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Would you like to feel more in control, less stressed, be 

kinder to yourself and improve your relationships with 

others? 

Why not join a Mindfulness у {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻǳǊǎŜΧ 

Wednesday evenings 7.30 ς 9.00pm 

Weds 25th April 2018 ς Weds 20th June 2018 (no session on 30th May) 

Breaston Parish Council Room 

This course is CPD Accredited 

£199.00 (including a booklet with guidance & a free App) 

Contact Emma (fully qualified Mindfulness Teacher); 

emma@presentmind.org.uk      07971 153790 
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Thought for  the month  
Gardening goodness  

The kiss of the sun for pardon, 

  The song of the birds for mirth, 

One is nearer God's heart in a garden, 

  Than anywhere else on earth. 

 Dorothy Frances Gurney 

After a long, cold winter I really appreciate being able to go out into the garden 

again and start getting it ready for the summer. There is something therapeutic 

and spiritual about working alongside nature in the garden: a sense of being at 

one with Godôs creation.  

I recently read an article about an American lady called Anne Symens-Bucher 

who felt that there were connections between poverty, racism and violence, and 

environmental destruction.  So she and her husband, Terry, founded Canticle 

Farm, a Christian community, with the aim of promoting peace and non-violence 

right in the middle of one of the most violent run-down blocks in the country, in 

a dense urban area east of San Francisco. 

The farm developed slowly, but after several months, they had fifteen 

community members living in five houses, and they removed the boundaries 

between the properties to make one large garden, growing vegetables, fruit 

trees, flowers, and native plants. There is a greenhouse, a small pond, and a 

chicken coup. Anne believes that ñwhen we took down the fences between our 

yards, we were also taking down the fences in our hearts. Thatôs when we really 

began to know and love our neighbours and make peace with one another. At 

the centre was the garden. Mother Earth was transforming us.ò 

Then they reached out to their neighbours and invited them to lunch and to help 

out with the organic garden. They also offered them seeds to start their own 

gardens. As they got to know their neighbours and heard their concerns, they 

began afternoon programs on various practical items such as cooking, growing 

medicinal plants, and making herbal medicines. Every Sunday afternoon they 

offer a free farmersô market and people come with grocery bags, wagons and 

carts to fill up on local, organic produce. But more importantly, it has become a 

place of gathering for the whole community. 

The project has had a positive effect on the area as neighbours have been 

inspired to start their own gardens and the neighbourhood has been 

transformed from a place of violence and environmental neglect to a place of 

peace and beauty. 

Here, thousands of miles away in the villages of Breaston and Draycott, we are 

very fortunate to live in places where that same community spirit has been 
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strengthened in recent years through the Draycott Village Fund and Breaston 

Community Forum, and residents of both villages take pride in caring for the 

environment and for each other.  

This summer we can once again look forward to enjoying the beauty of Godôs 

creation in our villages as the Breaston Bloomers and Draycott Dibbers 

compete in the Britain in Bloom competition. We wish both villages success in 

this venture, but whatever the outcome, we are all winners because everyone 

can enjoy the fruits of their efforts as our villages are transformed by such 

beautiful floral displays. 

What greater inspiration can we have for giving thanks to God our creator than 

the beauty of nature around us. 

Revôd Maria Przeslawski 

±ŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 

 

Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin 

not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory 

was not arrayed like one of these. 

(Luke 12:27 KJV) 
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{ǘƛƭƭ {ǇŀŎŜ 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Be Still  

Looking out of my study window, I can see our small 

garden pond.  It looks good from up here, be-decked at 

the moment with a profusion of golden-yellow, buttercup-

like flowers and backed by the nodding pink of the 

Bleeding heart. Closer inspection gives a different 

picture, however. There is a problem with blanket weed 
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and work is needed in fishing out fallen debris and rocks that have tumbled off 

the shelf into the depths. It means delving around in thick, smelly mud, churning 

the water into an unattractive brown soup. Iôm afraid Iôve still done nothing about 

it and keep putting it off.  

It reminds me of a story from the Desert Fathers: those ascetic Christians of the 

fourth and fifth centuries, who set up isolated monastic communities out in the 

deserts of Egypt in their attempts to draw closer to God.  

In the story, three idealistic young friends set out to make a difference in the 

world. The first decides to work towards peace and reconciliation, the second 

to heal the sick while the third seeks solitude and silence.  Years pass. The 

first friend finds it impossible to resolve all the hostilities between peoples. He 

becomes exhausted and disillusioned and seeks out his medical friend only to 

find that he too is quite worn out. Sound familiar? Together they visit the third 

friend, the hermit, who quietly listens to them, then pours muddy water in a 

bowl and tells them to watch. Slowly, slowly, the murky water clears, and the 

friends begin to see their own faces reflected as in a mirror.  

The Desert Fathers wouldnôt be surprised at the pace of life today or the toll it 

takes on us. They were well aware that being so busy and striving to achieve 

more and more stirs up dark moods and tensions, robbing us of peace. Itôs good 

to work hard, good to help others but to know ourselves truly and recognise 

what is of real value in our lives requires time out to relax, listen and be 

ourselves. ñBe still and know that I am God,ò says Psalm 46. There is no better 

prescription for finding balance and meaning in life than this. 

 April McIntyre, Reader, St. Michaelôs Church, Breaston 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on 

behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by 

Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, Derby, 

DE72 3DX, or see details on page 31. 

 

/ƻǇȅ 5ŀȅ 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to 

be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will 

have to be held over. 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
ñWindsorò seems to a particularly hot topic at the moment. In this issue we 

celebrate Molly Windsorôs BAFTA award as leading actress for her appearance 

as the lead in BBCôs mini-series Three Girls. Molly is a local girl, granddaughter 

of former Parish Council chairman Mike Clulow. You may well recognise her 

from her appearances behind the counter in Andersonôs on Blind Lane in 

Breaston! Also starring in Three Girls was Liv Hill, from Draycott. She too was 

nominated for a BAFTA (as support actress). So thatôs two BAFTA-nominated 

actresses from our villages. How amazing is that? You can read more on page 

22. 

Another reason for Windsorôs prominence is, of course, the royal wedding in 

May. Two Breaston residents were invited to be part of the crowd within the 

walls of Windsor Castle to watch the proceedings, and to cheer the royal couple 

as they emerged from St. Georgeôs Chapel. Read all about it on page 21.   

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 

±ƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΗ 
 

Breaston and Draycott are doing us proud 

Letôs tell everyone and shout it out loud. 

They make our flower beds a spectacular sight 

The Bloomers and Dibbers get it so right 

With scarecrows, Galaôs and Picnics in the Park 

The joy that these bring surely leave their mark. 

The community Spirit is filling the air 

Itôs helping people to know that we care 

So letôs give thanks to those working so hard 

By sending donations and a thank you card! 

 

Daisy May    
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Breaston Village News  

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ Dŀƭŀ ς тǘƘ aŀȅ 
A warm sunny Bank Holiday 

weekend in early May ï who would 

have believed it after the winter 

weôve had? But thatôs exactly what 

we got. The day dawned bright and 

clear, and the sun shone done as 

everything was being set up. After a 

short delay the Gala was opened by 

Erewash Mayor, Cllr Mary 

Hopkinson. The principal feature this 

year was a return of the Dako Flying 

Angels. These young lads are based 

on the other side of Nottingham, and 

their performance fully warranted the 

word ñflyingò in their name. The height they reached, and the acrobatics, were 

truly thrilling.  

The Breaston Highlanders and the Nottingham Boys 

& Girls Brigade bands entertained us with their 

marching displays. DynamicMotif dance troupe made 

their first appearance at the Gala, and Firfield pupils 

excelled at their maypole dancing. 

Unfortunately the model railway was unable to attend 

this year as the engines are out of commission (we 

should have a railway at next yearôs event, all being 

well). In its place was a huge inflatable obstacle 

course which kept children 

amused for ages. In addition to 

the other inflatables such as 

the bouncy castle, this year 

Electric Rainbow brought a 

rodeo horse ï riding a bucking 

bronco is not as easy as you 

might think! 

There was the usual array of 

food stalls ïtea and cake in the Churches Together tea tent, burgers from the 

Scouts, sandwiches form Hoggs Bistro, jacket potatoes, pizzas from a wood-

Chairman Jean Lupton (right) presents 
flowers to Erewash Mayor Cllr Mary 

Hopkinson 

Breaston Highlanders 
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fired oven, donuts and speciality coffees, and (new this year) crepes and 

strawberries. 

Together with loads of stalls for the crowds to look at, including exotic animals 

by Bugs ónô Bones, everyone seemed to really enjoy the day. 

This year was our final year in harness as chairman and secretary/site manager, 

after several years running the Gala with the help of the committee. We hope 

you have enjoyed the Gala and the way it has gradually developed. We feel that 

it is time to hand over, to encourage fresh ideas. If you would like to be involved, 

please contact us at chairman@breastongala.org.uk or on (01332) 874170. 

Jean Lupton (Chairman) and Jonathan Lupton (Secretary and Site Manager) 

Dog Show  

The Mayday Gala had arrived again in Breaston, Derbyshire & it was a fabulous 

sunny day. There was a lot of hustle & bustle as people began to set up for the 

event.  

The dog show area needed setting up 

ready for the registration to commence. 

This year the categories were puppy, 

small breed, medium breed, large/giant 

breed, waggiest tail (2 classes), scruffiest 

& most obedient. 

At 10:30 am the first entries arrived to 

sign up, one by one the lists for each 

category increased. A small fee was 

charged & all the monies raised are to be donated to the Dogs Trust. A goody 

bag with various items donated by pet product manufactures was given to each 

entry.  

A good number of dogs were registered, 

and everyone was thrilled with their goody 

bags. This raised Ã60 for the Dogs Trust at 

Loughborough. Numbers were slightly 

down due to the very hot weather which 

meant some people chose not to bring their 

dogs. 

Once the two judges had seen all of the 

dogs they had to pick a shortlist & then 1st, 

2nd & 3rd places were decided. Each 

winner was awarded a rosette and a prize 

which had been donated by various pet 

product/food manufactures.  
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Best in Show was held with the winner of each class; the judges had a tricky 

decision to make as to which of the eight dogs would be awarded the Best in 

Show title. A trophy cup was presented to the 

winner and the second and third places received a 

trophy. In all it was another well attended event.  

A big thank you to all our sponsors (Victoria 

Vintage Tearooms, Hoggs Bistro and Lanes farm) 

and many various pet manufactures for their 

generous contributions. 

Catherine Barber 

 
The main activity in the last month or so has been the planting of the willow 

tunnel on Duffield Close. This seems to be growing well, and once it has 

become established it should be great fun for children to walk (or crawl) through! 

But thatôs not all ï there has been extensive work on the Butterfly Garden (on 

your left as you enter Duffield Close from The Green). 

Have you noticed the transformed railings and border near 

Marlborough Road? With some hard work, donated undercoat 

and recycled top coat, the result is magnificent! 

Our stall at the Gala was taking entries for the Plant Pot 

Trail (which is happening on Spring Bank Holiday 

Sunday). We should have a report and photos in next 

monthôs magazine. We were also selling our shopping 

bags to help raise funds for this yearôs Britain in Bloom 

competition. You can buy these from Dundas and the Co-

op in Breaston. If you bling your bag, send a photo to the 

Breaston in Bloom facebook page! 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ CƭƻǿŜǊ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 
Judi Cripps demonstration ôVariations on a themeõ 

The theme that Judi Cripps had chosen was quite apt as it reflected her practice 

of adapting what she demonstrated as she went along! 

A surprise element came with the announcement of expected audience 

participation. A number of quiz questions in between each arrangement added 

much laughter and entertainment to the evening. 
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The first design was embedded in a seed tray full of homely garden tools. Spring 

Flowers were grouped and randomly placed amongst box, arum and Hellebore 

leaves. 

Next, a ceramic pot in brown and dark green housed orchids added for extra 

flair to a variety of twigs, foliage and flowers. 

And then, a white and green design of Verbena and 

encircling Calla Lilies and Vinca was followed by a 

rustic, traditional arrangement using mottled bracken, 

velvety dark brown hypericum and sturdy stems of 

yellowy orange Roses. Sunflowers created line whilst 

Gold Hearted Ivy and yellow veined Fatsia leaves 

created drama against a structure of hop rings. 

A spiky arrangement atop a grey garden urn finished 

the evening. The fluffy foliage of the bamboo created 

a perfect backdrop for the lime green of Bells of Ireland and Hellebore. Delicate 

pink Flox and cream Roses set amidst crimson Stocks brought the piece to life. 

Elaine Bainbridge on behalf of Breaston Flower Circle 

Date of next meetings: 

¶ 26th June, 7:30 pm, óBon Voyageô Jo Smith in Breaston Methodist Hall 

¶ 24th July 7:30 pm óCut, Grow, Arrangeô Jonathan Moseley in the Duchess 

Theatre, Long Eaton,  

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ DƻƻŘ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ {ŎƘŜƳŜ 

Do you sometimes need a helping hand or a lift to the doctor or somewhere 

else? The Good Neighbour Scheme can help with things like that. Simply ring 

07821 657 684 and leave a message. We normally get back to you within a few 

hours to arrange the details with you. 

tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ bŜǿǎ 
Duffield Close paths  

Work continues on the maintenance of the paths on Duffield 

Close thank you for your patience whilst this work is being 

completed. The paths were getting quite uneven and there 

were many puddles during wet weather which made 

crossing the field tricky! 

Sensory Garden  

Residents will also notice that the raised bed in the Sensory Garden has been 

replaced as the wood had rotted away and was getting quite dangerous the 

finished job looks splendid. 
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MUGA lights  

Residents of Rectory Road will be aware that the timing on the flood lights on 

the Multi-Use Games Area is out of sync. The Parish Clerk is dealing with the 

issue and is awaiting delivery of a key to access the timer box. 

Community l itter pick  

Do you love Breaston? Then do come along 

and join in our Community Litter Pick on 

Saturday 20th June. Meet at 10 am by the 

Parish Rooms on Blind Lane. Hi-vis jackets, 

grabbers and bags are all provided. 

Breaston 2019 Calendar  

As previously advertised, the Parish Council 

is organising a Photographic Competition for 

the 2019 Breaston Calendar. There will be 3 

categories of entry; Children up to 12 years 

of age: Teenagers up to 17 years and Adults 

from 18 years upward. 

Entry forms can be obtained from Dundas, 

the Co-Op, Andersons, GoLocal, Chequers 

and the Parish Council Meeting Room, and entry fee is Ã1: The closing date is 

10 August 2018, and judging will take place shortly after. A monetary prize will 

be awarded to the winners of each category, whom the judges have considered 

worthy to be included in the Breaston Calendar. 

/ƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
The Falls Clinic  

On Mondays at 11:00 am for about one hour in the Methodist Church Hall and 

is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they were and need 

to keep joints and muscles moving.  The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly 

and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. The 

group leader is Jo and should anyone require more information, she can be 

contacted on 07794 157 766. 

Breaston Evergreen Club  

for the over 60s held at the Breaston Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane every 

Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 

When not out on trips we play bingo, box games, dominoes have raffles and 

talks on various things of interest, like the PDSA, fire safety, etc... So why not 

come and join our friendly club. For more details, please call club secretary 

Malcolm on 0115 946 1430 or 07754 409 443. 
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Draycott Village News  

{ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
St Georgeôs Day (23rd April) is the day to celebrate the patron saint of England. 

It was a major feast and national holiday in England on a par with Christmas 

from the early 15th century. This tradition had waned by the end of the 18th 

century after the union of England and Scotland. Nevertheless the link with St 

George appears to be increasing gradually. 

On the 21st April St Maryôs in Draycott celebrated in style. Gary and Diane 

Dundas and team organised a superb evening in the church hall. The hall and 

the tables were ablaze with Union Jacks, we were served with a traditional roast 

beef dinner followed by a choice of pudding: it was superb! This was followed 

by singing Land of Hope and Glory, Jerusalem and other well-known favourites, 

flags were flying, and the atmosphere was amazing. St. George was there too, 

looking good for his age! A big thankyou to everyone involved in organising this 

occasion, it was a wonderful evening. 

Pat Baker 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ CǳƴŘ 
Come and enjoy the gardens of Draycott on the weekend of 23rd and 24th June. 

Get some inspiration for your own garden, or simply be lost in admiration at the 

efforts of others! There will be refreshments, plant and craft stalls, and plenty to 

see. See the advertisement on page 25. 

Whatõs happening on the DVF facebook page? 

In case you donôt do facebook, hereôs a quick summary of some of the things 

that people have contributed to the page during May: 

¶ Yard Sale: This featured prominently, with lots of people wanting to get 

involved ï even if they had missed the deadline for getting onto the map! 

The money raised has bought some much-needed equipment at the 

Island Project in Derby (the DVF Charity of the Year). One comment said 

ñYou just have to love our special village! What an amazing yard sale 

day!ò And another: ñA massive thank you to all those who took part in 

todayôs yard sale - setting up stalls, selling maps, browsing for bargains... 

you made the day what it was. Oh and of course the sunshine!ò 

¶ New village sign: ñA huge thank you to the anonymous person for their 

generous donation towards the new village sign. Without the support of 

Draycott residents the Draycott Village Fund wouldnôt be able to do the 

work we do. Thank youò 
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¶ The DVF noticeboard is really coming 

togetheré 

¶ Flags: they went up on 12th May, with 

several enquiries about where to get 

hold of flags and flagpoles. Great to 

see people getting involved! 

¶ Draycott bags: there seems to be a bit 

of friendly competition developing to 

see who can photograph their 

Draycott bag in the most unlikely ï or 

furthest away ï places. Blackpool 

Tower seems to be favourite at the momenté until you look at the 

Draycott in Bloom page and see a phot of one in Venice! 

¶ Picnic in the Park: This is happening on Sunday 10th June 12ï4 pm, and 

lots of people have been enquiring about stalls. Karen Houldsworth is the 

person to contact. 

¶ Street signs: some ñbeforeò and ñafterò photos of some of the cast iron 

street signs that have been refurbished. Have you got a street sign in 

poor condition attached to your property? Email a photo to the Green 

Space & Street Scene Team at parks@ erewash.gov.uk so it can be 

considered for refurbishment.  

 

¢Ŝŀ ǿƛǘƘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
óTea with friendsô meet on the second and fourth Mondays of the month at St. 

Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott, 2ï4 pm for tea, coffee, cakes, presentations, 

quizzes and of course, bingo. All are welcome. Just Ã2 per person. For 

enquiries, contact Jane Brown via email at janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk. Next 

meeting is 14th May (Presentation by D&W History Group)   

 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƛƭƴŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō 
Senior Citizens Party 2018  

Church Wilne Rotary Clubôs annual senior citizens tea party was held on 

Saturday 12th May at Sawley Church Hall when well over 90 guests from the 

area enjoyed an afternoon of good food, drinks, dancing and musical 

entertainment. 

John Gregory was in charge of the many passengers collected by coach and 

with club Rotarians collecting the remainder by car. 
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They all tucked into the wide variety of quality food and drinks. Musical 

entertainment was provided throughout the afternoon by Clive Allen with 

support by vocalist Leslie. Singing along with Clive is always popular at this 

event and after the feast dancing the calories away was enjoyed by many. 

At the end of the party, all the guests went 

home with plants and many memories of a 

happy afternoon spent with old and new 

friends. 

Church Wilne President Adrian Perkins 

thanked John Gregory putting the event 

together and also for the valued support of 

the many members of his Rotary Club 

along the Inner Wheel Club of Church 

Wilne. 

Ray Terry 

 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ !ƛŘ ²ŜŜƪ ƛƴ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ  
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way during Christian Aid Week.  We 

will let you know the total amount raised in the July magazine. 

 

/ƻƴŎŜǊǘ 
The Spirit of Community present 

 

Long Eaton Silver Prize Band 
in Concert 

 

Saturday 23rd June 

7.30pm St Maryôs Church Draycott 

 

Tickets Ã10 

 

In aid of the Hall Restoration Fund 

Refreshments and Bar available. 
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Church News  

wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
St. Michael õs, Breaston  

Every Sunday  8:45 Holy Communion 

  10:15 Celebration Service (2nd Sunday: All-Age) 

2nd & 4th Sundays 6:30 Evensong 

Every Wednesday  10:00 am Prayer Meeting 

2:30 pmï3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday  10:30 amïNoon Church open 

Every Thursday  9:30 am Holy Communion 

First Sunday  7:30 pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer and 

Praise at the Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday  7:30 pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15 pm Julian Meeting in The Well at Andersons, 

Blind Lane. 

St. Maryõs, Draycott & St. Chadõs, Church Wilne 

1st Sunday  10:30 United Service at Draycott Methodists 

2nd Sunday  10:30 Family Communion 

3rd Sunday  10:30 All-Age Worship 

4th Sunday  10:30 Holy Communion 

1st & 3rd Sundays  6:30 Evensong (at Wilne during summer time) 

1st Saturday  10ï11:30 am Coffee Morning in the Church Hall 

Draycott Methodist Church  

1st Sunday  10:30 United Service 

2nd Sunday  10:30 Caf® Service (see below) 

3rd Sunday  10:30 All-Age Worship at St. Maryôs 

4th Sunday  10:30 Morning Service 

Every Sunday  6:00 Evening Service 

2nd Monday  3:30ï5:30 pm Messy Church 

Cafe Services 

Church ï but not as you know it! On the second Sunday morning of each month, 

we have a different sort of óChurchô in Draycott. Informal, sitting with friends 

around tables. 

¶ Tea & coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Cafe Church ï Sunday June 10th at 10:30 am led by Rev Colin Emerson  
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ bŜǿǎ 
We offer sincere Birthday Greetings to Rae Atkinson on 29th May.  This very 

dear lady is no longer able to worship with us as she is a great age and very 

frail. However, she is an inspiration to all our members. 

DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Draycott Churches Together Praying for Draycott  

Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all.  If you 

have a concern for all the people who live or work in Draycott then you are 

welcome to join us at any time between 12.00 ï 1.00 p.m.  We know that some 

people attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday June 27th at St Maryôs Church.  Join us if 

you can! 

Breaston Churches Tog ether Lunch Club  

Dates for the June Lunch Club 8th and 22nd 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey 

participants to and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is 

held on alternate Fridays. Please contact Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can help. 

{ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ wŜπƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ 
As you probably know, there are plans to re-order the interior of St. Michaelôs 

Church. Weôll be installing much better heating and a better sound system and 

replacing the pews with chairs. This will make the building much better suited 

to hosting all types of meetings, not just services, such as concerts and 

community gatherings with seating in a variety of different arrangements. 

As part of this work, we 

will be removing the 

pulpit which was donated 

ñby the loving bequest of 

Constance Henrietta 

Whitehouseò in 1945. A 

stone plaque with details 

of the gift will remain in 

place. If any member of 

the donorôs family is interested in the pulpit, please contact Chris Smedley (see 

page 31) or one of the churchwardens. The lectern will remain in the church. 
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Children and Youth  
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with 

an adult. COME AND JOIN US FOR CRAFTS, 

FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. Organised by 

Draycott Churches Together, we meet in 

Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of 

Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd 

Monday of each month from 3:30 ï 5:30 pm. 

June 11th theme: Activities on a Bible theme. 

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden 

(01332 873388) 

{ŎƻǳǘǎΣ DǳƛŘŜǎΣ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ϧ wŀƛƴōƻǿǎ 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall 

on Mondays - For more information contact Brown 

Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. Contact 

Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15 pm in St Maryôs during 

term time. Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register 

online. 

1st Breaston Scout Group, Scout Hut on Blind Lane  

Beavers, aged 6 and 7, meet on a Thursday; Cubs, aged 8 to 10İ, meet on a 

Wednesday; Scouts, aged 10İ to 14, meet on a Monday. Helpers are always 

welcome ï Contact Angela Clarke on 07812 726988. 

9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall 

every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00 pm for children in school years 

3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. 

All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team at the end of each half 

term with the most points, win prizes for all its members. 

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25 pm and 

collect the children and then walk them back to the church hall. Parents simply 

come to the church hall at 5:00 pm to pick up their children. 
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If you know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, please 

email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form. 

 

Youth Caf® 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in the 

summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Both sessions run from 7ï8:30 pm. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

!ƭƛǾŜΗ 
Alive! is our monthly service designed and led by the 

youth with lively worship, guest speakers. You only 

have to be young at heart to come along!  

First Saturday of the month in the St. Michaelôs Church 

Hall at 7 pm 

 

 

¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the 

children can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the 

church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

 

 

Breaston Sunbeams Baby and 

Toddler Group meets on Mondays in 

term time 10:30-11:30 am in Breaston 

Methodist Church. Contact Annie Noble 

on 07595 351 582. 

Why not come and join Draycott Churches Together Mother, Baby & 

Toddler Group on Wednesday mornings 10:30-11:30 am (term time). at St 

Maryôs Hall, Draycott, sensory play, songs and stories, refreshments, free play, 

time to chat. For more information contact Ruth Pechey: 0115 972 6321 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com


 21 

 

Articles  

! wƻȅŀƭ ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ LƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
It was at the beginning of April when an email out of the blue had me pinching 

myself. It was from the Derbyshire Lieutenancy Office recommending me for an 

invitation to the public sector of Prince Harry & Meghan Markleôs wedding on 

Saturday May 19th. For a little while, I kept as quiet as possible about it as a 

recommendation to me is just that, but waiting for the information and ticket of 

confirmation was nail biting! In the meantime, I booked a (nice) hotel, a taxi to 

get us to the Castle, bought a new complete ensemble, including a hat and my 

ñplus oneò obviously David, my husband, even splashed out on a new suit, shirt 

and tie! He though had been able to wear it to a friendôs daughterôs wedding the 

previous week, so the cost per wear was halved, but as we ladies will 

understand, I needed two outfits. 

The actual day arrived and 

everything went really well as the 

weather was just perfect. We 

queued for nearly an hour to get in 

the Castle grounds and staked our 

pitch across from the Galilee 

Archway, where all the Royals 

entered. Guests started arriving 

from 9:30 and all walked down the 

hill across from us so we had 

fantastic views of it all. The groom 

looked a little apprehensive which 

proved to be the case later as he 

shed a few tears in the ceremony, 

but the bride was stunning and the 

simplicity of the dress (if Ã100,000 

classes as simple) truly suited her 

fresh dynamic approach to 

becoming a Royal.  

The whole day was one I shall 

never ever forget, and although 

watching it on television was obviously more informative, it is true that the 

atmosphere and the sense of occasion was truly moving. It appears that there 

has been a slight shift with this marriage to previous ones and Harry & Meghan 

should be able to build on what his brother has started and in fact they will fast 

become the Firmôs Fab Four. 

Chrissie Booth 

Chrissie Booth with husband Dave Down 
in Thames St, Windsor 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ǎǘŀǊǎ 
We are so honoured to have two world famous young actresses in our midst. 

They are Molly Windsor (20) from Breaston and Liv Hill (18) from Draycott who 

both appeared in Three Girls and were at the BAFTAôs last week in London. 

Molly won a BAFTA for Leading Actress 

and Liv was nominated for Best Supporting 

Actress. 

Molly started her acting career when she 

was 8 or 9 years old and joined a local 

drama school in Nottingham formerly 

known as RAMA but now called the Talent 

First Organisation which is run by Martin 

Arrowsmith and Rachael Pacey. Molly still 

attends the group when she can and fully 

supports them. Liv joined the group later: 

both are very proud to have been members 

as they were given the best start they could 

possibly have had for their acting careers. 

Molly had her first lead role as Lucy in The 

Unloved, which won a BAFTA in 2010. She 

went on to play Margaret Humphreyôs 

daughter in Oranges and Sunshine which was about the Nottingham social 

worker who uncovered the scandal of the children that were sent to Australia 

during the 1940ôs. Molly was announced as a Breakthrough Brit in October last 

year. 

Liv has appeared in three films, The Flight, The Little Stranger and The Jellyfish 

plus BBCôs Reclaim and Three Girls. 

She was in the running for best 

supporting actress, again for her 

appearance in Three Girls. A shame 

that she couldnôt join Molly on the 

winnersô podium: the award went to 

Vanessa Kirby for her role as Princess 

Margaret in The Crown. 

So we have some amazing talent in our 

midst, and we look forward to following 

them as they continue to climb ever 

higher with their amazing talents. 

Jean Lupton 

Watch Molly receive her BAFTA: www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_Hs5warU78 

Molly with Sean Bean 
(Leading actor winner) 

Three Girls 
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DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ WǳƴŜ 
Well, May has been a superb month for sunshine and warmthé and most 

welcome it has been too. Nature is on catch-up and everythingôs all happening 

at once, and as we tend to enjoy entertaining in our gardens more and more, 

we want them to look good, so here are a few tips to help out. 

In this lovely hot weather donôt forget to make sure 

all hanging baskets and containers are kept well-

watered. They can soon dry out, especially in 

shallower pots so a good soaking will do them the 

world of good. For maximum benefit do this first 

thing in the morning or last thing at night, this 

reduces water loss by evaporation. Container 

plants, especially bedding will also appreciate a diluted liquid feed, doing this 

little and often will have more effect than sporadic feedingé bit like we humans 

really, little and often! Just one thing, try not to let the feed touch the leaves as 

this will scorch them, especially in the hot sunshine. If you have a greenhouse 

then apply some shading to prevent your plants inside getting scorched. These 

come in a variety of guises, from paint-on ones to actual screens. 

With the warmth and all this luscious new growth, aphids are out in abundance. 

Look out for them especially on new growth and buds. They suck the sap and 

drain the life blood, so to speak from new growth in particular, and this can 

cause plants to not flower properly and distort their appearance. Aphids come 

in a variety of colours, green, grey, brown and black, but all cause similar 

destruction.  

If the infestation is not heavy, then simply squidging them with your fingers and 

thumb will work provided you take care not to crush the plant. If a plant is 

covered though then there are many bug sprays on the market which will 

suffice. Again, care needs to be taken when spraying: donôt spray in the heat of 

the day, or on windy days ï you donôt want it blowing back on you. Also we have 

to be mindful of beneficial insects that can be harmed by these, so try to use 

them sparingly if you can. 

After the spring flowering shrubs have finished flowering, many can now be 

pruned back a little. Removing any dead, diseased or crossing branches and 

over-congested ones can be thinned out. 

Later in the month, hardy geraniums can be cut back and given a little liquid 

feed, this will encourage a fresh flush of flowers and foliage...and thatôs not easy 

to say after a gin and tonicélater in the season. 

Seems like thereôs a lot to be done, but enjoy the richness of your garden this 

month and hopefully a lot more lovely weather. 
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Heather Taylor 
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Iƻƴƪ WǊΗ 
HONK! Jr. is a delightful adaptation of the Hans 

Christian Anderson beloved fable, The Ugly 

Duckling.  Adapted for young performers, it is a 

heart-warming celebration of a story that is sure 

to delight audiences of all ages with its humour, 

charm and inspiring score - witty and funny, but 

also deeply moving.   

Following on from their successful February 

2018 production of Guys and Dolls, the group 

are well into rehearsals for HONK Jr. with their 

usual commitment and enthusiasm.  Everyone 

involved with LEOS Youth Group would really 

appreciate your support so, if you have an 

evening free, please do come along.   

Tickets are on sale now priced Ã8 & Ã7 (concessions Saturday Matinee only) 

and are available from: 

www.duchess-theatre.com booking fee applies (Ticketsource) 

LEOS Youth Group Box Office - Mobile No. 07864 033663 

Duchess Theatre, West Gate, Long Eaton on Saturday mornings 

 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ нлму 
The Annual Breaston Garden Trail 2018 will be held this year on Sunday 15th 

July and the gardens will be open from 2 pm to 5 pm. There will be refreshments 

served in two of the gardens, a plant stall and a Grand Raffle. Passports will be 

available in advance at Ã2 from selected retailers and outlets in the village or 

Ã3 on the day. Guide dogs are welcome and accompanied children are free. 

The Breaston Garden Trail will be celebrating 20 years since it started in the 

1990`s when Mrs Pam Rose persuaded 6 people in the village to open their 

gardens to the public. Breaston had (and still does have) many visitors not only 

from neighbouring villages and towns but adjoining Counties when a Garden 

Trail was still a novelty! We always welcome new gardens and contributors to 

the Garden Trail, so if you would like your garden to be included this year ï 

please contact Margaret McCaig on (01332) 872372 or June Parkinson on 

07976 239 233. Remember size does not matter, itôs the variety and interest of 

a garden that count. 

June Parkinson 
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Contacts  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund     Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson  01332 872615 

   alesi4@sky.com  

 

 

Would you like your groupôs contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 7) 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07999 584 433 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 
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