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Thought for the month  

Decisions, Decisions, Decisions! 
When you are reading this it will be all over (the Election).  We will have had the chance to 

choose who we want to lead our country for the next five years.  Some people will be happy 

and others will be not so happy.  We have to make choices everyday, some big and some 

small.  What socks to wear, what coat to put on, what to have for breakfast ï egg and bacon 

or porridge.  Or it could be a more important choice.  Do I accept an offer of a new job or 

stay where I am?  Should I be calling the doctor for an appointment now or leave it for a bit 

longer?  Some of these choices could change your life. 

In the Bible we can read of people who made choices.  In Genesis we read of Adam and Eve 

who chose to eat the fruit forbidden to them by God.  In 1 Samuel 16, Samuel chose David 

to be the new King of Israel after rejecting his seven brothers.  He chose the youngest, not 

the strongest or best looking.  In the book of Daniel we read that Daniel chose not to obey 

the Kingôs command to worship only the King and not God.  This got him put into the lionsô 

den, from which he was saved. 

How did those in the Bible make their choices?  In Exodus 13, Moses was guided through 

the wilderness by a pillar of cloud in the daytime and a pillar of fire at night.  In the book of 

Judges Gideon gave God a test ï he laid out a fleece at night and he asked for the fleece to 

be wet and the ground dry.  When this happened Gideon still wasnôt convinced so he gave 

God another test ï this time let the fleece be dry and the ground wet.  When this happened 

he then knew there was no way of avoiding it ï he had to do what God had told him to do! 

In the New Testament we read in Matthew 1 that when Joseph found out that Mary was 

pregnant he wanted to divorce her, but God appeared in a dream and told him that all would 

be well.  The Wise Men in Matthew 2 chose to follow a star to lead them to the new born 

King, but in a dream they were warned against returning to Herod and they travelled home 

on a different route.  In Luke it was the angels that told the shepherds where to find the 

baby Jesus.  In the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles the disciples cast lots to decide 

who should replace Judas Iscariot as the twelfth apostle.  The lot fell to Matthias. 

So how do we all make our choices and decisions?  Do we let our conscience guide us or do 

we listen to the opinions of others? I believe that we should ask to know the will of God 

through prayer.  The answer may come in many different ways, maybe a dream, a voice, 

another person talking to us, or by reading the Bible. 

In Joshua 24 Joshua asks the people to decide whom they will serve.  They chose to worship 

the one true God, rather than the idols of their neighbours. Who do we choose to serve? 

I leave you with a question that remains a riddle.  One Christian votes for one political party 

and another Christian for a different party.  Both would claim to be guided by God.  Can 

they both be right?   Whom did God guide? 

David Murden, Draycott Methodist Church 
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Still Space 

Thoughts and reflections to help us find peace in our busy lives  

Passion Flower  

Are you a sucker for a bargain? Over the gloomy months of winter I often get bombarded 

with mail-order plant catalogues, seduced by visions of early flowering bulbs and summer 

bedding, tempted by special offers and free gifts. I try to 

resist but the frustrated gardener in me shouts, ñYes!ò 

Thatôs why, some years ago, I had an uninspiring climber 

sitting in a pot in a corner of the patio, all leaves and 

tendrils. It had done nothing for several years and I was 

ready to throw it out.  

Then suddenly, towards the end of summer, it flowered: a 

spectacular passion flower, blue, purple and white, 

passiflora caerulea. I stared in amazement.  

Perhaps the 17th century missionaries who first discovered the plant in South America 

reacted the same way. They saw, in the unusual flower parts, a reflection of the suffering of 

Christ on the cross:  a central crown of thorns; five stamens representing Christôs wounds; 

three nail-like stigmas; the curling whip-like tendrils; spear-shaped leaves. To them it 

became The Passion Flower, a living icon, a window into Godôs mystery. 

These days, we may feel that the symbolism is a bit exaggerated, yet you canôt deny the 

impact of these striking flowers. However busy or absorbed I am, they compel me to stop, 

to óstand and stareô. I catch a whisper that Godôs self-giving love is no fragile, hot-house 

bloom but something strong and vigorous, biding its time in quiet corners, scrambling 

round and through obstacles, towards the light. Even when weôve given up, that love may 

still surprise us, suddenly bursting forth, radiating hope and transforming barren places.  

This year, I have a new passion flower growing amongst the clematis, masses of pink flowers 

and waving tendrils. Will any stunning blue flowers follow? We can only wait and see. 

April McIntyre, Lay Reader, St.Michaelôs Church, Breaston 
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Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on behalf of churches 

and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, DERBY, DE72 

3DX, or see details on page 32. 

Copy Day 
For the next issue of the magazine is Wednesday 12th July. Please note that this is 
a week earlier than usual, to accommodate editorial holidays! 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott news can be 

passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to be forwarded to the 

Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will have to be held over 

Editorial 
In the light of the tragic events that seem to have befallen our nation, Revôd maria 

Przesalwski has written a though-provoking article ï see page 24; and thereôs a short 

thought from the Bishop of Repton on the same page. 

Weôre continuing our series of articles about local businesses. This time, we have two from 

Draycott: Baroque Couture and The Tap House. You can read about them on pages 11 and 

11. If you would like your business featured in the magazine, then do get in touch with us 

(details above). 

As I write we are basking (or simmering!) in a heatwave ï how long is that going to last, I 

wonder? Long enough to ensure that the flowers in both villages are blooming in time for 

the judging of Breaston- and Draycott-in-Bloom. Both villages are being judged on Tueday 

11th July ï letôs pull out all the stops to blow the judgesô socks off! And remember ï keep 

watering! Our front cover has a collage of flower displays in our two villages. 

This edition will be too late for you to take advantage of the Draycott Open Gardens; but 

never fear ï you can enjoy the Breaston Garden Trail on Sunday 9th July. 

 

Judge notê 
A 24 year old looking out of the window shouted ñDad, look the trees are going 

backwards!ò His Dad smiled, but a young couple sitting nearby looked with pity at the 24 

year oldôs childish behaviour. ñDad, look, the clouds are running with us!ò exclaimed the 

young man. The couple couldnôt resist and said to the father ñWhy donôt you take your son 

to see a good doctor?ò The father smiled and said ñI did, and we are just coming from the 

hospital. My son was blind from birth, and heôs just got his sight today.ò 

Donôt judge people before you truly know them: the truth might surprise you. 

 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston  Village  News  
 

 

 

 

11th July is Judgement Day!  
As you may know, Breaston has enetered the Royal Horticultural Society ñBritain in Bloomò 

scheme. On Tuesday 11th July our efforts in the village will be judged, and we have to parade 

the judges around the village. 

This is where you come inê 
We really want to knockj the judges; wellies off, so particularly if you are on the judging 

route (you will have had a leaflet already if you are), please could you do little bits around 

your own propertry to help? 

¶ Go crazy with blooms and hanging baskets ï the bigger and brighter the better! 

¶ Generaly tidying of garden and street area; trim hedges and trees 

¶ Watch out for any litter and remove it 

¶ If you have a grass verge nearby, give it some TLC and if possible maintain it and keep 

the grass cut 

¶ Pick out any pesky weeds that start to appear 

¶ Sweep you patch of pavement, kerb and gutter 

¶ Could you sponsor a planter, or make a donation? 

ñIn Bloomò is not only about the flowers and planting: it has huge financial benefits. In 

Draycott the intoroduction of the ñIn Bloomò competition has increased not only visitors to 

the village and local businessesô turnover, but also has had an effect on house prices and the 

speed they sell. 

lf you need help with any of these things please contact us. See 

www.facebook.com/breastoninbloom for updates or Email breastoninbloom@ 

breaston.info 

Julie Rowlinson, Breaston Community Forum, tel. 875156 
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Menõs Danger Club 
A warm summerôs evening, clear skies and beautiful birds in their glorious plumage. Hayley 

introduced us to Alfie, a Barn Owl. Each of us was given a glove for our left hand. There are 

no right-handed gloves because when the lord is riding his horse, his reins are in his right 

hand and so the bird sits on his left hand, and today the tradition of only using the left hand 

is continued. We formed a large circle and at Hayleyôs command Alfie flew from hand to 

hand. The excited tension of the bird approaching you and it landing gently on your gloved 

hand just a few inches from your face so that you could see its beauty in detail was 

something special. We were warned not to stroke her as she would think that our finger was 

food. They can give a very painful bite!  

Hayley was brilliant as she talked about the birds so we had four experiences of Alfie landing 

on our hands. Alfie only weighs 11 ounces. Barn Owls do not have a crop but swallow their 

food whole, digest the best bits then eject a pellet with the bones and fur of the victim 

through their mouth. 

Alfie was returned to her perch (donôt ask ï thatôs what Bob called her). Hayley brought out 

a Harris Hawk named Strangely Brown by Bob the owner, apparently from a pop song he 

enjoys. We walked through the farmyard with Hayley giving us information about him and 

making sure that we all enjoyed him landing on our hand, still gloved! 

Falconers used a cover over the hawkôs head to calm them and make them think that it was 

night. They had been ñhoodwinkedò.  

Harris Hawks in the wild will only catch animals on the ground or maybe a bird as it takes 

off. They are not speed merchants and could not even catch a pigeon in flight so pigeons 

donôt bother to scatter when they see one. If a hawk does catch a pigeon the others stay 

because they know that the hawk will be full and it will not need to hunt again. And you 

thought pigeons were dumb! 

Harris Hawks have become a popular bird with falconers because they are the only sociable 

bird of prey which in the wild gather together in packs. They have a crop to store their food 

so when this crop is full the bird has no reason to hunt. Itôs ñfed upò and sees no reason to 

do anything so falconers keep a check on the weight of the bird and how much it eats to 

make sure that they are still eager to hunt. Some falconers prefer this bird due to its social 

trait so that they can meet, fly their birds together then they can all go for a pint at the pub 

without the birds falling out. 

Hayley welcomed any questions with the reply, ñthatôs a good questionò and gave a lot of 

very interesting information in her answers. Questions led to other aspects of falconry. 

Buzzards and other birds of prey have become lazy and instead of waiting and catching a 

rabbit, mouse, weasel etc. prefer to go for road kill.  

Quite a few years ago farmers used pesticides, eaten by the animals which birds of prey ate. 

The pesticides did not kill the birds but created a calcium deficiency. This led to weaker 

shells of the eggs so when the adult birds sat on the eggs, some shells broke. This led to a 

decline in some species. After the use of these chemicals was banned more chicks survived 



 8 8 

 

and this has seen a rise in the number of birds of prey increasing especially the buzzard and 

red kite.  

Often you will see rooks or crows, who know that a buzzardôs claws are below the bird, so 

they will ñattackò from above to scare it away.   

A fascinating evening and a unique experience. Our thanks to Bob and Hayley. 

Our next event in July will be Woodland Archery, a trail through woodland to track down a 

variety of game. Contact us to find out more or to join us in this event. 

John Skinner 

 

The Falls Clinic 
On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they were and 

need to keep joints and muscles moving.  It does make you think about how you are walking 

and some of the exercises are done sitting down.  The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly 

and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. The group leader 

is Jo: for more information, she can be contacted on 07794 157 766. 

 

Breaston Evergreen Club 
The Evergreen Club Breaston enjoyed a day out on June 20th to Bridlington. It was a lovely 

sunny day and every one enjoyed themselves. So come and join us at our club at the 

Methodist  Church  Breaston every Tuesday afternoon at 1:30pm to 4pm.  We play bingo 

have people give talks have raffles and box games. We try and have a trip out once a month 

so come and join us ring Margaret on 0115 9461430 for details. 

 

Photo Shoot for 2018 Calendar 
As St Michaelôs Pictorial Calendar of Breaston for 2017 sold well, we hope to produce one 

for 2018, using photographs from an open competition to be held in September.  All the 

monies from the sale of this calendar will be for Youth Work in St. Michaelôs Church.  

Photographs from young and old will be welcomed, (preferably recorded in digital format 

(PDF) and on memory sticks).  Now is the time for you to start taking pictures ï at least one 

good one for each month!  For further information, contact Colin Sanderson at 1 Manor 

Court (Tel 872631) 

  

People donôt care how much you know 
until they know how much you care 
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Dr aycott  Village  News  

 
It was a joy to catch up with Elaina Evans, at her shop on Station 

Road in Draycott which is filled with the most gorgeous wedding 

gowns, couture dresses and incredible accessories. 

She is amazingly talented and understands the impact a dress has 

on that special day: I know that for a fact, as she made my wedding 

dress 25 years ago (I was one of her first customers!) Her work is 

so sensational, full of romance, style and certainly made my 

wedding day so special and unforgettable. 

Elaina says, ñIt is truly my passion from the initial sketch through 

to the final fitting. I absolutely love working with brides and 

designing and making the wedding dress theyôve always dreamed 

of. My painstaking attention to detail sees me agonising over how may beads to use, I 

deliberate over the number of flowers and which colour crystal applique to use. I like to 

experiment with various cutting techniques and strive to satisfy every one of my brideôs 

requests by being dynamic 

and approaching the design 

process with creative vision 

and flairò. That is why 

everything she does is a 

work of art! 

Her work is nationally and 

internationally known and 

many people have said that 

she should base herself in 

London, but Elaina said she 

would not wish to be 

anywhere else other than 

Draycott. How special is 

that! 

Jean Lupton 

Church Wilne Rotary Club 
At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of Church Wilne the club was presented with Rotary 

District 1220 "Service above Self" award. 

The club achieved many notable achievements during Tony Beenham's year as President of 

the club including the Club's Charity Horse Ride which raised over Ã10,000 for the 



 10 10 

 

Derbyshire, Lincolnshire & Rutland Air Ambulance under the organisation by John Astell; 

Adrian Perkins help build a Sand Dam in Africa on a 7 day visit; and Tony was part of the 

1,500 km bike ride from Hinnerup in Denmark to Paris. 

Photograph left to right John Astell, Tony Beenham & Adrian Perkins 

 

Genevieve Upton: ò7,000 years of brewingó 
The Club welcomed Genevieve Upton who is the Innovation Manager at Marstons PLC, to 

their meeting on Monday 5th June, when she said there is nothing quite like the story and 

history of brewing. 

7,000 years ago brewing contained herbs, spices, drugs and made people feel amazing and 

people enjoyed the effects of the brew. Over the next 6,000 years there were many forms of 

brewing but around 500 years ago it become something similar to the dark beers we now 

know. At this stage the ingredients were barley, hops and water, and not yeast, until 150 

years later. This was the time when the landowners made lots of money. 

Genevieve spoke about how barley was treated to make the beers darker and how the shelf 

life increased from 2 to 5 days. 

In 1730 a dreadful thing happened in the UK when good quality gin was distilled and over 

the next 20 years most drinkers moved from beer to gin as it was both cheaper and much 

stronger. To get the beer drinker back, all drinks were now served in glasses instead of 

pewter tankards, and gin was then taxed to make it more expensive than beer. 

Burton-upon-Trent beers looked and tasted better than anywhere else in the country and 

by 1800 the town had 180 breweries and the distribution changed completely using both 

the railways and canals. It was then that St Pancras station was built as a 'beer cellar' to 

distribute Burton beers throughout the South of England. In 1830 beer was being exported 

to the colonies, and Indian Pale Ale was born. 



  11 

 

Bass was the first trade marked beer in 

the UK, at the start of the Industrial 

revolution. At the end of the 19th 

century the average beer was 7.6% vol 

but this was down to an average of 3.6% 

during WW1. After the end of WW1 the 

Americans introduced prohibition 

which lasted for 13 years until they 

needed tax when the Great Depression 

hit the US. 

Other subjects Genevieve covered 

included the development of lager, the 

demise of cask beer, the formation of 

CAMRA some 40 years ago. In 1990 there were just 28 breweries: now that figure is 1,900. 

In summary she said ñ There has never been a more exciting time to make and taste the 

quality.ò 

Ray Terry 

 

The Tap House 
A new pub opened in Draycott 

recently. With pubs closing in 

England at the alarming rate of four 

a day that makes this a somewhat 

unusual event that is to be 

applauded. Consider then also the 

fact that The Tap House is the first 

new watering hole thatôs opened in 

the village in 126 years and you can 

understand why the new enterprise 

aroused great interest among the 

locals.  

The Tap House, located on Victoria 

Road in the centre of the village is a micropub. This means itôs run like a traditional British 

tavern from bygone times. So no large TV screens, noisy gambling machines and intrusive 

background music. Located in what at one time was a greengrocerôs shop and prior to that 

tea rooms, the delightfully cosy pub features striking Victorian-style signage to the exterior 

and a light and airy interior provided by the large shop windows inherited from the period 

buildingôs former occupants.  

ñWhat weôve tried to do is create a traditional-style pub, that plays a vital part in the social 

life of the community,ò explains Pat Bevan (46), who runs the pub with his partner Greg 
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Maskalick (47). ñIt is a meeting place where people can feel relaxed, meet others and enjoy 

friendly conversations, without the annoying distractions that are provided by many 

modern pubs these days. We are unique, we are not the same as every other micro pub,ò 

says Pat. ñWe aim to create beers that appeal to locals. Ours are all different in taste and 

character. None are more than five per cent in strength and all are brewed to a very high 

standard.ò 

 ñThe Tap House has worked out beyond 

our dreams,ò adds his partner Greg, a 

retired music teacher who moved to the 

UK from the States many years ago. ñThe 

clientele is a mix of all age groups and a 

good cross section of people, who 

appreciate enjoying real ale in convivial 

surroundings.ò 

On offer at the Tap House are eight 

traditional real ales, four from their own 

brewery, and four guest ales, with the 

selection rotating on a weekly basis. Beer is 

dispensed via the stillage method, ie from 

non-pressurised casks in a cold room to the 

rear of the small bar room. 

One of their most popular tipples is California Steam Beer, which was created by Greg, who 

had been enthusiastically brewing beers at home for 18 years, prior to doing so on a 

commercial basis with the setting up of the Draycott Brewing Company in 2013. ñItôs a 

refreshing beer, slightly citrus in flavour,ò he says, proudly adding: ñand it won bronze last 

month at the Chesterfield Rail Ale National Beer Festival!ò  

Among the cracking brews produced by Greg and Patôs microbrewery are: 

¶ Irish Red, which has a gorgeous light bitter flavour and a reddish tinge; 

¶ the house ale, Tap House Tipple, a traditional English pale ale made with four 

different hops; 

¶ plus Christmas in July, a dark porter. 

In addition to its fine selection of real ales, the new micro pub offers a good choice of quality 

wines, four traditional crisp ciders, an exotic range of gins (e.g. rhubarb and custard gin!), 

as well as non-alcoholic drinks.  

Superb beers, a friendly, civilised clientele and a great atmosphere. What more could you 

want from a pub? 

The Tap House is open 4 to 10pm Wednesday to Saturday and noon to 3pm on a Sunday. 

Peter Jones 

Greg Maskalick and Pat Bevan  
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Exciting Happenings at the Millennium Green 
The Draycott Green Millennium Trust has been working with the Parish Council on an 

exciting project to improve facilities for older children and teenagers at the Millennium 

Green. Funds of over Ã30,000 have been secured and we have almost got enough money to 

go ahead in September. 

Thanks to the grants and the offer of ófreeô equipment from a Parish Council in South 

Derbyshire, the Trust aims to be able to provide a low-level cycle track and add more items 

of equipment in the play area. 

Both the Trust and the Parish Council are determined to deliver this equipment for the 

village and so, when deciding to whether to spend Ã500 on having two visits from the 

Erewash Borough Council mobile play equipemtn over the summer holidays, it was decided 

that it would be better to use this money towards the permanent equipment. 

If you would like to know more about the project, please contact one of the Parish 

Councillors. Their contact details are on the Parish Council website 

www.draycottparishcouncil.org. 

 

Draycott Village Fund 

The spring blooms have been spectacular: great work by the Draycott in Bloom team (or 

Dibbers as they call themselves), but our attention now turns towards the summer events 

and planting. 

A few weeks Draycott held its annual Yard Sale which was a great success. We tried it 

without maps to save money, but feedback is clear that we need maps, so next year theyôll 

be back. 

Through to September we ask residents to get out and help out wherever they can with 

Draycott in Bloom. We achieved the highest accolade last year with Gold; this year we want 

gold again but with a higher score ï itôs going to take a lot of resident support, so please 

muck in. (Judging is on Tuesday 11th July). 

Scarecrows  
The last major event of the summer is, of course, our August Bank Holiday weekend annual 

scarecrow festival ï get your thinking caps on! 

Taken from the DVF Newsletter 

http://www.draycottparishcouncil.org/
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Regular events 

St. Michael õs, Breaston  
Every Wednesday 2:30pm ï 3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday 10:30am ï Noon Church open 

Every Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

First Sunday 7:30pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer and Praise at the 

Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday 7:30pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday 2:15pm Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday 2:00pm Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott  
Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on Saturday 1st July 10am -11.30am. Please do 

come along, Coffee, Biscuits and a chat just 50p. 

The Wesley Guild, Breaston 
The Guild recommences in September. It normally takes place every Thursday at 7:30pm 

in the Methodist Church Hall and everyone is welcome.   

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 
Dates for Lunch Club in July are: 7th and then 4th August 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey participants to 

and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is held on alternate 

Fridays.  Please contact Thelma on 01332 873312 if you can help.   

Draycott Methodist Cafe Services - 

Church ð but not as you know  it!  
On the second Sunday morning of each month, we have a different sort of óchurchô in Draycott.  Informal, 

sitting with friends around tables.  

¶ Tea & Coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Cafe Church ï Sunday July  10th  at 10.30 am, led by Hilary Lamont from Derby.   

At Draycott Methodist Church on the corner of Market St & Derwent St, DE72 3NB  

Praying for Draycott 
At a recent Churches Together Meeting it was agreed that we should all be praying for our 

village. We want to pray for the children, the organisations, the school, the elderly, the 

various social groups, the Dibbers, the Village Fund, the Churches and the businesses.  
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There is so much going on in our village.  There are so many people who need our prayer 

and support. 

We have begun to hold a monthly meeting for prayer, at St Maryôs, on the last Wednesday 

of each month, from 12noon until 1p.m.  If you have a concern for the people of Draycott 

then you are welcome to join us at anytime during that hour.  We know that some people 

attend churches beyond the village, but please join us as we pray. 

The next meeting arranged is on : 

Wednesday July 26th 

Join us if you can! 

 

Christian Aid Collection in Draycott 
Many thanks to everyone who helped in any way during Christian Aid Week this year.  

Those who delivered envelopes to each house, The One Stop Shop, The Chemist and 

Dundasô Butchers who received filled envelopes for our cause.  Those who helped at the 

Christian Aid stall at the Yard Sale, and, of course to everyone who gave so generously.  At 

the time of writing our grand total is Ã590.00 which is amazing!  This will help to change 

the lives of many people.  

 

Breaston Methodist Church News 
We welcomed the  Rev Arnold's return to his normal duties ï we have missed him during 

his three month sabbatical although it hasn't been very restful for him as he has spent most 

of that time unwell.  We hope his health continues to improve. We celebrated Sacrament of 

the Lord's Supper and our service was well attended. 

 

The Draycott Guild 
We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 7.30pm. 

Membership is Ã8 for sessions January to April. Give us a try. 

Look out for information of meetings beginning again in September. Please come and join 

us, you will receive a warm welcome. 

 

Friends of St Chadõs 2017 Membership 
If you are interested in joining the óFriendsô and supporting the commitment to preserve 

this lovely ancient building, then please call the Membership Secretary Jackie Enever 01332 

873140. You could also call in at Gary Dundas at Draycott to obtain a membership application form. 

Only Ã6 each or Ã12 for a family. 
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Children  and  Youth  

 
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an adult. COME AND JOIN US FOR 

CRAFTS, FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. Organised by Draycott Churches Together, we meet 

in Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd 

Monday of each month.  

Next meeting is July 10th 3.30pm ï 5.30pm. 

Activities on the Theme God is with us wherever we go.. 

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden (01332 

873388) 

 

Scouts, Guides, Brownies & Rainbows 
 

Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Mondays - For more information 

contact Brown Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. 

Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15pm in St Maryôs during term time. 

Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights in the Scout Hall on Blind Lane.  

Helpers are urgently needed. Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 
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Explorers 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall every Tuesday 

during term time from 3:30-4:30pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, 

competitions, crafts and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team 

at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25pm and collect any 

children attending the club and then walk them back to the church hall. This means parents 

simply have to come to the church hall at 4:30pm to pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, 

please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form.  

Youth Caf® News 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 will be invited to join in the 

summer term of 2017) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you to all the support from everyone involved and for 

our awesome young people from in and around Breaston. We 

now have almost 50 young people a week coming to Youth 

Caf®. 

Simon Bentley St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

Young Church 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs now starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the children 

can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

Praise Parties 
Come and celebrate, eat and have fun with all the family in St. Michaelôs Hall on the 1st 

Sunday of each month 4ï5:30pm 

Sunbeams 
Breaston Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Group meets on Mondays in term time 10:30-

11:30am in Breaston Methodist Church. Contact Annie Noble on 07595 351 582. 

Draycott Sunbeams for under 5ôs meets on Wednesdays 10ï11:30am in St. maryôs Church 

Hall. Contact Ruth Pechey on 0115 972 6321. 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

Safe Families For Children- You can make a difference! 
Safe Families For Children is a National Charity whose patron is the Rt Revôd Justin Welby, 

The Archbishop of Canterbury.  

Itôs a simple idea really! Safe Families for Children (SFC) is a Movement of the Church to 

care for some of the most vulnerable members of our Society and to reduce the flow of 

children going into Foster Care. 

One person who has benefited from SFC said: 

Sometimes it only takes a helping hand to change someone's life forever. In 

my case, it was that initial involvement of your organisation that helped me 

thrive in unimaginable ways. I managed to bring a child into this world and 

offer her the best quality of life, thanks to the support of an organisation like 

yours. May God be with you always. Thank you. 

Richard Dawson (the Community Volunteer Manager at SFC) writes: 

We recently worked with a pregnant woman who had constant pain in her 

side along with weakness on the same side. There were serious questions 

about whether, after giving birth, the baby would ever be able to return home 

with the mother and long term foster care seemed to be the only viable 

solution.  

Once we started working with the woman we were able to prepare her flat for 

having a baby living in it, bringing two Family Friends alongside to support 

her as a single mum and help get her involved in a local church life group. All 

of this contributed to the mum being able to keep her daughter, and has meant 

that she is now thriving as a parent. 

Her social worker said: ñSafe Families was the only support Mum agreed to. 

She considers Safe Families involvement to have prevented the baby going 

into care because we enabled her to engage with services. Safe Families 

enabled mum and baby to stay in the community. We have achieved the 

impossible!ò 

How amazing that a life has been changed through volunteers coming 

alongside a struggling, single mum. Together ówe have achieved the 

impossible!ô 

So how can you get involved? There are 3 ways: 

¶ As ñHost Familiesò- Trustworthy families who take children into their homes for a 

little while, giving the parents in crisis much needed space to deal with pressing 

issues.  
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¶ As ñFamily Friendsò- Friendly folk who befriend, mentor and support parents 

through their crisis helping them to get back on their feet and making the home stable 

for them and their children. 

¶ As ñResource Friendsò- generous supporters able to provide useful items such as car 

seats, cots etc or have useful skills such as Cooking or Gardening.  

So what are we doing at St Michaels Church? We have appointed a Safe Families For 

Children Co-ordinator, Mrs Jeanne Wilson (tel. 07821 660 798), who is our link with the 

Charity and will support anyone thinking of becoming a Volunteer. Anyone who has a little 

spare time and space in your life to make a real difference to those in need 

Change a life today. Sign up online at www.safefamiliesforchildren.com/join-us. 

Jeanne Wilson 

Margaret Fearnõs retirement 
After over 34 years in business , Margaret at Number 48 is hanging up her tape measure. 

Margaret would like to say a big thank you to all her customers for their loyal support over 

the years.  Any enquires please call 01332 872517. 

 

The Bishop of Repton comments on the Manchester Arena 

attack 
Words are inadequate to describe the depravity of the actions of those who seek to take the 

lives of innocent people, and especially when they target a gathering of young people. 

Prayers are being offered at Derby Cathedral and churches across Derbyshire for the 

bereaved, the injured, the traumatised and also the emergency services and medical staff. 

Sometimes when we don't know what to do or say, lighting a candle and sitting quietly in a 

place where prayer has been offered for centuries can help. And each one of us can respond 

to this horror by resolving to work as hard as we can to build communities which will oppose 

strongly those who wish to divide us." 

 The Rt Revd Jan McFarlane, Bishop of Repton  

Finding hope in tragedy 
Many of us have been saddened and alarmed by recent tragic events: the terrorist attacks 

in Manchester and London, and the horrific fire at Grenfell Tower. We watch the events 

unfolding on live TV, and hear the heartbreaking stories of people anxiously waiting for 

news of their loved ones. 

People try to make sense of these events in many ways. Many will look to find reasons why 

they happened and try to find out who was responsible for them. People express their anger 

and views on social media. Such anger is justified if it leads to a positive outcome in 

preventing such tragic events from happening again.  

http://www.safefamiliesforchildren.com/join-us
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But there is something about tragedy which brings out the best in people. There is a shared 

sense of sorrow, and a desire to make things better, to bring some measure of comfort and 

relief to those who are suffering. There is a sense of our common humanity, that bond which 

unites people of all faiths, races and nationalities, as people offer help and support to 

complete strangers simply because they are in need.  

We have seen tremendous courage from the emergency services and also from people who 

happened to be there when these events took place. People who ran towards danger to 

protect people and save lives.  

At times like this we may ask óWhere is God?ô, and yet many of us will pray for the victims 

of  these tragedies. Prayer is something which not only brings comfort but unites us in spirit 

with all our human brothers and sisters. 

When Jesus came he made people aware of their common humanity, a humanity in which 

the goodness of God exists. He came to show us that God is present in the world and suffers 

alongside us, in all our tragedies and pain. But he is also in the goodness of those who show 

compassion and generosity in such situations. The message of Jesus is one of hope and we 

can all participate in this hope by working together for a world which is more loving and 

compassionate.  

A Prayer for those caught up in tragedy and disaster: 

Lord of all compassion 

We pray for all of those caught up in the midst of tragedy or disaster. 

For those who have lost life and those working to save life 

For those who are worried for people they love 

For those who will see their loved ones no longer 

 Lord Have Mercy. 

For those in need of the peace that passes all understanding 

For all who turn to you in the midst of turmoil 

For those who cry out to you in fear and in love 

 Lord Have Mercy. 

For those in confusion and those in despair 

For those whose tears are yet to dry 

For those in need of your unending love 

 Lord Have Mercy.  

Amen.  

(É Archbishops' Council 2017) 

 

Revôd Maria Przeslawski 
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Events  
Long Eaton Operatic Society Youth Group 
Following their sell-out performances of Annie Jr in February 2017, the LEOS Youth Group 

are proud to be presenting óInto the Woodsô Jr from 13th to 15th July 2017.   

The story revolves around a Baker and his wife who are cursed never to have children, an 

uncertain Cinderella, a blood-thirsty Little Red Riding Hood, a Prince Charming with a 

roving eye, and a Witch who likes to rap.  All these characters are interwoven in this very 

different fairy-tale.  

The scene is set in a make-believe forest where spells are overturned and wishes come true. 

However, in the shadows of the trees 

something magical and strange is 

happening but, for those who dare to 

enter the forest, it may not be what it 

seems and can be very scary. 

Quite a fairy-tale, you might think, but 

what begins as a lively mischievous 

fantasy makes you wonder if these 

stories could have a more sinister 

meaning behind them. Please come and 

see for yourselves! 

This is an enchanting musical 

masterpiece, filled to the brim with a 

feast of fabled characters. It is a 

challenge for our Youth Group but one 

they are looking forward to undertaking 

and are excited to be presenting this 

show at the Duchess Theatre, Long 

Eaton.     

 

 

Tickets are on sale now priced Ã8 & Ã7 

(concessions Saturday Matinee only) and are available from: www.duchess-theatre.com 

booking fee applies (Ticketsource) 

LEOS Youth Group Box Office - Mobile No. 07864 033663 

Duchess Theatre, West Gate, Long Eaton on Saturday mornings 

 

http://www.duchess-theatre.com/
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Breaston Conservative Branch 
 

Breaston Open Garden Trail 2017 
Sunday 9th July 2017 2pm ς 5.30pm 

Passports available from selected Breaston retailers: £2.00 in 
advance,£3.00 on the day. 

Many beautiful & interesting gardens to visit, refreshments available at two 
gardens 

For more info please ring June Parkinson on 07976 239233 

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=gardens&id=8BF8EAD41D1ADE67DB764149BA0B750B44DB20F4&FORM=IQFRBA
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Contacts  

Draycott 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Di Aram 07825 726880 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson alesi4@sky.com  01332 872615 
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Breaston 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priests Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

  Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07761 388 445 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Thelma Mortimer  01332 873312 

Breaston Park Football Club www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Liz Neal 0115 9724042 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

      David Jones   david.jane.jones@gmail.com  

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

  www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewah-valley  

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Jean Lupton 01332 874170 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Lunch Club Thelma Mortimer 01332 873312 

mailto:david.jane.jones@gmail.com
http://www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewah-valley


  33 

 

 Get involved!  
Would you like to be involved 

in producing this magazine?  
 

We would love to have more people 

from Draycott and Breaston writing 

articles about whatôs happening in the 

villages ï could this be you? 

Weôd love to have photographs of 

events in and around the villages ï 

could you help with this? Are you an 

illustrator, a poet or a writer ï let us 

have some of your inspired work! 

Breaston and Draycott both have great 

community spirit ï letôs share it! 

Contact Jean at 

jean.lupton@gmail.com 



 34 34 

 

   



  35 

 

  



 36 36 

 

  



  37 

 

  


