sundays  6:30 pm Evensong (at Wilne during summer time) 

1st Saturday  10ï11:30 am Coffee Morning in the Church Hall 

Breaston Methodist Church  

Every Sunday  10:30 am Morning service 

1st Sunday  7:00 pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer 

Focus (see below) 

3rd Sunday  6:00 pm Prayers 

Draycott Methodist Church  

1st Sunday  10:30 United Service 

2nd Sunday  10:30 Caf® Service (see below) 

3rd Sunday  10:30 All-Age Worship at St. Maryôs 

4th Sunday  10:30 Morning Service 

5th Sunday  10:30 Caf® Service (see below) 

Every Sunday  6:00 Evening Service 

2nd Monday  3:30ï5:30 pm Messy Church 

  



 17 

 

Breaston Prayer Focus 

A "Churches Together" time of informal worship and prayer with a specific 

theme. These meetings take place on the first Sunday of the month alternating 

between St. Michael's Church Hall (even-numbered months) and Breaston 

Methodist church (odd-numbered months). 

Draycott Methodist Café Services 

Church ï but not as you know it! On the second Sunday morning of each month, 

we have a different sort of óChurchô in Draycott. Informal, sitting with friends 

around tables. 

¶ Tea & coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Caf® Church ï Sunday, August 12th at 10:30 am, led by Rev Raymond 

Lunt from Derby. 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ {ŎŀǊŜŎǊƻǿ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ {ƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ tǊŀƛǎŜ 
On Sunday, August 26th Draycott Churches Together will be holding a joyful 

Songs of Praise service on the green outside the Scout hut, on the corner of 

Garfield Avenue. This will begin at 3:00 pm, please feel free to come and sit 

and join in for a while as you are passing and enjoying the display of scarecrows 

in the village. 

DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Draycott Churches Together Praying for Draycott  

Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all. If you have 

a concern for all the people who live or work in Draycott then you are welcome 

to join us at any time between 12.00 ï 1.00 p.m. We know that some people 

attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday June 27th at St Maryôs Church. Join us if 

you can! 

Breaston Church es Together Lunch Club  

Dates for the August Lunch Club 3rd, 17th and 31st 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey 

participants to and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is 

held on alternate Fridays. Please contact Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can help. 
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CǊƻƳ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

L ŀƳ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
 

When I say that Iôm a Christian 

Iôm not shouting that I'm clean living, 

Iôm whispering that I was lost 

But now I'm found and forgiven. 

 

When I say that Iôm a Christian 

I don't speak of this with pride. 

Iôm confessing that I stumble 

And need Christ to be my guide. 

 

When I say that Iôm a Christian 

Iôm not trying to be strong 

Iôm professing that Iôm weak 

And need His strength to carry on. 

 

When I say that I'm a Christian 

Iôm not bragging of success. 

Iôm admitting I have failed 

And need God to clear my mess. 

 

When I say that Iôm a Christian 

Iôm not claiming to be perfect. 

My flaws are far too visible 

But God believes Iôm worth it. 

 

When I say that I'm a Christian 

I still feel the sting of pain. 

I have my share of heartaches, 

So I call upon His name. 

 

When I say that Iôm a Christian 

Iôm not holier than thou. 

Iôm just a simple sinner 

Whoôs received God's grace, somehow. 

 

Source unknown    
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aǳǎƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ 
 

Listen to the music 

Wherever you may be, 

It lifts and warms the heart and soul 

And sets the spirit free. 

It may be bright and cheerful 

Or quiet, soft and calm, 

But music is a special gift 

And spreads a healing balm. 

 

Don't ignore the music 

Of breezes, trees and birds, 

Of waterfalls and flowing tides 

And songs which have no words. 

The melody of morning, 

Or when the day is done. 

The music of the universe 

Is there for everyone 

 

By Iris Hesselden  

   

 

Both poems supplied by Thelma Mortimer 

 

  

IŜŀƭǘƘȅ !ǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ 
 

 
A healthy attitude is contagiousé  

 

but donôt wait to catch it from others. 

 

Be a carrier! 

 

Sir Tom Stoppard  
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Children and Youth  
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with 

an adult. COME AND JOIN US FOR CRAFTS, 

FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. Organised by 

Draycott Churches Together, we meet in 

Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of 

Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd 

Monday of each month from 3:30 ï 5:30 pm. 

August 13th theme: Activities on a Bible theme. 

For further information speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary 

Murden (01332 873388) 

{ŎƻǳǘǎΣ DǳƛŘŜǎΣ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ϧ wŀƛƴōƻǿǎ 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall 

on Mondays - For more information contact Brown 

Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. Contact 

Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15 pm in St Maryôs during 

term time. Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register 

online. 

1st Breaston Scout Group, Scout Hut on Blind Lane  

Beavers, aged 6 and 7, meet on a Thursday; Cubs, aged 8 to 10İ, meet on a 

Wednesday; Scouts, aged 10İ to 14, meet on a Monday. Helpers are always 

welcome ï Contact Angela Clarke on 07812 726988. 

9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall 

every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00 pm for children in school years 

3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. 

All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team at the end of each half 

term with the most points, win prizes for all its members. 

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25 pm and 

collect the children and then walk them back to the church hall. Parents simply 

come to the church hall at 5:00 pm to pick up their children. 
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If you know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, please 

email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form. 

 

Youth Caf® 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in the 

summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Both sessions run from 7ï8:30 pm. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

!ƭƛǾŜΗ 
Alive! is our monthly service designed and led by the 

youth with lively worship, guest speakers. You only 

have to be young at heart to come along!  

First Saturday of the month in the St. Michaelôs Church 

Hall at 7 pm 

 

 

¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the 

children can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the 

church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

 

 

Breaston Sunbeams Baby and 

Toddler Group meets on Mondays in 

term time 10:30-11:30 am in Breaston 

Methodist Church. Contact Annie Noble 

on 07595 351 582. 

Why not come and join Draycott Churches Together Mother, Baby & 

Toddler Group on Wednesday mornings 10:30-11:30 am (term time). at St 

Maryôs Hall, Draycott, sensory play, songs and stories, refreshments, free play, 

time to chat. For more information contact Ruth Pechey: 0115 972 6321 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

aŜŜǘΧ ¢ƘŜ tǊƻŘƛƎŀƭ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 
I have struggled with mental health problems for most of my life. I can remember 

being depressed from about the age of seven. My parents were good to me and 

took care of my physical needs well, but they were not able to care for my 

emotional problems. I cannot remember ever being told that I was loved or of 

being hugged or even receiving any encouragement. I have come to understand 

that my parents did not have any emotional support themselves, so were not 

able to pass it on to me. 

When my sister was born I was six and I can remember thinking to myself that 

I would never get my parents to love me now that she was around. To make 

matters worse, when I started school I was rejected by the other children, was 

very shy and called names because I had to wear glasses with a brown paper 

patch over my left eye. 

As I grew up I felt very lonely and isolated and became very depressed. At the 

age of fifteen, I tried to kill myself by walking in front of a car. After leaving 

hospital my Mum took me to the doctors who prescribed me antidepressants 

which I didnôt take and I was given no further help. 

At 19 I left home and ended up being raped by a man who told me he was a 

social worker. I blamed myself for this because I had allowed him to buy me 

some drink. Shortly after I met my husband to be, Mick, and five years later we 

got married in a Spiritualist Church that I had been attending in my search for 

the meaning of life. There was an emptiness in me that nothing could satisfy but 

getting drunk gave temporary relief. 

In September 1990 I enrolled 

myself on a Christian Basics Course at the Insight Christian Bookshop and 

during the course gave my life to Jesus. Initially, my life did improve as I started 

Washing the disciplesô feet 
Easter Journey 2016 

Full-size replica of the 
Garden Tomb in Jerusalem 

Easter Journey 2016 
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attending a church regularly and even stopped drinking for a few years but still 

struggled with depression and ended up drinking again. 

When I was 30 I had begun a platonic friendship with a woman, but this became 

unhealthy because we were co-dependent and both of us had problems. My 

Dad had passed away when I was 43 and my Mum was diagnosed with cancer 

a year later, my depression worsened, and I started drinking heavily. My 

relationship with my friend became very strained and I set fire to her 

summerhouse when I was very drunk and ended up getting put in prison for 

seven months. I was released in 2012 and started to attend St. Michaelôs church 

in Breaston as I had gone far away from God and needed to back my life back 

on track. There I met the same lady who had run the course I had attended in 

1990 and we started meeting up once a week and she helped me to understand 

myself and to re-establish my relationship with God. At the beginning of 2013 I 

made a promise to God that I would not drink again. Up to now, I havenôt had 

another drink; I still get tempted but God always helps me to overcome the 

temptation. I have also managed, with Godôs help, to give up smoking. Since I 

have started to remain close to God my emotional health has improved. I am 

thankful to God for all that He has given me and done for me: I get a lot of 

pleasure using the creative gifts He has given me and I want to give Him all the 

Glory for how He has made my life worth living! 

Karen Hickley 

 

Karen is a very talented artist and you may have seen some of her work around 
Breaston village (this display was for last monthôs Breaston in Bloom). It is 
amazing how God has turned her life around and brought healing and 
wholeness which has blessed her and many others. 

If you have a Good News story to share, please let us know. 
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DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
With all this dry weather most peopleôs gardens are looking somewhat tired, but 

thereôs no point stressing about it. When the rains eventually come and come 

they will, this is Britain after all, the lawns wonôt take too long to perk up. If youôre 

growing vegetables however then let them be your priorityé choose your 

battles at this time of year! 

Iôd normally say that itôs a good idea to take photos of your garden around now 

to see whatôs working and where any gaps areé but you may not want to do 

this unless you want proof of how dry these past few weeks have been! It still 

is a good idea though and if there are gaps, they can be temporarily filled using 

pots and planters. Then plan to grow something in the space later, either 

permanent planting or summer bedding. 

Bedding plants still need to be dead-headed to keep them flowering and 

watered preferably with recycled water. If your water butts are running on empty 

you can always use grey water, such as shower, bath and kitchen water, but 

not for edible crops. Usual rules apply, try not to splash the leaves and pour 

gently onto the compost itself. 

Hebes and lavenders can be lightly pruned after they have finished flowering 

as this will help to keep them compact and stop them from getting leggy. 

Whilst youôve got your secateurs out, you can also prune summer-flowering 

shrubs once the flowers have died back, unless however they also produce fruit 

in which case just remove the over-long vegetative growth. 

Once the lawns do start to recover, resist the temptation to cut them too short. 

If you raise the blade when you next cut, it will help to reduce stress for the lawn 

and give it a better chance of recovery. A little liquid feed, once recovery is 

underway, will help to improve vigour and also strengthen the roots. Itôs not a 

good idea to use lawn weedkiller in late summer, it will be more effective once 

the cooler and damper conditions come with the autumn. 

For training apples and pears, now is the time to tidy new growth, this will allow 

the sun to ripen the fruit and will help to ensure good fruit production next year. 

Remove any vigorous and upright growth completely and any growth over eight 

inches (20cm) cut back to approximately three leaves from the basal cluster. 

I hope you can enjoy this weather and take care when gardening in the sun, 

remember itôs not just the plants that have to maintain their fluid uptake. Happy 

gardening. 

Heather Taylor 
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{ǘŜǾŜƴϥǎ {ǘƻǊȅ 
Many of our readers will be aware of Steven Mortimerôs story from occasional 

updates from his grandmother, Thelma Mortimer, who attends Breaston 

Methodist Church. Stevenôs mother, Anita, is fund-raising to support three 

charities that have been instrumental in Stevenôs recovery from a serious brain 

injury after an accident 13 years ago. Here Anita describes some of what the 

family has been through since then. 

Take a moment to think back to 13 years ago: what you were doing? On March 

5th, 2005 Trevor, I and our son Steven (then 9), were out on a beautiful 

Australian summerôs day riding our bikes off for a picnic after a morning of 

cricket, Stevens's favourite sport. 

Thankfully Matthew (4) and Laura (15) were at home. How our 

perfect day changed in a split second. Without going into too 

much detail Steven had an accident which has left him with a 

catastrophic head injury, also known as an ABI (acquired brain 

injury). With a bleed on the front of his brain 4cm x 7cm, it was 

thought he would not survive. Our lives have never been the 

same since. Our young beautiful, perfect, talented son was 

gone, never to be the same again. He was placed in an induced 

coma and described as critical. We had him christened, we 

never left his side day or night, and family came from the other 

side of the world to say what they thought would be their goodbyes. 

But Steven fought on, we fought on, and 8 months later we took him home. We 

were devastated and broken and life focused on Steven almost 24/7. Laura and 

Matthew have been amazing with Steven, and have grown up to have a wider 

insight into a world of diversity and understanding of others around them and 

the respect that comes with that. 

Before Steven had his accident he was the fittest, 

most energetic and sporty kid I knew. But now he had 

to learn to do everything again: communicate, eat, 

drink, talk, move, and walk. Initially, he couldn't even 

hold his head up. He was turned in bed regularly, tube 

fed and confined to a wheelchair.  

We had been in Australia for 18 months. We had 

settled down, made friends and were enjoying our new 

life. We had never known anyone who had a disabled 

son or daughter; we were in a different world now. 

Dealing with hospitals, doctors, specialists, therapists, solicitors, all part of a 
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world that was alien to us. We came back to the 

UK in 2009 and needed all the help we could get. 

Steven was now 13, still in need of special help 

and care to live his life. Steven is the strong-willed 

22-year-old man he is today because of so many 

wonderful people he has met and the places he 

has been. He will never recover completely, but 

we still love and respect him and encourage him 

in his place within the community. In some 

respects, Steven has been lucky as he has had 

funding through an insurance company for his 

therapies etc 

But others are not so fortunate, which is why we 

have chosen to raise money for three charities to 

try to help others with similar issues to lead a 

happier, more bearable life. We owe a lot to the 

different companies and people that have helped Steven along the way. Step-

A-Side in Coleford, Gloucestershire have been Stevenôs main care company 

since we have been in the UK. They have helped us and Steven through many 

trying times and put us in touch with others who have also helped.  

Our first charity is The Chamwell 

Centre (Registered Charity Number 

1162321) based at The Milestone 

School in Longlevens, Gloucester, which became Steven's secondary school. 

The hydrotherapy pool in school is way past its best and needs replacing. The 

aim is for The Chamwell Centre to be a gold-standard unique enterprise, a 

centre which could become a nationwide model. November 2017 saw the 

completion of Phase 1 (new playground, all ability play area and car park). 

Phase 2 (the building) will commence in Summer 2018 and hopefully be fully 

up and running by September 2019. 

Our second charity, Headway 

Gloucester, helped Steven as a 

young adult. After many hard years 

of fundraising, Headway Gloucestershire acquired their own building and 

moved into it in 2012. A therapeutic space in the garden would be a welcome 

addition. They are seeking revenue funding to enable them to recruit an activity 

leader who would consult and collaborate with the Headway community to 

design and deliver such an outside space. This may include raised beds to grow 

food, a sensory garden, a summerhouse, reinforced access for wheelchairs, 

levelled space for games and activities, and displays from their woodwork, 

pottery and arts activities. 
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Finally, The National Star (www.nationalstar.org), where 

Steven has spent the last three years of his life, is raising 

money for a small sensory room within a newly converted 

residential unit on its Ullenwood campus. This will create an 

environment that is interactive and immersive for the young 

people with complex disabilities who will use it. Working with specialist staff, 

including speech and language and occupational therapists, the sensory room 

will help them to learn to communicate more effectively, work with others, learn 

how to make eye contact, learn about cause and effect, make choices and 

decisions, manage their own emotions, interact with others and the world 

around them, develop sensory awareness, and try new experiences. 

Thank you for taking the time to read 

Stevenôs Story. I hope none of you 

ever have to go through what we 

have had to as a family. Believe me, 

itôs not a battle anyone would want to 

take on. However, without these 

three institutions, it would have been 

even harder. Please take a moment 

of your time to thank your lucky stars 

this story was not yours. 

If you would like to help improve the lives of others who are not as privileged as 

you, go to mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/anitamortimer. Thank you. 

The Mortimer Family 

/ƻƻƭ /ŀǘǎ 
A Message from Derby & District Cats Protection  

Warmer weather has arrived so here are some tips to keep your cat cool: 

¶ Provide plenty of shaded areas for your cat 

¶ Place fans around the house 

¶ Freeze a bottle of water and wrap it in a towel and put it in your catôs bed 

¶ Place water bowls away from food bowls 

¶ Avoid plastic bowls ï use glass, metal or ceramic 

¶ Use a large bowl with a big surface area 

¶ Keep the water topped up so that your cat doesnôt have to put its head in 

the bowl 

¶ Place water bowls in different places around the house 

Sylvia, Branch Volunteer 
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L wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ²ƘŜƴΧ 
Following on from the 

success of my recent 

publications shown 

here I am currently 

looking for stories for 

a third book of 

reminiscences. 

This time I am 

focusing on 

SAWLEY, 

BREASTON, 

DRAYCOTT, 

RISLEY and SANDIACRE 

If you or anyone you know has any memories of people, places, events, church, 

school or work experiences etc relating to these places that you would like to 

share please contact me. 

Julia Powell (07804 942 589) 

¢ƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎ  
The Village Singers are inviting new members (ladies and men) for their new 

season starting in September. We meet on Thursdays from 7:30 to 9:00 at St. 

Michael's Church Hall, Breaston. Our practices are informal and fun, and we 

sing songs from musicals such as West Side Story and Les Mis®rables, also 

folk songs, Christmas carols and seasonal ballads. It is well known that singing 

in a group can relieve anxiety and stress, as well as exercising the lungs and 

heart, so why not join us? It will be good for your health!!  

Anyone interested is welcome to sit in at our practices - come along on any 

Thursday and just enjoy the singing. For more information contact Jan 

Wilkinson on (01332) 872753 or email janw105@btinternet.com. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.publicdomainpictures.net/pictures/130000/velka/musical-notes.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.publicdomainpictures.net/en/view-image.php?image%3D127060%26picture%3Dmusical-notes&docid=TTW2VovJQbEwGM&tbnid=oXAd0J0_e8BbXM:&vet=10ahUKEwim0v2zp_7bAhXKB8AKHRmIDfoQMwj_ASgcMBw..i&w=1920&h=724&bih=618&biw=1366&q=music%20notes&ved=0ahUKEwim0v2zp_7bAhXKB8AKHRmIDfoQMwj_ASgcMBw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Events   
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Contacts  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund     Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson  01332 872615 

   alesi4@sky.com  

 

 

Would you like your groupôs contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 7) 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07999 584 433 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 
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