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Thought for the month  

A sure and certain hope 
We live in an age when science, technology and medicine are advancing with breathtaking 

speed. New discoveries are made almost every day and satellite communications have 

reduced the world to a global village and news of events is instantaneous. A lot of the 

standards from the past have been swept away in a wave of liberalism and political 

correctness. Humankind is so clever that the existence of God is questioned by what appears 

to be an increasing majority of people. 

Rationalisation, for many, is the new way to think and óif cannot be proved beyond 

reasonable doubtô, then it is no longer acceptable. The State has taken over responsibility 

for most of Community Care, which used to be provided by the Church in the past. As a 

result, a vital link between the Church and the local people has been lost. 

We are told that rates of anxiety, depression, self-harm, suicide and loneliness are on the 

increase in our society. Sadly, medication does not always provide the answers. However, 

recent research has found that in this situation, when all else has failed, religion can help to 

alleviate symptoms on a long-term basis. This is because it offers peace and comfort in times 

of desperate need. The study concluded that this was due to the fact that religion provides 

hope when everything seems hopeless. 

Christianity is classified as a religion, but Christians prefer to say that their faith is based 

on a personal and very individual relationship with God, in and through the Lord Jesus 

Christ. They also rely on the evidence and witness of countless Christians down the ages, 

who have testified to the fact that God loves all His children and cares for them. This is the 

basis of their ósure and certain hopeô not just for this current of life here on earth but a future 

eternal life, in the place called heaven. This hope can be yours if you wish and when God 

says óTrust Meô, why not take Him up on His offer? 

As Saint Paul wrote to the Roman Church: óSo I pray that the God who gives you hope will 

keep you happy and full of peaceô. 

Christopher Hayne 
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Still Space 

Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives  

Kicking Leaves  
 

Joy  of kicking leaves!  
Shuffling,  
scrunching,  
scuffing frustrations  
in the dust.  
Heart lifts  
as unexpected sunshine touches  
russet, gold and brown  
and baby -blue plays hide and seek  
between the clouds.  
Summer fashions,  
randomly discarded,  
now delight;  
I stomp and kick,  
pondering this ease  
of letting go.  

May I too  
stand proud  
on wintry days,  
skeleton mortality  
exposed  
in all humility,  
whispering  
to those who scuff  
and scrunch  
and kick my leaves  
that,  
under cold ground,  
life goes on.  

 

 

April McIntyre, Lay Reader, St.Michaelôs Church, Breaston 

Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on behalf of 

churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. It is printed by Elson &Hall, Derby 

Road, Long Eaton. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, DERBY, DE72 

3DX, or see details on page 32. 

Copy Day 
For the next issue of the magazine is the  17th of this month 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott news can 

be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to be forwarded to the 

Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will have to be held over 

From the editor 
Did you enjoy the Pumpkin Party? Weôll have news and views in our next edition ï the 

event always happens after this edition goes to print! 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston  Village  News  

History 
The BCF was formed in January 2012 after St Michaelôs Church created a ñMission Action 

Planò, one element of which encouraged PCC members to speak to key people in the 

community. Subsequently, Revôd Chris Smedley met with Mark Haylett (then of Breaston 

Park Football Club); one of the ideas which came from this was to create a forum which 

brought all of the disparate groups and activities in the village under one umbrella for 

the potential benefit of the community. Mark suggested a website be created to see more 

easily the good work the Parish Council were doing and to enable groups to join together 

sharing resources where appropriate and avoid clashes of dates. 

The BCF took off and much has been achieved in the past five years with the village 

organisations working closer together bringing about a stronger community spirit which 

makes Breaston a much better place to live. One the most amazing achievements has 

been the BFC Breaston in Bloom team winning the Silver award on their first attempt 

this year. 

Open Meeting  
Why not come along to our Open Meeting on Tuesday 28th November and find out more 

about the BCF and bring some new ideas and suggestions? This will be held in the upper 

room of the Chequerôs Inn starting at 7.30 pm with a short AGM followed by an open 

meeting for all to voice their views and suggestions. You will also be able to see a display 

of all that has been achieved over the last five years, and hear from committee members 

what is in the pipeline for the future. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Jean Lupton 

Breaston Flower Circle 

ôThese are a few of my favourite thingsõ by Eileen Barraclough.  
Yorkshireôs Eileen Barracloughôs dry sense of humour brought the September Flower 

Circleôs Demonstration to life. 

óThese are a few of my favourite thingsô was based on Eileenôs favourite, unbreakable 

containers, structures, flowers and plant material. The wood which takes up a large part 

of her garden restricts what she can produce so she focusses on growing evergreen plants 

which she can use in her work all year round, although this seemingly did not prevent 



 6 6 

 

her once from raiding a neighbourhood garden for Bergenia leaves from what she 

mistook for public ground. Happily, all ended well! 

Her first design took shape accompanied by hilarious 

tales of various remedies in the fight against the 

invasion of slugs (some exploding) and snails (some 

garlic filled)! This initial arrangement set the scene for 

what followed. The texture of foliage was worked 

alongside the delicacy of the flowers. Here, lilac gladioli 

were complimented by the vibrant green anastasia and 

finished off with a deep purple orchid which was used 

as the focal point.  

The ensuing arrangements accompanied by various wooden or metal accessories ranged 

from the simple to the elaborate. Grasses were teamed with spray roses, carnations, 

berries, black-eyed susie, various avalanche roses and hydrangea heads to name a few. 

Eileenôs favourite pastime is entering flower arranging competitions, so not surprisingly 

her most used stand had to be included in this demonstration. The metal structure itself 

lends itself to dramatic designs and this final arrangement was framed by shaped fronds 

of palm leaves. Add to this, tales of her blow-up life-sized dummy dressed in her 

husbandôs clothes which she used as a travel companion and Eileen ended her session 

with much laughter and provided a real tonic to all who attended. 

Elaine Bainbridge 

Date and time of next meetings - 
24th October 7.30pm, óCat Boot Collectionô by Lynn Sharp, Breaston Methodist hall 

28th November 7.30pm. óChristmasô by Tony Brown, Duchess Theatre, Long Eaton, ticket 

only 

Breaston Elder Citizens Club 
The Chairman and Committee Members of the above club regretfully wish it to be known 

that unfortunately due to no one able to take over the above Club which has operated for 

more than 60 years in the village it will be closing after the annual Christmas Party on 

the 14th December. 

The group meets every week on a Thursday afternoon in the Scout Hut, Breaston from 

2pm - 4pm, we have enjoyed 5 trips out during the year, played bingo, had various 

speakers on a large range of topics, celebrated with an Anniversary tea and closed the 

year with a Christmas party (supported by Mr. Parkinson) hopefully giving elderly 

citizens the chance to get out and enjoy a couple of hours in other people's company. 

If by any chance there is someone in the community willing to help run this group in 

order for it to continue into 2018, please contact the Chairman, Mr Derek Moore on 0115 

8497840. 
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Men's Danger Club 
ñThe Menôs Danger Club covers a wide area with men from Breaston, Draycott, 

Borrowash, Long Eaton, Toton, Ilkeston etc. coming to our events. It is open to all men 

who enjoy activities specially designed for men. There is no membership fee: we only pay 

for each individual event. Contact details are listed on page 32. 

The Menôs Danger Club enjoyed ñWinging Itò for their September event. A visit to the 

Long Eaton Model Aero Club for a superb display of flying and acrobatics. We were 

amazed at the great variety of planes which the members have from aeronautic biplanes 

to helicopters to jets. All the members are willing to talk about their planes and discuss 

all aspects of flying them. 

This was a ñDads and Ladsò event to enable the youngsters to enjoy time with dads and 

granddads watching the aircraft fly and even to óHave a Goô. Many took advantage of the 

ñBuddy Boxò which is duel control boxes. The owner would take their plane quite high 

before handing the controls. Wouldnôt you? If anything went wrong the owner has plenty 

of time to recover control of their plane through their control unit. 

The club (LEMAC) bought polystyrene kit gliders for the lads to decorate and fly. Prizes, 

provided by MDC, for the best decorated and the longest flight and mini prizes for all 

who took part so no-one left empty-handed! 

The variety of monoplanes and biplanes displayed their skills, looping the loop, twisting 

and turning in victory rolls, stopping in ascending flight before falling back then turning 

to resume their flight in their gentle control of the skies: hovering helicopters which need 

plenty of oil to keep their 2-stroke engines cool; planes which soared almost out of sight 

before a dramatic dive and suddenly level out; the Dart, a self-built aircraft, triangular in 

shape with a jet engine and able to perform fantastic manoeuvres at speed; the jetsïfast 

flying aircraft soaring to pinpoint sight then descending rapidly before pulling out into 

level flight inches above the runway in front of us. Control comes through many months 

of experience and has to be automatic due to the speed of the plane. 

We went last year and one Danger Man decided to join their club.  

Our thanks to the Long Eaton Model Aero Club for their friendship, Buddy Boxes and the 

wonderful display they gave.  

John Skinner 

The Falls Clinic 
On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in Breaston 

Methodist Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they 

were and need to keep joints and muscles moving. It does make you think about how you 

are walking and some of the exercises are done sitting down. The cost is Ã3.50 per week, 

payable weekly and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. 

The group leader is Jo: for more information, she can be contacted on 07794 157 766. 
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Breaston Evergreen Club 
for the over 60s held at the METHODIST CHURCH HALL, Blind Lane every Tuesday 

afternoon at 1.30pm to 3.30pm. 

At the end of November we will be going to Birmingham Xmas Market. We pick up at 

Draycott, West Park Car Park, and Asda. When not out on trips we play Bingo, Box 

games, Dominoes have Raffles and talks on various things of interest, like the PDSA, Fire 

safety, etc... So why not come and join our Friendly club for more details please call club 

Secretary Malcolm on 0115 946 1430 or 07754 409 443. 

George Keeling 1925ð2017 
It was with a tremendous sense of loss that both parishes heard of the death of George 

Keeling. He was such an institution in the village, that it is hard to imagine life without 

him. 

Born in Draycott in 1925 the youngest of the family with four much loved older sisters, 

he was to remain in the area all his life. From an early age he had kept a diary and his 

teenage years were marked with wonderful insights such as ñ served for 8.00am 

Communion at Wilne; collected shrapnel from a bomb crater on the way homeò and 

ñHitler invaded Russia. I went fishingò 

On leaving school he worked for Elson and Robbins and later Britsh Celanese before 

being called up into the RAF where he had a very lucky escape when an unexploded 

2,000lb bomb slipped from a returning aircraft and fell against his legs. 

After a short spell in the Fleet Air Arm, he returned home to Draycott where he met and 

married Audrey in 1952. They were to spend 64 years of happy marriage in Breaston and 

with their children Amanda and Phillipa were to become a familiar and respected family. 

George had seemingly endless practical skillsðmechanic, electrician, carpenter, 

decorator, but he is probably best remembered for his artistic talents. (He had been 

offered an audition with RADA just after the war but been unable to attend due to 

rheumatic fever.) Undeterred he shared his talent at a local level. He performed in many 

amateur productions. He wrote hymns, poems and plays and was thrilled to see his Good 

Friday Play ñThe Darkness and The Dawn ñ performed several times in Breaston 

Methodist Church. 

His deep Christian faith had always been central to Georgeôs life. As a boy, he had sung 

in the choir at Wilne, served at the altar, and read during services, and latterly was 

saddened when infirmity prevented him from attending church. His faith guided the way 

he lived his life for good and sustained him through good times and bad. It was deep and 

unshakeable. 
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George was a survivor. Heôd suffered 

diphtheria and rheumatic fever as a young man 

and cancer in his 50s. Even in his 90s he 

seemed indestructible. In recent years heôd 

fallen off Hadrianôs wall, gone head first into 

the Golden Brook, thrown himself into a 

bonfire, driven his mower over a retaining 

wallðall recounted in chuckling detail once 

heôd recovered!! There was nothing miserable 

about George. He had a boyish sense of humour 

and a unique way of spreading happiness and 

fun which instantly put us at our easeðand 

enriched the lives of so many. 

May these thoughts bring comfort to his 

daughters Amanda and Phillipa and all the 

family at this time. 

Ruth Pechey 

Breaston Belles Womenõs Institute 
We are delighted to have this first report from Breaston Belles WI.  Ed. 

The October meeting of Breaston Belles WI was enjoyed by 49 members. There was 

plenty of time to talk as the meeting focused on óBits and Bobsô of yesteryear. Bob Neil 

and his wife Nell provided the artefacts and members were in competitive teams to try to 

identify the object and its use. Most of their collection was óinheritedô from family. They 

had become custodians of the objects which ranged from a wig holder and a string 

dispenser to a wooden form to make a paper bag for salt or tea! They were very interesting 

to listen to and engaged the ladies in the historical element of the objects. We particularly 

enjoyed our refreshments this month as we had voted for cakes rather than biscuits at all 

our forthcoming meetings!  

We do something every week and started a weekly Knit and Natter group many months 

ago, a monthly Ladies Lunch out and next month we are starting a monthly Craft Group. 

Our Autumn Group meeting was a very interesting, lively, humorous and at times a 

thought-provoking talk by the previous High Sherriff of Derbyshire, Liz Fothergill, 

followed by entertainment by Strings Attached performing poetry and songs entitled The 

Sepia Soldier. 

In three events that we have participated in this year, the County Show, the Bakewell 

Show and the Ockbrook and Redhill WI Show we have come away with 8 second places 

and 4 third places which we were extremely pleased with in our first year! We will now 

need to aim for first places next year! 

Our recent trips have included a visit to London to Kensington Palace and to watch óThe 

Girlsô musical, a trip on the Cromford Canal and a theatre visit to see óCrazy for Youô at 

George performing his 

"Breaston Boy" monologue 

(searchable on YouTube) 
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the newly refurbished Chatsworth Centre in Long Eaton. We also plan to visit Chatsworth 

House and itôs many outlets in November. Our forthcoming trip, in December, on a Mini-

Cruise to Bruges, is eagerly awaited by members wishing to visit the Christmas Market 

there, the lights, buildings and canals. A Christmas Meal at Donington Manor Hotel will 

follow this a few days later. 

Acts of Kindness  
The Derbyshire Federation of Womenôs Institutes has challenged all Derbyshire WI to 

undertake a Community Challenge which will run from 1 September 2017 to 31 July 2018 

for its own centenary in 2018. Breaston Belles WI has chosen to undertake óActs Of 

Kindnessô and promote this in our local community of Breaston. The Challenge will be 

recorded in the form of a hardback photographic book.  

Our logo is AéOK! So look out for this in the coming 

year!  

We will be working with local groups to promote Acts 

Of Kindness over the coming year. Members have 

already agreed to support Firfield School in this 

initiative and to volunteer in some way at Breastonôs 

VIP and the Deaf-Blind Group, Breaston Good 

Neighbour Scheme and Breaston Scout Group. 

This 

Challenge is 

something that everyone in the village can 

participate in. Itôs about the small everyday acts 

such as smiling, saying thank you, letting 

someone go first, holding the door open for 

someone or encouraging someone with a 

compliment, caring for your neighbours, sending 

flowers, passing on magazines, writing a letter of 

thanks for good service or volunteering in our community. These acts can all make a 

difference to the lives of the residents of Breaston in being the recipient of the act but 

also in the perception of friendliness, community spirit and support available. It is also a 

fact that the benefactor enjoys an even greater ófeel good factorô from their act with 

ópositive endorphinsô being released. 

There is no reason not to be involved and the first óbig dayô in the calendar is Monday 

13 November which is World Kindness Day. What will you achieve by then and on that 

special day? Please let us know about your Acts Of Kindness with a call, message, note or 

photograph. 

Contact details: 

President of Breaston Belles WI: Glynis Stafford 

Mobile: 07986 961162   Email: breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

Post: 8 Earlswood Close Breaston Derby DE72 3UF 

 

!ΧhYΗ  
Acts Of Kindness ς a small 
interaction or deed with a 
positive impact:    
  making Breaston even 
                  better!  
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Dr aycott  Village  News  

Church Wilne Rotary Club 
With so many natural disasters currently happening throughout the world, the Church 

Rotary club members agreed recently to forward a Ã2,000 donation to ShelterBox. 

The sturdy green ShelterBoxes are designed to help people who have lost everything. 

They are filled with practical tools and utensils that help to create the framework for 

everyday life. 

Each contains a family-sized tent that protects people from the elements and provides a 

safe space in which people can start to recover from physical and emotional trauma 

The contents differ depending on the disaster and the climate, but items, such as solar 

lights, water storage and purification equipment, thermal blankets and cooking utensils 

help start the process of creating a home. 

For more information go to www.shelterbox.org 

Awards for Courage  

The Rotary Club of Church Wilne recently welcomed Rotarians Dave Strange & Glen 

Foreman to its speaker evening. They gave an inspirational talk about the ñAwards for 

Courageò they organise through the Rotary Club of Newark Castle. This annual event 

recognises the tremendous courage shown by the 

recipients in overcoming adversity. These young people 

are nominated by local schools to receive this recognition. 

The awards lunch has been run for the last 6 years and is 

widely supported within the local community, attracting a 

number of sponsors and support from, the Mayor, Chair 

of the local Council and Rotary District Governor.  

L-R: Elliot Watson, James Metcalfe, Ellie Roberts and Hannah 

Watts. Marion Brown represented Laura McGinley 

Full details of the awards are on the Rotary Club of Newark Castle web site 

http://www.rotary1220.org/nca 

For more information on Rotary please visit our website http://churchwilnerotary.org.uk 

alternatively, contact Rotarian Nigel Roberts at rccw1220@gmail.com. 

Ray Terry 

Church Wilne Rotary Club Christmas Float Dates  

Tuesday 5th  Draycott Christmas Lights Switch-on 

Thursday 14th   Draycott East 

Friday 15th  Draycott West 

The roving Christmas float will be moving from just after 6:15pm until 8:30/9:00pm 

 

http://www.shelterbox.org/
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Church  News  

Church Calendars 
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Regular events 

St. Michael õs, Breaston  
Every Wednesday  2:30pm - 3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday  10:30am - Noon Church open 

Every Thursday  9:30am - Holy Communion 

First Sunday  7:30pm -  Breaston Churches Together Prayer and Praise at 

the Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday  7:30pm - Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday  2:15pm - Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday  2:00pm - Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott  
Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on Saturday 10am -11.30am. 

Please do come along, Coffee, Biscuits and a chat just 50p. 

 

The Wesley Guild, Breaston 
Meets in the Schoolroom, Blind Lane at 7.30pm. The entire session is every Thursday 

evening from September to April. The meetings are open to anyone from the community 

who would like to join us. 

Thurs 2nd Nov A talk on Freelance Journalism - presented by Ms Lynn Dixon 

Thurs 9th Nov A Talk on The Great Martin Luther - presented by Mrs Faith Cook 

Thurs 16th Nov Music, Humour and Stories with Alan and Jean 

Thurs 23rd Nov An Organistôs Life - presented by Mr Colin Sanderson 

Thurs 30th Nov óA funny thing happened on the way to the surgeryô - presented by Dr 

John Dorman 

Please come along and join us, you will receive a warm welcome. If you should just 

fancy coming along to one of the evenings the cost would be Ã1.50.  

Come Follow Me 
Well, I hope you enjoyed the Come Follow Me events, and were able to draw out of them 

things which you found helpful and useful.  For many of us, it has been a wonderful week, 

and I think few of us will be quite the same again. 

I know that some of you helped complete questionnaires about the spiritual state of the 

village.  To all those who took time out to do this I would say a big thank you. Here are 

the results, and they are worth looking at ï they may surprise you: 

Q1: Do you believe in some kind of God? 

Yes  ...................................  82% (personal = 51%, a force or distant = 26%) 

No  .....................................  32% 

Not sure  ............................  16% 

Something else  ..................  22% 
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Q2: What happens after death? 

Die and thatôs it  ................. 43% 

Reincarnation  ................... 23% 

All go to heaven  .................  21% 

Heaven of hell  ..................  24% 

Unsure  ..............................  31% 

Something else  ..................  14% 

Q3: Who do you think Jesus was? 

Myth (never existed)  .........  10% 

Ordinary man .................... 34% 

Prophet  ............................. 34% 

Son of God  ........................  56% 

Other  .................................  11% 

Q4(1): What Question would you ask God? 

Various answers, but the most popular was ñWhy does God allow suffering?ò 

Q4(2): Have you ever prayed or had a spiritual experience? 

Yes   ....................................  54% 

No   ....................................  18% 

Several said they pray every day/night, and several that they have had a 

supernatural experience. 

Q5: Would you like to know God personally? 

Yes ..................................... 70% 

No  .....................................  19% 

Unsure  ................................ 3% 

If anyone would like to explore these questions further or find out more about who Jesus 

was and what he did, I would recommend that you get on one of the many ALPHA 

COURSES that are running in the village (contact Chris Smedley 872242 for details).  I 

hope to see you there. 

Jonathan Stanyon 

Praying for Draycott 
Our monthly meeting for prayer is going well and encouraging us all. Twelve people at 

the September session. If you have a concern for all the people who live or work in 

Draycott then you are welcome to join us at any time between 12.00 ï 1.00pm. We know 

that some people attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday November 22nd. Join us if you can! 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 
Dates for the November Lunch Club are 10th & 24th. 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey participants 

to and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is held on alternate 

Fridays. Please contact Nancy on 01332 873619 if you can help.  
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Draycott Methodist Cafe Services - 

Church ð but not as you know it!  
On the second Sunday morning of each month, we have a different sort of óchurchô in 

Draycott. Informal, sitting with friends around tables. 

¶ Tea & Coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

NO CAFE CHURCH THIS MONTH AS IT FALLS ON REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

At Draycott Methodist Church on the corner of Market St & Derwent St, DE72 3NB 

 

Breaston Methodist Church News 
Although I am somewhat out of circulation at the moment, I hear that the Mission has 

proceeded really well and some very interesting meetings and events have taken place, 

both fun times and learning times and more folk in the village have been made aware 

that the presence of our Lord and the Holy Spirit are in our midst. May they come to 

know Jesus as their friend and follow His way. Thelma 

*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW***** 
Sunday  5th  November 

From 4.30pm until 5.30pm 

Our first Praise Party at The Methodist Church in Breaston with fun for all the family. 

There will be Singingé Storiesé Dramaé Crafté Competitions & Food! 

For One hour on the first Sunday in the month. 

For more info, pick up a leaflet or call Dean Anderson on 07914072348 

Our first Praise Party will include Sparklers, Hot Dogs & Mushy Peas!   

Dates  for  your  diary  
18th November  Christmas Craft Fair 

17th December 6.00pm Candlelit Carol Concert 

25th December 10.30am Deacon Terry Street takes our Christmas morning service 

 

Friends of St Chadõs 2017 Membership 
If you are interested in joining the óFriendsô and supporting the commitment to preserve 

this lovely ancient building, then please call the Membership Secretary Jackie Enever 

01332 873140. You could also call in at Gary Dundas at Draycott to obtain a membership 

application form. 

Only Ã6 each or Ã12 for a family. 
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The Draycott Guild 
We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 7.30pm 

Membership is Ã8 for sessions September to December - Give us a try 

 

Weds 1st Nov 'Red Cross' A talk by Dr John Dorman on the history and work of the 

Red Cross 

Weds 15th Nov 'Bright Reflections' 

An evening of light entertainment and music 

Weds 29th Nov 'Musical films from the Swinging Sixties' 

Presented by Mary de Ville 

Please come and join us, You will receive a warm welcome 

 

The Padley Centre Letter to Draycott Churches Together 
On behalf of everyone at Padley, I would like to thank you for your kind Harvest gift 

donation. 

Your contribution is invaluable in enabling us to continue delivering services to the most 

vulnerable in our society. It contributes towards 

¶ providing support to help the homeless and destitute with our Basic Needs Service 

while Support Staff help them rebuild their lives and move on to sustainable 

futures. 

¶ delivering educational and therapeutic classes 

¶ providing life skills training 

¶ and ensuring a safe and supportive environment where people with disabilities can 

grow and those with multiple and complex needs can begin their journey into their 

own tenancy, finding employment and making a positive contribution 

 

Without your kind generosity our services to the homeless, destitute and vulnerable 

would be sadly depleted, with it you enable significant change to be achieved in the lives 

of people in genuine need. 

 

Verse of the month 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 

your own understanding; in all your ways submit to 

him, and he will make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
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Children  and  Youth  

 
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an adult. COME AND JOIN US FOR 

CRAFTS, FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. Organised by Draycott Churches Together, we 

meet in Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of Market Street & Derwent Street, on 

the 2nd Monday of each month.  

Our next Messy Church is on Monday November 13th from 3.30 ï 5.30 P.M.  

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden (01332 

873388) 

 

Scouts, Guides, Brownies & Rainbows 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Mondays - For more information 

contact Brown Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. 

Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï

7:15pm in St Maryôs during term time. Spaces 

available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at 

www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights 

in the Scout Hall on Blind Lane.  

Helpers are urgently needed. 

Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 
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Explorers 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall every 

Tuesday during term time from 3:30-5:00pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, 

competitions, crafts and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the 

team at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25pm and collect any 

children attending the club and then walk them back to the church hall. This means 

parents simply have to come to the church hall at 5:00pm to pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to 

come, please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form.  

Youth Caf® News 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in the 

summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you for all the support from everyone involved and 

for our awesome young people from in and around 

Breaston. We now have almost 50 young people a week 

coming to Youth Caf®. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community 

Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

Young Church 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs now starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the children 

can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

  

Breaston Sunbeams Baby and 

Toddler Group meets on Mondays 

in term time 10:30-11:30am in 

Breaston Methodist Church. Contact 

Annie Noble on 07595 351 582.  

Draycott Churches Together 

Mother, Baby & Toddler Group, 

why not come and join us on Wednesday mornings 10.30 ï 11.30 a.m. at St Maryôs Hall, 

Draycott, sensory play, songs and stories, refreshments, free play, time to chat. For more 

information contact Ruth Pechey: 0115 9726321 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

Coach and Horses, Draycott 
When Mark Gilliver and his wife Jo took over the Coach and Horses in Draycott, there 

were some who doubted that they would be able to make a success of it. The pub had 

been empty for a while and, at the time pub closures in the UK were running at 25 a day. 

Not surprising then that some doom-mongers in the village declared it to be a white 

elephant. 

Well, that was six years ago and in that time Mark (49), who has extensive experience as 

a publican, has created a cracking pub that has won plaudits from his customers. 

A former coaching inn and farmhouse dating back to the late 18th Century, the premises 

have been completely renovated to create a traditional English country pub, with low 

ceilings, exposed beams and subdued lighting creating a homely ambience. 

There are a large main bar and a 

smaller Sports Bar with a pool table 

and large TV screen, on which 

major sporting events are regularly 

screened. On October 8, for 

instance, there will be a Race Night 

to raise funds for a veteransô football 

club with punters able to watch pre-

recorded horse races and bet on the 

horses. A roaring fire on cold winter 

days provides a warm welcome in 

this bar. 

ñA traditional English pub plays a vital part in the social life of a villageò, says Mark. ñIt 

was my aim to establish the Coach and Horses as a social community centre. Not just a 

somewhere to have a pint, but the focus for community life in Draycott. A meeting place 

where people from different backgrounds and all ages can get together and exchange 

ideas.ò 

The Draycott Village Fund group, for instance, started here and now meets in the main 

bar every month. Among the many other projects that the pub has been involved in are 

the: Scarecrow Festival, Party in the Park, Dickensian Christmas Fayre, Derby and 

Sandiacre Canal Society and Open Gardens Allotment project.  

Space for the allotments was provided in part of the pubôs car park to create eight large 

raised beds, planted with fruit and vegetables by community groups, including the 

Scouts, Brownies and Church Childrenôs Group. One bed is raised slightly higher to make 

it easier for people who canôt reach down to the ground and is accessible by wheelchairs. 

On weekends vegetables are sold on the allotment and coffee and snacks are available. 
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All these projects have strengthened the Coach and Horsesô relationships with local 

groups and brought many new people to the pub. Another reason for the popularity of 

the pub is the live entertainment provided on a regular basis (check the pubôs web site: 

www.thecoachdraycott.co.uk). 

Tuesday is Open Mic night, Thursday is pool night, and every two weeks on a Saturday is 

music night with either Karaoke, a singer or a band. 

Key to the success of the Coach and Horses is the excellent choice of food and drink on 

offer. ñAll our food is homemade, appetising and good value for money,ò says Mark. ñWe 

are renowned for our Sunday lunch sharing platter. This consists of a selection of meats, 

such as pork, beef, turkey and gammon, served with vegetables and Yorkshire pudding. 

ñWeôve built up an excellent reputation for serving fine food and attract customers from 

miles around,ò he added proudly.  

There is an exceedingly large variety of alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks. It includes 

lagers, draught cider and four real ales, BG Sips & Infinity, Sharps Doom Bar, Greene 

King Abbot and a guest beer (the Coach and Horses is listed in CAMRAôs 2017 Good Beer 

Guide). On offer, in addition, are three wines on tap, including the renowned Californian 

Zinfandel, draught cider, and Lanson Champagne, as well as tea and coffee. The pub also 

boasts an extensive range of premium gins - perfect when accompanied by a Fever Tree 

tonic water. 

Itôs not just punters who enjoy the hospitality here, dogs too are welcome. The pub 

provides dog beds, water bowls and treats for your four-legged friend. However, what 

you definitely wonôt find here is a white elephant! 

The Coach & Horses serves meals Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights from 5-9 and 

12-3 on Sunday. Opening Times are 4-7 Monday; 4-11 Tuesday and Wednesday; 2-11.30 

Thursday and Friday; 12-11.30 Saturday; 12-11 Sunday. 

It is situated in Victoria Road, Draycott. Telephone (01332) 874636. 

Peter Jones 

Mindfulness 

Helping people improve their general well -being , emotional health 

and physical health.  
I was introduced to mindfulness around four years ago and have never looked back! 

Mindfulness has had such a positive impact on my life that I know I will continue 

practising it for the rest of my life. It has helped me so much that I have trained to be a 

Mindfulness Teacher and now train others to help them benefit.  

So what is Mindfulness? 

Have you ever started eating a snack bar, taken a couple of bites, then noticed all you had 

left was an empty packet in your hand? Or been driving somewhere and arrived at your 

destination only to realize that you remember nothing about your journey? Most people 

have! These are common examples of ñliving on autopilot.ò In our modern, busy lives, we 
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constantly multi-task. Itôs easy to lose awareness of the present moment when we become 

lost in our efforts to juggle work, home, finances, and other conflicting demands. 

Mindfulness is the ability to be fully present to what is going on in our lives, aware of 

where we are and what weôre doing. Mindfulness enables us to tune into the reality of the 

present moment rather than re-living the past or worrying about the future. 

Why bother doing it? 

I have found that practising regular Mindfulness (even just for 10 minutes a day!) has 

significantly helped my health. I was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis in my early 20ôs 

and now Iôm approaching 40 my health is great ï have hardly any relapses, less tired, 

more energy and I even run regularly now ï I know most of this is thanks to Mindfulness. 

Mindfulness has helped me to look after myself 

more, rest and relax when I need to (I used to 

rush through the week at 100 mph and then 

would feel exhausted and need the weekend to 

recover!). I now worry and stress a lot less. I 

respond more than react, my emotions are 

calmer. I can think a lot more clearly and be 

more creative. Mindfulness practice has 

improved my relationships with those close to 

me and even my relationship with myself ï Iôm 

a lot kinder! I now tend to spend more time 

being in the moment and less time lost in 

thought about the past or future ï I feel Iôm 

actually living my life!!  

Overall I feel Mindfulness has helped me to feel 

much more content and happy in my life and I 

love showing others how to do it to feel like this too. 

Emma Wardropper 

St. Michaelõs Pictorial Calendar for 2018 
The 2018 Pictorial Calendar will be on sale at church services, and also when the church 

is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and at church functions held in the church hall. 

All of the pictures in the calendar are in, or of, Breaston and so makes a good Christmas 

gift particularly for relatives who may live a distance away. The price remains the same 

at Ã5. If you have difficulty getting a copy please contact Colin Sanderson on 01332 

872631, or a member of the church. 

Autumn Wedding 1947 
Fred Millward was 24 and Beryl 22 when they first met. They married at St. Michaelôs 

Church in October 1947 ï over 70 years ago! She wore a beautiful full-length wedding 

dress and had a bouquet of bronze and white chrysanthemums. 
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In 1948 they were allocated a council house in Draycott, which they were able to buy at a 

reduced price some 20 years later. They still live at the same address. It was here that 

their two sons Gordon and  Brian were born ï they now have 3 grandchildren and 5 great-

grandchildren. 

Fred supplemented his weekly wage by working on Slater Farm looking after cattle, and 

poultry at Edwinstowe. He was a driver at Parkes Lacemakers and then worked on the 

embroidery machines. 

Long may this steadfast marriage continue! 

Josephine Eaton 

 

Reflections 
An occasional series of one-line meditations on reflections, echoes and shadows ï none 

of which have any actual substance, but nevertheless can provide a moment of thoughtful 

calm in a busy world. 

If you would like us to include one of your reflections, then drop us a line. 

 

Reflection 4 
The upside-down image in the bowl of a spoon 

Josephine Eaton    
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Events  
Remembrance Services 
Remembrance Services will be taking place as usual on Sunday 12th November. 

Breaston  
From 10:50 at the Memorial Garden on the Green, and then in Breaston Methodist 

Church. The Green and Blind Lane will be closed to traffic whilst the Remembrance 

Service takes place. 

Draycott  
There will be an act of Remembrance at the War Memorial on Station Road at 12 noon. 

Wreaths will be laid by representatives of the Parish Council and other village 

organisations. Everyone is welcome to attend. There will be a service at St Maryôs Church, 

Victoria Road, Draycott at 10.45am. Everyone welcome. 

Please note a temporary road closure will be in operation between 11.30 am and 12.30 

pm on Station Road from its junction with Harrington Street to its junction with Hills 

Road, Breaston. 
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ARCADE PLAYERS present 

TRIVIAL PURSUIT S 
Duchess Theatre, Long Eaton 15th ï 18th November 2017 

Come and see the Arcade Playersô first 

production of the season ï TRIVIAL 

PURSUITS. Itôs a laugh a minute at the Trealaw 

and District Operatic Societyôs annual 

barbeque. Nick, the producer and business 

manager, intends to announce the name of the 

next production, but will only hint as to what it 

might be. Members use every trick in the book 

to persuade him to choose a production in 

which they might take the lead. Home truths, 

dirty tricks and innuendos abound in this very 

funny play. Hilarity and drama help to build the 

tension for the final and surprising result. 

Tickets are on sale now ï you can buy them 

online at duchess-theatre.com or 

arcadeplayers.co.uk. You can also purchase 

them by ringing 01332 875350 or why not pop down to the Duchess Theatre, West Gate, 

Long Eaton on a Saturday morning between 10 am and 12 noon and have a cup of coffee 

whilst you are there. 
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BREASTON W.I. 
COFFEE  MORNING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Michaelõs Church Hall, Breaston 

  Sat 4th November 10 til 12  

Home -made cakes, preserves, tombola, 
cards and jewellery stalls  

Plus A SALE of Pre -loved Scarves  

 

Proceeds to our chosen charities  
for this year : 

Friday Friends (based in Long 
Eaton)  

And Breaston Community Forum  
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Contacts  

Draycott 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Will Batchelor teresa_will@btinternet.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson alesi4@sky.com  01332 872615 
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Breaston 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priests Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

  Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07999 584 433 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Breaston Park Football Club www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Liz Neal 0115 9724042 

Breaston Belles WI Glynis Stafford 07986 961162 

   breastonbelleswi@talktalk.net 

    8 Earlswood Close DE72 3UF 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

   www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-

valley 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

 

http://www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley
http://www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewash-valley
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Mindfulness  

8 Session Course  

Wednesday evenings  

7.30 ï 9.00pm  

Weds 10 th  January 2018 ï Weds 

7th  March 2018  

(no session on 21 st  Feb)  

Breaston Methodist Church  

This course is CPD Accredited  

£195.00  (including  a booklet with 

guidance & a free App) 

Contact Emma Wardropper:  
info@emmawardropper.co.uk  

07971 153 790 

 

 

 

mailto:info@emmawardropper.co.uk
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