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Photo of the month   

Green woodpecker searching through the snow for food  
(see page 7 for ñPhoto of the monthò) 
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Thought for  the month  
Dear Friends 

Happy New Year 

I wonder if you have made, or are going to make, any New Year resolutions this 

year. I resolved many years ago not to make them, mainly because I knew that 

my attempts to keep them were doomed to failure. This is the only New Year 

resolution that I have managed to keep, though each year I wonder whether I 

should resolve to take on a new commitment or lay down a not-so-good habit. 

Many Methodist churches, in the first few weeks of the new year, will be holding 

a special óCovenant Serviceô. In this service we are reminded of the resolutions, 

or promises, that God has made to all his people and the promises we, as 

individuals and corporately, have made to him.  

We recognise that in Godôs faithfulness that we will always be his children, 

bounded by his love and under his protection; and that being in this special 

relationship places responsibilities upon us. In the service we rededicate 

ourselves and our lives to God promising to ótake upon ourselves the yoke of 

obedience and é to seek and do [His] perfect will.ô 

This is the one resolution we are committed to our utmost in keeping, 

remembering that God, in his mercy, has made and kept promises from the 

beginning of time and that no matter how often we have ignored and disobeyed 

his commandments, he has kept faith with us and will keep his resolutions 

towards each one of us. 

I invite you, to start your year, by resolving to live your live 2018 according to 

Godôs rules and standards and as you do, may you know more fully Godôs 

blessings throughout this coming year. 

Yours in Christ 

Revôd Colin Emerson. Draycott Methodist Church 

 

#ÏÎÔÅÎÔÓ 
Thought for the month  ...................................................................................... 5 

Breaston Village News ....................................................................................... 8 

Draycott Village News ..................................................................................... 14 

Church News ................................................................................................... 16 

Children and Youth  ......................................................................................... 19 

Articles ............................................................................................................ 22 

Events .............................................................................................................. 26 

Contacts ........................................................................................................... 27 

 



 6 

 

3ÔÉÌÌ 3ÐÁÃÅ 
Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives 

Facing the unknown  

One of the things I like to do on New Yearôs Eve 

is to sort through my diary and transfer any 

important dates onto the new calendar. It helps 

ready me for another year.  

Thereôs nothing wrong with being prepared. Think 

of the Wise Men in the Christmas story. Far away 

in the East, they observed an unusual star. 

Discussing, researching, they planned their route 

to Judea; equipped an expedition; acquired costly gifts. But it was risky. For 

they didnôt know exactly where they were going, and a star makes a poor sat 

nav. When they arrived in the Jewish capital, there was no sign of a royal baby 

and they were brought instead before the paranoid King Herod. Sometimes, 

despite all our efforts, our plans come to nothing and we think all is lost.  

The Wise Men didnôt give up. Despite the setback, God was still drawing them. 

Indeed, it was through Herod and his intelligence network that they heard a 

crucial prophecy that the Messiah would be born in nearby, insignificant 

Bethlehem. So they set out again, following the star to a humble Bethlehem 

home. There they found treasure greater than they could have imagined: not 

the end of their journey but the beginning of a new adventure. For when we 

meet with Jesus we can never be quite the same.  

2018 opens before us, full of possibilities: 

maybe risky, even daunting. I pray that we 

may journey with courage, wisdom and joy, 

whatever setbacks we encounter, and find 

treasure in our everyday lives.  

And I said to the man who stood at the 

gate of the year: 

ñGive me a light, that I may tread safely 

into the unknown!ò  

And he replied: 

ñGo out into the darkness and put your 

hand into the Hand of God.  

That shall be to you better than light and 

safer than a known way.ò 

The Gate of the Year 

by Minnie Louise Haskins 

 April McIntyre, Lay Reader, St. Michaelôs Church, Breaston 
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0ÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÒÓ 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on 

behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by 

Elson &Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, DERBY, 

DE72 3DX, or see details on page 28. 

#ÏÐÙ $ÁÙ 
For the next issue of the magazine is the 17th of the month. 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott 

news can be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to 

be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will 

have to be held over 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÅÄÉÔÏÒ 
A happy and prosperous New Year to you all! 

As we indicated in the December issue, we have had to increase the price of 

the magazine to cover our costs. Weôve taken the opportunity to do a tweak to 

the design of the magazine ï a different typeface which we believe has a 

cleaner look. 

If you would like the magazine delivered to you, then please contact us (details 

above): we have a team of distributors who cover most of Breaston. Weôd like 

to deliver to more homes in Draycott, so please let us know if you would like a 

copy delivered to your home (details above). 

As ever, we would love to hear your good-news stories. We have a marvellous 

one on page 24, and thereôs an interesting article about the Golden Mile. Donôt 

know what or where that is?  Take a look at page 22! 

Photo of the month  

Weôve added a new feature ï a colour photo-of-the-month. This month itôs a 

green woodpecker in our garden when we had snow in December. If youôd like 

us to feature one of your photos taken in or around Breaston and Draycott, then 

do send it in (details above). No prizes, other than the kudos of having your 

photo published in the magazine! 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston Village News  

 
 

Looking ahead  

Last year was quite successful for the Forum and we are hoping to build on this 

in 2018. We held our AGM in November and gained a few more recruits and 

some good ideas; the meeting was very encouraging.  

Last year most of our fundraising went to support Breaston in Bloom and I am 

sure that you will agree it was money well spent. We will, of course, be 

supporting the 'Bloomers' again this year, we will be holding another quiz in 

February and also holding the Yard sale again in April so start earmarking your 

sale items. And of course, we will be putting up our bunting in May! 

The Forum was originally set up to bring together the various charity and social 

groups in the village so that they could share resources, help each other out 

and plan together. However, over the last few years, this aspect has lessened 

and we would like to try again to bring groups together. We have a website -  

breaston.info, a Facebook page (search Facebook for Breaston Community 

Forum) and a quarterly newsletter, all of which are available to local groups for 

free advertising and giving information. If you are a member of one of the groups 

it would be really good if you could get in touch with us and let us know what 

the Forum could do for you. Why not advertise your next event in our newsletter 

or write an article about your group for us to publish online? We will also open 

the first 15 minutes of our regular committee meetings to anyone who would 

like to come along and talk to us. We meet in the Chequers and will post the 

meeting dates online and on notice boards in the village. 

We look forward to a busy 2018 - Look out for our events. 

Julie Rowlinson email:newsletter@breaston.info Tel: 07900 241 886 

"ÒÅÁÓÔÏÎ 3ÔÅÐÐÉÎÇ 3ÔÏÎÅÓ $ÁÎÃÅ 'ÒÏÕÐ 
On Wednesday 22nd November our dance group once again entertained at 

Friesland school performing arts centre in aid of Children in need. There was a 

variety of dances, these included the 3 to 5 years doing a ballet dance to when 

you wish upon a star, the 5ï8 years doing a cheerleadersô dance, the 8ï10 

years doing a Charleston, and the older girls doing cabaret from the musical 

Cabaret and many more. The standard was outstanding, and the children pulled 



 9 

 

out all the stops. We did not charge for tickets to see the show so a Children In 

Need bucket was passed around the audience by Pudsey; a total of Ã610 plus 

a donation from Julie's classes of Ã145. So in all Ã765 was sent off. WELL 

DONE EVERYBODYų 

This show was named End of an Era as sadly Stepping Stones finished in 

December because Hayley (Julie's daughter) is expecting a baby in February. 

Julie has been involved in dance classes in the village for 25 years and has 

seen a lot of children through the church hall doors. Lots of FUN and very happy 

memories. 

Julie's new adventure is getting us all singing in a relaxed atmosphere. SING 

AND RELAX!! ADULTS ONLY!! Starting Tuesday 23rd January 7:15 pm in the 

upstairs room at the Chequers pub in Breaston. This is not a choir ï just singing 

for fun! Hope to see you there. For more details ring Julie on  07812 926 178. 

Julie Phillips and Hayley York 

 

After last year's success with our Silver award, the 'Bloomers' are busy planning 

for 2018. Now we have a better understanding of what is required we are trying 

our best to plan ahead and make our village even more spectacular next year. 

If you have any ideas or wish to get involved please let us know. 

We have of course replanted some areas for the winter as 'In Bloom' is a year-

round undertaking, but to save money we have only planted up our main display 

areas. We have re-dug the area at the back of the Jubilee garden and planted 

some shade loving plants and put bark chippings down (donated by Poplar Tree 

services). We have plans to install hedgehog houses and bat and bird boxes in 

the Spring and are busy designing summer displays.   

In December the group was thrilled to receive a Mayor's Award for our 

community work in improving the village. It was a complete surprise and we 

were very honoured. 

We are still holding regular open meetings in the Chequers so if you want to 

find out more please check our Facebook page (www.Facebook.com/ 

breastoninbloom) or the village noticeboards for details. Everyone is invited. 

Julie Rowlinson    breastoninbloom@breaston.info  07900 241 886 

7) #ÁÒÏÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ 
It may seem rather odd to have a bloke writing about a WI event, but here we 

go! I was invited to play for the Harrington group of Womenôs Institutes at their 

carol service which was hosted by Breaston WI and held in St. Michaelôs 
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Church. To my great relief, they all turned out to be a really friendly bunch of 

people, several of whom I already knew. I suppose that shouldnôt have come 

as too much of a surprise, as I had to suffer/endure/put up with (delete 

whichever you like!) my mother being Lancashire Federation chairman when I 

was much younger! 

What an enjoyable evening it was! In the first part, carols were interspersed with 

various Institutesô party pieces ï from The Night Before Christmas to parodies 

of the same, to a humorous take on The Twelve Days of Christmas, there was 

much hilarity. After the interval (thank you for the mulled wine and mince pies ï 

delicious!) we had a few Christmas songs: Walking in a Winter Wonderland was 

just a few days ahead of the recent snow, so quite appropriate! We finished up 

with We wish you a merry Christmas. To my surprise and relief there was no 

rendition of Jerusalem (the WI anthem): surprise, because the Derbyshire 

Federation chairman was there (you know who you are, Chrissie!), and Iôm 

pretty sure she likes to sing Jerusalem at every meeting; and relief because the 

keyboard part is really difficult! Thank you for inviting me ï it was a real blessing! 

Jonathan Lupton 

"ÒÅÁÓÔÏÎ &ÌÏ×ÅÒ #ÉÒÃÌÅ 
õMerry Christmasõ demonstration  
Dark and cold it may have been outside 

but inside the Duchess Theatre in Long 

Eaton, it was bright and colourful. 

Flower demonstrator, Tony Brown 

brought the auditorium alive with his 

spectacular presentation of óMerry 

Christmas.ô His enthusiasm for flowers 

and foliage shone as he reminisced 

about family, friends and things loved 

and some now lost. He arranged his 

flowers and foliage into spectacular 

designs. His containers ranged from 

the wooden arched top of a garden 

trellis to denote the hill he used to use 

for sledging, to wooden baskets and 

troughs, painted urns and a 

monumental metal Christmas tree for the finale. 

Tonyôs enthusiasm for his craft was a joy to witness. He wove brilliantly coloured 

gerberas and carnations with deeply coloured lilies, carnations and roses, all of 

which unfurled and cascaded. Set amongst a variety of all kinds of shaped and 



 11 

 

textured foliage- solid forms contrasted with trailing fronds and delicate leaves 

to create a powerful impact. 

To add Christmas bling, he dotted a variety of sparkly accessories, baubles, 

silvery thistles and glittery pink butterflies nestled and recessed into leaves 

shaped and sometimes gilded to catch the light.  

Tony surpassed himself and created masterpiece after masterpiece. What a 

pleasure it was to sit and enjoy the evening! 

E. L. Bainbridge, Breaston Flower Circle  

Date and time of next meeting: óKaleidoscopeô by Gill Mills, Tuesday 23rd 

January 2018, 7:25 pm, Methodist Centre, Blind Lane, Breaston. 

-ÅÎȭÓ $ÁÎÇÅÒ #ÌÕÂ 
A Nip of Whisky  

Matt Buck and Pete Good provided a very entertaining evening with their superb 

enthusiasm and expertise of whiskies. The information sheets and tasting notes 

they had designed were first class and provided instructive information 

throughout the evening. 

There are only three ingredients to whisky: water, barley and yeast. Distilleries 

sit on water sources which differ across the various regions of Scotland, which 

has a significant effect on the taste. The barley is soaked in the water for a few 

days then drained. This process encourages the starch in the barley to become 

sugar. This now called mash, which is put into stills where water and yeast are 

added and distilled. Scottish whiskies are distilled twice and Irish ones three 

times. Each distillery has its own shape of still and this also influences the taste 

of the whisky. At this point in the process, the colour of the liquid is white. 

The liquid is put into oak barrels and these barrels are reused BUT they must 

have been used before, either for their whisky or sherry or bourbon, which by 

law in America must be in fresh barrels so the bourbon and sherry producers 

sell their barrels to the whisky distilleries. It is the wood which adds the colour 

to the whisky. To be classed as a whisky it must be at least 3 years old. 

Now to taste the whiskies. First a ñWhisky Mouthwashò. Take a sip of whisky, 

swill it around the mouth and swallow. Look at the colour then with one nostril 

only take in the aroma of the whisky. Finally taste the whisky. Does the taste 

leave quickly or stay? Imagine the look in your relatives or friendôs eyes if they 

watch you try this. This IS something to try at home.  

We sampled Glennfiddich 12, Balvenie Doublewood, Lagavulin, Arberlour 

AôBunadh and Woodford Reserve which is a bourbon (72% corn, 18% rye and 

10% malt). 
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A single malt is from one distillery but may contain blends from the same 

distillery and blends can change from year to year. Iôve heard this about wine 

and champagne but not until now about whisky. If you add 3-5mls of water to 

your tot of whisky, preferably spring water as this has little mineral flavours, it 

reduces the alcohol % by a third and releases other flavours.  

Our thanks to Matt and Pete for a very entertaining and informative evening, 

guiding us through the intricacies of whisky tasting and selecting such wonderful 

whiskies to taste. 

Our next meetings include a visit to Circle Nottingham Treatment Centre 

(replacements on shoulders and elbows, etc), The Tap House (Greg talking 

about his microbrewery etc.), ñQuirky Derbyshireò (the many unknown and 

unusual things to be found in Derbyshire), nine-pin skittle evening with pie, peas 

and chips, and an eveningôs pistol shooting. Contact us if you would like to come 

to any of these events (see page 28). We only charge the individual cost 

towards the evening. 

John Skinner 

0ÁÒÉÓÈ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ .Å×Ó 
Vandalism and littering remain a problem in the Sensory Garden; however. 

vegetation has been cut back to allow the Parish Council CCTV a clear view. 

Any footage of anyone causing damage will be sent to the police for action. 

The Christmas Carol Concert on Duffield Close was a great success again this 

year, with mince pies and mulled wineï many thanks to all those who turned 

out on such a cold night. 

The Parish Council wishes all residents a happy and prosperous new year. 

"ÒÅÁÓÔÏÎ 'ÁÌÁ 
The Breaston Gala committee is gearing up 

for this yearôs May Day Gala ï to be held on 

Bank Holiday Monday 7th May. Weôd love 

to get more people involved ï thereôs plenty 

to do!  Perhaps you have some bright ideas 

for attractions and entertainments (for this 

year or the future); perhaps you could help 

with selling programmes on the day. If 

youôre a whizz with computers, could you 

help put the programme together? Could you help sell advertising for the 

programme (this is an important part of funding the gala)? If this answer is yes 

to any of these, then do get in touch with Jean Lupton on 874170 or 

chairman@breastongala.org.uk. Do come along to our next meeting on Monday 

22nd January at 7:30 pm in the Parish Room on Blind Lane. 
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#ÌÕÂÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓ 
The Falls Clinic  

On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in the 

Methodist Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as 

young as they were and need to keep joints and muscles moving.  It does make 

you think about how you are walking and some of the exercises are done sitting 

down.  The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly and no payment is required 

should you miss a week for whatever reason. The group leader is Jo and should 

anyone require more information, she can be contacted on 07794157766 

Breaston Evergreen Club  

for the over 60s held at the Breaston Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane every 

Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 

When not out on trips we play bingo, box games, dominoes have raffles and 

talks on various things of interest, like the PDSA, fire safety, etc... So why not 

come and join our friendly club. For more details, please call club secretary 

Malcolm on 0115 946 1430 or 07754 409 443. 

6ÅÒÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ 
 

 

See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; 

do you not perceive it? I am making a way in 

the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 

Isaiah 43:19 

 

 

)ÎÓÐÉÒÁÔÉÏÎ 
 

The truth is like a lion: you donôt have to defend it. Let it loose ï it will defend 

itself. 

 

Success is not final; failure is not fatal. It is the courage to continue that counts 

 

If you donôt go after what you want, youôll never have it; 

If you donôt ask, the answer is always ñnoò; 

If you donôt step forward, youôre always in the same place 
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Draycott Village News  

#ÈÕÒÃÈ 7ÉÌÎÅ 2ÏÔÁÒÙ #ÌÕÂ 
Church Wilne Rotary Club held a presentation 

evening at Trent Lock Golf Club on Monday 

20th November when they donated over 

Ã7,000 split equally to its two donated 

charities following the annual charity horse 

ride event in September. This brought the 

total donated since the clubs first charity 

horse ride to over Ã66,000 

Present on the occasion were 21 guests 

joining 40 club members. The guests included business sponsors, landowners, 

farmers and guests who all played a vital role in making the horse ride a 

success. 

The guests from the 2 charities chosen to be beneficiaries this year were 

introduced by President Adrian Perkins and they were Mary Rose from Treetops 

Hospice Care and John Bown representing the Derbyshire, Leicestershire and 

Rutland Air Ambulance and the Childrenôs Air Ambulance 

Mary Rose and John Bown were each presented with cheques for Ã3,517 and 

in addition John was presented with a cheque for Ã1,139.28 raised by club 

members on the exit collection at this yearôs Derby County Show.  

Mary Rose thanked all the sponsors including 

President Adrian and spoke about how they have 

over the last 30 years developed their nursing 

care and emotional support for anyone affected by 

a life limited illness in Derby, Derbyshire, 

Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. They support 

people with illnesses such as cancer, motor 

neurone disease and multiple sclerosis. They also 

support their carers and families. Their daycare 

unit is open Monday to Friday and they also provide transport and overnight 

cover which are all free of charge. 

John Bown for the Air Ambulance spoke about their service which goes from 

strength to strength and they, along with the Warwickshire Air Ambulance, have 

just completed their 28,000th mission and they operate 20 hours a day and 7 

days a week. They have a crew of 3 which are the pilot, a consultant or a senior 

doctor who is training to be a consultant and a paramedic which enables them 

to give more care on site with pain-relieving drugs  
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The Childrenôs Air Ambulance which is for hospital transfer for critically ill 

children currently has just the one helicopter based in Coventry and serves the 

entire country whenever possible.  It is to be replaced with two state-of-the-art 

helicopters next April when the south will be covered from Thames Valley and 

the north from Doncaster. 

Ray Terry for the Rotary Club of Church Wilne 

$ÒÁÙÃÏÔÔ !ÄÖÅÎÔ 7ÉÎÄÏ×Ó 
In case you missed them, here are a few to enjoy! 

 

$ÒÁÙÃÏÔÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒ 
A lovely video of St. Chadôs in winter can be viewed at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLrl0hazqIE. The photographer (Aki L) has 

several videos available on his YouTube channel ï take a look! Thereôs another 

video where the camera goes underwater! 
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Church News  

#ÈÕÒÃÈ #ÁÌÅÎÄÁÒÓ 
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2ÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ 
St. Michael õs, Breaston  

Every Wednesday  2:30 pm - 3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday  10:30 am-Noon Church open 

Every Thursday  9:30 am - Holy Communion 

First Sunday  7:30 pm -  Breaston Churches Together Prayer and 

Praise at the Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday  7:30 pm - Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15 pm - Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday  2:00 pm - Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott 
Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on the first Saturday in the month 10.00-

11:30 am. 

Come along and make new friends! There will be a raffle and Bric-a-Brac. 

-ÕÓÉÃ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌȭÓ #ÏÎÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ 
From January, at the 10:15 service the Adult and Youth bands will take it in 

turns to lead the music. This is a great opportunity for the Youth band to play 

an active role in leading worship, and for the Adult band to experience worship 

from within the congregation, rather than ñup frontò!  

$ÒÁÙÃÏÔÔ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ #ÁÆÅ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ Ȥ 
Church ð but not as you know it!  

On the second Sunday morning of each month, we have a different sort of 

óChurchô in Draycott. Informal, sitting with friends around tables. 

¶ Tea & coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Cafe Church ï Sunday January 14th - 10.30 a.m. led by Revôd Colin 

Emerson at Draycott Methodist Church on the corner of Market St & Derwent 

St, DE72 3NB 

"ÒÅÁÓÔÏÎ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ .Å×Ó 
What a lovely feeling it is when the first Advent candle is lit and even more 

wonderful on Christmas morning when they're all lit which is an annual reminder 

of the time when, 2,000 years ago, the light of the world arrived in humble 

surroundings.     
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A New Year brings a fresh start and there will be many New Year resolutions ï 

best not to be too ambitious when making these.       

 

'ÒÏÕÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓ 
The Wesley Guild, Breaston  

meets in the Schoolroom, Blind Lane at 7:30 pm every Thursday evening from 

September to April. The meetings are open to anyone from the community who 

would like to join us. 

Thurs 4th Jan A Taste of Tudor Ilkeston presented by Mr Stephen 

Flanders 

Thurs 11th Jan To Serve the present ageé.Charles Wesley 

Thurs 18th Jan Fun and Games/Quiz 

Thurs 25th Jan Action for Children with Ms Kerry Wilson 

Please come along and join us, you will receive a warm welcome. If you should 

just fancy coming along to one of the evenings the cost would be Ã1.50.  

The Draycott Guild  

meet fortnightly on Wednesdays in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market 

Street Draycott at 7:30 pm. Membership is Ã8 for sessions January to April. Do 

give us a try! 

Weds 10th Jan Games Night: A fun evening of popular games organised by 

one of our members 

Weds 24th Jan 'There will never be another you' (our genes): a talk by 

Peter Newsham 
 

Please come and join us: you will receive a warm welcome  

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club  

Dates for the January Lunch Club are 5th and 19th, then February 2nd 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey 

participants to and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club 

is held on alternate Fridays. Please contact Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can 

help.  

Friends of St Chadõs 2018 Membership  

If you are interested in joining the óFriendsô and supporting the commitment to 

preserve this lovely ancient building, then please call the Membership Secretary 

Jackie Enever 01332 873140. You could also call in at Gary Dundas at Draycott to 

obtain a membership application form. Only Ã6 each or Ã12 for a family. 
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Children and Youth  

 
Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an adult. COME AND JOIN US 

FOR CRAFTS, FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. Organised by Draycott Churches 

Together, we meet in Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of Market Street 

& Derwent Street, on the 2nd Monday of each month.  

January 8 th from 3:30 ð 5:30 pm  

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden 

(01332 873388) 

 

3ÃÏÕÔÓȟ 'ÕÉÄÅÓȟ "ÒÏ×ÎÉÅÓ Ǫ 2ÁÉÎÂÏ×Ó 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Mondays - For more 

information contact Brown Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 

5.00pm. Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15 

pm in St Maryôs during term time. Spaces available 

now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at 

www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights in 

the Scout Hall on Blind Lane.  

Helpers are urgently needed. 

Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 
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%ØÐÌÏÒÅÒÓ 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall 

every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00 pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with 

games, crafts, competitions and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 

teams and the team at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes 

for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25 pm and 

collect any children attending the club and then walk them back to the church 

hall. This means parents simply have to come to the church hall at 5:00 pm to 

pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would 

like to come, please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent 

form.  

 

Youth Caf® News 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to 

join in the summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you for all the support from everyone 

involved and for our awesome young people from 

in and around Breaston. We now have almost 50 

young people a week coming to Youth Caf®. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and 

Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

9ÏÕÎÇ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the 

children can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the 

church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Breaston Sunbeams Baby 

and Toddler Group meets 

on Mondays in term time 

10:30-11:30 am in Breaston 

Methodist Church. Contact 

Annie Noble on 07595 351 

582.  

Draycott Churches Together Mother, Baby & Toddler Group, why not come 

and join us on Wednesday mornings 10.30 ï 11.30 a.m. at St Maryôs Hall, 

Draycott, sensory play, songs and stories, refreshments, free play, time to chat. 

For more information contact Ruth Pechey: 0115 9726321 

 

.ÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌȭÓ 
December 10th was the date for the Nativity at St. Michaelôs. This year, Simon 

Bentley decided to stage a puppet show, rather than a live-action version of the 

nativity story. So he and the 

young people created a set of 

puppets ï very simple yet 

astonishingly effective. Black 

drapes behind and in front of the 

arch provided the stage, with 

the children hiding behind the 

front curtain, with the puppets 

raised on black sticks. One of 

the adults (Claire Collishaw) 

narrated the story, but the children voiced the parts of all the characters ï Mary, 

Joseph and so on. What was very impressive was that everyone was very sharp 

on their cues ï no hesitations or uncertainties. There was much laughter at the 

one or two liberties that the script took with the biblical version of the story! 

At the time of writing, they are 

preparing a repeat per-

formance at the Community 

Carol service on 18th 

December. 

Well done to everyone 

involved! 

 

Wise men visit the stable 

Wise men and shepherds at the stable 
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Articles  

$ÒÁÙÃÏÔÔȭÓ 'ÏÌÄÅÎ -ÉÌÅ 
The Derby and Sandiacre Canal Society wants to make the city of Derby and 

its surrounding area a better and happier place to live. We want to safeguard 

the heritage of the area for our children and to encourage more visitors to visit 

this area and enjoy our unique hospitality. We want to enhance the connectivity 

of our village communities and provide safe and healthy routes to our cities. 

We plan to achieve these aims by: 

¶  Restoring the Derby Canal on its original route as closely as possible 

¶  Creating a River Derwent route from Pride Park to Derby City Centre; 

connecting the original canal with the iconic Silk Mill and our Heritage 

¶  Creating a boat lift ï the Derby Arm ï to allow boats to access the river 

route from the canal in Pride Park 

¶  Establishing a Visitor Centre and other attractions around the Boat Lift 

and in the City Centre 

Achievement of these aims will deliver: 

¶  Enhanced economic activity through increased visitor numbers and 

spend per capita 

¶  A better quality of life; as the impact of water mitigates the challenges of 

modern times 

¶  Development of the river boundaries that is more inclusive of river 

activities 

¶  An improved environment that provides habitat to encourage wildlife 

improvement and diversity and a better open air offering available to all 

users 

¶  More closely connected communities 

Draycott  

The Trust is well under way to restoring ñThe Golden Mileò and the Canal 

Cottages at Draycott. This 

will be a major step forward 

and the first stretch in 

water supported by a 

headquarter building and 

focal point for activities on 

the stretch of water. 

When the work was 

completed the Trust 

planted Hawthorn whips to 
Canal cottages, where the Millennium  

path meets Hopwell Road  
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form hedges along both boundaries and Society working parties have now laid 

the hedges to provide a thicker boundary that encourages wildlife. This was so 

successful that local use by walkers, cyclists and horse riders has boomed and 

the length has been christened the ñGolden Mileò by locals. 

With all the preparatory work completed the Trust arranged for a local contractor 

to quote for the restoration of the canal section and they used a state of the art 

drone, which mapped the stretch from Hopwell Road to the Derby Road bridge. 

This produced a 3D image that shows that all the soils moved to create the 

canal will be used on site and will be able to direct a computer controlled, GPS 

guided excavator to produce the typical U-shaped canal profile and a constant 

water depth of 1.2m for the full length of the canal. A dam will be created close 

to the Derby Road bridge with a weir to allow any excess water to flow down 

the existing drain. A slipway and small car park will also be constructed at the 

Hopwell Road end. 

Alongside the proposed Hopwell Road end there are derelict cottages that were 

built at the end of the 18th century soon after completion of the canal. The 

cottages started life as part of a mill complex but were later converted to 

accommodate families working on nearby farms when the mill ceased to be 

viable. The Trust was able to purchase the buildings from a local developer and 

is now working on their restoration. 

You can help in this aim by donating a pledge at 

https://www.derbycanal.org.uk/draycott/ 

Full details of the activities going on and a full history can be found on our new 

web page: www.derbycanal.org.uk 

Eddy Case, Chairman, 

Derby and Sandiacre Canal Society 07523 896645 

.Å× $ÁÙ 
 

God will be there in His heaven tomorrow 

The same as He was today. 

The sun will arise, the flowers will blossom 

The rivers will flow on their way 

 

No matter what happens, whatever your sorrow, 

Whatever the hurt be assured: 

Thereôs another new day for living, rejoicing, 

Another new day that is yours 

 

Karen Reneô Rowland 1959ï2014    
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#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÉÎ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ɉÐÁÒÔ ΧɊ 
As soon as we, myself, Pete and our two sons Joe and Robert, moved into the 

Navigation pub in May 2000, we were warmly welcomed by the locals and soon 

felt part of the community. This has never been more evident than when our 

youngest son, Robert, was taken ill suddenly on Breaston Park in Oct 2004 with 

what turned out to be a malignant brain tumour. Obviously, our world was turned 

upside down with the bleak outlook that he had around 18 months to live. 

Running a pub at any time means that often your whole life is lived in full view 

of the public, but the love and support we received from not only our lovely 

customers but by the whole community was tangible. People would stop us in 

the street to ask how Robert and we as a family were, and on more than one 

occasion people who knew us, and some that did not, would put their arms 

around us and tell us they were thinking about and praying for us.  

A quartet of customers, Jim and Sarah Sargent, Mark Phillips and Julie 

Richardson, unbeknown to us, began fundraising in order to be able to send us 

to Disneyland in Florida. By various means, and with the generosity of the local 

and wider community, they quickly raised over Ã9000 which enabled us to have 

the most fantastic holiday of a lifetime.  Another local, Tim Hodges, contacted 

the charity óWhen you wish upon a starô about Robertôs illness and a wonderful, 

magical trip to Lapland followed. When Robertôs conventional treatment of 

surgery, chemotherapy and radiotherapy, along with the more unconventional 

treatment of Thalidomide, failed to halt the tumourôs progress, we were offered 

a chance to join a trial of immunotherapy being held in Belgium. Obviously, we 

jumped at the chance even though we had to pay for the treatment and flights 

to Brussels every week for 7 weeks. Again, however, the locals and wider 

community raised enough funds to cover these costs.  
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I am delighted and 

very relieved to say 

that after 6 years of 

treatment Robertôs 

tumour was 

stabilised and 

continues to be so 

today and he works 

as a groundsman at 

Trent College and 

leads a full and 

normal life. 

Although the 

financial support we 

received eased the 

treatment cost 

burden and enabled us to create very special memories in Florida and Lapland, 

it was the emotional support and love we received from customers and 

Breastonôs close community that sustained us through this very difficult time. 

Breaston is truly a very special place and we thank you all.  

Lisa Wadsworth 

#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÉÎ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ɉÐÁÒÔ ΨɊ 
A friend of mine had a severe stroke and now has a big problem walking. 

Recently her husband decided they should venture out for a meal. She was 

using her walking aid, albeit very slowly, to get into the caf®, aided by her 

husband. A lady unknown to them was watching my friend struggle to get from 

the car into the caf®. This lady decided to pay for their meal because she was 

so impressed with the effort my friend had put in. 

A case of "kindness of strangers"ïnow friends.  

Jeanne Wilson 

3ÔȢ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌȭÓ 0ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÌ #ÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ ÆÏÒ ΨΦΧή 
The 2018 Pictorial Calendar will be on sale at church services, and also when 

the church is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and at church functions held 

in the church hall. All of the pictures in the calendar are in, or of, Breaston and 

so makes a good Christmas gift particularly for relatives who may live a distance 

away. The price remains the same at Ã5. If you have difficulty getting a copy, 

please contact Colin Sanderson on 01332 872631 or a member of the church. 

  

This was taken shortly after Robert was diagnosed;  
note the storm clouds looming behind the fam ily...  
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Events  
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Contacts  

$ÒÁÙÃÏÔÔ 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Will Batchelor teresa_will@btinternet.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson  01332 872615 

   alesi4@sky.com   
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"ÒÅÁÓÔÏÎ 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priests Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

  Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07999 584 433 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston Park Football Club  www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Josie Morris  01332 874325    

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 
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