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Thought for the month  

Life In All Its Abundance 
There is an old saying which goes: 

ñEvery month has its own flower 

And every season brings its own contentmentò 

 And yes, while disliking the longer nights and colder weather, there is something very 

special about October, with its woody smells, its mists and ñmellow fruitfulnessò. 

Itôs the time when the growing season reaches its climax and British fruit dominates the 
supermarket shelves, and offloading windfalls from the gardens of Draycott and Breaston, 
meets with varying levels of success as the month goes on. 

I for one certainly appreciate food more as the weather becomes colder, and relish sitting 
down to a tasty warm meal in the evenings, with the central heating perhaps clicking in. 
and the curtains drawn. Life does seem good despite the weather. 

The message of Jesus Christ speaks of wanting us to have ñlife in all its abundanceò 

He wants us all to enjoy good things, but He also places responsibilities upon us all, not to 
become greedy or hoard.  

We all recognise Scrooge as a miser and hoarder  in Dickensô ñA Christmas Carolò, but is 
society any more caring today or do we just deceive ourselves differently. 

How many of us intend to donate something to the food bank centres but never get round 
to it and yet dispose of items from our cupboards which have reached their sell by date 
unused. Our own lives seem to occupy us completely. 

Jesusô life was quite the opposite. His was a ministry that touched people constantly, that 
recognised others needs and met themïno questions asked, that fed them not just 
spiritually but physically. Even those who didnôt like him commented upon this. 

So if we have one thought this month, let it be for those living less abundantly during this 
month of plenty. We might not find 5,000 to feed as Jesus did, but we can all make 
someoneôs life a little better, by donating something to the many charities or foodbanks who 
need our help. 

 Ruth Pechey, Reader,Wilne with Draycott and Breaston 

Still Space 

Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives  

Saviourõs Love 
Itôs funny the things you remember from your childhood. I can still see my mother 

dashing through the house with a duster, singing as she worked: popular songs of the 50ôs 

and 60ôs, Irish ballads, even a medley of choruses picked up in her youth from the 

Methodist Central Hall: 



 4 4 

 

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 

Steadfast and sure while the billows roll, 

Fastened to the Rock which cannot move, 

Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour's love. 

(from the hymn Will your anchor hold in the storms of life by Priscilla 

Jane Owens) 

In those days, I didnôt have much idea what this was about. I donôt 

think she did either but it was stirring and, somehow, comforting.  

We were just an ordinary family who sometimes, dutifully, went to church, particularly to 

Church Parades with the Brownies and Guides. God seemed remote and church a place for 

whispering and best behaviour, frequented by rather stiff, be-suited men and ladies in 

hats. Despite attending Sunday School and, later, being Confirmed, I found religion pretty 

boring and irrelevant. The óSaviourôs loveô was a nice idea but just words. How could it 

apply to me? 

Yet one Good Friday, now aged 16, I found myself kneeling in our old Parish Church at a 

quiet afternoon meditation, deeply moved by the pain and cost of Jesusô death on the 

cross ï a death that impacted directly on my life, bringing me close to God. This was 

something very real. 

As my mother and I walked home, we talked. I donôt remember what I said but apparently 

I explained to her how I had become a Christian: how, helped by a new teacher at school 

and the youth group Iôd been attending, I had encountered Jesus, God in human flesh. He 

wasnôt just a good man or an ancient role model. He was alive, active by his Holy Spirit 

and he loved me. I had invited this Jesus into my life. This must have made an impression 

on my mother and her own journey with God for, a few years later, at a church mission 

while I was away at University, she and my Father also became Christians. 

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secureé(Hebrews 6:19) 

Forty years on, there have been some rough seas and stormy weather to navigate but 

Jesus is still with me, anchoring and keeping me safe, always leading me on into 

experiences and adventures that enrich and stretch me. 

I wonder if the Saviourôs love has touched you in any way? Why not come along to some of 

the mission events in Breaston this month as we discover more about our spiritual 

journeys and the Saviour who loves each one of us? 

April McIntyre, Lay Reader, St.Michaelôs Church, Breaston 



  5 

 

Contents 
Thought for the month  .................................................................................................... 3 

Breaston Village News ..................................................................................................... 6 

Draycott Village News ..................................................................................................... 8 

Church News .................................................................................................................. 11 

Children and Youth  ........................................................................................................15 

Articles............................................................................................................................ 17 

Events ............................................................................................................................ 26 

Contacts ......................................................................................................................... 31 

Get involved! ................................................................................................................. 33 

Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on behalf of churches 

and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, DERBY, DE72 

3DX, or see details on page 32. 

Copy Day 
For the next issue of the magazine is 17th of this month 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott news can be 

passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to be forwarded to the 

Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will have to be held over 

 

From the editor 
What a month-and-a-bit itôs been! The Scarecrow Festival in Draycott on August Bank 

Holiday was a great event. How unusual for the weather to be warm and bright! But it 

certainly brought the crowds out to see the amazing array of scarecrows and was featured 

in the Derby Evening Telegraph. Weôve put three of the winners on the front cover, and the 

fourth (the Grim Reaper) along with the list of winners on page 9. 

Congratulations to both villages and the Dibbers and Bloomers on their superb results in 

the East Midlands in Bloom competition ï gold (and best in category) for Draycott and 

silver for Breaston at their first attempt. You can read all about on pages 6 and 8 

We would love to have someone from Draycott to collect the Draycott news for this 

magazine. Could this be you? Indeed, if you would like to be involved with any aspect of the 

production of the magazine (advertising, editing, artwork, distribution etc), then please get 

in touch ï details above. 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 

file:///C:/Users/jwlup/Desktop/Magazine%202017-10%20October-1.docx%23_Toc493849621
mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston  Village  News  
 

We are very proud to announce that Breaston in Bloom was awarded SILVER in this year's 

East Midlands in Bloom competition. For a first-time entry this is an excellent result and 

we are thrilled. The results were announced at an awards presentation in 'The Stump' 

church in Boston. Four of our Bloomers set off at 8 in the morning to find out how we had 

done. Awards were announced in population size groups so we had a little time to wait for 

our official category of  'Small town' (as was Draycott). Only one town was announced 

before ours in the category and they got Bronze, so when we were called next I was sure we 

also would get Bronze, but I was thrilled to hear the M.C. say 'Silver Award'. As we went up 

to collect our certificate the audience were shown a picture of our beautiful Crown bed and 

Buggingham Pallets in the Centenary garden and were told something about our entry. I 

didn't hear anything he said as it was all a euphoric blur whilst official photos were taken 

(and extras for the TV!). We were also delighted to hear that the Chequers Inn, who had 

been entered by us for a Best pub garden/display category also won Silver, and the efforts 

of the WI to plant around the bench on Risley lane were rewarded with one of the few special 

Judges Awards. To quote Brucie - Didn't we do well? 

We were given judgesô notes on our entry as feedback to work on for next year. A few of the 

things they mentioned were the lovely displays outside the Jet garage which were provided 

by residents of Heath gardens, the imaginative  bollard planters outside the Co-op (funded 

by a resident) and of course the wonderful Yarn bombing. 

We extend a huge thank you to the Breaston residents and all our sponsors and supporters 

for helping to make this happen. Without this support and the hard work of our Breaston 

in Bloom 'Bloomers' we would never have achieved anything so wonderful. We are already 

planning for next year and invite you to get involved. Remember, it doesn't have to be just 

gardening - help is needed for all types of things - fund raising, poster making, litter picking, 

watering etc. 

Why not get in touch? You won't regret it! 

Contact Julie: 07900 241886 or email: breastoninbloom@breaston.info 

Julie Rowlinson 

Breaston Flower Circle 
Our  next meeting is at The Methodist Centre, Breaston on October 24th.  Lynn Sharp will 

be demonstrating her óCat Boot Collectionô 

mailto:breastoninbloom@breaston.info
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Breaston W.I. 
Breaston WI decided last year as part of our fundraising to go Carol singing around the 

village. One of the places we visited was the Firs Residential Home. All the residents enjoyed 

it so much that we wanted to continue having some involvement with them on a regular 

basis. After consultation with the manager it was arranged for about 4 WI ladies to visit for 

2 hours once a month to offer various activities.....reading, hand care, cooking, games. 

We started in April and our WI ladies and the residents all seem to have benefited. We 

certainly hope to continue with this involvement for the foreseeable future. 

Susan Marlee 

Mensõs Danger Club 
If you enjoy a pint, with friends, at a pub, a meal out, a lazy evening in or at a party join us 

for a ñFull Flagon Tourò at the National Brewery Centre, Burton-upon-Trent. Learn about 

the equipment used and hear about the techniques and expertise needed to produce the 

great variety of beers.  No tour would be complete without tasting the beers! This will be on 

Saturday 28th October, but the brewery will need numbers on 13th. October.  It will only 

cost Ã8.45 and the tour will start at 10.15am. Adrian, Steve and John are willing to drive on 

the day so transport will be available for those who enjoy their pints. 

For further details and future events contact John, Adrian or Steve. Phone numbers in the 

contact section of the magazine (page 32).  

John Skinner 

The Falls Clinic 
On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they were and 

need to keep joints and muscles moving.  It does make you think about how you are walking 

and some of the exercises are done sitting down.  The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly 

and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. The group leader 

is Jo: for more information, she can be contacted on 07794 157 766. 

 

Breaston Evergreen Club 
for the over 60s held at the METHODIST CHURCH HALL, Blind Lane every Tuesday 

afternoon at 1.30pm to 3.30pm. 

We enjoyed a lovely trip to Stratford on Aug 1 and have another to Morton on the Water for 

the Market, then onto Morton on the marsh.. Also at the end of Nov to Birmingham Xmas 

Market We pick up at Draycott, West Park Car Park, and Asda. When not out on trips we 

play Bingo, Box games, Dominoes have Raffles and talks on various things of interest, like 

the PDSA, Fire safety, etc... So why not come and join our Friendly club for more details 

please call club Secretary Malcolm on 0115 946 1430  or 07754 409 443. 
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Dr aycott  Village  News  

Draycott Village in Bloom 
Draycott has entered the Small Town category of East Midlands in Bloom, part of the RHS 

Britain in Bloom competition, for four years now.  We achieved Silver-Gilt in our first and 

second entries, Gold in our third, and this year, Gold again. We were the highest scoring 

entry and as a result were awarded a fantastic silver cup (proudly displayed in Dundas the 

Butchers shop window in Draycott). But wait ï thereôs more: 

¶ We came 1st in the óSmall Towns' category beating the six-time winners, Uppingham.; 

¶ Mapleton Road received a special Judges award for óThe colourful front gardens in 

Mapleton Roadô; 

¶ The Coach and Horse won a Silver award in the Attractiveness of Planting category; 

¶ The Courtyard, Draycott Mill, won a 'Certificate of Achievement' in the Attractiveness 

of Planting category. 

The Draycott in Bloom (DiB) team are part of Draycott Village Fund, a voluntary group who 

enhance the experience of living in Draycott through developing a fantastic community 

spirit.  DiB activity is year around. In Autumn we choose and plant the Spring bulbs, plus 

order next yearôs plants.  We are proud that each yearôs displays have a Draycott related 

theme based on our history. This year we commemorated the centenary of  two devastating 

fires which were the inspiration for colours.  After a short break in the winter we re-group 

to finalise plans, agree who is doing what and where, then itôs all about planting and creating 

the fantastic displays.   Throughout the Summer, the group is out watering, dead-heading 

and maintaining things apace until the Autumn when we start all over again! 

This yearôs results ceremony produced a complete shock when it was announced that 

Draycott had the highest score in the Small Team Category across the East Midlands.  We 

hoped to have done enough to retain Gold but never imagined that we could beat towns like 

Uppingham who have won the category for the past few 

years. We have only entered the competition four times, 

winning two Silver-Gilts and now two Gold awards. We 

have come from nowhere to the top of the tree very quickly 

and it is all down to the community spirit and efforts of the 

DiB team ï well done everyone! 

We now wait to see if the RHS enters Draycott into the 

National Competition next year, having won the regional 

Small Town category. That will be the start of a whole new 

adventure!  With DVF and DiB, there is no doubt that the 

best thing that has happened are the new friendships that 

have been made and the wonderful community spirit 

which has been engendered. The colourful planting is just 

a bonus and long may it continue! 
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Scarecrow Festival Winners 
Have you ever wondered what the collective noun for 

scarecrows is? For crows itôs a ñmurder of crowsò. One 

suggestion is that it should be a ñfright of scarecrowsò.  

And August Bank Holiday certainly gave rise to a frightï

whether itôs Donald Trump or the Grim Reaper! 

Business Category:  

¶ 1st DONALD TRUMP, Altered Images 

¶ 2nd TABLE TENNIS, Table Tennis Club 

¶ 3rd HOT TUB, Draycott Off License 

Charity Category:  

¶ 1st GRIM REAPER (PDSA), 16 The Green 

¶ 2nd CAMPING TRIP (Draycott PTA), Draycott 

School 

¶ 3rd MEN AT WORK (Church), Methodist Church 

Household Category:  

¶ 1st WILLY WONKA, 18 Hopwell Road 

¶ 2nd STATUS CROW, 61 Cleveland Avenue 

¶ 3rd ANDY PANDY, Plumtree House, Walk House 

Neighbourly Category:  

¶ 1st BFG, 15 Milner Avenue 

¶ 2nd MARICROW KARTS, 46 Lime Grove 

¶ 3rd BOSS BABY, 4 Wallis Close 

Church Wilne Rotary Club 

Buddy Holly raised more than the roof ! 
Thousands of pounds were raised for 

charity along with the roof, when the cast 

of óBuddy ï The Buddy Holly Storyô 

musical órocked (nô rolled) the houseô at the 

Duchess Theatre in Long Eaton, 

Derbyshire from the 4th ï 9th September. 

The show was performed by Amici 

Productions an amateur group made up of 

talented individuals brought together by 

Church Wilne Rotary president Adrian 

Perkins with the express purpose of raising 

funds for both local & international causes. 

The Grim Reaper 
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Rotary President Adrian along with óBuddyô (Rob Holsman) presented Kevin Curtis from 

The Cannan Trust, a local charity, with a cheque for Ã1440 which was raised from the 

proceeds from the Gala Night alone. With revenue from the rest of the week the event will 

have raised more than Ã8000. Adrian stated how proud he was to have worked with so 

many talented people in putting the show together, he went on to say ñA lot of other people 

will benefit thanks to the generosity of the audienceò. 

The show had sell-out audiences throughout the week, which included a Gala performance 

on the Thursday night which was the anniversary of Buddyôs birthday. This was a red-carpet 

event with a 50ôs car on show, photographer capturing everyone on arrival as they enjoyed 

canapes & prosecco provided by the Church Wilne Inner Wheel who ran the raffle in aid of 

their charity óAction for Childrenô. 

Ray Terry 

Under the Headstocks: The Red Fez Tour ô17 
Mansfield writer/artistic director, Alan 

Dawson, is bringing his drama group, Under 

the Headstocks, to perform his latest piece, 

óPhysical Theatre Killed the Radio Starô 

at St Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott on the 

21st October 2017, 7.30pm as part of the 

Red Fez Tour 17. Tickets are on sale at 

Handmade in England, Market Street, 

Draycott or The Lemon Tree, Victoria Rd, 

Draycott. 

Alternatively ring/email the group to reserve 

tickets on 07900 571 737. e-mail: 

thetownsman@hotmail.com. 

How do you get help if you canõt ask for it? 

The piece playfully explores speech, language and communication difficulties through 

modern clowning. By a twist of fate the two characters, Trevelyan and Dev come together 

to perform a radio play ï this proves difficult, however, as Trevelyan has mainly non-verbal 

communication and Dev finds it hard to improvise. Further to this Dawson also looks at the 

homeless and the stigma that society attaches to their sad plight - there is a correlation 

between SLCN and homelessness. 

Alan Dawson is a writer living in Draycott for the past three years and has decided to 

have my drama group, Under the Headstocks, perform in Draycott as part of #redfeztour 

- they are also playing at Mansfield, Nottingham, Usk and Rainworth. He is looking for 

volunteers interested in selling refreshments/baking to raise money for the Church Hall 

floor. 

Under the Headstocks are a non-profit making group and invest in communities. 
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Church  News  

Church Calendars 
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Regular events 

St. Michael õs, Breaston  
Every Wednesday2:30pm ï 3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday 10:30am ï Noon Church open 

Every Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

First Sunday 7:30pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer and Praise at the 

Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday 7:30pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday 2:15pm Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday 2:00pm Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott  
Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on Saturday 10am -11.30am. 

Please do come along, Coffee, Biscuits and a chat just 50p. 

 

The Wesley Guild, Breaston 
Meets in the Schoolroom, Blind Lane at 7.30pm. The entire session is every Thursday 

evening from September to April, membership costs Ã15.00. The meetings are open to 

anyone from the community who would like to join us. 

Thursday 5th October  
A Talk on Africa ï Presented by Mrs Brenda Priest 

Thursday 12th October  
Journeys ï Presented by the Mission team 

Thursday 19th October  

Nelson Handbell Ringers 

Thursday 26th October  
óThe Land of the Unexpectedô ï presented by Mr Ken Pye 

Please come along and join us, you will receive a warm welcome. If you should just fancy 

coming along to one of the evenings the cost would be Ã1.50.  

 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 
Dates for the October Lunch Club are: 13th & 27th. 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey participants to 

and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is held on alternate 

Fridays. Please contact Thelma on 01332 873312 if you can help.   
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Draycott Methodist Cafe Services - 

Church ð but not as you know it!  
On the second Sunday morning of each month, we have a different sort of óchurchô in 

Draycott.  Informal, sitting with friends around tables. 

¶ Tea & Coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Cafe Church ï Sunday 8th October ï 10:30 a.m. led by Revôd Colin Emerson 

At Draycott Methodist Church on the corner of Market St & Derwent St, DE72 3NB 

Praying for Draycott 
We have begun to hold a monthly meeting for prayer, at St Maryôs, on the last Wednesday 

of each month, from 12.00 noon until 1.00p.m.  If you have a concern for all the people who 

live or work in Draycott then you are welcome to join us at anytime during that hour.  We 

know that some people attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday October 25th.  Join us if you can! 

Breaston Methodist Church News 
Harvest time has been celebrated up and down the country ï we are indeed fortunate that 

we do not have to cope with famine, hurricanes or the like and, although we complain about 

our weather, we don't have to suffer extremes. Harvests may be good or not so good but we 

always have Harvest time. 

*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW***** 
Sunday  5th  November 

From 4.30pm until 5.30pm 

Our first Praise Party at The Methodist Church in Breaston with fun for all the family. 

There will be Singing..Stories..Drama..Craft..Competions & Food! 

For One hour on the first Sunday in the month. 

For more info, pick up a leaflet or call Dean Anderson on 07914072348 

Our first Praise Party will include Sparklers, Hot Dogs & Mushy Peas!    

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  : 

6th October 7.00pm Organ Concert by Nick Martin 

  Tickets Ã7 inc Buffet from Nancy Plummer 'phone 873619  

29th October  A Gift Day in the Methodist Church 

18th November  Christmas Craft Fair 

17th December 6.00pm Candlelit Carol Concert 

25th December 10.30am Deacon Terry Street takes our Christmas morning service 
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The Draycott Guild 
We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 7.30pm 

Membership is Ã8 for sessions September to December 

Give us a try 

Wednesday 4 th  October  
Autumn & Winter Birds in your Garden: Illustrated talk by wildlife photographer 

David Tideswell 

Wednesday 18 th  October  
Remap: A talk by Mike Banks on Remap, a national charity that produces custom made 

equipment to help disabled people live more independent lives. 

Please come and join us. You will receive a warm welcome 

Friends of St Chadõs 2017 Membership 
If you are interested in joining the óFriendsô and supporting the commitment to preserve 

this lovely ancient building, then please call the Membership Secretary Jackie Enever 01332 

873140. You could also call in at Gary Dundas at Draycott to obtain a membership application form. 

Only Ã6 each or Ã12 for a family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concerts, discussions, spiritual journeys and moreé 

 

Thereôs a lot going on in October 

See pages 17 and 26 for more details 
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Children  and  Youth  

 
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an adult. COME AND JOIN US FOR 

CRAFTS, FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. Organised by Draycott Churches Together, we meet 

in Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd 

Monday of each month.  

Our next Messy Church is on Monday 11th September from 3.30 ï 5.30 P.M.  

ACTIVITIES ON THE THEME ï OUR WONDERFUL HARVEST Further information, 

speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden (01332 873388) 

 

Scouts, Guides, Brownies & Rainbows 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Mondays - For more information 

contact Brown Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. 

Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï

7:15pm in St Maryôs during term time. Spaces 

available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at 

www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights 

in the Scout Hall on Blind Lane.  

Helpers are urgently needed. 

Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 
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Explorers 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall every Tuesday 

during term time from 3:30-5:00pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, 

competitions, crafts and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team 

at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25pm and collect any 

children attending the club and then walk them back to the church hall. This means parents 

simply have to come to the church hall at 5:00pm to pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, 

please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form.  

Youth Caf® News 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in the 

summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you to all the support from everyone involved and for 

our awesome young people from in and around Breaston. We 

now have almost 50 young people a week coming to Youth 

Caf®. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

Young Church 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs now starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the children 

can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

Sunbeams 
Breaston Sunbeams Baby and Toddler 

Group meets on Mondays in term time 

10:30-11:30am in Breaston Methodist 

Church. Contact Annie Noble on 07595 

351 582. 

Draycott Sunbeams for under 5ôs meets 

on Wednesdays 10ï11:30am in St. 

maryôs Church Hall. Contact Ruth Pechey on 0115 972 6321. 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  
Come Follow Me 
How time flies!!!! 

 One minute something is weeks away and the next minuteé 

  itôs here: 

   and so are 

 

 Breastonôs COME FOLLOW ME events 

 

Roger Morgan and/or one of his team will be there to speak at the events and you will have 

the opportunity to ask your questions as well. 

There will be other events in peopleôs homes where Roger and the team will talk about their 

own ñSpiritual Journeysòïsee the list on page 26 

Keep an eye out as well for the team on our streets ï you will not be able to miss them ï 

they will all be wearing the ñCome Follow Meò T Shirts.  Do not hesitate to stop them if you 

want a chat about anything.  They are here to help you, so make the most of them.  

Jonathan Stanyon 

 

Village Singers 
Did you knowé that singing exercises the lungs and 

heart, relieves anxiety and reduces stress? Group 

singing, in particular, enhances these benefits, 

along with a sense of belonging. 

So why not give it a go? 

The Village Singers are inviting new members 

(ladies and men) to join us to begin our new season 

in September. No audition required. We sing songs 

from popular musicals e.g. West Side Story and Les 

Miserables, and also familiar ballads and popular 

songs. Best of all, we have fun. Do come and join 
 

We meet on Thursday evenings in St. Michaelôs Hall, Breaston. 

For more information, contact Jan Wilkinson on 01332 872753 or 07548 026 042. 
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The Community Centre Pub ð Breaston 
It was a real pleasure to sit at the bar in The Chequers Inn on a Wednesday afternoon and 

have a chat with Kate Simpson to find out what brought her and Duncan to Breaston just 

over 3 years ago. Before this Kate had worked as an office manager 9ï5 and found that life 

was dull and longed to do a job that brought her enjoyment. Kateôs brother had been 

running a pub for 5 years and she saw that as something she would really like to do. Up to 

then the only experience Kate had ever had of pub life was of working as a bar maid for 6 

months when she was a teenager.  

Duncan worked as an industrial cleaning supervisor and was happy to go along with Kateôs 

dream so they started a search for the óperfect pubô. They started looking in Hucknall where 

they lived and then further afield until they found Breaston, which they said they had never 

heard of but fell in love with it immediately. They were most impressed with the May Day 

Gala, the strong feeling of the community spirit, and the village life really attracted them. 

The Chequers Inn was ideal for them and they became tenants and decided to run it as a 

traditional English pub, not food-based, but a place where the whole community, young 

and old, could sit and relax and socialise.  

Kate and Duncan moved in and closed the pub for 9 days and set to work cleaning and 

decorating to make it homely and comfortable. So much so, it is very popular having live 

music on most Saturday evenings and weekly quizzes, even a ukulele group in the upper 

room on the first and third Tuesdays of the month. Many village organisations hold their 

meetings, in the pub or upper room, with many events raising money for charity. 

The biggest event they have held so far was on Sunday 6th August when they hosted a 

fundraiser in support of Heart Link Childrenôs Charity. This was brought about because 

Kate, Duncan and Luke had been inspired by the story of a young boy named Charlie, who 

[continued on page 23 
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is the son of one of their regulars (who had already run a half marathon to raise money for 

the charity), and had been born with his heart of the wrong side of his body and Heart Link 

had a big part to play in helping him live with this condition. 

The big day started off in the morning with a Charity Football match on Breaston Park with 

Breaston Athletica playing against a Charity XI in a friendly match. Later there was a BBQ 

in the Chequers beer garden, with a raffle, a bouncy castle, face painting for children plus a 

live band and disco in the evening. All proceeds went to the charity and the day raised over 

Ã6,500 for Heart Link.  

As well as Kate and Duncan, there are Luke (a full time trainee manager), Ben, Emma and 

Chantelle (all part time staff) and Aimee who is doing an apprenticeship in bar 

management. Unfortunately, Duncan still has to be employed elsewhere to help balance the 

books but he still finds time to work in the evenings, and worked hard at making the pub 

look great for Breaston in Bloom. 

So if you would like to how a pub can help grow the community spirit why not pay a visit 

and see for yourself, I am sure the staff will make you most welcome. 

Jean Lupton 

 

The church on holiday 
This past summer hundreds of children and young people will have spent time at a summer 

camp organised by churches and Christian organisations, all with the purpose of presenting 

the Christian message in a relaxed and informal atmosphere, building friendships and 

deepening faith. 

I was moved and greatly encouraged by one such story, and am grateful to Counties (a 

Christian organisation) for their kind permission to reproduce the story here. But let Kieran 

tell his own storyé 

Can you briefly give a picture of your childhood? 

I was brought up in a loving home and my parents brought me up 

to respect other people's point of view. My family didn't have a 

religion that they followed, although I went to Sunday school for 

a few years when I was a child. 

How did you get to go to the Swansea camp where you 

became a Christian? 

I had two friends that were Christians in school and they invited 

me to their youth club. After a few months they invited me to their 

summer camp which I decided to go to. 

What was it like having Christian friends? 

My Christian friends were different to others because they didn't 

swear, which was a big part of school life. They weren't pushy with 

their faith but lived out their faith in school which caused me to ask them questions. I saw 
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that they lived out their lives differently which got me thinking óWhy? What was so 

important to them that they lived differently?ô 

So, I started trying to understand why they lived differently and ask them questions about 

their faith. This then caused me to question what I thought and to see if there was more to 

life than what I initially thought. 

Was there a particular moment when you realised you were prepared to 

commit Your life to Jesus? 

It was on the last night on camp, 6 August 2010, when I decided to follow God. Leading up 

to this moment for some reason every night I was crying. I asked my friend why, because I 

hadn't been happier; he responded with óthat's God working in Youô but I didnôt know what 

to make of it because I still hadn't decided to follow God so I kept searching. 

How important was camp in all this? 

I think camp played a big role because it was there where I heard more about God and Jesus 

and what they had done for me. It helped me to be more open with people to ask questions 

and seek God because it was a friendly and loving environment. I knew that if I asked any 

questions then they would've been answered sincerely and honestly. Which, in turn, helped 

me along my path to find God. 

What is good about going to camp as a non-Christian? 

You're able to ask questions without feeling judged, you can seek God without anyone 

laughing at you for doing so and people will make you feel loved and welcomed. 

Any tips for other young people on how to share their faith with non-Christian 

friends? 

The advice I would give to a young Christian to share their faith is to stick by what they 

believe, be honest and be yourself. If people don't accept you then they aren't your friends. 

What is life like now you are a Christian? 

Life is hard, but what makes it easier knowing that God is with me every step of the way. If 

I have any problems or worries, I can talk to God and ask Him for help. 

Would you recommend camps to young people? 

Definitely, it helped me a great deal it's great fun to be around people who are willing to 

accept you for who you are. If you aren't a Christian, then think about God and search for 

Him, I guarantee you that you won't be disappointed. Life with God is amazing. If you are 

a Christian then keep looking up to Jesus and keep pressing on towards the goal, to glorify 

and meet Jesus. 

Contributed by Stephanie Barnard 

 

St. Michaelõs Pictorial Calendar for 2018 
The 2018 Pictorial Calendar will be on sale from the end of September at church services, 

and also when the church is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and at church functions 

held in the church hall. All of the pictures in the calendar are in, or of, Breaston and so 
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makes a good Christmas gift particularly for relatives who may live a distance away. The 

price remains the same at Ã5. If you have difficulty getting a copy please contact Colin 

Sanderson on 01332 872631, or a member of the church. 

 

Reflections 
An occasional series of one-line meditations on reflections, echoes and shadows ï none of 

which have any actual substance, but nevertheless can provide a moment of thoughtful calm 

in a busy world. 

If you would like us to include one of your reflections, then drop us a line. 

Reflection 3 
 

polished buttons on the red tunics of the Coldstream Guards sending out 

dozens of images of attentive visitors at the Changing of the Guard. 

 

What is Halloween? 
Straddling the line between autumn and winter, plenty and poverty, life and death, 

Halloween is a time of celebration and superstition. It is thought to have originated with 

the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when people would light bonfires and wear costumes 

to ward off roaming ghosts. 

In the eighth century, Pope Gregory 

III designated November 1st as a 

time to honor all saints and martyrs; 

the holiday, All Saintsô Day, 

incorporated some of the traditions 

of Samhain. 

The evening before (October 31st) 

was known as All Hallowsô Eve which 

was later shortened to Halloween 

(ñhallowò means to honour as holy). 

Over time, Halloween evolved into a 

secular, community-based event 

characterized by child-friendly 

activities such as carving pumpkins. 

It is said that  in medieval Britain, 

people moved from door to door 

asking for food in return for a prayer for the dead, and they would carry hollowed-out turnip 

lanterns, whose candle symbolised a deceased soul. 

 

Cinderella's Coach 
Last year's winner at the Pumpkin Party  
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Voices for Hospices 
Saturday 14th October, 7pm in All Saints, Sawley. Long Eaton U3A Choir and 

Quadravox raising funds for Treetops Hospice, as part of World Hospice & Palliative Care Day. 
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Erewash Musical Society 
The members of Erewash Musical Society are delighted to be performing ñCrazy for Youò 

as their autumn show. 

This is a truly delightful homage to the optimistic musicals of the 1930ôs ï a world of 

showgirls and cowboys, in which a city boy and a country girl reconcile their differences, 

fall in love and save a theatre the old-fashioned way.  This musical comedy tells the story of 

stage-struck Bobby Child who works as a 

banker for his overbearing mother, 

Lottie, but spends his spare time 

practicing dance routines and sneaking 

into audition for Zanglerôs Follies, the 

most popular show in New York.  

Unfortunately, Bobbyôs showbiz career is 

going nowhere and his fiancee is insisting 

that he names the date.  So when Lottie 

demands that he investigates a far-away 

customer who has defaulted on a 

mortgage, he jumps at the chance to get 

out of town. 

Arriving in Deadrock, Nevada, Bobby 

falls for Polly Baker, the sweet 

postmistress, whose father happens to 

own the Gaiety Theatre, which he has 

been sent to seize.  Now love-struck, 

Bobby comes up with a plan ï call in his 

friends, the Follies Girls, from New York, 

cast the local, a bunch of rundown 

cowboys with latent musical talent, and 

put on a show to save the old building.  

Will the theatre be saved?  Will Bobbyôs 

mother find out what he has really been up to?  Youôll have to wait and see ï youôd be Crazy 

to miss it!! 

Tickets are available online from www.erewashmusicalsociety.co.uk or call our box office 

on 0115 8823884.  You could also pop down to the theatre on a Saturday morning to buy 

them in person and have a cup of coffee at the same time (open 10am ï noon). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.erewashmusicalsociety.co.uk/
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ARCADE PLAYERS present 

TRIVIAL PURSUIT  
Duchess Theatre, Long Eaton 15th ï 18th November 2017 

Come and see the Arcade Playersô first production of the season ï TRIVIAL PURSUIT.  Itôs 

a laugh a minute at the Trealaw and District Operatic 

Societyôs annual barbeque.  Nick, the producer and 

business manager, intends to announce the name of the 

next production, but will only hint as to what it might be.  

Members use every trick in the book to persuade him to 

choose a production in which they might take the lead.  

Home truths, dirty tricks and innuendos abound in this 

very funny play.  Hilarity and drama help to build the 

tension for the final and surprising result. 

Tickets are on sale now ï you can buy them online at 

duchess-theatre.com or arcadeplayers.co.uk.  You can 

also purchase them by ringing 01332 875350 or why not 

pop down to the Duchess Theatre, West Gate, Long Eaton 

on a Saturday morning between 10 am and 12 noon and 

have a cup of coffee whilst you are there. 

DONôT MISS IT ï ITôS A TREAT !!! 
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Contacts  

Draycott 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Will Batchelor teresa_will@btinternet.com 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson alesi4@sky.com  01332 872615 
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Breaston 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priests Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

  Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07999 584 433 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Thelma Mortimer  01332 873312 

Breaston Park Football Club www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Liz Neal 0115 9724042 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

  www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewah-valley 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Julie Rowlinson 07900 241 886 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Lunch Club Thelma Mortimer 01332 873312 

http://www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewah-valley
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Get involved!  
Would you like to be involved 

in producing this magazine?  
 

We would love to have more people 

from Draycott and Breaston writing 

articles about whatôs happening in the 

villages ï could this be you? 

Weôd love to have photographs of 

events in and around the villages ï 

could you help with this? Are you an 

illustrator, a poet or a writer ï let us 

have some of your inspired work! 

Breaston and Draycott both have great 

community spirit ï letôs share it! 

Contact Jean at 

jean.lupton@gmail.com 
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