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Photo of the month   

Feeding the ducks at St. Chadôs Water 
(see page 4  for ñPhoto of the monthò) 
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Thought for  the month  

¢ƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǎǘ 
I was talking with a someone and considering how easily the flowers blossom 

when in fact they still should be asleep i.e. in the middle of winter; daffodils in 

December coming out before snow drops and looking outside my window, a 

single rose about to open up in January. 

The Lord can come into our lives at the darkest, most difficult times like an early 

spring flower, to bring His strength and beauty to us in our hour of need.  The 

bible has a word for you: ñcome to me all you that are weary and heavy with 

burdens and I will give you resté for I am gentle and lowly in heart and you will 

find rest for your souls.ò  All you have to do is say to God; ñI come to you, please 

give to me the rest that you have promised in your word, Lord Jesus.ò  Allow 

him to do what He so dearly wants to do and give you strength in time of 

weakness, granting you beauty for ashes and hope for despair. 

Whenever you need his rest just call on him and he will do what He says 

because He is love and love can only give the best of what it has ï that is, love 

itself.   I remember going into hospital on one occasion and telling God that I 

was afraid of what the doctors might say about how ill I was and I remember 

experiencing in the corridor an overwhelming peace from God. I was able to 

take my rest in that peace that remained with me throughout my time there. 

I would like to encourage you to pray because Godôs rest for you is but a prayer 

away. Let Him in and you will be like that rose I saw blossoming outside my 

window in winter, finding its strength from the soil that it rests in; and our rest is 

to be found in God himself.  Amen. 

Revôd Arnold Dixon, Breaston Methodist Church 
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{ǘƛƭƭ {ǇŀŎŜ 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Down the Rabbit Hole  

ñDonôt know why I bother!ò muttered Ally, as she tugged on her walking boots, 

leaving a little trail of old mud across the kitchen floor. Ben gave her an 

apologetic look, wagging his rear end tentatively, but it wasnôt the prospect of 

the chilly winter walk getting Ally down. She was still re-living that morningôs 

service. 

Ally was a singer in the music group at St. Bartôs, a lively village church at the 

heart of a sprawling suburb in the Midlands. She loved to worship, had a 

reasonable voice, could hold a tune well and put in a few harmonies but this 

morning had been a disaster. The songs didnôt flow; the band leader had a cold 

and was distinctly sarcastic; her microphone was crackly - nothing seemed 

together. Sheôd looked at all the busy, chatty people and felt ï nothing! She 

wondered if she should be there at all.  

ñWhere are you, God?ò cried Ally, as a muddy Ben raced round her feet, his 

eager barks punctuating the soggy emptiness of the fields at the back of the 

house. 

ñOh, come on then!ò she said, hurling a stick and running down the slope. 

Ooomph! Ally went headlong in the wet grass, phone, 

keys, and dog lead flying. She felt sick. The dog butted 

her, tongue lolling, eyes full of sympathy. Was she in 

one piece? Her foot was wedged in a crack. Carefully, 

she withdrew her leg and examined it. The ankle was 

slightly twisted but OK. Thank God for good boots. 

Further investigation revealed a hole, like a small 

animal burrow, overgrown and difficult to see. 

ñLook, Ben,ò said Ally. ñRabbit hole!ò   

Ben sniffed, cocked his leg and lost interest. Any rabbits were long gone. 

Sighing, Ally gathered her stuff together and stood up gingerly.  

ñOK, Ben. Iôve had it. Letôs go home!ò 

As she moved, a flash of colour caught her eye. Out of the dead vegetation 

around the rabbit hole fluttered a butterfly: a tortoiseshell.  

ñWhat on earthé? What are you doing here? Shouldnôt you be hibernating ï or 

whatever butterflies do?"  

The butterfly settled on a clump of mud and became still, flattening its wings to 

absorb the sparse rays of the wintry sun. Ally gazed at its rich red-orange 
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markings, its fragile, quivering life. Somehow, she sensed Godôs presence and 

something lifting. 

When eventually the butterfly flew away, Ally limped over to the ditch and 

dragged out an old branch. She stuck it firmly in the ground by the rabbit hole.  

ñI may need to fall down here again,ò she thought, with a smile.  

ñCome on, Ben. Home! We donôt want to be late.ò 

Picking her way carefully up the hill, Ally began to sing. 

 April McIntyre, Lay Reader, St. Michaelôs Church, Breaston 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on 

behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by 

Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, DERBY, 

DE72 3DX, or see details on page 31. 

/ƻǇȅ 5ŀȅ 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to 

be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will 

have to be held over 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 
Our front cover seems to have a bit of a historical theme this month. Youôll soon 

be able to admire Derek Plummerôs and Keith Wrightôs map of the village 

displayed next to the noticeboard on The Green (see the article on page 18). 

And on page 27 there is a description of the Coffin Walk and the area around 

St. Chadôs. 

Photo of the month  

Weôve added a new feature ï a colour photo-of-the-month. This month itôs a 

chilly winter scene of people feeding ducks at St. Chadôs Water, taken by Peter 

Lindahl (read his article on the Coffin Walk and St. Chadôs on page 27). If youôd 

like us to feature one of your photos taken in or around Breaston and Draycott, 

then do send it in (details above). No prizes, other than the kudos of having your 

photo published in the magazine! 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston Village News  

 
Best Xmas Front Door competition  

The Forum held its first Best 

Xmas Front Door 

competition this December. 

Sponsored by XPD 

decorators of Breaston, the 

winner, Martin Mould, 

collected Ã50 for his detailed 

portrayal of Rudolphôs 

stable. Runners up Tracey 

Scattergood & Claire 

Collishaw received Ã25 & 

Ã10 respect-ively for their 

colour-ful and imaginative 

tinsel decorations on their 

doors. For photos of the 

winning entries please see 

our Facebook page. 

We hope to run this competition again next year, so why not have a go? 

 

After last year's success with our Silver award, the 'Bloomers' are busy planning 

for 2018. Now we have a better understanding of what is required we are trying 

our best to plan ahead and make our village even more spectacular next year. 

If you have any ideas or wish to get involved, please let us know. 

We have of course replanted some areas for the winter as 'In Bloom' is a year-

round undertaking, but to save money we have only planted up our main display 

areas. We have re-dug the area at the back of the Jubilee garden and planted 

some shade loving plants and put bark chippings down (donated by Poplar Tree 

services). We have plans to install hedgehog houses and bat and bird boxes in 

the Spring and are busy designing summer displays.   

Winner Martin Mould 
with "Rudolph's Stable" 

Runner -up Tracey 
Scattergood's design 
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In December the group was 

thrilled to receive a Mayor's Award 

for our community work in 

improving the village. It was a 

complete surprise and we were 

very honoured. 

We are still holding regular open 

meetings in the Chequers so if 

you want to find out more please 

check our Facebook page 

(www.Facebook.com/   

breastoninbloom) or the village 

noticeboards for details. Everyone 

is invited. 

Julie Rowlinson    breastoninbloom@breaston.info, 07900 241 886 

!ǘƘƭŜǘƛŎŀ C/ hƭŘ .ƻȅǎ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ C/ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ hƭŘ .ƻȅǎ 
Football match of the year in Breaston!  

ñOld rivalriesò resumed on Wednesday 27th December on Breaston Park ïthe 

1990ôs revisited with scores to settle!! 

Organized by FC Olympic Manager Russ Martin, these "Old Boy" football teams 

(some of whom were very Old Boys!) were going to compete for the new and 

very prestigious "Breaston Community Shield" 

This "CLASH OF THE TITANS" match kicked off at 10:30 am despite the foul 

weather of rain, then sleet and a bitterly cold wind. They were cheered on by a 

stalwart band of supporters and the goals came almost immediately. 

Athletica FC won, 6 goals to 3, and they were presented with the new Breaston 

Community Shield. Steve Broad of Olympic FC was ñMan of the Matchò. 

After the match everyone had gathered at the Chequers, Breaston where Kate 

and Duncan had put on hot food and cobs, gratefully received by the footballers 

and supporters. The afternoon continued with a raffle and live music. 

Breaston Community Forum had been selected to benefit from money raised at 

this event and has been given approximately Ã1000 for the benefit of the village 

so WELL DONE and thank you to all involved, especially Russ Martin, Dan 

Fantom and Liam Cox! Special thanks to Kate and Duncan of the Chequers for 

their continued support for Breaston Community Forum. 

Jill Fisher, Breaston Community Forum 

 

l-r: Julie Rowlinson, Helen Elcock, Harley 
Beard, Mayor of Erewash Cllr Mary 

Hopkinson  



 10 

 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ нлмф /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 
[Yes, thatôs correct - 2019! Ed.] The past 2 years or so Mr Colin Sanderson, 

organist at St. Michaelôs Church has produced a Breaston Calendar, which he 

has sold to members of the congregation. This he has done at his own expense, 

and any profit made has been donated to the óYouth Caf®ô. In collaboration with 

the Parish Council, Colin is happy to share the responsibility of producing the 

2019 calendar to a wider audience: that audience being you, the residents of 

Breaston. 

The Parish Council is therefore going to organise a Photographic Competition. 

There will be 3 categories of entry: 

¶ Children up to 12 years of age 

¶ Teenagers up to 17 years 

¶ Adults from 18 years upward.  

The photographs will be of Breaston; which could include a landscape view, a 

building or special area or event which means something to you. Entrance to 

the competition will be Ã1. via an application form.  

The success of this venture will be very much up to you, the residents of 

Breaston, so may I suggest, letôs all start clicking.  

Further details regarding the application form and how to send in your 

photographs will become available in the Spring Magazine of the Parish 

Council. 

Heather Wrigglesworth, Parish Councillor 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 
It seems to be all doom and gloom on the television at the moment. So itôs good 

to be able to share lots of really good news from Breaston WI. 

We recently made our second delivery of food and toiletries to the Trussell Trust 

food bank in Long Eaton. Weôve collected about 20 bags full, all donated by our 

WI members and friends. 

If you spotted Santa, Mrs. Claus and many lantern-carrying reindeer before 

Christmas, you were not drink or hallucinating. It was our annual carol singing 

event around the village. We visited the Co-op, the two care homes and the 

three pubs. People joined in with the singing at all five establishments so 

hopefully we spread some Christmas cheer. We raised an incredible Ã135 

towards our chosen charities. So a big Thank You to the people of Breaston for 

being so generous with their cash. 

Even more good news! We can finally announce the total raised by our 

November Coffee Morning. We have been eagerly awaiting news from 
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Barclays. If a staff member is actively involved in a charity event, they can apply 

to the bank to match the amount raised. We were successful and so our coffee 

morning funds were matched giving us a mind-blowing total of Ã1039.06 

towards our chosen charities for this year. 

Finally, Breaston WI wish you all a safe, healthy and happy (if slightly belated!) 

New Year. 

Julie Rowlinson, President, Breaston WI 

January meeting  

Happy New Year! And a big thank-you to Jonathan for writing the report about 

the group WI Carol concert. The deadline was earlier than Iôd realised and he 

offered to write his ñtakeò on the evening. It was greatly appreciated and good 

to have a different view.  

Our Christmas celebrations continued with our own WI Christmas party with 

sherry, mince pies, a music quiz and entertainment ï truly a night of fun, 

friendship and laughter. 

As Julie describes above, our annual carol singing event took us around the 

village, to the two care homes, outside the Co-op and then the three pubs. In 

the care homes, it was lovely to see how music can really connect with 

everyone, including patients suffering from dementia.  

We raised Ã130 from customers in the shops and pubs towards our chosen 

charities (Friday Friends and Breaston Community Forum). We will be 

presenting cheques to them soon and also choosing our new local charities for 

2018. 

So out with the old and on with the new. We still have 

a very long waiting list for our WI. We go from 

strength to strength and have many events and 

outings to look forward to thanks to our hard-working 

committee and outings organisers. 

Thank-you to our wonderful WI and I hope this year brings you all health, 

happiness and FRIENDSHIP!  

Kay 

¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƪŜǊ 
The 25th of February will mark 3 years since I was interviewed for the post of 

óYouth and Community Workerô here at St. Michaelôs church in Breaston. I can 

still vividly remember the day. My interview was at 3:30pm, so living in Beeston 

at the time, I caught the bus and made sure to arrive there earlyé I got off the 

bus and used the spare time to go for a little walk around the village. It was 

strange in a way, as I walked, I could remember thinking óthis place could be 

my new home, this could be the community I will be a part oféô I remember 
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being confident that God had been directing me this far in life and I was trusting 

in him for whatever the future held.  

Needless to say, I was the successful applicant and my time at St. Michaelôs 

had begun. I officially started working in June, but it wasnôt until the following 

March that Becci and I managed to move home and live in the village itself. 

Since then, a lot has happened both personally and within church.  

We are able to say that we meet on a weekly basis with over 100 youngsters 

through the many groups at St. Michaelôs ïbabies (and their parents), children 

and young people. With our joint Sunbeams (baby and toddler) group in the 

Methodist church on Mondays at 10:30-11:30 am, our Explorers after school 

club on Tuesdays (3:30-5 pm) in the Church Hall and of course the Youth caf® 

group which now meets twice a week (Tuesdays for Years 6 and 7, and Fridays 

for Years 8+, both at 7-8:30 pm). We also have a growing childrenôs and youth 

work directly within St. Michaelôs (20+), which meet on Sundays for óYoung 

Churchô, for óAliveô which is our monthly service designed by and led by the 

youth (1st Saturday of the month in the Church Hall) and two mid-week home 

groups, where the young people meet to study the Bible and have fun together.  

In the last 3 years together here, Becci and I have also been blessed to be able 

to get our collie-cross-Springer Spaniel óHeidiô, and more significantly 8 months 

ago we had our first child óAmberô... who has become our whole worldé she is 

so precious.  

I have also had the pleasure of 

volunteering in Firfield School on 

Friday afternoons and working 

closely with the Year 6's. I believe 

Firfield is a fantastic school and feel 

honoured to have been asked to the 

join the governing body as a co-opted 

governor. Hopefully I can do my best 

to help the school continue to be a 

really good and positive place for the 

children of Breaston and surrounding 

areas.  

I would like to take this opportunity to also note how generous the Co-op have 

been to Youth Caf®, with two successful rounds of funding we have received 

over Ã3000. All this money has gone into resourcing the club and ensuring we 

have plenty of fun activities for the young people to do. Thank you, to all those 

who voted for us, it is much appreciated. 

We certainly feel incredibly blessed to be here in Breaston and thankful to the 

church and community for being so kind and welcoming. I am delighted to 

announce that my work contract has been made full time and permanenté and 

Simon and Becci with 8 -month old Amber  
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Breaston  
PARISH COUNCIL 

PARISH ROOMS 
BLIND LANE, 

BREASTON 

DERBYSHIRE, DE72 

3DW 

we have no plans to leave any time soon. If you see me around the village 

(probably with my hood up and on my phone), do say hello: Iôd be more than 

happy to stop for a chat.  

Simon Bentley 

tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ bŜǿǎ 
Position of Parish Caretaker  

Breaston Parish Council is seeking to appoint 

a Parish Caretaker. The duties are varied and 

will include: 

¶ Litter Picking 

¶ Garden & Street Furniture care 

¶ General Tidying, Emptying litter bins 

¶ Parish Buildings 

¶ Risk Assessment Checks and associated record keeping 

 

Driving Licence is desirable but not essential. 

Flexible working hours and negotiable wage package. 

Full job description available from the Parish Clerk, Nicala OôLeary on 01332 

870119 or breastonparish@outlook.com 

Deadline for applications is 16th February 2018 

Parish Walks  

Six circular short walks around the footpaths of Breaston for Summer 2018. All 

walks begin at 10.30am and start from outside the Parish Council Meeting 

Room on Blind Lane with each walk lasting approximately 1İ hours unless 

indicated otherwise. 

WALK 1 ð Wednesday 11th April 

Footpaths to Draycott via highest point in Breaston. Returning via alternative 

route. 

WALK 2 ð Wednesday 9th May 

Coffin Walk to Church Wilne, then walk round the lake of ñSt Chads Waterò and 

retrace steps back to Blind Lane 

Additional Walk ð Monday 21st May ð Brian Ainsworth Memorial Walk  

Start Risley Park Pub Car Park Risley SK458356 

Footpaths to Hopwell, Boyah Grange, Stanton by Dale, Maywood Gold Course 

and return. 6.5 miles - 4 hours bring a packed lunch. 

Please patronise the pub after the walk. 
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WALK 3 ð Wednesday 20th June 

Footpaths behind Firfield School towards Sawley, paths to Eaton Farm and 

return via Harrimans Drive and Firfield School paths. 

WALK 4 ð Wednesday 18th July 

Footpaths and old canal to Risley via Risley Saddlery. Return via Risley Park 

and Cottage Farm. (Approx. 1 İ - 2 hours) 

WALK 5 ð Wednesday 15th August 

Footpaths in and around Breaston. 

WALK 6 ð Wednesday 26th September 

ñBack by popular demandò Footpaths to Draycott to call at 49 Lime Grove for 

coffee and cakes in aid of MacMillan Worldôs Largest Coffee Morning by 

donation. Return via part of canal walk. 

No need to book, everyone welcome.  Please dress sensibly for the weather 

and wear appropriate footwear.  Bring along a drink.  If you have any health 

problems, please consult your GP prior to taking part. For further information 

please contact the Parish Council on 870119. 

CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ bŀǾƛ 
The owner of the Navi until last autumn was Punch Taverns Plc.  They had been 

struggling with significant debt for a number of years and were seeking a buyer.  

Following the approval of the Competition and Markets Authority, the sale of 

roughly two thirds of its estate to Heineken went ahead in October.  The Navi is 

in the other third which is now owned by venture capitalists Patron Capital.  They 

have retained a slimmed down Punch to manage their pubs.  In addition to the 

change of ownership and management, Pete Wadsworth, the landlord, is going 

to retire once the future of the pub has been settled. Pete and his wife Lisa 

rescued the Navi from the doldrums in 2001 and revived it as a centre for village 

activity.  They will be missed.  

In 2013 concern about the future of the Navi had led to the formation of Friends 

of the Breaston Navi.  The main objective was to get the Navi listed as an Asset 

of Community Value.   This was achieved but the listing needs to be renewed 

later this year. 

There is now a long list of groups and organisations using the Navi for meetings 

on a regular basis in addition to walkers, walking groups and horse riders who 

seek refreshment at the end of healthy exercise.  The latest groups involved are 

a U3A Beginners Spanish Group and a Book Club which meets every six 

weeks.  This community involvement is key in enabling us to keep the Navi 

registered as an Asset of Community Value. 
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We asked Punch in October if they would come and talk to members at our 

AGM.  Their reply was that they are preparing a business plan for the Navi and 

will make contact in due course.  The Friends have regularly asked if the pub 

might be sold.  We are organised with a business plan and specialist support 

from charitable trusts which support community buy-outs.  Any purchase would 

involve setting up a not-for-profit company owned by the village community 

which would issues shares, probably topped up with a bank loan. 

So, the Friends are treading water waiting to see what direction Patron Capital 

wish to take and how the Friends might work with the new management.  When 

the future becomes clearer we hope to continue with our fun afternoons, one in 

late Spring and one in September and an apple pressing weekend early in 

September.  Watch this space! 

Tony Prior, for Friends of Breaston Navi 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ Dŀƭŀ 
The Breaston Gala committee is gearing up 

for this yearôs May Day Gala ï to be held on 

Bank Holiday Monday 7th May. Weôd love 

to get more people involved ï thereôs plenty 

to do!  Perhaps you have some bright ideas 

for attractions and entertainments (for this 

year or the future); perhaps you could help 

with selling programmes on the day. If 

youôre a whizz with computers, could you 

help put the programme together? Could you help sell advertising for the 

programme (this is an important part of funding the gala)? If this answer is yes 

to any of these, then do get in touch with Jean Lupton on 874170 or 

chairman@breastongala.org.uk.  

/ƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
Menõs Danger Club 

After the turkey, the pigs in blankets, the stuffing, the roast potatoes and 

parsnips, the honey glazed carrots and the Brussel sprouts, not forgetting the 

delicious chocolates consumed with no thought about weight increase, it was 

time to help restore those taste buds back to normal. We met at the Bullôs Head 

and selected our choices from the Royal Spice. When ready we took them to 

the Church Hall to eat, share and enjoy not only the food but a relaxed evening 

together. 

January was a visit to the Circle Clinic NHS Nottingham. This was on Friday 

19th. but as the Copy Day for this magazine was the 17th. my report will be in 

the February issue.  
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Monday February 26th: we will visit ñThe Tapò in Draycott where Greg will tell 

us about his micro-brewery, the subtle variety of hops etc. which produce the 

different range of beers.  

Friday March 23rd: there are many strange and wonderful wayside and 

interesting objects in Derbyshire, so this evening is to discover where they are 

and why they are there. Join us in St. Maryôs Church Hall at 7:30 pm. 

Friday April 27th: If you love skittles, pie, peas and chips, then join us at the 

Royal Oak, Ockbrook, on at 7:30 pm for a skilful, challenging evening with a lot 

of fun. 

Saturday May 26th: A visit to St. Georgeôs Park, the training ground for the 

England team and we are privileged to have a conducted tour round the 

complex. This will be a ñDads and Ladsò event as many youngsters would leap 

at the chance to see the alternative Wembley pitch on which the England team 

practice.   

Friday June 15th: Not ñPistols at Dawnò but in the evening where we will be 

pistol shooting at a local Pistol Club.  

The Menôs Danger Club is unique not only in its activities but that it does not 

have a yearly membership fee. You only pay for the event to which you come. 

If one or more of the activities tempt you then contact Adrian or John for further 

details. 

Steve has printed more ñbusinessò cards with these dates on. Please contact 

Adrian or myself to pick up one or more for yourself and others.  

Contact us (see page 31) if you would like to come to any of these events. We 

only charge the individual cost towards the evening. 

John Skinner 

The Falls Clinic  

On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in the 

Methodist Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as 

young as they were and need to keep joints and muscles moving.  It does make 

you think about how you are walking and some of the exercises are done sitting 

down.  The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly and no payment is required 

should you miss a week for whatever reason. The group leader is Jo and should 

anyone require more information, she can be contacted on 07794157766 

Breaston Evergreen Club  

for the over 60s held at the Breaston Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane every 

Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 
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We would like to thank Jaynes & Sian of Corporate Caterers Breaston for the 

lovely 3 course Christmas dinner they put on for us at the club on December 

12th we do recommend them. 

The club starts back on January 9th anyone would be welcome to come and 

join our club we have bingo, raffles, coach trips and afternoon teas.  

When not out on trips we play bingo, box games, dominoes have raffles and 

talks on various things of interest, like the PDSA, fire safety, etc... So why not 

come and join our friendly club. For more details, please call club secretary 

Malcolm on 0115 946 1430 or 07754 409 443. 

Erewash V.I.P .s 

Itôs not every day you get the privilege and opportunity to attend a 103rd birthday 

celebration, but thatôs exactly what the Erewash Visually Impaired people group 

did. 

It was as fantastic afternoon with entertainment, music and singing all for a 

special Lady, ñAudrey Saltò who has been a member of the group for many 

years. It doesnôt seem a full year since we celebrated this wonderful ladyôs 

102nd Birthday.  

Audrey also had a special visit from Asda Community Champion Jon Coutts-

Walker who helps out at the group on a regular basis and Chris Corbin the 

Deputy Mayor of Erewash who came along to join in the celebrations with his 

wife and presented Audrey with a 

wonderful bouquet of flowers. He 

asked Audrey if she got her telegram 

when she turned 100 from the Queen 

which she replied she had.  The 

Deputy Mayor then said you will get 

another when you are 105. 

The Group then went on to enjoy 

sausage rolls trifle and a beautiful 

cake baked by one of Audreyôs 

Family, after a very cheerful round of 

Happy Birthday to Audrey, of course.  

From all of your friends at the Erewash V.I.Pôs we wish you a  very 

Happy  103rd  Birthday. 

±ŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, 

it does not boast, it is not proud 

1 Corinthians 13:4 

Audrey with Cllr Chris Corbin and his wife  
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The Village Singers  

A belated report on the 'Village Singers' 

Christmas Concert.  It was held on December 

15th. In St. Michael's Church, Breaston, and 

raised Ã175 each for the Air Ambulance and 

'Children in Syria'. It was also the occasion to 

say goodbye to Michelle Cassidy who has 

successfully led us over the last ten years. 

Thank you, Michelle. 

Our new-season rehearsal programme starts 

in mid-January, with our new Musical Director, Stuart Graham (also Director of 

the 'Sandiacre Male Voice Choir'). New members are always welcome; 

practices are held every Thursday at 7:30 pm in St. Michael's Church Hall, 

Breaston. The Village Singers choir is available with a varied and wide-ranging 

repertoire of choral music and songs to help with your fund-raising events, or 

functions such as weddings, organisation celebrations, etc. For more 

information and to organise bookings, contact Jan Wilkinson, tel. (01332) 

872753 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ aŀǇ 
The official unveiling of Breaston's new Historical village map took place on 12th 

January. It will soon be positioned in the Green on the wall near the noticeboard. 

Nancy Plummer was asked to carry out the unveiling as her husband had drawn 

the original map. It had been at Derek's home in Mount Street since 1997 until 

it was enhanced  recently by Keith Wright, a member of the Art Group and a 

Breaston resident. (See the map on our front cover) 

Nancy Plummer unveils the map watched by Parish Council 
chairman Cllr Kevin Miller and artist Keith Wright  
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Draycott Village News  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
Draycott in December is truly magical, and it demonstrates what a great 

community spirit Draycott has. Draycott Village Fund (a voluntary community 

group) might lead on the planning of things, but itôs the strong team of volunteers 

who come out, rain or shine, that ensures everything is always a success, year-

round, but especially at Christmas. 

Draycottôs Christmas season starts when the Christmas Trees start to go up on 

homes and businesses. Over 230 trees were put up in 2017, not only on the 

main road but on nearly every side street. Volunteers took two Saturdays to get 

all the trees installed but what a terrific spectacle they were, twinkling away on 

those dark nights. And on 12th night, the volunteers turned up in droves and 

got them all taken down and off to be recycled within a few hours, truly awesome 

community support. 

Established as regular December event in Draycott, the stunning Advent 

Windows were back with a magical window being unveiled each day up to 

Christmas Eve. There were amazing and creative designs on show in 2017 and 

its a treat to see what people come up with. As well as houses throughout 

Draycott converting windows to celebrate Advent it was great to see shops 

getting involved as well. What more of an excuse could anyone need for a daily 

walk around the village than to go out, catch up on the latest window? 

But of course, the real highlight 

is the annual Dickensian 

themed Christmas Fayre which 

occurs on the first Tuesday in 

December and in 2017, once 

again, Draycott opened its 

doors to residents and visitors 

for a fun-filled evening. 

This event is organised by 

Draycott Village Fund and links 

up with the village Christmas 

Tree lights switch on organised by the Draycott Parish Council. Shops 

throughout the village opened late and around Market Street, the road was 

closed to traffic so that everyone could walk around safely. Once again there 

was a spectacular mix of stalls and entertainment. Alongside local 

organisations, charity stalls and many varied craft stalls, there were fairground 

rides for the children and of course plenty of opportunities to stop for something 

to eat and drink.  
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But probably the highlight, certainly for the 

children was the arrival of Father Christmas 

who came along and spent many hours in 

his Grotto. He was so impressed with 

Draycottôs children that he left one of his 

special post boxes in the village so all the 

boys and girls could post their letters to him. 

In their letters, they described the good 

things they have done and what presents 

they hoped to get on Christmas day. Even 

though December is such a busy time for 

Father Christmas, he managed to send 

every child a personal response which they 

found on their doormats when they woke up on Christmas Eve. 

If that wasnôt enough, a full programme of entertainment was laid on all night, 

choirs, solo singers, groups and a brass band ï something for everyone. Then 

as soon as it began, its over. 

By 9 pm, children are all tucked 

up in bed, all the stalls are 

packed away, everywhere is 

swept clean and the roads re-

opened. All quiet until we do it 

all again in 2018 ï 1st Tuesday 

in December, put it in your 

diary. 

Will Batchelor, Chair ï Draycott Village Fund 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƛƭƴŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō 
Santa raises £5,000 for good cause s! 

During December Santa, along with members of Church Wilne Rotary Club, 

walked the streets of Borrowash, Draycott and Ockbrook with collecting buckets 

to raise funds for good causes. Collecting also included a stop at Co-op 

Ockbrook and Oakwood as well as Tesco in Long Eaton. 

With the generosity of the public the club raised almost Ã5,000, all of which will 

be used to benefit local organizations and individuals. If anyone knows of any 

local causes that would benefit from receiving a donation, please get in touch 

with the club secretary, Mick White, on rccw1220@gmail.com or visit our 

Facebook page. 

Adrian Perkins, President, Church Wilne Rotary Club 
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Church News  

/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ 
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wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
St. Michael õs, Breaston  

Every Wednesday  10:00 am ï Prayer Meeting 

2:30 pm - 3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday  10:30 am-Noon Church open 

Every Thursday  9:30 am - Holy Communion 

First Sunday  7:30 pm -  Breaston Churches Together Prayer and 

Praise at the Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday  7:30 pm - Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15 pm - Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday  2:00 pm - Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott 
Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on the first Saturday in the month 10:00-

11:30 am. 

Come along and make new friends! There will be a raffle and Bric-a-Brac. 

aǳǎƛŎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
From January, at the 10:15 service the Adult and Youth bands will take it in 

turns to lead the music. This is a great opportunity for the Youth band to play 

an active role in leading worship, and for the Adult band to experience worship 

from within the congregation, rather than ñup frontò!  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ŀŦŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ π 
Church ð but not as you know it!  

On the second Sunday morning of each month, we have a different sort of 

óChurchô in Draycott. Informal, sitting with friends around tables. 

¶ Tea & coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Caf® Church ï Sunday February 11th at 10:30 am led by Revôd Colin 

Emerson, at Draycott Methodist Church on the corner of Market St & Derwent 

St, DE72 3NB 

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ π tǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all.  If you 

have a concern for all the people who live or work in Draycott then you are 

welcome to join us at any time between 12:00 ï 1:00 pm.  We know that some 

people attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 
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The next meeting is on Wednesday February 28th at St Maryôs Church.  Join 

us if you can! 

.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ bŜǿǎ 
 On Sunday, 14th January, after our morning service, we were informed that a 

Map of Breaston, created by the late Mr Derek Plummer, is to be displayed at 

The Green on the wall beside the noticeboard. Derek was a much respected 

member of our Church Family and we will all think of Derek when we look at his 

map.  It has been at Derek's home in Mount Street since 1997 until it was 

enhanced  recently by Mr Keith Wright, a member of the Art Group and a 

Breaston resident. Those of you who remember Derek will remember a mild, 

honest gentleman who served his Lord for most of his life. 

DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
The Wesley Guild, Breaston  

meets in the Schoolroom, Blind Lane at 7:30 pm every Thursday evening from 

September to April. The meetings are open to anyone from the community who 

would like to join us. 

Thurs 1st Feb Illustrated Talk on Lincoln & Lichfield Cathedrals 

Thurs 8th Feb Discipleship ï Miss Paula Dawson 

Thurs 15th Feb Musical Evening ï Mr David Parry & Friends 

Thurs 22nd Feb Sunshine PuppetsïMrs Angela Stanyon & Friends 

Please come along and join us, you will receive a warm welcome. If you should 

just fancy coming along to one of the evenings the cost would be Ã1.50.  

The Draycott Guild  

We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 

7.30pm Membership is Ã8 for sessions January to May. Give us a try 

Weds 7th Feb 'Cheese Please' Ian Rogerson shares his knowledge (and 

samples) of cheese with us. 

Weds 21st Feb 'Lent and Easter Customs' A look at a variety of customs 

led by our member, Mary Murden 

Please come and join us: you will receive a warm welcome  

Breaston Chur ches Together Lunch Club  

Dates for the February Lunch Club are 2nd and 16th, and then March 2nd. 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey 

participants to and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is 

held on alternate Fridays. Please contact Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can help.  
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²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
This yearsô service will be held on Friday 2nd March at 2:00 pm in St. Michaelôs 

Church, Breaston. The service has been prepared by the Christian women of 

SURINAME and is entitled óAll Godôs Creation is Very Goodô. Everyone is 

welcome to attend, and refreshments will be available after the service. 

Jennifer Cameron, Co-ordinator 

bŀǘǳǊŜ ǎǘƛǊǎ 
 

'I fancy her, that perky Miss, 

I think she has seen me, 

Such slender legs, her head held high, 

I think I'll move up near.' 

 

"Oh, look at him! A handsome guy, 

I think he might like me, 

Ooh, that strong back, his broad chest, 

There's a twinkle in his eye ... 

 

"He's coming close, I feel unsure 

Will he want to share a kiss... 

Clear off young fella, leave me alone, 

I'm not yet ready to be with you." 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

They flew up high, those two blackbirds, 

squealing and flapping their wings, 

They disappeared, all went quiet, 

Would they come back again? 

 

Then one dawn the flutter of wings, 

Nest building had begun, 

Bits of fluff, tiny twigs,  

a home fit for a bride. 

 

To and fro with bits of food,  

Fresh twitterings were soon heard,  

Fledglings trying out their wings, 

A new family had arrived. 

 
É 2017 Jay    
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Children and Youth  
 

Who For? Everyone! 

Children must come with 

an adult. COME AND 

JOIN US FOR CRAFTS, 

FUN, FOOD AND 

WORSHIP. Organised by 

Draycott Churches 

Together, we meet in 

Draycott Methodist 

Church, on the corner of Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd Monday 

of each month.  

February 12 th
 from  3.30 ð 5.30 pm  

ACTIVITIES ON THE THEME ï LENT ï A TIME TO PREPARE FOR EASTER  

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden 

(01332 873388) 

ORGANISED BY DRAYCOTT CHURCHES TOGETHER 

{ŎƻǳǘǎΣ DǳƛŘŜǎΣ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ϧ wŀƛƴōƻǿǎ 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Mondays - For more 

information contact Brown Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 

5.00pm. Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15 pm in St Maryôs during 

term time. Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at 

www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights in the 

Scout Hall on Blind Lane.  

Helpers are urgently needed. 

Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 

9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall 

every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00 pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with 

games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 



 26 

 

teams and the team at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes 

for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25 pm and 

collect any children attending the club and then walk them back to the church 

hall. This means parents simply have to come to the church hall at 5:00 pm to 

pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would 

like to come, please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent 

form.  

Youth Caf® News 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in 

the summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you for all the support from everyone involved 

and for our awesome young people from in and around 

Breaston. We now have almost 50 young people a 

week coming to Youth Caf®. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the 

children can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the 

church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

  
Breaston Sunbeams Baby 

and Toddler Group meets 

on Mondays in term time 

10:30-11:30 am in Breaston 

Methodist Church. Contact 

Annie Noble on 07595 351 

582.  

Draycott Churches Together Mother, Baby & Toddler Group, why not come 

and join us on Wednesday mornings 10.30-11.30am (term time). at St Maryôs 

Hall, Draycott, sensory play, songs and stories, refreshments, free play, time to 

chat. For more information contact Ruth Pechey: 0115 9726321 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

¢ƘŜ /ƻŦŦƛƴ ²ŀƭƪ 
For many centuries mourners would transport coffins from Breaston across the 
fields for burial at the Church of St Chad's at Church Wilne. 

Up until 1719, when the Breaston benefice was united with that of Risley, all 
weddings, baptisms, and burials had to take place at St Chad's. A priest would 
come from Sawley or Wilne only to say mass in St Michael's, then a little chapel 
in Breaston, built during the reign of King John. Internments continued at St 
Chad's right up until the consecration of St Michael's churchyard in 1824. 

Should you take the bridle path from Breaston, which follows the original route 
of the mourners, you will come across two large slabs. The plaque on the fence 
above these explains that coffins transported along the Coffin Walk (charmingly 
also known as Corpse Way), were placed on these stones to enable the bearers 
to take a pause on the 1ӎ mile journey across the fields. 

The church of St 
Chad has an 
interesting history. 
Mention of a church 
there dedicated to St 
Chad was made as 
long ago as 822 AD, 
with a nearby well 
apparently used to 
baptise early 
Christian converts. St 
Chad, a pious 7th 
century, monk and 

bishop, played a major role in establishing Christianity in the powerful Anglo 
Saxon kingdom of Mercia. He studied at the renowned Lindisfarne Abbey on 
Holy Island, later in life becoming bishop of Northumbria in 664, and in 699 was 
consecrated as the first bishop of Lichfield, where he built a church and 
monastery. 

He was greatly admired for his evangelical zeal and humility and emulated the 
apostles by travelling on foot to towns and villages to preach the gospel, rather 
than on horseback or in a carriage. Following his death in 672 AD, many 
miracles were said to have taken place at his tomb. 

In 1009 Great Wilne and Church Wilne were mentioned in a charter signed by 
King Ethelred the Unready, as being part of the manor of Westune (Weston on 
Trent). Wilne (the name means a clearing in the willows), was later recorded in 
the Domesday Book in 1086 as being one village. 

The church of St Chad is a Grade 1 listed building boasting a massive tower. It 
dates from the early 13th century with the chapel having been added in 1622. 
The building was sympathetically restored between 1917 and 1923, following a 
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fire. It boasts a unique font, believed to date from between 7th and 9th centuries 
and which has been described as ñone of Derbyshire's oldest treasuresò. 

Due to a combination of frequent floods and the opportunities for employment 
at nearby Draycott during the Industrial Revolution, the village of Church Wilne 
gradually died out, its inhabitants having been induced to move to Draycott. The 
last homes in Church Wilne were demolished in the 1960s and St Chadôs is now 
all that remains of the 18th century village. 

Across the road from the church is a peaceful 12-acre nature reserve teeming 
with birds, such as ducks, swans, wild fowl, coots, woodpeckers and 
cormorants, as well as other wildlife. St Chad's Water was created from a 
disused gravel pit by Draycott Parish Council in the 1980s. 

Today it's still possible to follow in the footsteps of those mourners who in 
bygone times carried coffins on their shoulders all the way along the Coffin 
Walk. You start out by heading down Church View, alongside St Michael's 
church. At the bottom of this narrow street a gate leads to a public footpath, 
follow this across four fields, over stiles and through gates, and you'll find it links 
up with a bridleway, which has the trail to Church Wilne signposted. Should you 
wish to cycle along the Coffin Way you need to join the bridleway at the bottom 
of Marlborough Road, in order to avoid the gates and stiles. 

Be aware that the route, which, after all, is a bridleway used by horses, can in 
places be extremely boggy following a few days rain. Ramblers are strongly 
advised wear good quality waterproof boots. 

For further information about the Coffin Walk go to the Erewash web site 
(www.erewash.gov.uk) and search for Coffin Walk. 

Peter Lindahl 

CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘ /ƘŀŘΩǎ нлму aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
The Friends of St. Chadôs was formed over 25 years ago by a small group of 

friends who saw a need to prevent the lovely Church of St. Chad, by the lake at 

Wilne , from falling into disrepair due to vandalism and neglect through lack of 

use. Some parts of the present building date back to 1100 AD and contains 

artefacts of significant historical interest.   

The first job completed at the beginning was to protect the beautiful stained-

glass windows from vandalism by fitting protective panels over the windows, 

using borrowed money. Over the years around Ã150,000 has been spent on the 

fabric and improving the facilities for everyone to enjoy.  

Funds are raised by a full and varied programme of musical and social events 

throughout the year, and by annual subscriptions presently set at Ã6 per 

member, or Ã12 per family. 

Membership currently stands at about 250 and needs to be increased if we are 

to continue the good work and preserve the church for future generations. 

For membership enquiries, please contact Jackie Ennever on 01332 873140. 
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Events  
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Contacts  

5ǊŀȅŎƻǘǘ 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund     Will Batchelor  draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson  01332 872615 

   alesi4@sky.com   
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.ǊŜŀǎǘƻƴ 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas  01332 872893 

  Revôd Maria Przeslawski     01332 874480 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club                   Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07999 584 433 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325    

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 
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