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Would you like to feel more in control, less stressed, be 

kinder to yourself and improve your relationships with 

others? 

Why not join a Mindfulness у {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻǳǊǎŜΧ 

Wednesday evenings 7.30 ς 9.00pm 

Weds 25th April 2018 ς Weds 20th June 2018 (no session on 30th May) 

Breaston Parish Council Room 

This course is CPD Accredited 

£199.00 (including a booklet with guidance & a free App) 

Contact Emma (fully qualified Mindfulness Teacher); 

emma@presentmind.org.uk      07971 153790 
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Thought for  the month  
Things arenõt always what they seem 

Last night Diane and I enjoyed a very pleasant evening at Long Eaton Operatic 

Societyôs production of óWhistle Down The Windô in The May Hall, Trent College.  

óWhistle Down The Windô is a story of a church-going family hearing readings 

from the Bible about Jesus, at some point, returning to this world. Confusing an 

escaped prisoner with Jesus in her familyôs barn, Swallow - Kathy Bostock in 

the 1961 film adaptation, and her young siblings set about looking after their 

Jesus on his return. The story reminded me so much of things not always being 

what they seem, or a situation never seems to turn out how you thought. 

How many times have you taken the wrong approach towards someone, whom 

you have never met before, and felt really uneasy about your attitude towards 

them?  Have you ever been stopped in the street by a complete stranger, who 

is simply asking the direction to somewhere, and you have formed an opinion 

of that person and put your defences up even before the person opens their 

mouth? You may be invited somewhere, you accept the invitation, but regret 

how the evening is going to be - it turns out to be a really enjoyable time? On 

the other hand, you are so much looking forward to something and it turns out 

to be a disappointment. 

Yes, life is full of its misconceptions, its disappointments as well as its joys. I 

never know how I am going to be in any given situation or how someone else 

is going to be towards me either. What I can be sure of is that God knows my 

next move, he knows what my temperament is going to be like, and he knows 

what others are going to be like too.  

The First Letter of John says this óAnd we have seen and testify that the Father 

has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the worldô (1 John 4:14). Last night 

Swallow thought Jesus had returned and couldnôt believe what she was seeing. 

She sang praise to Him; she loved her óJesusô so much she wanted to tell the 

entire world He had returned. 

We will do well to remember who is in control of everything and continue to put 

it all in Godôs hands. 

Rev'd Gary Dundas 

±ŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God. 

(Philippians 4:6) 
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{ǘƛƭƭ {ǇŀŎŜ 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Thanks  

Thanks to God my loving Father, 

Thanks for all that you provide, 

Thanks for memories, life-affirming, 

Thanks for Jesus by my side. 

Thanks for springtimeôs bursting freshness, 

Thanks for autumnôs rich decline, 

Thanks for tears that you weep with me, 

Thanks for peace I know is mine. 

Thanks for prayers that you have answered, 

Thanks for times when you say no 

Thanks for storms that I have weathered, 

Thanks for all that makes me grow 

Thanks for pain and thanks for pleasure, 

Thanks for comfort in despair, 

Thanks for grace that none can measure, 

Thanks for love beyond compare. 

Thanks for bluebells in the woodland 

Thanks for sunshine and for rain, 

Thanks for the one who died to save us, 

Thanks for freeing us from blame. 

Thanks for joy and thanks for sorrow, 

Thanks for the Spiritôs power in me, 

Thanks for hope for each tomorrow, 

Now and for eternity. 
 
Adapted by April from a hymn by August Ludvig Storm of the Swedish Salvation Army (1891) 

Translated by. Carl E Backstrom, (1931) 

 

 April McIntyre, Reader, St. Michaelôs Church, Breaston 



 7 

 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on 

behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by 

Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, Derby, 

DE72 3DX, or see details on page 30. 

 

/ƻǇȅ 5ŀȅ 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to 

be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will 

have to be held over. 

 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
Firstly, our apologies if you missed Breastonôs appearance on the ñBritain in 

Bloomò series on BBC 2. At the time we went to press Breastonôs date was 1st 

May ï but for some reason, the BBC decided to bring the series forward by a 

week, and our episode went out on April 24th. We hope you caught the show! 

We have a couple of new regular features this month: firstly ñMeetéò introduces 

us to people with interesting lives. This month you can meet Liz Howell, who is 

Head of BBC Weather. Not just for the East Midlands, nor even for the UK, but 

globally! Read her story on page 21. We even managed to get a picture of Liz 

with Carol Kirkwood, beloved weather presenter on BBC Breakfast (who has 

just celebrated 20 years in the job). We couldnôt resist putting Carol on the front 

cover as well as Liz! 

Secondly, Heather Taylor will be writing a monthly series about what to do in 

the garden. Sheôs been helping Draycott in Bloom (gold award winners!) so is 

well qualified to give us some advice. Which reminds me to get out there and 

prune those roses double quick! You can read her first article (and find out a bit 

about Heather herself) on page 22. 

Donôt forget to let us know about anything interesting that you would like to see 

reported in the magazine ï photographs most welcome! 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston Village News  

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ Dŀƭŀ ς тǘƘ aŀȅ 
Bank Holiday Monday 7th May on Duffield 

Close ï thereôs nowhere better to be! Weôve 

booked the Dako Flying Angels (hoping that 

their stolen kit will be quickly returned ï 

perhaps you saw this on the local TV news). 

Their gymnastic displays wowed the crowds 

a couple of years ago, and their return is 

eagerly awaited. There will be lots of stalls 

to browse, plenty of food, marching bands, 

weird animals (including snakes!). Entertainment for the children includes an 

array of inflatable rides and slides, a roundabout, Punch and Judy (with balloons 

and a bit of magic if youôre very well behaved!). 

After many years on the Gala committee, chairman Jean Lupton and her 

husband/secretary/event manager have decided to retire after this yearôs Gala. 

Do you know people who could take over? We need people with drive and 

enthusiasm ï and lots of energy! Weôve got lots of information about what roles 

or tasks need doing, so get in touch! 

Perhaps you have some bright ideas for attractions and entertainments (for next 

year); maybe you could help with selling programmes on the day. If youôre a 

whizz with computers, could you help put the programme together? Could you 

help sell advertising for the programme (this is an important part of funding the 

gala)? If this answer is yes to any of these, then do get in touch with Jean Lupton 

on 874170 or chairman@breastongala.org.uk. 

 
Plant Pot Trail  

Breaston in Bloom invites you to unleash your 

hidden creativity! 

Enter our new Plant Pot trail and support 

Breaston in Bloom's new initiative. Help us on 

the way to Gold! 

Make any character, tableau or novelty item out of plant pots and display it in 

your front garden for the trail on Sunday May 27th 10ï5 pm. 
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Not creative? Then why not 

make a marvellously planted 

pot to display instead?  

The only rules for our 

competition are that your 

entry has to be made mainly 

of plant pots, with plants 

used wherever possible.  

Any plant pot will do, old or 

new, and it doesn't have to 

be any particular material or 

colour. 

There will be a demo at the Gala, but if you miss this then 

you can always contact us for help and advice. 

Paint, string, old clothes etc. 

are all ideal for making your 

item special - see our 

examples on this page.  

Then fill in your entry form, 

pay Ã2 to enter and have 

fun! 

Contact 

newsletter@breaston.info 

for entries or help. 

 
The sunny morning on Sunday 22nd April made me sigh with relief ï and I'm 

sure the 95 residents who had signed up to sell their clutter in our 2nd Yard 

Sale would be relieved too! Bigger than last year, we had publicised more, and 

the streets were soon full of residents, cars and visitors as people arrived for a 

bargain. Officially everything opened at 10, but by 9 am the village was buzzing. 

Unfortunately, a shower at lunchtime sent a few people home, but those whose 

stuck it out found even more bargains as they ventured further round. And of 

course, many found their way to the pub for refreshment at some time so 

businesses benefitted too. 
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We made over Ã200 for the 

Breaston Community Forum 

which will go towards more 

things for the benefit of 

residents, but the best thing 

about the day was the brilliant 

sight of our community alive 

with people interacting and 

enjoying themselves. 

We will, of course, be doing 

this again next year - why not 

get together with others on 

your road and enter a whole street next time? If you have any constructive 

comments on how the day can be improved we would love to hear from you. 

Email newsletter@breaston.info or message our Facebook page. 

Julie Rowlinson, Breaston Community Forum 

 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ DƻƻŘ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ {ŎƘŜƳŜ 

Do you sometimes need a helping hand or a lift to the doctor or somewhere 

else? The Good Neighbour Scheme can help with things like that. Simply ring 

07821 657 684 and leave a message. We normally get back to you within a few 

hours to arrange the details with you. 

 

tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ bŜǿǎ 
Breaston 2019 Calendar  

[Yes, thatôs correct - 2019! Ed.] For the past 2 years or so 

Mr Colin Sanderson, organist at St. Michaelôs Church has 

produced a Breaston Calendar which he has sold to 

members of the congregation. This he has done at his own 

expense, and any profit made has been donated to the óYouth Caf®ô. 

In collaboration with the Parish Council, Colin is happy to share the 

responsibility of producing the 2019 calendar to a wider audience: that audience 

being you, the residents of Breaston. 

The Parish Council has therefore organised a Photographic Competition. There 

will be 3 categories of entry; Children up to 12 years of age: Teenagers up to 

17 years and Adults from 18 years upward. 

Breaston  
PARISH COUNCIL 

Bunting  up? Of course. Goods for sale? Yes. Mug 
of tea? Check. Customers? Customers?ų 
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The success of this venture will be 

very much up to you; you do not have 

to be a resident of Breaston however, 

but your photograph/s do have to be a 

scene or event in Breaston. 

Entry forms can be obtained from 

Dundas, the Co-Op, Andersons, 

GoLocal, Chequers and the Parish 

Council Meeting Room, and entry is 

Ã1: The closing date is 10 August 2018, and judging will take place shortly after. 

A monetary prize will be awarded to the winners of each category, whom the 

judges have considered worthy to be included in the Breaston Calendar. 

All photographs will be placed on the Parish Council Website, once judging has 

taken place.  All entries to the Parish Council Meeting Rooms in Blind Lane, 

Breaston, DE72 3DW. 

Heather Wrigglesworth, Parish Councillor 

/ƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Menõs Danger Club 

There are many wonderful, interesting and quirky places, people and 

happenings as well as the highest, oldest, longest etc. to be found in Derbyshire 

if only we know where to find them. David Fearnehough followed in his fatherôs 

footsteps to find and record as many as he could.  

David and his wife Sue (projector operator ï how else could she infiltrate the 

MDC?) came to the Menôs Danger Club with a presentation of some of his 

numerous findings.  

As an introduction he talked about John Speed who was a prolific and famous 

maker of maps and his 1670 one of Derbyshire does not include roads as he 

saw rivers as being a more important link with towns and villages. 

In 1779 a workman replacing slabs by the altar in Repton Church fell through 

the floor into a crypt. Somehow the crypt had been forgotten and had remained 

undiscovered and unknown until this accident. Repton had been an important 

town in the ancient kingdom of Mercia and buried in the vault is King Aethelbald 

and a prince of Mercia, Saint Wystan who had been murdered by his brother. 

The Druidôs Inn at Birchover has three armchairs carved into the rock. A local 

parson, keen on carving, decided to create this for customers to enjoy alfresco 

drinking but there being three, carved by a parson, are regarded as seats for 

God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, but you are still welcome to use them. 
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People enjoyed the circus coming to town bringing exotic, wild animals which 

they would have never otherwise seen. Sangerôs Circus came to Bakewell in 

1905 but unfortunately on 25th May, one of the elephants, Old Paul, escaped 

and the Bakewell Elephant Hunt was on! However hard the owner tried he could 

not pacify it, so the decision was taken to shoot the animal and people took the 

opportunity to be photographed with it. One of its feet and a tooth can be seen 

in the Old Bakehouse Museum.  

Look at the bollards at Richard Arkwrightôs mill in Cromford. Is that the barrel of 

a cannon with a cannonball fixed on top? Most likely, as there are many 

throughout the country, especially in London, where they claim to be captured 

from the war with Napoleon. Richard Arkwright also had a garrison of young 

soldiers inside the mill to protect it against the Luddites. 

A lion with five legs? Two statues guarded the entrance to a factory in Sheffield. 

As you approached the entrance you saw the proud lions standing strong on 

their front legs then looking sideways as you passed them you saw the stately 

lions on all four legs. One of the lions is now at the Tarmac Headquarters in 

Wolverhampton but no-one has any idea where the other one has gone. 

Derbyshire is full of so many interesting and unusual objects, people, places 

and happenings. Davidôs book contains over 600 of these and is called 

ñDerbyshire Extremesò if you wish to learn more about the uniqueness of the 

county and the possibility of leading to an interesting day out. 

Our next event will be at the Long Eaton Indoor Bowls Club on Thursday 24th 

May where we will be trying our hand at bowls. Cost Ã4. Contact Adrian or John 

for further details and to join us on the evening.  

John Skinner 

The Falls Clinic  

On Mondays at 11:00 am for about one hour in the Methodist Church Hall and 

is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they were and need 

to keep joints and muscles moving.  The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly 

and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. The 

group leader is Jo and should anyone require more information, she can be 

contacted on 07794 157 766. 

Breaston Evergreen Club  

for the over 60s held at the Breaston Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane every 

Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 

When not out on trips we play bingo, box games, dominoes have raffles and 

talks on various things of interest, like the PDSA, fire safety, etc... So why not 

come and join our friendly club. For more details, please call club secretary 

Malcolm on 0115 946 1430 or 07754 409 443. 
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Draycott Village News  

¢Ŝŀ ǿƛǘƘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
óTea with friendsô meet on the second and fourth Mondays of the month at St. 

Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott, 2ï4 pm for tea, coffee, cakes, presentations, 

quizzes and of course, bingo. All are welcome. Just Ã2 per person. For 

enquiries, contact Jane Brown via email at janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk. Next 

meeting is 14th May (Presentation by D&W History Group)   

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ CǳƴŘ 
Open Gar dens  

If you wish to take part in this lovely event and open your garden to the public, 

please let the organisers know no later than Sunday 13th May. This is so that 

the entry maps can be finalised ready for printing. 

Remember that what your garden looks like now is very different from what it 

will look like in June, so please donôt be put off. Feel free to call us for a chat or 

drop us a line. 

Teresa and Will Batchelor 872623 

Maureen and Aubrey Brazier 873937 

draycottopengardens@mybtinternet.com 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƛƭƴŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō 
St. Chadõs Fire in 1917 

The members of the Rotary Club of Church Wilne welcomed Margaret Gregory 

and Sandra Stock to the club on Monday 16th April when they spoke in depth 

about the fire at St Chadôs Church Wilne. 

Part of the current church building dates from the 13th century with the top of 

the porch and tower being from the 14th century 

Throughout their presentation, many pictures were shown including an early 

photograph which included the house next to the church along with a tractor 

taking children to school in the 1920s 

The fire at the Church was in March 1917 and at the time the incumbent was 

conducting a funeral service in the church grounds, whilst the church went up 

in flames. The Shardlow Fire Service was contacted who had to catch the horse 

before they could set off. Restoration was able to commence after the insurance 

and donations were received. The church is a Grade 1 listed building and was 

sensitively restored by Curry and Thompson and was completed in 1923. 
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Margaret and Sandra continued by showing photographs of the stained glass 

windows that just about survived the fire, the Tower and its bells which were all 

made between 1605 and 1652  

Like many churches, they have suffered from lead being stolen from its roof. 

Copper was used next and this was also stripped but recovered  

The clubôs vote of thanks was given by David Hewitt who said ñIt has been a 

super update on the history of St Chadôs Church Wilne and you and others of 

the custodians of the church and thank you very much on behalf our membersò 

Maggie Throup MP  

The Rotary Club of Church Wilne recently welcomed Maggie Throup MP, 

Conservative member for Erewash, to its speaker evening. She gave a 

fascinating insight into the workings of parliament and her journey to becoming 

an MP, summed up by the phrase ñfight for what you believe inò. Life as an MP 

over the last three years has certainly been unpredictable. In 2015 the 

Conservatives were not expected to win the election, but they did. Jeremy 

Corbyn was not expected to become the leader of the labour party, but he did. 

In 2016 MP Jo Cox was murdered and that cast a big shadow over parliament. 

The EU referendum did not go according to plan, David Cameron resigned. 

Theresa May was appointed unopposed. Boris and Gove, what happened 

there? Jeremy Corbyn was challenged and won again. Trump elected. Then 

last year the terror attacks in London and Manchester. Then a snap election 

and an unexpected result. Life certainly is unpredictable.  

In Maggieôs Erewash constituency, life 

has been a little more predictable. We 

were able to celebrate the opening of 

Ilkestonôs new railway station, after a 

50-year pause, made possible by a 

Government infrastructure grant. 

Maggie also spoke of her delight that 

Hazelwood Care home in Cotmanhay 

would remain open indefinitely until a 

brand-new facility is built for the 

community. This followed a five-month 

campaign in which she took the fight to 

the top of government. 

At the end of the talk, Rotarians had the opportunity to quiz Maggie about HS2 

and the impact on the local community. She believes that there will be an 

economic benefit to the area and is fighting to ensure that local residents get a 

good deal. 

Prime Minister Teresa May with 
Erewash MP Maggie Throup  
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Finally, Maggie thanked the Church Wilne Rotary Club for its local charity work; 

over the last year or so they have raised Ã23,000 with the support of the local 

community. Its main local charities being the Air Ambulance and Treetops 

Hospice. In May they will be organising and providing a Senior Citizens Tea 

Party at All Saints Church Hall, Sawley. This is an annual event and has 

received tremendous support. 

For more information on Rotary please visit our website 

churchwilnerotary.org.uk or alternatively, contact Rotarian Nigel Roberts at 

rccw1220@gmail.com. 

Rotarian Dr John A Cook 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ !ƛŘ ²ŜŜƪ ƛƴ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘςaŀȅ моǘƘςнлǘƘ 
Draycott has always been a good supporter of Christian Aid Week. and we hope 

you will continue to do so this year.  As in the previous three years, we shall be 

delivering envelopes to every house in Draycott.  These do not have to be 

collected in again.  There will be collecting points around the village where you 

are advised to leave your filled envelope.  These should be: - 

¶ St Maryôs Church and the Methodist Church (during services) 

¶ One-Stop Shop/Post Office 

¶ Draycott Chemist 

¶ Dundas Butchers 

¶ 12 The Croft 

¶ 48 Lime Grove 

¶ 1A Attwell Close 

How you can help  

Can you deliver envelopes in your street or area? 

We will also be using the opportunity of the Village Yard Sale on Sunday May 

13th to raise money outside St Maryôs (following the morning service) ï so help 

is needed on that stall from 12.00 ï 3.00 p.m. 

Fill and return your Christian Aid envelope (complete the gift-aid form if 

appropriate) 

Any offers of help please ring Mary Murden on 873388. 

aƻǊŜ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ƴŜǿǎΚ 
Well, actually, weôre a bit short of Draycott news this month. If you know of 

something thatôs happened, or is happening soon, then do get in touch. Donôt 

worry if you donôt want to write an article yourself ï we can find someone to do 

that. But we do need to know about whatôs on! 

mailto:rccw1220@gmail.com
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Church News  

/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ 
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wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
St. Michael õs, Breaston  

Every Wednesday  10:00 am ï Prayer Meeting 

2:30 pm - 3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday  10:30 am-Noon Church open 

Every Thursday  9:30 am - Holy Communion 

First Sunday  7:30 pm -  Breaston Churches Together Prayer and 

Praise at the Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday  7:30 pm - Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15 pm - Julian Meeting - now held at The Well at 

Andersons, Blind Lane. 

St. Maryõs, Draycott 
Coffee Morning in the Church Hall on the first Saturday in the month 10:00-11:30 am. 

Come along and make new friends! There will be a raffle and Bric-a-Brac. 

Draycott Methodist Cafe Services  

Church ï but not as you know it! On the second Sunday morning of each month, 

we have a different sort of óChurchô in Draycott. Informal, sitting with friends 

around tables. 

¶ Tea & coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Sun May 13th 10:30 led by Mr Derek Turton from Spondon 

 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ bŜǿǎ 
There's very little news from our church at the moment except to say that we're 

very sorry to learn that Mrs Inge Hanford is in hospital and also that Ann Hall's 

husband, David, has had a fall and is also in hospital. We remember them in 

our prayers and hope they'll both soon be home.   

By the time you read this, our service on 22nd April will be history but  our 

service began at 10:30 am and was led by Rev Arthur Dixon with Holy 

Communion followed by  Prayer Stations with free Coffee and Cake available 

to coincide with the village Yard Sale, and the church was open from 10.30am 

until 4.00pm. 
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DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
The Draycott Guild  

We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 7:30 

pm Membership is Ã8 for sessions January to May. Give us a try! 

Wednesday 2nd May - Settlement Singers 

A return visit of this popular local choir to end our meetings until September 

Draycott Churches Together Praying for Draycott  

Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all.  If you 

have a concern for all the people who live or work in Draycott then you are 

welcome to join us at anytime between 12:00 ï 1:00 pm.  We know that some 

people attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday May 30th at the Methodist Church.  Join us 

if you can! 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club  

Dates for the May Lunch Club 11th and 25th. 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey 

participants to and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is 

held on alternate Fridays. Please contact Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can help. 

{ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ wŜπƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ 
As you probably know, there are plans to re-order the interior of St. Michaelôs 

Church. Weôll be installing much better heating and a better sound system, and 

replacing the pews with chairs. This will make the building much better suited 

to hosting all types of meeting ï not just church services with everyone facing 

the front! 

As part of this work, we 

will be removing the 

pulpit which was donated 

ñby the loving bequest of 

Constance Henrietta 

Whitehouseò in 1945. A 

stone plaque with details 

of the gift will remain in 

place. If any member of 

the donorôs family is interested in the pulpit, please contact Chris Smedley (see 

page 30) or one of the churchwardens. The lectern will remain in the church. 
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Children and Youth  
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with 

an adult. COME AND JOIN US FOR CRAFTS, 

FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. Organised by 

Draycott Churches Together, we meet in 

Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of 

Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd Monday of each month from 3:30 ï 

5:30 pm. 

May 14th theme: Activities on a Bible theme. 

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden 

(01332 873388) 

{ŎƻǳǘǎΣ DǳƛŘŜǎΣ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ϧ wŀƛƴōƻǿǎ 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall 

on Mondays - For more information contact Brown 

Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. Contact 

Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15 pm in St Maryôs during 

term time. Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register 

online. 

1st Breaston Scout Group, Scout Hut on Blind Lane  

Beavers, aged 6 and 7, meet on a Thursday; Cubs, aged 8 to 10İ, meet on a 

Wednesday; Scouts, aged 10İ to 14, meet on a Monday. Helpers are always 

welcome ï Contact Angela Clarke on 07812 726988. 

9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall 

every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00 pm for children in school years 

3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. 

All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team at the end of each half 

term with the most points, win prizes for all its members. 

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25 pm and 

collect the children and then walk them back to the church hall. Parents simply 

come to the church hall at 5:00 pm to pick up their children. 
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If you know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, please 

email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form. 

Youth Caf® 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in the 

summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Both sessions run from 7ï8:30 pm. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the 

children can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the 

church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

At Aprilôs All-Age Worship 

service, the theme was 

Footprints in the Sand, 

alluding to the well-known 

poem. Sand and water in 

church ï what could possibly 

go wrong?!  See page 24 to 

read the poem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breaston Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Group 

meets on Mondays in term time 10:30-11:30 am in 

Breaston Methodist Church. Contact Annie Noble 

on 07595 351 582. 

Why not come and join Draycott Churches Together Mother, Baby & 

Toddler Group on Wednesday mornings 10:30-11:30 am (term time). at St 

Maryôs Hall, Draycott, sensory play, songs and stories, refreshments, free play, 

time to chat. For more information contact Ruth Pechey: 0115 972 6321 

Fun with footprints  

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

aŜŜǘΧ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴ 
I love this time of year ï when the beautiful Breaston gardens wake up, the 

fields turn green and get busier with dog walkers, hikers and runners. My 

husband, three children and I have lived here for more than 15 years now. When 

we moved here I was based at Pebble Mill in Birmingham launching and running 

BBC News and Sport online, now I look after all the organisationôs weather 

output on TV, radio and digital platforms for the UK and the world.  

I have always worked in news, starting as a trainee journalist at the Nottingham 

Evening Post. That really taught me the ropes of court reporting, investigative 

journalism and politics. After a few years there I joined BBC Midlands Today as 

a researcher. The BBC is a great place to work and any job is possible if you 

show talent and commitment. I have had many roles at the BBC ï all challenging 

and great fun in equal measure. 

As Head of BBC Weather, I know for sure that our broadcasting affects 

everyoneéand not just here but globally too. In the UK the severe weather is 

usually gales, storms or the heavy snow we had recently ï it impacts us all and 

can, at its worst, have terrible consequences when trees are brought down or it 

Liz Howell (foreground) with weather -presenter Carol Kirkwood  
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results in flooding. Also important is knowing if weôre going to get wet or need 

sun cream for a Bank Holiday. 

My team of presenters and producers work really hard on these important 

messages, from Carol Kirkwood on BBC Breakfast to our local presenters 

across the UK. They make it look very easy but of course, it isnôt. No autocues, 

just lots of complex science to get into a couple of minutes of broadcasting. We 

recently launched new weather graphics and our BBC Weather app - just in 

time to forecast the worst snow for a decade. Anyone would think we knew it 

was comingé 

Liz Howell, Head of BBC Weather 

DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ¢ƛǇǎ CƻǊ aŀȅ 
This winter has felt like it would go on forever. Rain, snow and duvets of cloud 

seem to have been never-ending. However, we finally appear to have 

noticeably turned a corner and the sunshine and warmth are most welcome. 

So it doesnôt take long for nature to get into her stride and for gardeners this is 

a busy timeéhowever late the season has been. 

Itôs a good idea to deadhead spent daffodils and tulips, but to let the foliage die 

back of its own accord. This allows the plants to absorb the sunôs rays and all 

the goodness can go back into the bulb, rather than expending energy creating 

seeds, which may not run true to type. 

Itôs helpful to apply a liquid fertiliser to all spring bulbs to encourage flowering 

the following year. This can also help prevent daffodil blindness, which is when 

leaves are produced but no actual flowers. 

Hoeing the flower borders can get rid of any weeds as they appear and before 

they become established. If this is done on a sunny or windy day the weeds will 

quickly dry out once hoed. 

Watch out for those ever-present slugs and snails, theyôll soon make short work 

of emerging hostas, delphiniums and lupins. Check around the rim of your pots 

and underneath, they often hide here during the heat of the day only to emerge 

later to feast. 

Ventilate greenhouses leaving the doors and windows open on warm days to 

prevent excess humidity which can cause plants to rot. Tomatoes, sweet 

peppers and salads can be planted in the greenhouse, but the nights are too 

cold to plant them outside and there may yet be a late frost. Donôt forget to shut 

the greenhouse doors overnight if theyôve been open during the day though. 

These are just some of the jobs we can be doing this month, but even though 

itôs a busy time, donôt forget to enjoy your garden too. 

Heather Taylor 
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About Heatherê 

After working in finance and then with a city Law Firm, I 

retrained in horticulture studying at Broomfield College 

for two years. I worked for myself gardening and 

designing. Then worked at Collyerôs Nurseries and more 

recently at Shipley Garden Centre.  

I appeared on ITV Central News each month for over a 

year as their Gardening Expert presenting gardening tips 

and am now in the process of setting up my own 

Horticulture business. 

There is something wonderful about working in gardens 

and amongst plantséalthough winter can be very testing 

months. But it keeps you grounded and in touch with the 

seasons. Talking and swapping advice with people is 

very rewarding as we never stop learning and simply 

chatting with people about something we love brings 

people together and here friendships are formed. 

tŀŘƭŜȅ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
At Christmas my wife suggested that we do a 

ñreverseò advent calendar with our 3-year-old 

daughter, putting items of non-perishable food 

and toiletries in a box each day. During our 

weekly shop, we collected a handful of items, 

and each night our little girl selected one item 

to put into the box.  Despite her not fully 

understanding the purpose at this stage, we 

hope this will become a family tradition, in 

keeping with the Christmas tradition of giving. 

Once the box was filled we took it to the Padley 

Centre, a homeless centre and hostel in Derby 

City Centre.  The centre serves over 21,000 

meals per year, open 365 days, and operates 

a 12-room hostel, so food and toiletries are in high demand. 

On providing our donation, the attendees at the centre were so welcoming and 

truly thankful for our kindness. This made me decide to do something on a 

bigger scaleéwhy not see if I could fill my van? Having moved to Breaston a 

year ago, and having joined the Community Forum, I suggested this at a recent 

meeting.  The group thought this was a great idea, and I am now in the process 

of publicising the event and gathering donations. Please help us fill the van by 
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buying a couple of extra items each week at the supermarket ï like us you could 

even fill a box!  

On Sunday 13th May, my van and I will be on The Green in Breaston Village 

from 12ï 2 pm and hopefully it will be filling up with donations. Please bring your 

box/bags to us here.  If any community groups would like to do a collection but 

are unable to drop off, please let me know and I can collect.  You can contact 

me either on Facebook or via phone. 

Any food items donated should be unopened, non-perishable, in date ï no pet 

food or baby products.  You can also include toiletries and some clothing items.  

Please contact me for the latest ñneedsò list. 

If collecting is too much hassle, why not consider donating via JustGiving? Visit 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/DKBreaston. Thank you. 

Dean Keeling 

Tel 07708 727210 Facebook dkmaintenancebreaston 
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Events   

 

Iƻƴƪ WǊΗ 
HONK! Jr. is a delightful adaptation of 

the Hans Christian Anderson beloved 

fable, The Ugly Duckling.  Adapted for 

young performers, it is a heart-warming 

celebration of a story that is sure to 

delight audiences of all ages with its 

humour, charm and inspiring score - 

witty and funny, but also deeply moving.   

Following on from their successful 

February 2018 production of Guys and 

Dolls, the group are well into rehearsals 

for HONK Jr. with their usual 

commitment and enthusiasm.  

Everyone involved with LEOS Youth 

Group would really appreciate your 

support so, if you have an evening free, 

please do come along.   
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Tickets are on sale now priced Ã8 & Ã7 (concessions Saturday Matinee only) 

and are available from: 

www.duchess-theatre.com booking fee applies (Ticketsource) 

LEOS Youth Group Box Office - Mobile No. 07864 033663 

Duchess Theatre, West Gate, Long Eaton on Saturday mornings 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ нлму 
The Annual Breaston Garden Trail 2018 will be held this year on Sunday 15th 

July and the gardens will be open from 2 pm to 5 pm. There will be refreshments 

served in two of the gardens, a plant stall and a Grand Raffle. Passports will be 

available in advance at Ã2 from selected retailers and outlets in the village or 

Ã3 on the day. Guide dogs are welcome and accompanied children are free. 

The Breaston Garden Trail will be celebrating 20 years since it started in the 

1990`s when Mrs Pam Rose persuaded 6 people in the village to open their 

gardens to the public. Breaston had (and still does have) many visitors not only 

from neighbouring villages and towns but adjoining Counties when a Garden 

Trail was still a novelty! We always welcome new gardens and contributors to 

the Garden Trail, so if you would like your garden to be included this year ï 

please contact Margaret McCaig on (01332) 872372 or June Parkinson on 

07976 239 233. Remember size does not matter, itôs the variety and interest of 

a garden that count. 

June Parkinson 

!ǊŎŀŘŜ tƭŀȅŜǊǎ 
Following on from the highly successful sell-out 

of Sandcastles, the Arcade Players are 

delighted to present their final play of the season 

which, as the title suggests, is based around the 

Womenôs Institute. 

Grace has a gold standard in snobbery and has 

hopes of becoming President of the local 

Womenôs Institute but needs to write a 

convincing speech.  Aided by her four friends 

from different backgrounds they set about the 

task.  Fiona, a downtrodden farmerôs wife, 

bearing gifts of homemade coleslaw; Jane, the 

village vamp; Pippa, who on the face of it appears to be an ordinary housewife 

and Hazel from the local butcherôs shop, who may have a serious illness. 

Interaction between this unlikely group gives moments of hilarity, particularly on 

the subject of their menfolk. A slightly unusual play which we know you will 

appreciate and enjoy. 
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Tickets are available online at www.arcadeplayers.co.uk or www.duchess-

theatre.com.  Alternatively, call the Duchess Box Office on 01332 875350.  You 

may also purchase at the Duchess Theatre coffee morning Saturday 10 am ï 

12 noon. 

ά[ŀŘƛŜǎ ²Ƙƻ [ǳƴŎƘέ ŀƴŘ ά/ƻŦŦŜŜ .ǊŜŀƪέ 
We are a group of ladies who love to get together over a cup of coffee or a nice 

lunch for a bit of company and a chat. 

We would love you to come and join us, so we have booked The Well at 

Andersons on Blind Lane in Breaston for ladies to meet with friends old and 

new. 

Please join us for Coffee Break at 11 am on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 

(9th May and 13th June) and for Ladies Who Lunch at 12 noon on the 4th 

Wednesday of each month (23rd May and 27th June). 

Just come along, order your drink or meal of choice, and join us in The Well ï 

we will be there to welcome you. 

Maria, Lynda, Jennifer and Lindsey 

  

http://www.arcadeplayers.co.uk/
http://www.duchess-theatre.com/
http://www.duchess-theatre.com/
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Contacts  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund     Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson  01332 872615 

   alesi4@sky.com  

 

 

Would you like your groupôs contact details here? Do let us know (contact 

details on page 7) 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07999 584 433 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 
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