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Photo of the month   

Skating on the canal near the Navi in the harsh winter of 1947  
(see page 7  for ñPhoto of the monthò) 



 5 

 

Thought for  the month  
 

As I write this, the snowdrops in my garden are in full flower. I wonder, do you 

ever pick snowdrops and bring them into the house?  I have to say that I usually 

do. Itôs guaranteed, so Iôm told, to ensure peace and harmony wherever they 

are placed, throughout the year. Like many old customs of this sort, it has its 

origins in the life of the Jesusô Mother, The Virgin Mary, and the idea that white 

flowers denote purity and peace. 

Of course, we should not take this too seriously and perhaps we never did. I am 

certainly aware that peace and harmony amongst those with whom I come into 

contact, depends as much upon me, as upon the presence of snowdrops in the 

lounge, no matter how beautiful they may be. 

March this year falls during the season of Lent when many choose to ñgive upò 

something they really enjoy. It is a time when as Christians we are called to 

think more seriously about how we live our lives, and it is right to think more 

seriously about peace and harmony too. 

None of us lives in a vacuum. The idea is not to appear virtuous by tremendous 

feats of self-discipline which irritate other people, or cause unhappiness to those 

around us who have to put up with ñwithdrawal symptomsò. Lent is essentially 

a time of penitence, but also a time of preparation to receive the full magnitude 

of the events of Good Friday and on to the joy of Easter. How we achieve this 

depends upon us. We are called simply to question ourselves, to pause and 

take stock ð to think about something other than us. 

We are fortunate in the Northern hemisphere that the period of Lent falls during 

the last throws of winter, at the gate of spring: so, however we choose to 

observe the season, there is the eternal hope of new life unfolding all around 

us ð and yes, itôs wonderful to have snowdrops to help us along the way. 

Ruth Pechey (Reader. Wilne with Draycott and Breaston) 
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{ǘƛƭƭ {ǇŀŎŜ 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

A blaze of yellow hits us as we enter the supermarkets, negotiating trays and 

buckets stuffed with limp daffodil bunches and 

other seasonal flowers. Motherôs Day is fast 

approaching.  

Falling right in the middle of Lent, when worthy 

church-goers were expected to spend more time 

praying and less time indulging themselves as they 

prepared for Easter, Mothering Sunday was always 

very welcome. It was ótime outô from all the serious 

spiritual stuff: a day to put aside fasting and 

consider the mystery of Jesus feeding a multitude 

using one packed lunch. Many mothers often feel they have to do the same! 

Originally, people made special visits back to their ómother churchô - probably 

the church or cathedral where they had been baptised - and young girls and 

boys in service were allowed to visit their families, perhaps taking home a bunch 

of spring flowers for their mums. 

When I first left home as a student in the early 1980ôs, I had no laptop or mobile 

phone but my mother was always there for me.  I wrote to her at least once a 

week: long letters full of details about what I was studying, the amazing 

university library, making friends, using the local buses, drinking too much wine! 

She did the same: saying how quiet the house was, how the dog missed me, 

what was going on at church. It got me through those difficult first weeks in a 

new city - but it didnôt stop there. The letters kept flowing. 

Much later, they gave way to óphone calls but we never 

stopped communicating. 

Making a call, sending a text, keeping in touch. We do it all 

the time. And itôs no different when we talk to God. It doesnôt 

have to be heavy or difficult. The church calls it praying - but 

itôs just communication. Try it out in the garden, while youôre 

driving, in the shed, in the loos at work. Think of it like a cosy chat with Mum (or 

Dad) at the end of a busy day. Wherever you are, however you feel, why not 

give it a try? God is always there, always listening. 

 April McIntyre, Reader, St. Michaelôs Church, Breaston 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on 

behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by 

Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 
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Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, Derby, 

DE72 3DX, or see details on page 31. 

/ƻǇȅ 5ŀȅ 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to 

be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will 

have to be held over 

 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
Our front cover features the Draycott and Long Eaton Table Tennis Club, one 

of the premier such centres in the country. You can read more about this on 

page 23. And we have an article about another local enterprise ï Evans 

Pharmacy ï on page 26.  Whether you are a local business, a voluntary 

organisation or know someone or something thatôs interesting ï if you have a 

story to tell, let us know! 

Photo of the month  

Admittedly not a very colourful photo this month, but I spotted this on Spotted 

Breaston. The winter of 1947 was a bitterly cold one: my mother remembers 

helping my grandfather bail water from a burst pipe out of the attic of their house 

(in Accrington) ï only for it shatter on the ground, as it had frozen on the way 

down! Apparently, the ice on the canal was quite bumpy, which would no doubt 

have made skating rather tricky! 

Can you come up with a colourful photo that you would like to see featured 

here? Do let me know! 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 

 

±ŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 

[Jesus says:] I have come that they may have life, and 

have it to the full 

John 10:10 

 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston Village News  

WƻƘƴ {ƴƻŘƛƴ мфнсπнлмт 
How we shall miss him and continue to miss him. John was Breaston through 

and through. He was born in Bourne square and was to remain part of the village 

all his long life. The only time he left was during the War when he joined the 

Fleet Air Arm. He was posted to Scotland and it was there he met his beloved 

Agnes. They were to spend nearly 70 years of very happy marriage together in 

Breaston.  

John was a real family man and needed nothing more than Agnes and son Ian 

(born in 1949) to be content. 

St. Michaelôs church was always an important part of his life, from Sunday 

school days with Miss Brewin. Johnôs was that quiet certainty of faith which 

needs few words. And with John, actions always spoke louder than words. 

Whatever needed doing, John would be there with his sleeves rolled up!! 

It didnôt matter what it was or who it was, John would lend a hand (or a car for 

transporting anything or anyone). He would do anything for anybody willingly 

and happily. He had trained as an electrician, a profession he followed all his 

working life. Even in retirement he would repair electrical faults for pensioners, 

somehow always forgetting to ask for payment. His list of kindnesses is endless 

and would fill the whole ñVillage Newsò magazine if space allowed. 

To all of us there was something special about John. He was a perfect 

gentleman, quiet, polite, unassuming with an inner strength, and deep faith 

which humbled us. 

Life was not always easy. The family shared the tragedy of losing Ian at only 

57, but John, Agnes and daughter in law Ruth carried on supporting each other, 

John finding solace in helping others and keeping busy. There was nothing 

miserable about John. 

He faced his final illness with that same gentle grace we knew so well. 

The large congregation at his funeral bore witness to the great respect in which 

he was held by all who were privileged to know him. 

Ruth Pechey. 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ 
You may remember that the BBC were filming the Bloomers last year as they 

prepared. The programme will be broadcast on BBC2 at 6:30 pm on Tuesday 

1st May ï make a note in your diary! 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ CƭƻǿŜǊ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 
ôKaleidoscopeõ, demonstration by Gill Mills 

Although Gill began óKaleidoscopeô with a description of how her day so far had 

not gone according to plan, the same could not be said of the way she presented 

her flower arrangements to Breaston Flower Circle. 

She brought with her the colours of the rainbow to bring a ray of sunshine into 

a dreary, damp evening in January. 

Most of her designs had a predominant colour running through the 

arrangement, with red being dramatically linked with black to begin the evening. 

A variety of garden foliage with clusters of red carnations, gerberas and deep 

red roses were bunched together, shaped and twisted into a traditionally 

triangular arrangement. 

Gillôs subsequent design of orange and yellow was 

supported by a tall container made from twisted 

twigsïa magnificent base for any arrangement but 

one which was just perfect to enable the periwinkle, 

ivy and even strands of conifer to flow and cascade 

downwards to create a gentle rhythm and a lovely 

sense of informality. 

Changes of textures and contrasting shapes were 

evident in each of her arrangements. This setting was exactly right for 

embedding the bendy, bright yellow and orange gerbera. Vivid, nestling 

sunflower heads were quite startling and enough to brighten everyoneôs day. 

Next, a compact top hat design with a variety of green contrasted with an 

ensuing arrangement of a seascape of cool blues and lilacs. What could have 

been better than to set a seascape atop a spectacular piece of driftwood! 

Gillôs final design used a juxtaposition of the paler tones of the colour spectrum. 

Delicate peachy gerberas, pink roses, carnations, chrysanthemums and stocks 

were surrounded by soft feathery fronds of garden plants with spots of yellow 

tulips adding vibrancy which lifted out the overall colours. 

Gillôsô funny ole dayô turned out to be a triumph after all! 

!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ōȅ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ .ŀƛƴōǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ CƭƻǿŜǊ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 

Date and time of next meeting; -  

Tuesday 27th February, at Breaston Methodist Hall, Blind Lane, 

!Da тΦллǇƳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ тΦолǇƳ ōȅ aŀǊƛƻƴ {ǘƻƪŜǎΣ ΨtƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ aƛȄΩ 
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²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 
Our January meeting was led by Sam Hall from the 

Associated Country Women of the World. ACWW offers 

small grants to women-led organisations active in poorer 

urban and rural communities across the world. They are 

represented in 73 countries. 

Projects must be primarily for the benefit of women and 

children. The ACWW organisation is involved in raising 

funds and awareness for such valuable projects as clean water, maternal kits, 

health, grants for tools, scholarships, training, projects to generate income and 

of course basic education.  

Grants are usually around Ã2,000 per project. For example, a simple birthing kit 

consists of a plastic sheet, sterile wipes, 

sterile string and razor blades. This 

simple kit can save a life! 

ACWW receive no government funding 

and so rely on individual donations, 

Pennies for Friends and the Walk the 

World Walk which is on April 29th this 

year. 

All projects are monitored during and after the donation. The project is proposed 

by the women and managed by them. Furthermore, women are trained to 

maintain the project. The village provides the necessary labour. 

We were shown details of many projects where future generations were 

beginning to benefit and this would hopefully continue and grow. This was an 

interesting talk about a worthwhile organisation. Thank-you Sam for an 

informative and thought-provoking talk. 

Kay 

tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ bŜǿǎ 
Breaston 2019 Calendar  

[Yes, thatôs correct - 2019! Ed.] The past 2 years or so Mr 

Colin Sanderson, organist at St. Michaelôs Church has 

produced a Breaston Calendar, which he has sold to 

members of the congregation. This he has done at his own 

expense, and any profit made has been donated to the óYouth Caf®ô. In 

collaboration with the Parish Council, Colin is happy to share the responsibility 

of producing the 2019 calendar to a wider audience: that audience being you, 

the residents of Breaston. 

Breaston  
PARISH COUNCIL 
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The Parish Council is therefore going to organise a Photographic Competition. 

There will be 3 categories of entry: 

¶ Children up to 12 years of age 

¶ Teenagers up to 17 years 

¶ Adults from 18 years upward.  

The photographs will be of Breaston; which could include a landscape view, a 

building or special area or event which means something to you. Entrance to 

the competition will be Ã1. via an application form.  

The success of this venture will be very much up to you, the residents of 

Breaston, so may I suggest, letôs all start clicking.  

Further details regarding the application form and how to send in your 

photographs will become available in the Spring Magazine of the Parish 

Council. 

Heather Wrigglesworth, Parish Councillor 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ Dŀƭŀ 
The Breaston Gala committee is gearing up 

for this yearôs May Day Gala ï to be held on 

Bank Holiday Monday 7th May. Weôd love 

to get more people involved ï thereôs plenty 

to do!  Weôve booked the Dako Flying 

Angels (hoping that their stolen kit will be 

quickly returned ï perhaps you saw this on 

the local TV news). 

After many years on the Gala committee, 

chairman Jean Lupton and her husband/secretary/event manager have decided 

to retire after this yearôs Gala. Do you know people who could take over? We 

need people with drive and enthusiasm ï and lots of energy! 

Perhaps you have some bright ideas for attractions and entertainments (for next 

year); maybe you could help with selling programmes on the day. If youôre a 

whizz with computers, could you help put the programme together? Could you 

help sell advertising for the programme (this is an important part of funding the 

gala)? If this answer is yes to any of these, then do get in touch with Jean Lupton 

on 874170 or chairman@breastongala.org.uk.  

{ƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ wŜƭŀȄ 
On the evening of 23rd January I started a new singing group called Sing And 

Relax ï itôs not a choir! It is held every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month 7:15 

till 8:15 pm in the upstairs room at the Chequers pub. 
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I was nervous as I stood waiting to see if anyone would turn up: ñThink positive, 

Julie!ò I thought ï and then people started to arrive. They just kept on coming 

up the stairs a total of 40 men and women. I even had to turn people away ï I 

am sorry for that! 

It was just as I had hoped; we sang a mixture 

of songs some to backing tracks: I'd like to 

teach the world to sing, Pack up your 

troubles, Robbie Williamsô Angels, New 

York, New York and more. 

Although most people said they couldn't sing 

the sound was amazing and the smiling 

faces throughout the room were pure joy! We 

all felt so uplifted, for singing really does do 

you good! There was such a real community 

atmosphere. 

We had the second session recently, with 

some new people (as others were on holiday 

or ill): this was just as successful. Hopefully, 

new friendships will be formed as we sing 

and have FUN. 

Thank you to all those who came and 

supported me. 

Julie Phillips 

/ƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Menõs Danger Club 

ñHead, shoulders, knees and toes.ò Vital parts of our anatomy but if they are not 

functioning correctly, where do you go? Somewhere which will provide care and 

expertise. The Menôs Danger Club visited the Circle Nottingham NHS Treatment 

Clinic on the QMC site to find out more about their ways of treating patients. We 

walked into a vast and splendid awesome atrium designed to make patients feel 

at ease. All patients gather here and are then called to lettered gateways to 

specific departments. There is a cafe where all the food is cooked on site. If for 

some reason your appointment is running late then you can be given a buzzer 

so that you can wander around and they will buzz you when a doctor is able. 

250,000 patients are seen every year. Ben Gooding, clinical director and a 

specialist operating on shoulders and elbows took us through the pathway to 

an operation which begins with the patient being taken to a private booth where 

they are prepared for their operation. The patient is most likely to be given a 

ñnerve blockò injection which numbs the shoulder and arm. (Alternatively, an 

Julie Phillips having fun  
at Sing and Relax 
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anaesthetic can be given.) The patient walks into the operating room and is 

awake during the operation if they wish.  

After the operation, the patient relaxes in extremely comfortable chairs with a 

drink and food. When they are sufficiently recovered they are allowed to go 

home. Some patients need a longer stay to recuperate so a ward was built 

providing for them to stay for one to three nights before they return home. There 

is no charge for TV! and relatives and friends are able to visit at any time.  

The staff need time to take a break so there is a well-equipped room which 

overlooks Nottingham giving them the time to enjoy the view and relax. 

There is the need for a new 

MRI scanner costing Ã1 

million. It will mean taking out 

an outside wall, removing the 

present one then installing the 

new one. An MRI scanner has 

a ñFaraday Cageò: all the walls 

have metal shielding which 

prevents radiation outside the 

MRI room.     

Among the 12 main specialities 

treated here all of 

Nottinghamôs dermatology is 

treated here including light 

therapy, a special cabinet 

treating skin problems.  

The Executive Committee consists of six clinicians and six other staff members 

all of which are working in the clinic which brings in feedback and gives positivity 

to improve all that they do.  

A real ñWOWò experience into how hospitals and clinics can provide excellent 

patient care and first-class treatment and itôs all due to excellent, caring 

management and staff. 

Future events 

Where in Derbyshire did they hold ñthe naked boysô raceò, where are the stone 

lions with five legs, and which factory has gun slits to fire on unwelcome guests? 

Join us on Friday 23rd March at 7.30p.m. in St. Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott 

and find out from David Fearnehough, author of ñDerbyshire Extremesò, for a 

very intriguing presentation about Quirky Derbyshire. Contact John, Adrian or 

Steve for further details.  

The Circle building on the QMC campus 
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Friday April 27th: If you love skittles, pie, peas and chips, then join us at the 

Royal Oak, Ockbrook, on at 7:30 pm for a skilful, challenging evening with a lot 

of fun. 

Saturday May 26th: A visit to St. Georgeôs Park, the training ground for the 

England team and we are privileged to have a conducted tour round the 

complex. This will be a ñDads and Ladsò event as many youngsters would leap 

at the chance to see the alternative Wembley pitch on which the England team 

practice.   

Friday June 15th: Not ñPistols at Dawnò but in the evening where we will be 

pistol shooting at a local Pistol Club.  

The Menôs Danger Club is unique not only in its activities but that it does not 

have a yearly membership fee. You only pay for the event to which you come. 

If one or more of the activities tempt you then contact Adrian or John for further 

details. 

Steve has printed more ñbusinessò cards with these dates on. Please contact 

Adrian or me to pick up one or more for yourself and others.  

Contact us (see page 31) if you would like to come to any of these events. We 

only charge the individual cost towards the evening. 

John Skinner 

The Falls Clinic  

On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in the 

Methodist Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as 

young as they were and need to keep joints and muscles moving.  It does make 

you think about how you are walking and some of the exercises are done sitting 

down.  The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly and no payment is required 

should you miss a week for whatever reason. The group leader is Jo and should 

anyone require more information, she can be contacted on 07794157766 

Breaston Evergreen Club  

for the over 60s held at the Breaston Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane every 

Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 

When not out on trips we play bingo, box games, dominoes have raffles and 

talks on various things of interest, like the PDSA, fire safety, etc... So why not 

come and join our friendly club. For more details, please call club secretary 

Malcolm on 0115 946 1430 or 07754 409 443. 
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Draycott Village News  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ 
Now is the time to begin preparations for the ñRHS Annual Small Towns in 

Bloomò competition in the middle of summer.  

As2018 is the 100th anniversary of the first votes for women in 1918, DiB will 

be using plants that commemorate the Suffragette Movement by having a floral 

colour theme that will incorporate white, purple, magenta pink and lime green, 

incorporating the suffragette colours but with added zing! 

The other highly significant centenary is, of course, the end of World War 1. The 

memorial garden on South Street will be the focus of attention. Look out for the 

floral and other tributes that visualise Peace around the village later in the year. 

¢Ŝŀ ²ƛǘƘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
óTea with friendsô meet once a fortnight on a Monday at St. Maryôs Church Hall, 

Draycott, 2ï4 pm for tea, coffee, cakes, presentations, quizzes and of course, 

bingo. All are welcome. Just Ã2 per person. For enquiries, contact Jane Brown 

via email at janebrown1911@yahoo.co.uk. Next meetings are 26th March 

(Coach trip), 9th & 23rd April, 18th May (Presentation by D&W History Group). 

±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ ς tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƭŜǊƪ 
Clerk to the Council and Responsible Financial Officer ï Draycott and Church 

Wilne Parish Council. 18 hours per week. A full driving licence will be desirable, 

with expenses being paid for mileage undertaken on council business. Details 

available at www.draycottparishcouncil.org/news-events. Closing date is Friday 

9th March. 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƛƭƴŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō 
Derby Rota ry Satellite  

The members of the Church Wilne Rotary club welcomed Simon Keeling, who 

is the chair of the Derby Rotary Satellite club, to its speaker meeting at the Royal 

Oak in Ockbrook on Monday 22nd January. Simon who was a member of the 

2006 Group Study Exchange team before joining the Derby South Rotary club, 

but due to family and business commitments left Rotary.  

A few years ago when meeting a Derby Rotary member he heard about Rotary 

Satellite clubs when Rotarians meet once a month in smaller groups. Last year 

after meeting informally they were welcomed into Rotary.  They now meet once 

a month in the Derby city centre at 6.00pm and can also be more flexible with 

when and where they meet and make good use of social media. 
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To date, working alongside and sometimes supporting the Derby Rotary club 

they have held several events including Mercy Ships, Charles Hanson Antiques, 

a joint event with the Derby Interact club, a Polio plus and an OAP lunch. 

Simon said the Satellite club was a great way to promote Rotary to the younger 

generation; they are innovative and flexible and have the advantage of the 

support of their parent club in Derby Rotary. 

Sick Childrenõs Trust 

The members welcomed Cassandra Hughes to their meeting at the Royal Oak 

on Monday 29th January when she gave a presentation on the Sick Childrenôs 

Trust. The Trust was founded in 1982 and they believe that every family with a 

seriously ill child in hospital should be able to stay together, just minutes from 

their childôs bed during their treatment. 

Currently they have ten houses offering clean, comfortable accommodation 

where the whole family can stay close to their sick childôs bedside, with the 

nearest one opened in 2001, being at Sheffield which supports large areas of 

Derbyshire. 

The Trust works with hospitals, supporting them in their role and provides 

complementary support to their families. 

Frank Dillon gave the clubôs vote of thanks and said ñI congratulate you on the 

good work you do when you provide a great help with the trauma and it 

wonderful that the parents do not have to travel far to be with their child. The 

home from home support must play an active role in their recovery.ò 

Buddy gets 'Holy'!  

The Cast of 'Buddy' and Church Wilne Rotary Club joined forces again this 

recently to raise over Ã2,400 for St. Mary's Church in Draycott. 

óAmici Productions,ô an amateur group, performed 'Buddy ï The Buddy Holly 

Story' at the Duchess Theatre in Long Eaton last September, which was so 

successful, raising over Ã10.000 for good causes, that they were asked to 

reprise the show again for the church. The event was a sell-out with over 200 

Tickets sold. 

Rev Gary Dundas, who is also a Rotarian, said: "It was a complete joy to see 

the church filled to capacity with people dancing, singing and having a good 

time, this is what the church should be all about, I only wish I had them in my 

congregation on a Sunday morning!"  Rob Holsnam who played "Buddy", 

thanked Church Wilne Rotary club for inviting them to relive the show again for 

such a good cause. The Church needs Ã70,000 to complete their restoration 

work. 

Adrian Perkins, President, Church Wilne Rotary Club 
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Church News  

/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ 
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wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
St. Michael õs, Breaston  

Every Wednesday  10:00 am ï Prayer Meeting 

2:30 pm - 3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday  10:30 am-Noon Church open 

Every Thursday  9:30 am - Holy Communion 

First Sunday  7:30 pm -  Breaston Churches Together Prayer and 

Praise at the Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday  7:30 pm - Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15 pm - Julian Meeting - now held at The Well at 

Andersons, Blind Lane. 

   

St. Maryõs, Draycott 
Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on the first Saturday in the month 10:00-

11:30 am. 

Come along and make new friends! There will be a raffle and Bric-a-Brac. 

[Ŝƴǘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ 
Draycott  Churches Together  

Draycott Churches Together Lent Meetings happen every Tuesday at 7:30 pm 

at St Maryôs following the York Course óOn the Third Dayô.  Everyone is welcome 

to join in this time of study, reflection and discussion. 

Breaston  

Home Groups at St. Michaelôs will be following Markôs Gospel. Contact Revôd 

Chris Smedley if you would like to join a group. 

9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
For services see the calendar on page 17. 

Draycott Churches Together  

Good Friday Walk of Witness  

It has become a custom for friends from both churches in Draycott to meet on 

Good Friday morning at 10:30 am outside St Maryôs.  There we sing two hymns, 

have a Bible reading and prayer, then walk carrying a large wooden cross along 

the main street, down Market Street to the Methodist Church.  There we sing 

again and listen to another reading.  In these days when Good Friday is treated 

as any other day, this is a good way to remind those walking or driving through 

Draycott of the very important events of the first Easter.  Please come and boost 

our numbers. 
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Easter Day Sunrise Service and Breakfast 

Sunday 1st April, 6:00 am. This is always a lovely time when we meet by the 

lake opposite the St Chadôs Church at Church Wilne to celebrate Christôs 

Resurrection.  We share an informal Communion Service and enjoy the morning 

sounds of nature as the light dawns on the lake. 

If you wish you are welcome back at St. Maryôs Church following this service to 

share in an Easter breakfast. This year we are breaking with tradition and 

having a Continental cold selection buffet instead of our English fry-up! 

Breaston  Churches Together  

Good Friday Walk of Witness  

Meet at 12:45 pm in the Memorial Garden on The Green. The walk finishes in 

time to join the ñHour at the Crossò at 2 pm in St. Michaelôs. 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ŀŦŞ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ π 
Church ð but not as you know it!  

On the second Sunday morning of each month, we have a different sort of 

óChurchô in Draycott. Informal, sitting with friends around tables. 

¶ Tea & coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Caf® Church: Sunday March 11th at 10:30 am led by Revôd Colin Emerson, 

at Draycott Methodist Church on the corner of Market St & Derwent St. 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ π tǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all.  If you 

have a concern for all the people who live or work in Draycott then you are 

welcome to join us at any time between 12:00 ï 1:00 pm.  We know that some 

people attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. The 

next meeting is on Wednesday March 28th at Draycott Methodist Church.  Join 

us if you can! 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ bŜǿǎ 
On 28th January, we held our annual Covenant Service when we make our 

Covenant with God to serve him and make a commitment to do his work.  It was 

also our gift service for the church funds to raise money towards the repair of 

the east wall of our church which is affected by damp caused by leaves blocking 

the gutter causing it to overflow down that wall. 
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/ƘŜŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴŜ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ς {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ оǊŘ aŀǊŎƘ 
7:30 pm in St. Maryôs Hall, Draycott. Tickets Ã8 in aid of the hall restoration fund. 

See details on page 28. 

DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
The Wesley Guild, Breaston  

meets in the Schoolroom, Blind Lane at 7:30 pm every Thursday evening from 

September to April. The meetings are open to anyone from the community who 

would like to join us. 

Thurs 1st Mar The Plant Hunters -Illustrated Talk, Mr John Hawkins 

Thurs 8th Mar Choosing to Believe ï Mrs Glenda Taylor 

Thurs 15th Mar Music & Verse ï Mrs Irene Starkie 

Thurs 22nd Mar The Leprosy Mission ï Mr Allister Du Plessis 

Thurs 29th Mar Maundy Thursday ï Rev Melanie Stoodley  

Please come along and join us, you will receive a warm welcome. If you should 

just fancy coming along to one of the evenings the cost would be Ã1.50.  

The Draycott Guild  

We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 

7.30pm Membership is Ã8 for sessions January to May. Give us a try! 

Weds 7th Mar 'Cheese Please' Ian Rogerson shares his knowledge (and 

samples) of cheese with us. 

Weds 21st Mar 'Lent and Easter Customs' A look at a variety of customs 

led by our member, Mary Murden 

Please come and join us: you will receive a warm welcome  

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club  

Dates for the March Lunch Club are 2nd, 16th, and 30th, then April 13th. Anyone 

with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey participants to 

and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is held on alternate 

Fridays. Please contact Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can help.  

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
This yearsô service will be held on Friday 2nd March at 2:00 pm in St. Michaelôs 

Church, Breaston. The service has been prepared by the Christian women of 

SURINAME and is entitled óAll Godôs Creation is Very Goodô. Everyone is 

welcome to attend, and refreshments will be available after the service. 

Jennifer Cameron, Co-ordinator 
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Children and Youth  
 

Who For? Everyone! 

Children must come with 

an adult. COME AND 

JOIN US FOR CRAFTS, 

FUN, FOOD AND 

WORSHIP. Organised by 

Draycott Churches 

Together, we meet in 

Draycott Methodist 

Church, on the corner of Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd Monday 

of each month.  

March  12th
 from  3.30 ð 5.30 pm  

Activities on the theme of Easter  

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden 

(01332 873388) 

Organised by Draycott Churches Together 

{ŎƻǳǘǎΣ DǳƛŘŜǎΣ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ϧ wŀƛƴōƻǿǎ 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Mondays - For more 

information contact Brown Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 

5.00pm. Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15 pm in St Maryôs during 

term time. Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at 

www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights in the 

Scout Hall on Blind Lane.  

Helpers are urgently needed. 

Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 

9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall 

every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00 pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with 

games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 
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teams and the team at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes 

for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25 pm and 

collect any children attending the club and then walk them back to the church 

hall. This means parents simply have to come to the church hall at 5:00 pm to 

pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would 

like to come, please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent 

form.  

Youth Caf® News 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in 

the summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you for all the support from everyone involved 

and for our awesome young people from in and around 

Breaston. We now have almost 50 young people a 

week coming to Youth Caf®. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the 

children can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the 

church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

  
Breaston Sunbeams Baby 

and Toddler Group meets 

on Mondays in term time 

10:30-11:30 am in Breaston 

Methodist Church. Contact 

Annie Noble on 07595 351 

582.  

Draycott Churches Together Mother, Baby & Toddler Group, why not come 

and join us on Wednesday mornings 10.30-11.30am (term time). at St Maryôs 

Hall, Draycott, sensory play, songs and stories, refreshments, free play, time to 

chat. For more information contact Ruth Pechey: 0115 9726321 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ϧ [ƻƴƎ 9ŀǘƻƴ ¢ŀōƭŜ ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ /ƭǳō 
In 1986 Jon Bayliss began playing and then coaching table tennis at the Sawley 

Community Centre. He was approached by the late Councillor Bill Camm and 

the then head of Erewash Sport Steve Hart to start Junior Coaching sessions 

at the Long Eaton Community School. In 1989 Jon then teamed up with his 

father Roy who was retired and was coaching Table Tennis in Over 50 clubs 

and schools and the ñLong Eaton Table Tennis Clubò was formed and affiliated 

to the Derby Table Tennis League having a membership of around 40 players. 

Jon and his father continued to work in local youth clubs, local schools and at 

the newly built Long Eaton Leisure Centre.  

However, in 1993 the Club was forced to move from the School to a nearby 

dance hall but it continued to gain success on both the local and national scene 

but these premises were eventually sold in late 1998 and the Club was again 

on the lookout for new facilities. 

Jon walked all the streets of Long 

Eaton and local villages and then 

stumbled across the Old Boxing Gym 

at Draycott which was a dilapidated 

old building that housed a small 

Community Youth Group and a local 

Tae Kwon Do Club and in April 1999 

moved to these premises when the 

Youth Group disbanded. Over the 

next few years, the Club improved 

the decor, lighting and heating but as 

the Club continued to rapidly develop it was obvious that it needed a serious 

cash injection to really improve the kitchen and toilets and also install some 

showers. 

Club under refurbishment ï June 2006 
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With the club now having a stable 

home venue, Roy was able to set up 

an Over 50ôs club, leaving Jon to 

focus on the junior coaching and 

local/national league play. They 

continued to gain success producing 

young players, and were winners of 

both the National Junior Boys and 

National Junior Girls Team 

Championships and had a number of 

players playing at regional level and 

national level with players that went on to represent England at either Schools, 

Junior or Senior level.  

With this pedigree in July 2003 the English Table Tennis Association (now Table 

Tennis England) put the Club forward to apply for a major grant with Sport 

England and in 2004 the Club employed an Architect to guide the Club through 

the design stage and gain planning permission. With the extraordinary help of 

the now Clubôs Head Coach and Development Officer ï Phil Vickers and also 

Club Treasurer Paul Jennings, they drove the project forwards and by February 

2005 the Club was eventually awarded Ã310,000.  

However, after another ETTA project fell through the Club were now awarded 

Ã450,000 and allowed the project to increase in size to build a superb 22m x 

12m sports hall in addition to the refurbishment of the existing facilities. Building 

work started in February 2006 and on September 22nd, 2006 the Club - now 

renamed the ñDraycott & Long Eaton Table Tennis Clubò to reflect both its origin 

and new location began life in its new home with 9 League teams and around 

70 members. 

Inside the Clubôs Main Sports hall 

Club Junior British League Squad 2016 - 2017 
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By the start of the 2008/2009 season the Club had increased to 120 members 

running 18 local league teams and 4 British League teams and also ran two 

very successful Over 50ôs sessions which boasted 50 members and in both 

2010 and 2012 the Club was awarded the Derbyshire Sports Awards ñClub of 

the Year Awardò (for all sports) and achieved Table Tennis Englandôs top 5* 

Club Rating.  

In 2015 the Club celebrated its 25th Anniversary and the Club is now regarded 

as one of the top 5 table tennis clubs in the country. 

The 2017 season has been 

the clubs most successful 

ever year with a 

membership of over 250 

(which includes associate 

and Over 50 membership) 

and is the home of 7 current 

national champions at 

different age groups winning 

11 national titles between them, has 15 British league and 6 national league 

teams along with 18 local league teams and also runs five Junior coaching 

sessions per week for beginners right through to the international player with 

the current Junior excellence squad having 8 players ranked in the top 12 for 

their age. The Over 50ôs Club itself now boasts over 85 members alone and is 

regarded as one of the largest table tennis Over 50ôs club in England. 

The table tennis Club also organises around 15 

weekend events ranging from county matches, 

British league matches, local town and county 

competitions, coaching seminars, training 

camps and has hosted many Table Tennis 

Englandôs events including staging an England 

womenôs international match. It still has the 

original Tae Kwon Do club using one of the two 

halls along with the ñExercise for the Heartò 

group who work with local residents that have 

suffered strokes and heart attacks. 

It is important to note that The Club has not 

forgotten its roots and prides itself in providing 

for the absolute beginner and social players along with those players that aspire 

to play at regional and national level and has a comprehensive Junior training 

programme with space for adult coaching and social play at different times. 

Playing Programme  

Casual Practice & League Play: Tue, Wed and Sun 6:30 pmï10 pm 

Anna Green 2017 
National U/11 Girls 

Champion  

Connor Green 2017 
National U/11 Boys 

Champion  

Poww Boonyaprapa ï 2017 
National U/12 Champion, 

National U/12 Cup Champion 
and Home Nations U/15 

Champion  
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Junior Coaching 

 Beginners and Intermediate level: Mon & Fri 5:45 pmï7:15 pm 

 Advanced and Excellence level: Mon & Fri 7:30 pmï9:30 pm 

    (Invitation only) 

Adult Coaching  Thursday 7 pmï9 pm 

Elite Junior Training (Invitation Only) Thursday Nights 7 pmï 9 pm 

Over 50ôs Club Monday 1:30 pmï3:30 pm 

  Friday 10 am ï 12 noon 

Please visit the Clubôs website www.dlettc.co.uk for more details and club news. 

Phil Vickers, Coaching & Development Officer (phil.vickers@dlettc.co.uk) 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ tƘŀǊƳŀŎȅ 
What an amazing village Breaston is! We are so well provided forï we have 

three good pubs, a restaurant and other places to eat right in the centre of the 

village, we have a supermarket, a convenience store with post office, a florist, 

a gift shop, a bike shop, a filling station, and to look after us there are several 

hairdressers, a doctorsô surgery, a dentist, an optician and a pharmacy. 

Evans Pharmacy, on Wilsthorpe Road, is the headquarters of the small, family-

owned business run by 

pharmacists. The company 

evolved from a business set up in 

the 1960s by Bill & Ann Evans 

based in Ilkeston, and following a 

split of that company reverted to 

using the family name in 2016 at 

branches across Southern 

Derbyshire and South 

Nottinghamshire. Itôs a growing 

business, with 12 pharmacies 

and over 100 employees at the 

moment. 

In addition to dispensing NHS 

Prescriptions and the supply of ñover the counterò medicines, they supply 

medicines to GP Practices, sales of Veterinary Medicines and specialist foods, 

and running Travel Vaccination Clinics. Appointments can even be booked 

online at www.evanspharmacy.com. 

Pharmacy First  

Did you know that everyone can go to their pharmacist for free advice or to buy 

a medication for a minor ailment? 

Your pharmacist can also help you decide whether you need to see a doctor or 

if self-treatment is enough. They may suggest a treatment that you can 
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purchase from the pharmacy or receive for free through the óPharmacy Firstô 

scheme if you qualify. Most pharmacies are open throughout the day and there 

are some that are also open until midnight and at weekends. 

If you qualify for free prescriptions you could receive free treatment from your 

local participating community pharmacist for the following conditions without 

having to see your GP: Athleteôs foot, Bacterial conjunctivitis, Constipation, 

Dental pain, Diarrhoea, Earache, Haemorrhoids, Hay fever, Head lice, Insect 

bites/stings, Sore throat, Teething, Temperature/fever, Threadworms, Thrush 

Visit www.nhsstaywellderbyshire.co.uk. 
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Events  

¢ƘŜ /ŀǎǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ tƛǇǇƛƴ 
Pippin tells the story of a young prince who longs to find adventure and passion. 

Heir to the throne, the young prince Pippin returns from university determined 

to find a fulfilling purpose in life, only to discover that true happiness is a lot 

more complicated than he thought. With infectious tunes by Stephen Schwartz, 

Pippin is a dark tale of the danger of false appearances, empty promises - and 

about growing up. 

The Cast pride themselves on selecting shows that are new to the area, and 

this combined with outstanding performances from such a talented ensemble, 

Pippin will not disappoint. 

Pippin runs from Tuesday 20th to Saturday 24th March, at the Duchess Theatre 

in Long Eaton. 

Tickets are Ã11 each and can be ordered from www.duchess-theatre.com 

or www.ticketsource.com, or in person at the theatre on Saturday mornings. 

!ǊŎŀŘŜ tƭŀȅŜǊǎ 
Following on from the highly successful sell-out 

of Sandcastles, the Arcade Players are 

delighted to present their final play of the season 

which, as the title suggests, is based around the 

Womenôs Institute. 

Grace has a gold standard in snobbery and has 

hopes of becoming President of the local 

Womenôs Institute but needs to write a 

convincing speech.  Aided by her four friends 

from different backgrounds they set about the 

task.  Fiona, a downtrodden farmerôs wife, 

bearing gifts of homemade coleslaw; Jane, the 

village vamp; Pippa, who on the face of it appears to be an ordinary housewife 

and Hazel from the local butcherôs shop, who may have a serious illness. 

Interaction between this unlikely group gives moments of hilarity, particularly on 

the subject of their menfolk. A slightly unusual play which we know you will 

appreciate and enjoy. 

Tickets are available online at www.arcadeplayers.co.uk or www.duchess-

theatre.com.  Alternatively, call the Duchess Box Office on 01332 875350.  You 

may also purchase at the Duchess Theatre coffee morning Saturday 10 am ï 

12 noon. 

http://www.duchess-theatre.com/
http://www.ticketsource.com/
http://www.arcadeplayers.co.uk/
http://www.duchess-theatre.com/
http://www.duchess-theatre.com/
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Contacts  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund     Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson  01332 872615 

   alesi4@sky.com   
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Revôd Maria Przeslawski     01332 874480 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club                   Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07999 584 433 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325    

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 
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