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Thought for the month  
 

I recently had a the privilege of spending a few nights on Lindisfarne (Holy Island). It is 

about as far north east as you can go in England. It is an island which gets cut off from the 

mainland twice a day. It goes from having thousands of day-visitors to the serenity of a 

couple of hundred residents and guests when the tide comes in. One evening as I was 

leaving Night Prayer I heard this amazing sound which sounded a bit like the wind 

whistling. I walked towards the beach and realised there were hundreds of seals on a raised 

sand bed making this unusual sound. People gathered and just took in what was happening. 

I recorded it on my phone and was eager to tell everybody I met about what I'd seen. 

We are all eager to pass on good news. Jesusô life and message is the greatest news that's 

ever been given. Itôs about how we can know God and live lives full of love, peace and hope. 

Jesus said that he came to bring good news, to help people see and to set people free from 

all the things that oppress, such as worry and stress. Nobody is beyond the love of God.   

It is good news but it comes at a great cost. Jesus Christ gave his life for us on the cross. 

This is because our human nature left to its own devices cannot know God or live the way 

that God intends. God loves us but we all need to ask God to forgives us and welcome him 

into our lives to change us. 

The Christian message is great news but it is the most veiled great news in the world today. 

I once heard a missionary speak about faith in the UK and I have never forgotten what he 

said. His conclusion was that most people have rejected the Christian faith without ever 

understanding it in the first place. 

I recently heard a discussion between Russell Brand and Alister McGrath who was an 

atheist but is now a committed Christian and a professor at Oxford University. It was a 

really interesting insight into the way that many people think today. It would appear that 

Brand has rejected belief in God but admitted he knows nothing about the Christian faith. 

I believe the church's biggest challenge today is to proclaim the good news. We call this 

evangelism. The church is pretty good at good works but generally afraid and rubbish at 

evangelism. Good works without proclamation leave people thinking how good we are but 

not having a clue about why and what the Christian faith is all about. There is no evidence 

that St Francis said ópreach the gospel and use words if necessaryô. He was actually fired up 

to share his faith in Jesus. 

Jesus promised that he would make his disciples ófishers of menô. Evangelism is about 

sharing our faith story and having the confidence to ólead people to Christô. The challenge 

is for Christians is to pray for confidence and opportunities to share our faith. It is about 

understanding what the message is.  

There will be an evangelistic mission in Breaston from 8 to 15 October, which we have called 

óCome, follow meô. This needs to be part of an ongoing process so that we are all more 

confident in sharing our faith. I hope that once weôve reflected upon it that we can do 
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something evangelistic in Draycott in the next year. It would have been too much to hold a 

mission for both parishes at the same time. 

If you feel that you donôt know where you stand with God, please look for the publicity and 

come along. If you are a committed Christian pray that people you know would come to 

know Jesus and get on board with us. 

Rev'd Chris Smedley 

Still Space 

Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives  

Whatõs it Worth? 
There was a definite óclunkô and an ominous rattle. Hannah switched off the 

vacuum cleaner and shook her head, just as Jesus appeared around the 

doorway. 

ñProblem?ò he asked. 

ñNot sure,ò said Hannah. ñJust cleaning the sofa. Think I might have sucked up something 

big.ò 

ñLike me to take a look?ò said Jesus. 

She nodded her agreement as Jesus tucked the cylinder under his arm, together with all its 

tubes and brushes, and made for the back door. 

Taking an old newspaper out of the recycling bag, he slowly emptied the contents of the 

drum onto the paper, sifting carefully through the compacted fluff and nameless grit. 

Suddenly he stopped, peering into the haze, his sensitive fingers teasing out a small, flat, 

metallic object. Polishing it on his shirt, he held it up to the light. 

ñHeh! Hannah, Iôve found your lost pound coin.ò 

Hannah was making a cup of tea and didnôt seem impressed. ñLook at you! All covered in 

dust. Iôm glad the vacuumôs OK but it was hardly worth the bother. It isnôt even one of the 

new ones. Keep it!ò 

ñThanks,ò said Jesus. ñIôll put it with all the other things Iôve found. You wouldnôt believe 

the stuff that gets lost ï or where it ends up. But thatôs OK. I like a challenge.ò 

He threw the coin into the air and watched it twist, reflecting the sunôs light. 

ñWhatôs it worth to be taken out of darkness and given a new start? Given hope and love?ò 

He reached out to Hannah. She looked down at his hands, the scars seamed with dust, and 

remembered. ñWorth a cup of tea, at any rate,ò she said, smiling.  

With Jesusô comforting arm around her, they headed for the kitchen. 

ñFor the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lostò (Luke 19: 10) 

 April McIntyre, Lay Reader, St.Michaelôs Church, Breaston 
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Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on behalf of churches 

and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, DERBY, DE72 

3DX, or see details on page 32. 

Copy Day 
For the next issue of the magazine is Wednesday 20th September 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott news can be 

passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to be forwarded to the 

Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will have to be held over 

 

From the editor 
Itôs only August as I write, but already the leaves seem to be starting to turn, and the 

blackberries have been super-abundant for several weeks now. Autumn seems to be early 

this year, hence the backdrop of leaves on our front cover. 

Also featured are the Dundas brothers outside their shops. On page 25, you can read Garyôs 

account of how he got started in the butchersô trade, and how he came to be ordained as a 

priest in the Church of England. 

The Bloomers and Dibbers are anxiously awaiting the results of the In Bloom competitions. 

Can Draycott improve on their magnificent result last year. How will Breaston, as first-

timers, fare? Weôll have to wait and see; weôll have the results for you in the October edition. 

Weôre starting a series of one-line ñReflectionsò (see page 24). This is your opportunity to 

try your hand at poetic imagery. If something catches your eye and brings to mind a 

memory, a picture, a thought ï then jot it down and send it in to  us (details above). 

Weôve redesigned the front cover ï it makes it easier to insert photos. What do you think? 

Jonathan Lupton, Editor 

https://d.docs.live.net/58be14cc5c966471/Documents/Organisations/St%20Michael's/Magazine/2017/2017-09%20Magazine/Magazine%202017-09%20September.docx#_Toc491074118
mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston  Village  News  

 
Date for your diary,everyone!! 

Breaston in Bloom meeting on Sunday 3rd Sept 7.30pm upstairs at the Chequers. 

Anyone with any ideas or interest in joining in with Breaston in Bloom, please come along, 

you will be very welcome!! Remember you do NOT have to be a gardener, there are lots of 

ways to join in. 

If you canôt make it to the meeting but are interesting in getting involved please contact us 

through our Facebook page (please put the address)  or Julie on 07900 241886. 

We will get the results for this year at an Awards presentation on September 13th. We will 

post the result on Facebook and on posters around the village. We canôt wait! 

Pins Hooks 'n Pompoms  

Pins Hooks 'n Pompoms would like to thank everyone who worked hard and contributed 

their knitted and crocheted flowers ( and pompoms) to create the displays in the village for 

Breaston in Bloom. Everything was simply beautiful. And now, the next request! 

We invite you, your friends, neighbours, family, distant relatives.....anyone......to make 

poppies so we can yarn bomb, again, for Remembrance Day. Any size, any pattern will be 

gratefully received and every contribution will be used. Red poppies are the obvious colour 

but if you prefer white or purple, these will be equally as welcome. Here are a couple of 

photos from last year to give you some inspiration! 

For any further information, please contact Jean Davis at jeanidee5@aol.com 

Breaston W.I. 
July saw the return visit of our very own 

intrepid explorer Rebecca.  

Last time, she got up close and personal with 

elephants, this time it was gorillas.  

When Rebecca started her talk, I started to 

list the animals she saw along the way. I 

struggled to keep up - there were zebra, 

giraffes, lions, elephants, antelopes, eagles, 

vultures, cheetahs, hippos and many, many 

more!  
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After Joy Adamson's house, the group moved onto a Masai 

village to see a show where the $20 ticket was used to help 

pay for uniforms and books for the village schoolchildren. 

Led by porters, (with radio contact to the trackers), the group 

trekked for one and a half hours to spend 60 mins with the 

gorillas. The gorillas seemed quite used to being the centre of attention and I'm guessing 

that the hour raced by. 

I can't do credit to such an interesting holiday in a few paragraphs but it looked to be a once 

in a lifetime adventure. I'm not sure where Rebecca plans to go next but we look forward to 

hearing about her next travels. 

Kay 

Breaston Flower Circle, ôTitanic, Ship of Dreamsõ 

A Demonstration by Nigel Whyles, 
The newly refurbished Duchess Theatre in Long Eaton hosted the Flower Circleôs Open 

demonstration in July. 

Plant material and flowers were carefully selected by Nigel to create historical meaning and 

set the scene of the maiden voyage of the ocean liner, Titanic. Nigel firstly cleverly used an 

elongated design to represent the length and proportion of this massive vessel. Blue 

Delphiniums were ingeniously used for the water line on the hull whilst white Oriental Lilies 

represented the White Star Line and tied bundles of Bear Grass provided the necessary 

height for the funnels. 

After this, each ensuing design evoked the experience of the height of a gilded age of style 

in history.  

Arrangements varied: there was the sophistication of fine dining restaurants using a 

flourish of Bear Grass set amidst white Avalanche Roses to shape the table centres: and 

then there was the yellow of mini Gerberas nestling amongst the radiating and uplifting 

colour of the magnificent Sunflowers, fixed to grids to represent the dreams and hopes of 

all of the different classes of people who were on board on that fateful journey. 

Nigel even ventured into the world of the film, óThe Titanicô using 

the glossy texture of the Swiss Cheese Plant and the leaves of that 

iconic feature of every home of the age, the Aspidistra. The petals 

of the purple Veronica and the delicate lilac of the Ocean Song 

Roses unfurled to create lovely shapes. 

The wild jagged shapes of the foliage topped by white Mop Head 

Hydrangeas featured the disastrous path into the icebergs. 

Finally, Nigel completed his demonstration with a celebration of 

the scale and glory of the opulence of the vessel; he produced a 

classical container which he filled with Leather Leaf and Mottled 

Fatsias, thus shaping the outer form. The lovely Gladioli rose in the centre of the 
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arrangement to provide the focal point. The crisp green of the Anastasia Chrysanthemum 

was set amongst red carnations to remind us of the richness of the velvet accommodation 

of this ocean faring liner. 

No other passenger ship has ever quite captured the public imagination like the Titanic. 

Throughout his demonstration, Nigel skilfully intertwined romanticism and grandeur with 

the tragic details of this poignant historical event to provide us with an evening to 

remember. 

Elaine Bainbridge, Breaston Flower Circle 

Dates of next meetings at The Methodist Centre, Breaston 

September 26th, óThese are a few of my Favourite Thingsô by Eileen Barraclough 

October 24th óCat Boot Collectionô by Lynn Sharp 

Mensõs Danger Club 
Our July event took us into the woodlands of Derbyshire to seek out and hunt the wide 

variety of wild animals which roam through the leafy glades and thick bushes. 

The Forest Bowmen were our instructors and guides teaching us how to notch the arrow to 

the bow, look down the arrow at the target and let fly. Soon all of us were pretty accurate 

and not likely to lose any arrows in the dense undergrowth.  

Mel, the leader, had brought his longbow to show us with a variety of arrows how the arrow 

developed and also how the different designs were used for various purposes. The arrows 

similar to those used by prehistoric man were basic shafts with sharpened flint arrow heads. 

Unless it was a very lucky shot, the animal did not die immediately but had to be tracked, 

often for many miles so when arrow heads could be made out of iron they were broader and 

barbed. The sharp edges of the head cut arteries and the barbs prevented the arrow falling 

out. The animal died more quickly and reduced the distance of the pursuit.  

Arrows used in warfare could pierce chain mail and even armour. Some knights had an 

extra piece added to their breastplate designed to deflect arrows. Then to the modern metal 

arrows, painted to look like wood! and the huge fletchers (the three feathers to guide it in 

flight) used in medieval times are now plastic and reduced in size. The lady archer showed 

us some of her arrows where the notch (the bit which clicks into the string) lights up when 

released from the bow! Maybe she needs it to find her arrows later! Modern technology 

invades even the ancient art of archery.  

Armed with a bow and arrows we ventured into the woods lead by a Forest Bowman, an 

expert in tracking and finding the animals. The first was a fox, standing there, aware of our 

presence as it looked to where we were. Each in turn we aimed our arrows at the target, 

some more successful than others. The fox remained, passive as ever as we moved on to the 

next target. These were pheasant, badger etc all pictures and then on to models of a honey 

bear and then a deer. These demanded more accuracy because if only slightly not on target 

the arrow would glance off them and fly into the bushes and shrub, needing a lot of a time-

wasting search.  
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No animals were hurt and no arrows lost during this event! It was a fantastic day and our 

thanks to Mel and his team for such a wonderful experience. 

Our August was a very interesting, friendly, competitive evening learning how to fire your 

Brussel Sprout. Many commented on the length of years since they had fired a catapult. 

This time it was at a pyramid of cans. Also, inside the Scout Hut, a target for the revolver 

sponge bullets at which to try our skill. Individually made burgers, personally cooked on 

the barbeque and a fire-pit to add  ambiance as we supped our chosen tipple  made for the 

perfect evening. 

Our September event will be ñFlying Highò with the Long Eaton Model Aero Club on 

Saturday 16th. September. They put on a superb display with a great variety of aircraft 

showing off their abilities and skills. There will be the chance to fly one yourself.  

 

The Menôs Danger Club does not have an annual membership fee so any one (male of 

course) can come to any event and pay for that event only.  

For further details and future events contact John, Adrian or Steve. Phone numbers in the 

contact section of the magazine (page 32).  

John Skinner 

The Falls Clinic 
On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they were and 

need to keep joints and muscles moving.  It does make you think about how you are walking 

and some of the exercises are done sitting down.  The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly 

and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. The group leader 

is Jo: for more information, she can be contacted on 07794 157 766. 

Breaston Evergreen Club 
for the over 60s held at the METHODIST CHURCH HALL, Blind Lane every Tuesday 

afternoon at 1.30pm to 3.30pm. 

We enjoyed a lovely trip to Stratford on Aug 1 and have another to Morton on the Water for 

the Market, then onto Morton on the marsh.. Also at the end of Nov to Birmingham Xmas 

Market We pick up at Draycott, West Park Car Park, and Asda. When not out on trips we 

play Bingo, Box games, Dominoes have Raffles and talks on various things of interest, like 

the PDSA, Fire safety, etc... So why not come and join our Friendly club for more details 

please call club Secretary Malcolm on 0115 946 1430  or 07754 409 443. 
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Dr aycott  Village  News  

News from Draycott Village Fund 
The scarecrow festival will have happened by the time this edition hits the streets ï we hope 

to have a report in the October issue. 

Weôre already planning for Christmas!  The Christmas Trees will have been ordered by now 

from our suppliers. Residents need to place their order by the end of October ï donôt delay, 

as once theyôre gone, theyôre gone! To order, we need your name, address, phone number 

and email address (if you have one), and whether you want a tree (Ã20), lights (Ã22) and/or 

a timer (Ã3). Thereôs an order form in the August issue of the DVF Newsletter. Get your 

orders into Dundas Butchers.  Christmas trees go up on 25th November. 

Advent and Christmas  
Advent windows will run from 1st to 24th December.  The Dickensian Christmas Fayre and 

Christmas Lights Switch-on are on Tuesday 5th December. 

Church Wilne Rotary Club 
Church Wilne Rotary members welcomed Elaine Ward to its speaker meeting at the Royal 

Oak, Ockbrook on Monday 31st July when she gave an inspired talk on Cardiac Risk in the 

Young (CRY) 

Elaine shared with the members the very personal loss of her 17 year old son Neil in 1992 

when at the age of just 17, whilst at his scout centre in Dronfield,  he collapsed and died.  

In 1995 CRY was formed which offers heart screening for 14-35 year olds and also offers 

help and support to affected families. The reason it is offered to this range of ages is that 

below 14 the heart is not fully developed and after 35 the life style involved may include 

drinking, smoking and lack of exercise. 

Sometimes an individual may have a cardiac abnormality 

without having any symptoms. Screening with an 

electrocardiogram (ECG) is aimed at identifying people with 

conditions such as heart muscle disorders or electrical faults 

of the heart. 

When Elaine retired in 2009 she got involved with the charity 

(CRY). Initially she had to raise Ã5,000 to get core funding 

which she succeeded in obtaining. 

In 2014 they held a day of screening which is a simple, non-

evasive and painless test that examines the electrical activity within the heart. The ECG 

involves lying down quietly and it takes around 5-10 minutes. After the ECG has taken place 

is reviewed by a doctor who is an expert in these conditions. The cost to CRY is Ã35 per 

person. 
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Since then they have held 4 screenings each year and in 2016 the Duke of Devonshire agreed 

to sponsor a day of screening at Chatsworth House. 

Elaine spoke about many personal stories and experiences since setting up the ñNeil Ward 

Memorial Fundò and said that the next screening day will by held at Amber Valley. 

If people want to be screened please go onto their web site www.c-r-y.org.uk as they are 

often filled with 2 weeks. 

In 2018 they are looking for a July venue in Long Eaton which requires something like 5 

rooms or spaces plus electricity, toilets and car parking. 

CRY does not just do screening they offer bereavement support counselling and also have a 

My Heart Group. 

The clubôs vote of thanks was given by Brian Stokes who spoke about the need to talk when 

grieving and how Elaine and her husband have turned a tragedy into something 

inspirational.  

 

Under the Headstocks: The Red Fez Tour ô17 
Mansfield writer/artistic director, Alan Dawson, is 

bringing his drama group, Under the Headstocks, to 

perform his latest piece, óPhysical Theatre Killed the 

Radio Starô at St Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott 21st 

October 2017, 7.30pm as part of the Red Fez Tour17. 

Tickets are on sale at Handmade in England, Market 

Street, Draycott or The Lemon Tree, Victoria Rd, 

Draycott. Alternatively ring/ email the group to reserve 

tickets on 07900571737. e-mail: 

thetownsman@hotmail.com 

 

How do you get  help if you canõt ask for it? 
The piece playfully explores speech, language and communication difficulties through 

modern clowning. By a twist of fate the two characters, Trevelyan and Dev come together 

to perform a radio play ï this proves difficult, however, as Trevelyan has mainly non-verbal 

communication and Dev finds it hard to improvise. Further to this Dawson also looks at the 

homeless and the stigma that society attaches to their sad plight - there is a correlation 

between SLCN and homelessness. 

Alan was nominated for the Accessible Britain Challenge for his play, óMarshmallow Skyô 

(Mansfield Palace Theatre 2014). His short piece, óThe Kingôs Dove Keeperô played at the 

Curve Theatre, Leicester (2013). He was nominated for a Pushcart Prize for his piece, óBert 

and the Hagô (Short Fiction 2013). His short play, óAlvin Doesnôt Live Here Anymoreô was 

part of the Mansfield Palace Played in Project (2016). There have been many more including 

óNibbling the Elephantôs Foot which had a short run at Mansfield Palace Theatre 2016. 

http://www.c-r-y.org.uk/
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Under the Headstocks is a non-profit organisation and they were formed in 2010; 

producing over ten pieces for the local Mansfield community as well as providing the drama 

for conferences ï including the NHS Patient Voice Conference 2015. UTH serve to raise 

awareness of speech, language and communication needs through the performing arts. 

They believe that the spectator is the most important ingredient of a performance and they 

never close the curtain at the end of the show. 

You can follow Under the Headstocks and Alan Dawson on Twitter or Facebook. 

@AlanThetownsman @UHeadstocks #redfeztour17 

Alan Dawson is a writer living in Draycott for the past three years and has decided to 

have my drama group, Under the Headstocks, perform in Draycott as part of #redfeztour 

- they are also playing at Mansfield, Nottingham, Usk and Rainworth. He is looking for 

volunteers interested in selling refreshments/baking to raise money for the Church Hall 

floor. 

Under the Headstocks are a non-profit making group and invest in communities. 

 

Autumn Is Coming 
 

Gazing across a countryside patchwork, 

ripening corn, flourishing meadows, occasionally cottages, 

interspersed with trees turning gold. 

 

Shadowy movements of placid cattle crossing 

the narrow gap in the hawthorn hedge. 

In October, they will retreat to their winter quarters; 

grass will be resting, swallows have flown, 

the earth shaved bare after the harvest. 

All will be quiet. 

 

Please God, come next Spring, life will re-awaken, 

lush grass meadows, swallows skimming across the sky, 

as fresh green shoots of corn emerge. 

A new year will have begun. 

 

É Jay 2017    
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Church  News  

Church Calendars 

 



 14 14 

 

Regular events 

St. Michael õs, Breaston  
Every Wednesday 2:30pm ï 3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday 10:30am ï Noon Church open 

Every Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

First Sunday 7:30pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer and Praise at the 

Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday 7:30pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday 2:15pm Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday 2:00pm Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott  
Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on Saturday September 2nd 10am -11.30am. 

Please do come along, Coffee, Biscuits and a chat just 50p. 

The Wesley Guild, Breaston 
The Guild recommences in September. It normally takes place every Thursday at 7:30pm 

in the Methodist Church Hall and everyone is welcome.   

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 
Dates for Lunch Club are:1st , 15th,  and 29th. 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey participants to 

and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is held on alternate 

Fridays. Please contact Thelma on 01332 873312 if you can help.   

Draycott Methodist Cafe Services - 

Church ð but not as you know it!  
On the second Sunday morning of each month, we have a different sort of óchurchô in Draycott.  Informal, 

sitting with friends around tables.  

¶ Tea & Coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others and to make new friends. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Cafe Church ï Sunday 10 th  September ï 10: 30 a.m. led by  Mrs Chandra Morbey from 

Derby  

At Draycott Methodist Church on the corner of Market St & Derwent St, DE72 3NB  

Praying for Draycott 
We have begun to hold a monthly meeting for prayer, at St Maryôs, on the last Wednesday 

of each month, from 12.00 noon until 1.00p.m.  If you have a concern for all the people who 
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live or work in Draycott then you are welcome to join us at anytime during that hour.  We 

know that some people attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday September 27th.  Join us if you can! 

 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 

(Corner of Market St & Derwent St)  

invites you  to share in their  

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICES  
 

SUNDAY 17 th  SEPTEMBER  

 

10.30 a.m.  United All Age Worship  

Led by Mrs Mairi Radcliffe  

 

6.00 p.m. Evening worship led by  

Rev Colin Emerson  

 

 

Gifts of food, toiletries etc will be received at both 

services or can be brought to the church on Saturday 

afternoon 2.30 -4.00  

 

ALL GIFTS WILL BE DONATED TO THE PADLEY CENTRE 

FOR THE HOMELESS IN DERBY.  
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Breaston Methodist Church News 
Our service with Viv Gray on 13th August was wonderful. Our church was full as our friends 

from Christchurch jooined us in worship. Viv's theme for the service was Mountains and we 

learned of Viv and Chris's trek into the Andes in South America. 

Please note that Sunday 1st October is Guild Sunday. 

A message from Mrs Doreen Wood  
Arthur passed away suddenly on 28th July and Doreen wishes to thank everyone for their 

support during his illness and thanks to all who sent cards of condolence ï 95 have been 

received to date. Arthur's funeral was held on 24th August in our church and afterwards at 

Bramcote crematorium. This was followed by refreshments at Risley Park. 

 We remember Doreen , John and Glennis in our prayers. 

The Draycott Guild 
We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 7.30pm 

Membership is Ã8 for sessions September to December 

Give us a try 

Wednesday 6th September 

AGM followed by a Beetle Drive 

Wednesday 20th September 

'Around the coast of Britain on a Motorcycle' 

Presented by Richard Booth 

 

Please come and join us, you will receive a warm welcome. 

Friends of St Chadõs 2017 Membership 
If you are interested in joining the óFriendsô and supporting the commitment to preserve 

this lovely ancient building, then please call the Membership Secretary Jackie Enever 01332 

873140. You could also call in at Gary Dundas at Draycott to obtain a membership application form. 

Only Ã6 each or Ã12 for a family. 

Ten fun facts 
1. You can't count your hair. 

2. You can't wash your eyes with soap. 

3. You can't breathe through your nose 

when your tongue is out. 

4. You just tried number three. 

6. When you tried number three, you 

realised itôs possible ï itôs just that you 

looked like a dog! 

7. Youôre smiling right now, because you 

were fooled. 

8. You skipped number five. 

9. You just checked to see if there is a 

number a five. 

10. You really ought to stop reading this 

and get on with something! 
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Children  and  Youth  

 
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an adult. COME AND JOIN US FOR 

CRAFTS, FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. Organised by Draycott Churches Together, we meet 

in Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd 

Monday of each month.  

Our next Messy Church is on Monday 11th September from 3.30 ï 5.30 P.M.  

ACTIVITIES ON THE THEME ï OUR WONDERFUL HARVEST Further information, 

speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden (01332 873388) 

 

Scouts, Guides, Brownies & Rainbows 
 

Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Mondays - For more information 

contact Brown Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. 

Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15pm in St Maryôs during term time. 

Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights in the Scout Hall on Blind Lane.  

Helpers are urgently needed. Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 
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Explorers 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall every 

Wednesday during term time from 3:30-4:30pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, 

competitions, crafts and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team 

at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25pm and collect any 

children attending the club and then walk them back to the church hall. This means parents 

simply have to come to the church hall at 4:30pm to pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, 

please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form.  

Youth Caf® News 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 are invited to join in the 

summer term) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you to all the support from everyone involved and for 

our awesome young people from in and around Breaston. We 

now have almost 50 young people a week coming to Youth 

Caf®. 

Simon Bentley, St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

Young Church 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs now starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the children 

can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

Sunbeams 
Breaston Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Group meets on Mondays in term time 10:30-

11:30am in Breaston Methodist Church. Contact Annie Noble on 07595 351 582. 

Draycott Sunbeams for under 5ôs meets on Wednesdays 10ï11:30am in St. maryôs Church 

Hall. Contact Ruth Pechey on 0115 972 6321. 

  
 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

Come Follow Me 
  Have you got your boots ready? 

 Are you ready to do a bit of following? 

Find out where you might end up? 

You never can tell!!! 

Come Follow Me is drawing ever nearer and is just around the corner, and even now you 

can feel that people are beginning to get excited, so make sure you do not miss out. 

The Come Follow Me events will take place during the week 8th ï 15th October. Keep an 

eye on the village notice board for a list of all the things that are happening.  Most of them 

are totally FREE ï so how good is that!!!!  And what is more you will have a chance to meet 

Roger Morgan and Richard Scott and the team.   

This is going to be a great week for the village of Breaston.  More than that, this is going to 

be life changing for Breaston.  Think about it, we live in a world where there is very little 

certainty, and where peopleôs life questions, indeed your life questions, seem to have no 

answers and very little to point the way, but Roger and Richard and the team can help you 

find those answers and can point you in the right direction. 

So why not come along to one of the events, enjoy yourself and have a lot of fun and see 

what Roger has to say.  You have absolutely nothing to lose.  On the other hand you might 

find that you have everything to gain and that you never look back. 

So get your boots ready, the time is nearly here, and watch this space for more info. 

Trust me this is an opportunity not to be missed. 

Jonathan Stanyon 

Village Singers 
Did you knowé that singing exercises the lungs and 

heart, relieves anxiety and reduces stress? Group 

singing, in particular, enhances these benefits, 

along with a sense of belonging. 

So why not give it a go? 

The Village Singers are inviting new members 

(ladies and men) to join us to begin our new season 

in September. No audition required. We sing songs 

from popular musicals e.g. West Side Story and Les 

Miserables, and also familiar ballads and popular 

songs. Best of all, we have fun. Do come and join 
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We meet on Thursday evenings in St. Michaelôs Hall, Breaston. 

For more information, contact Jan Wilkinson on 01332 872753 or 07548 026 042. 

St. Michaelõs Pictorial Calendar for 2018 
On Saturday September 16th the final choice will be made of pictures for the 2018 calendar. 

If you have any pictures/views of or about Breaston that you think may be suitable, for 

example óBreaston in Bloomô, please contact Colin Sanderson on 872631. 

The 2018 Pictorial calendar will be on sale at the óHome Produce Sale and Coffee Morningô 

on Saturday October 14th. 

Reflections 
An occasional series of one-line meditations on reflections, echoes and shadows ï none of 

which have any actual substance, but nevertheless can provide a moment of thoughtful calm 

in a busy world. 

If you would like us to include one of your reflections, then drop us a line 

Reflection 1 
 

a westward-facing window framing the sunset, 

depicting a dying fire in fading orange, red and grey. 

 

 
 

Image É 2009 Liz West. Creative Commons licence 
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Revõd Gary Dundas answers the question 

òHow come you have two Butche rs Shops, both next to churches ?ó 
From the summer of 1969, when I was a 

youngster, I worked at our Draycott shop, 

working for Richard (Dick) & Mildred 

Bunting. In 1972, at the age of 16, I left 

Western Mere Comprehensive School on 

Hills Road (now demolished), to enter full 

time employment with them. The 

business was called A.R. Bunting High 

Class Family Butcher. I really enjoyed 

working for them, it was quite disciplined, 

because my boss and his wife were really 

proud of what they had achieved and 

didnôt want any of it being spoilt. 

It was during the summer of 1979 that 

Dick approached me about buying the 

business. Diane and I werenôt even 

married then, I was 22 and Diane 20, and 

we set about finding some way to fund the 

purchase of the premises and business. It 

was very difficult, but we managed it. 

We were 

married on the 27th October 1979, the day Dick & Mildred 

were retiring, so, no honeymoon for us. 

The early years were crazily busy because there wasnôt 

much competition from the larger stores, they werenôt even 

built then. With Diane behind me to give me 

óencouragementô, we managed to survive some horrendous 

challenges, like Foot & Mouth Disease, B.S.E. outbreak, 

Bird Flu and other food scares that occurred nationally and 

internationally. 

Alastair, my brother, who is much younger than me, came 

to work with us after school and as a Saturday lad. He too, 

left Western Mere School to come to work full time with us. 

It was a few years later that Bill Cotton, who owned his 

Butchers Shop on Main Street in Breaston, said he was 

thinking of retiring and closing his business. Alastair, 

Diane and I looked at the possibility of buying the Breaston 

Alastair outside the  
Breaston shop 

Gary outside the Draycott shop  
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premises from Bill and extending our existing business into Breaston. It was to be a 

successful transaction and we completed in August 1989. 

Was there any connection between the two shops before we tied them together? No, there 

wasnôt any, only that I knew Bill and my old boss knew him also. Draycott and Breaston 

were two villages that seemed oceans apart. The railway bridge on Station Road appeared, 

to many people, such an uphill climb ï in either direction.  I think God was calling me to 

begin some kind of link between the two villages. Like the beam of a cross, had I formed 

some kind of path to enable a safe crossing? 

I am sure the question that I am trying to answer will be asked many times in the future. 

Where do you start to explain the reasons and the thoughts of an ordinary family man, with 

a wife and brother, all three of us involved in two businesses next to two churches, 

beginning to sense that God is calling?  

It all started a very long time ago, Iôm sure of that, and certainly not a sudden vision or 

smack on the forehead.  

Since I was a young boy I have felt the need to speak to God through Jesus, but only in a 

small way, by asking for that little extra bit of help in a particular situation. 

As a youngster at school I 

remember being able to 

calm some of my school 

friends on the morning of 

the disaster at Aberfan in 

Wales in October 1966 when 

a school was engulfed by a 

huge landslide of waste 

material from the nearby 

pit. That sense of calm that 

came over me enabled me to 

reassure my crying school 

friends that it is unlikely 

that it would happen to 

them, is, as I write now - so 

vivid. 

Much later in life, after 

many other occasions when it seemed I was there at the right time for someone I began my 

Reader training. It was at this point that I felt I was on the right track and God was showing 

me the way closer to Him through the teaching of those who were training me.  

Towards the end of my training, well into the third year, I noticed so many people were 

asking about my course, what it involved and how would I be able to fulfil my ministry once 

I had finished. I felt that through them God was calling me further by allowing me to search 

my inner self for the answer. On searching, I found a whole new meaning to many of the 

The Breaston shop 
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peopleôs questions. I felt they were asking if I should go further and investigate, through 

prayer, the acceptable reasoning why. 

Life can at times, to the ordinary person in the street, be dreadful - a close friend dying, a 

loved one ill, illness themselves, money problems, family feuds and trivial things really 

getting on top of people.  All these occurrences seem to happen at some point in everyoneôs 

life, however, in my opinion, people do not seem to be able to cope as well as someone who 

has accepted God into their life and presents everything to Him for guidance. 

That is where I am now. Through my ministry as a Priest I have found that I will always put 

everything to God through prayer and praise of Him. Everything, including how to pursue 

the direction He is pointing me, how to deal with a particular situation within the 

surroundings of His Church or at someoneôs home I am visiting or within myself. My 

seemingly natural acceptance of the way in which God is guiding me, even putting the words 

in front of me right now, is a joy and something only to be wondered at. 

My profession, as a butcher, can be considered to be a very important and skilful occupation 

and a natural part of a village community. Having been in the business for 47 years (38 of 

those as a proprietor) it has seemed to me like a journey where I needed to be here in this 

place doing my work, being prepared by God for something else.  

I couldnôt have answered my calling, in the way I have, on my own. Without Alastairôs 

dedication in the Breaston shop, and Diane assisting me at Draycott, I would have found it 

impossible to be near both Churches; having the name above the shop and being able to 

talk about it like I am now. 

My relationship with God can be just what the public see in the community, where I live 

and work on Godôs instruction. For those people to witness that the relationship is deemed 

to be flawless can be an enormous responsibility. We all know that sometimes our inner self 

can feel a flaw appearing when we may have thought that God might not be listening, and 

we do; but in the end we see the right way and ask for forgiveness. 

My ministry has been a gradual unfolding of my calling within a vocation and not something 

that has suddenly appeared. Reader Ministry developed my sense of noticing it being there 

and the Priesthood has completed the jigsaw for me.  

God is leading me on, leading me on to the way He wants me to be, leading me on to the 

way He wants me to reveal the love that He shares with me. I am given that love to pass on 

to all those that I meet, be it in my surroundings at work, the places I visit, my own place of 

worship here at St Maryôs and St Chadôs, in fact all the places of His kingdom. It is, I feel, 

my sense of duty to do all these for the sake of our saviour Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 

with the assistance of His Holy Spirit. 

Revôd Gary Dundas 
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Events  

 

Treetops 
Vintage Fair and Dog Show at Treetops Hospice 

Care on Sunday 24th September 2017. This 

yearôs Vintage Fair will be bigger and better with 

the joining of two of the most important things 

in life, Cars and dogs. No better way to spend a 

day with the things you love and supporting 

your local hospice Treetops Hospice Care, 

supporting people living in Nottingham and 

Derbyshire.  Join us this year and letôs make this 

event one to remember with good food, a variety 

of different drinks, stalls selling vintage items 

and the lovely vintage cars on show to whet your 

appetite. But donôt forget the dog lovers, enter 

your dogs into up to 8 categories in our dog 

show running alongside the Vintage Fair and 

letôs see them win best in show. Entrance to the 

fair Ã2 each, dog show entries Ã2 per dog per 

class there are up to 10 classes to enter.  

For more information  

www.treetopshospice.org.uk/vintage 

http://www.treetopshospice.org.uk/vintage
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Erewash Musical Society 
The members of Erewash Musical 

Society are delighted to be performing 

ñCrazy for Youò as their autumn show. 

This is a truly delightful homage to the 

optimistic musicals of the 1930ôs ï a 

world of showgirls and cowboys, in 

which a city boy and a country girl 

reconcile their differences, fall in love 

and save a theatre the old-fashioned 

way.  This musical comedy tells the story 

of stage-struck Bobby Child who works 

as a banker for his overbearing mother, 

Lottie, but spends his spare time 

practicing dance routines and sneaking 

into audition for Zanglerôs Follies, the 

most popular show in New York.  

Unfortunately, Bobbyôs showbiz career is 

going nowhere and his fiancee is 

insisting that he names the date.  So 

when Lottie demands that he 

investigates a far-away customer who 

has defaulted on a mortgage, he jumps at 

the chance to get out of town. 

Arriving in Deadrock, Nevada, Bobby 

falls for Polly Baker, the sweet postmistress, whose father happens to own the Gaiety 

Theatre, which he has been sent to seize.  Now love-struck, Bobby comes up with a plan ï 

call in his friends, the Follies Girls, from New York, cast the local, a bunch of rundown 

cowboys with latent musical talent, and put on a show to save the old building.  Will the 

theatre be saved?  Will Bobbyôs mother find out what he has really been up to?  Youôll have 

to wait and see ï youôd be Crazy to miss it!! 

Tickets are available online from www.erewashmusicalsociety.co.uk or call our box office 

on 0115 8823884.  You could also pop down to the theatre on a Saturday morning to buy 

them in person and have a cup of coffee at the same time (open 10am ï noon). 

 

http://www.erewashmusicalsociety.co.uk/
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 Friday 13th October -  7pm supper, 8pm quiz  

 Erewash Valley Golf Club  

 Tickets £10 pp (includes supper)     

    Closing date 6 Oct  

 Teams of 4 adults   OPEN TO EVERYBODY 

 Tickets from Rebecca  Tel: 01332  875303  

                   or Sally  Tel: 01332  874831  

 Proceeds to Breaston WI designated charit ies  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8v5_GuvzUAhWMI1AKHbWoCdEQjRwIBw&url=https://wishop.thewi.org.uk/products/the-wi-apron-bunting&psig=AFQjCNFcCRcyFUDHFoHxdknZaQbkk7PgSg&ust=1499698533617160
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Contacts  

Draycott 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Di Aram 07825 726880 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson alesi4@sky.com  01332 872615 
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Breaston 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priests Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

  Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07999 584 433 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Thelma Mortimer  01332 873312 

Breaston Park Football Club www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Liz Neal 0115 9724042 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

  www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewah-valley 

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Jean Lupton 01332 874170 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Lunch Club Thelma Mortimer 01332 873312 

http://www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewah-valley
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Get involved!  
Would you like to be involved 

in producing this magazine?  
 

We would love to have more people 

from Draycott and Breaston writing 

articles about whatôs happening in the 

villages ï could this be you? 

Weôd love to have photographs of 

events in and around the villages ï 

could you help with this? Are you an 

illustrator, a poet or a writer ï let us 

have some of your inspired work! 

Breaston and Draycott both have great 

community spirit ï letôs share it! 

Contact Jean at 

jean.lupton@gmail.com 
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