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Thought for the month  
Where is the Good News? 

In this modern age of communication, television, radio, social media, text and email, we are 

very often on the receiving end of plenty of news. If you are inclined to enjoy watching or 

listening to the news ï you could get a little excited. Thereôs only one problem - with all that 

is happening in the world, it isnôt difficult to determine what kind of news it is ï bad. The 

ongoing problems in Syria, world reaction to the USA bombing a Syrian airfield, the North 

Koreans causing a stir with missile tests, the funeral of PC Keith Palmer after the attack on 

Westminster and the bombing of the coach carrying the football team Borussia Dortmund. 

These are just a few of the headlines adorning various places as I write this piece today. 

Whether Iôm working in the shop, walking the village, enjoying a pint in the local, even 

attending church meetings, all I seem to hear is bad news. I have often thought to myself 

ñall the news and stories I hear are bad ones!ò. People just seem to think news has to be bad. 

Well, of course it doesnôt! There are plenty of stories going around that are good news, if 

you look hard enough. 

Here is a wonderful Good News story, and you donôt have to look very hard for it! 

Early on the first Easter Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to the 

tomb of Jesus with spices to anoint his body. On arrival at the tomb they noticed it had been 

opened. They went inside the tomb to find Jesusô body had gone. 

Suddenly, two angels in dazzling white clothes were there. The women were absolutely 

terrified, but the angels said to them, He is not here; He has risen!  

Now Mary Magdalene was so shocked she ran to tell everyone what she had seen. 

Can you imagine Mary running around with her Good News that Jesus has risen? The only 

way she could get that news around was to go and tell. There wasnôt any social media, no 

fast way to get the news around the world like today.  

If you are struggling with all the bad news that is being broadcast today, take heart from the 

risen Jesus. He is the greatest Good News that anyone can ever hear.  

It will give me great joy to go and tell all my fellow Christians tomorrow morning at St 

Chadôs Water at the Sunrise Service and in the Church Service later that morning óJesus is 

risen!ô I will get a reply from everyone ñHe is risen indeed, Alleluia!ò 

Revôd Gary Dundas 

Easter Eve 2017 

 

 

 



 4 4 

 

Contents 
Thought for the month  .................................................................................................... 3 

Breaston Village News ..................................................................................................... 5 

Draycott Village News ..................................................................................................... 9 

Church News ................................................................................................................. 12 

Children and Youth ........................................................................................................17 

Articles ........................................................................................................................... 25 

Poetry Corner ................................................................................................................ 26 

Events ............................................................................................................................ 28 

Contacts ......................................................................................................................... 31 

Finallyé ......................................................................................................................... 33 

Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on behalf of churches 

and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, DERBY, DE72 

3DX, or see details on page 32. 

 

Copy Day 
For the next issue of the magazine is Wednesday 17th May 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott news can be 

passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to be forwarded to the 

Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will have to be held over 

 

Editorial 
Breaston and Draycott Village News aims to provide a digest of news items from both 

villages, from organisations, churches, and parish councils, together with articles of more 

general interest, and the occasional poem. 

Local businesses  
We hope to run some occasional articles about various local businesses. Not quite 

ñadvertorialò, but a description of how and when the business started, what it does, and why 

itôs in Draycott or Breaston. If you would like your business featured, why not send us some 

information? We can help write the article if you prefer ï weôd love to come and talk to you 

about it! Contact Jean on 874170. 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston  Village  News   

 

Sun Comes Out For Yard Sale 

The forum held its first Village Yard Sale on Sunday 2nd April and we were so lucky as it 

was a lovely sunny day. 70 yards had paid Ã3 to sign up to be on the free map which was 

distributed to the open yards and available on the day at the Coop and a couple of other 

places in the village. The money from the registration 

and also money taken at the Forums own stall went 

into BCF funds, but yard owners were able to keep 

everything they made on the day. 

Community spirit was palpable and it was so great to 

see lots of residents wandering around the village in 

the sunshine studying their maps and carrying an 

assortment of purchases ï from children's toys to a 

golf club. Cakes and refreshments were available at 

some of the yards and of course the pubs were open 

so no one went hungry or thirsty during their 

shopping trip! 

Feedback after the event was very positive and several yard owners had made a very good 

profit on the day. We will probably run it again next year but with increased publicity (this 

was something we were told was lacking in the feedback) so that more people will be able 

to take advantage of this great community event. 

Thank you Breaston for supporting us. 

Julie Rowlinson, Breaston Community Forum 

Menõs Danger Club 
Many of us have always been amazed at the magicianôs ability to make things 
disappear, objects appear from an empty box, change their appearance and a 

thousand other magical wonders. So no wonder many men came to watch the 

magician perform his tricks at our February event.  

The £10 note became £20, disappeared then reappeared as the original £10 note 

inside a felt tip pen. Fill a glass with water, turn it upside down and only on 

command will the water fall. Trick after trick with his easy, ósimpleô chat was 
performed leaving us wondering how it was done.  
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After a short interval he revealed the secrets to some of his tricks. The felt tip pen , 

hollow of course, had a sliding tube so with sleight of hand he could put the £10 

note into the tube, slide it into the felt tip pen, close it and complete the t rick.  

The glass has a hole in it and a clear plastic cover for the glass to hold in the water. 

Place a finger over the hole....no air can get in so the water stays in there until the 

member of the audience invited to be next to the magician says the word, the 

magician removes his finger, air rushes in and the water falls.   

He continued to explain how other tricks were done but even seeing this and 

knowing the technique it was still a wonder to watch.  

It was down to his dexterity and many hours of practice. He told us about using 

methods of distraction and misdirection such as asking a personôs name, the suit or 

colour of a card to distract the mind not only of the assistant from the audience but 

of the audience themselves.   

Ever heard of a ñMouth Toiletò? Neither had we. It is tightly rolled up paper, 

looking like a miniature toilet roll, which the magician slips into his mouth then at 
the appropriate time pulls on the inside piece and yards and yards of paper come 

from his mouth.  

Armed with our packs of cards he taught us a trick and even though Iôve practiced I 

donôt think I could fool my grandchildren! I need the skilful hands of the magician. 

It was an evening which none of us will ever forget not only for the magic but for 

the magician himself with hi s engaging manner and ease of chat. 

The list of our future 2017 events will be on St. Michaelôs website or contact: 

¶ John, 01332 874417, john.judy184@btinternet.com  

¶ David 01332 872080/07980 556 578, david.jane.jones@gmail.com 

¶ Adrian 07576 869 033, adrianyoung@hotmail.com  

¶ Steve 07792 039 691, stevenrigby1@sky.com  

weôd be pleased to see you.  John Skinner 

St Michaelõs Church Choir 
The Church Choir has a strong tradition of singing choral music, as well as the usual diet of 

hymns and psalms.  Our weekly programme includes special music sung as anthems, 

selected from a wide range of styles ï classical as well as those by contemporary composers.  

We are actively seeking new members in all voices ï treble, soprano, alto, tenor, bass ï of 

any age, from 10 years upwards with no top limit!  Experience in choral singing is not 

essential.  For young people, it is excellent training for future ambitions in larger choirs.  

Choir practice is (and has been for decades) every Wednesday, 7.30 to 8.30 in church. 

For details contact Colin Sanderson (Tel 872631) or Jan Wilkinson (872753) or, better still, 

call in any Wednesday for a sample! 

mailto:john.judy184@btinternet.com
mailto:david.jane.jones@gmail.com
mailto:adrianyoung@hotmail.com
mailto:stevenrigby1@sky.com
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The Falls Clinic 
On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they were and 

need to keep joints and muscles moving.  It does make you think about how you are walking 

and some of the exercises are done sitting down.  The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly 

and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. The group leader 

is Jo: for more information, she can be contacted on 07794 157 766. 

 

Breaston W.I. 

Coffee Morning Update : £450   !!!!!!!  
Thatôs how much our Coffee Morning made and 

this has now been donated to SANDS charity. 

Thank you so much to everyone that supported us. 

The lovely Mr. Charles Hanson managed an 

impressive 80 valuations. We had people queuing 

outside at the start and we are very sorry that we 

had to turn away some people but we had a time 

constraint of 2 hours. The caf®, cake stall and raffle 

were also busy all morning and everyone agreed it 

was an enjoyable and worthwhile event. 

The speaker at our March meeting, Joy 

Lewandowska, stepped in at the very last minute. 

She delivered a lively and interesting talk about her 

life as wardrobe mistress at Derby Playhouse and other theatres. We learnt how she would 

choose fabrics and costumes that could be unpicked and reused and how different size 

theatres influenced the choice of pattern. (Apparently small patterns ñdisappearò.) She also 

showed us a collection of slides which were the inspiration for costume design, including 

drawings and historical portraits. We look forward to hearing more from Joy at a later date. 

We had another fabulous night at our annual dinner at Erewash Golf Club. Food and service 

were excellent and the room looked impressive with its bright yellow decorations. Our 

entertainment team came up trumps again with a variety of songs, poetry and humour. We 

are really lucky to have such a hardworking and talented team organising these events.  

Our charities for 2017 have now been voted on. Our two local charities are  

1) Friday Friends (a Long Eaton based charity where adults with learning disabilities meet 

to help develop their social skills and maintain communications with their local 

community)    and  

2) Breaston Community Forum.  

    Kay Armitage 
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Breaston Evergreen Club 
for the over 60s held at the METHODIST CHURCH HALL, Blind Lane every Tuesday 

afternoon at 1.30pm to 3.30pm.  We enjoy talks, Bingo, Tea parties also coach trips once a 

month.  We pick up at Draycott, West Park Car Park, and Asda.  Enquiries: ring the Club 

Secretary, Malcolm Lane, mobile 07858 703256 or 0115 9461430.  All will be made welcome 

to join the club and go on coach trips. 

Photo Shoot for 2018 Calendar 
As St Michaelôs Pictorial Calendar of Breaston for 2017 sold well, we hope to produce one 

for 2018, using photographs from an open competition to be held in September.  All the 

monies from the sale of this calendar will be for Youth Work in St. Michaelôs Church.  

Photographs from young and old will be welcomed, (preferably recorded in digital format 

(PDF) and on memory sticks).  Now is the time for you to start taking pictures ï at least one 

good one for each month!  For further information, contact Colin Sanderson at 1 Manor 

Court (Tel 872631) 

EBC Community Grants Scheme 
Take a look at the article in the Draycott section about this, on page 11. 

Perks Park Recreation Ground 
As part of his role as Derbyshire County 

Councillor, Cllr Robert Parkinson was made 

aware of the DCC Community Priorities 

Programme. A pot of funding was available for 

Breaston, so the Parish Council and 

Community Forum joined forces and 

submitted an application to provide improved 

play equipment for toddlers on Breastonôs 

Perks Recreation Ground. The funding 

application was successful and the new 

equipment was installed on the park recently. 

As the weather improves it will hopefully prove 

popular with the youngsters in the village. 

 

If Life is destined, Step as lightly as possible, 
Never crushing Hope.  

Ken Hewitt     

A person who never made a mistake 

never tried anything new  

Albert Einstein     
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Dr aycott  Village  News  

Church Wilne Rotary Club 
The members of Church Wine Rotary Club welcomed Andy Adams to its speaker meeting 

at the Royal Oak in Ockbrook on Monday 20th March. 

Andy, who is a member for 29 years of the Rotary Club of Bulwell & Basford,, gave an 

informative and at times a high amusing talk on his personal  experience since being 

diagnosed with Kalnienk  vision (also known as Tunnel vision)  which started in his 30ôs 

and he lost his sight 12 years ago. 

Andyôs talk to the members was all 

about the RNIB Talking Books which 

go back 80 years and was initially 

reel to reel.  More recently the Davey 

player came along which takes discs 

and he showed the 20 discs he 

received earlier this year. 

The members were given an insight 

on how the system works having 

made contact with RNIB. They have 

around 25,000 Talking Books in 

stock and he usually finds that 9 out 

of 10 are available.  They arrive through the post free and most books are now on just one 

disc. Until this year there was a charge for each book but it is now free although donations 

are welcomed. 

An adult book cost around Ã2,500 to 

produce and a childôs book about 

Ã1,500. They are produced at Camden 

and actors such as Benedict 

Cumberbatch, Bill Bryson, J K 

Rowling, Joanna Lumley and Stephen 

Fry voices can be heard throughout 

each novel.  

Andy also buys magazines such as 

Private Eye and the Investors 

Chronicle with the former lasting around 1 hour 20 minutes and the later 10hours, at an 

annual cost ranging from Ã40 to Ã160. 

In Derbyshire there are currently about 25,000 blind or partially blind and in Nottingham 

800 to 900 use the talking books service. 

Mike Stevenson in the clubôs vote of thanks said it had been a most interesting and also 

amusing presentation on what it means to be visually impaired. It is good to hear of the 
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technological progresses that have been made over the years and concluded by saying you 

are an excellent ambassador for the RNIB Talking Books. 

We welcomed John Walker on Monday 3rd April. 

John presentation was about being ñSafe on Lineò against the many cyber threats present 

today. He has experience throughout the world having served in the RAF for 22 years and 

for the past 10 years in the security 

services. He has also reported in 

many periodicals on this subject 

such as the New York Times and 

Computer weekly.  

The members were told that cyber 

attacks are a threat to the global 

economy and causes havoc to many 

businesses. Protection against 

advanced cyber-attacks requires 

among other things, that you meet 

level of sophistication as your 

attackers. Unfortunately most current security technologies fail to meet that, resulting in 

organizations being breached when they thought they were protected. Typical such 

organizations being the banks, oil and gas companies, councils, Westminster and of course 

the public. 

John spoke in depth about the risks with Wi-Fi and explained how easy it is to get into your 

computer through Wi-Fi and be most careful when using on trains as that is when you are 

most vulnerable. 

Other items covered included Ransomware attacks, open source intelligence, credit card 

fraud, the darker side for terror, human trafficking, and there are even problems with Smart 

TV. 

Many of the global threats are located in China and Russia. There are also indications that 

there are links to several recent global attacks. 

John said that you can do something about it including if on receiving your emails you donôt 

know it ï donôt click it,  get antiviral protection, get your various computer updates, back 

up critical records and donôt use public Wi-Fi unless you are protected. Itôs about common 

sense and you need to be safe and secure when on the Internet. 

The clubs vote of thanks was given by Martin Dowey who said  it may be rather worrying 

but you have made us all think about ways to protect ourselves with a most informative 

presentation. 

Ray Terry 

For the Rotary Club of Church Wilne 
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EBC Community Grants Scheme 

NOW OPEN until 12 :30pm Friday 9 June 2017  
Local voluntary and community groups are once again being invited to apply for a 

community grant as Erewash Borough Council offers the chance for groups to apply for 

grants of up to a maximum of Ã2,000, subject to eligibility, for innovative projects that help 

and support residents in the borough. 

Many groups in Erewash have been helped in recent years thanks to successful applications 

for a community grant and the council remains particularly keen to hear about new or 

ground-breaking projects that could be helped by the money. 

All applications are checked for completeness and eligibility and additional information 

may be requested where applications are received five working days prior to the closing 

date. However, please note incomplete applications received later than five working days 

prior to the closing date will be declined. 

The closing date for applications for this current round is 1230pm Friday 9 June 2017. 

However, subject to funding remaining available, the next funding round will close at 

1230pm on Monday 24 July 2017; further information will be made available on the 

councilôs website.  

Help notes, guidance notes and an application form are all available on the councilôs 

website: 

http://www.erewash.gov.uk/community-living/grants/community-grants.html 

For more information or advice about the Community Grants Scheme please contact the 

councilôs Community Engagement Officer Colin Handley on 0115 907 2244 ext. 3575 or 

email EBCsmallgrants@erewash.gov.uk 

Draycott Village Sign 
Draycott Village Fund (DVF) reports that 18 months or so ago, a 

group of residents asked whether the DVF would support a village 

sign. Well of course they would! 

They sourced a local designer and a cost-effective local 

manufacturer. All that is left to do is to say ñyesò to the proposed 

design (see left), and start investigating planning applications and 

negotiations with land owners. They hope to site it somewhere near 

Market Square. 

The design encapsulates much that Draycott stands for ï lace, St. 

Chadôs Church, Victoria Millôs clock tower, Draycott in Bloom, and 

(of course) donkeys reflecting ñNeddy Townò. Is anything missing? 

Let the DVF know by emailing draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com. 

mailto:EBCsmallgrants@erewash.gov.uk
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Church  News  

Church Calendars 

 

Date for your diary 
Ascension Day is Thursday 29th May: there will be a service in St. Giles, Sandiacre at 

7:30pm. 
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Regular events 

St. Michael õs, Breaston  
Every Wednesday 2:30pm ï 3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday 10:30am ï Noon Church open 

Every Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

First Sunday 7:30pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer and Praise at the 

Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday 7:30pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday 2:15pm Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday 2:00pm Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott  
Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on Saturday 6th May 10am -11.30am. Please do 

come along, Coffee, Biscuits and a chat just 50p. 

 

The Wesley Guild, Breaston 
The Guild takes place every Thursday at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall and everyone 

is welcome.   

The Guild recommences in September. 

 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 
Dates for Lunch Club in May are May 12 and 26th 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey participants to 

and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is held on alternate 

Fridays.  Please contact Thelma on 01332 873312 if you can help.   

 

Draycott Methodist Cafe Services - 

Church ð but not as you know it!  

On the second Sunday morning of each month, we have a different sort of óchurchô in 

Draycott. 

¶ Informal, sitting with friends around tables. 

¶ Tea & Coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Cafe Church ï Sunday May 14th at 10.30 am, led by Hilary Lamont - on the 

corner of Market St & Derwent St, DE72 3NB 
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Breaston Methodist Church News 
Our Festival of Crosses was enjoyed by many people who passed through our church from 

10am on Good Friday until 6pm on Easter Sunday.  The crosses had been made by various 

groups who meet in the village and a great deal of thought and hard work had gone into 

making them.  There were 15 crosses in all and a display in the Foyer by the Flower Circle 

demonstrated that there is a great amount of talent in our village.  We are grateful to all 

those who made the effort to be part of the Crosses Festival. 

Our service on the morning of Easter Day was taken by Mr Tony Richmond and being 

surrounded by the crosses emphasised the occasion. 

We are sorry to announce that Mrs Mabel Hanford passed away during the week and we 

offer our condolences to her sister-in-law, Inge, and her family. 

A Date for your Diaries  

The Methodist Church will be open all day on 24th May and everyone is welcome to our 

Prayer Labyrinth 

The Draycott Guild 
We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 7.30pm. 

Membership is Ã8 for sessions January to April. Give us a try. 

Look out for information of meetings beginning again in September. Please come and join 

us, you will receive a warm welcome 

Friends of St Chadõs 2017 Membership 
 

If you are interested in joining the óFriendsô and supporting the commitment to preserve 

this lovely ancient building, then please call the Membership Secretary Jackie Enever 01332 

873140. You could also call in at Gary Dundas at Draycott to obtain a membership application form. 

Only Ã8 each or Ã12 for a family. 

News From Father Georges in Madagascar 
Father Georges is a missionary whom St. Michaelôs supports. The ñpanicò he refers to in his 

letter below relates to the devasting cyclone that hit Madagascar in March this year. 

ñWe  wish you all a Happy and Peaceful  Easter 2017 ! 

After few months of panic  because of several difficulties in our daily life (drought ,cyclone 

,floodé) here we are again, very pleased to let you know as usual our update news and the 

progress of our Ministry and our different projects. 

Our projects of the  lombricompost  and the  watering pump give us  their excellent  results  

on  our vegetables and several fruits. 
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We all continue to work together to weed our 

fruit trees fields  and to create a new  area for 

some new plants. With our crops like maize, 

cassavaéwe  will be able to increase our 

breeding of pigs and piglets.Our sow gives us 

over 24 piglets in a year.   Beside,we try to  

feed  some  people in our parish just with our 

five loaves and two fishes ! 

As a lesson,may we share with you all  our 

conviction : ñ  LIFE IS NOT A PROBLEM TO BE 

SOLVED  BUT IT IS JUST A REALITY TO BE 

EXPERIENCED ! ñ.To close,we send our grateful 

thanks to your last  donation ( Ã500 ) to help our  

people  following the cyclone to buy medicine 

and food. Once,Thomas Aquinas said : ñThere is  

nothing on this earth more to be prized  than  

true  friendship.ò Warmest  Regards. 

Your brother and sister in Christ : Fr Georges and Eveline and All the Congregation 

Antananarivo MADAGASCAR 

 

In Memoriam 
ñI am The Resurrection and The Life said the Lordò 

5th January 2017: Norman West aged 82 years 

The death of Norman saddened his family and many friends. 

Norman was born in Draycott village, going to school here, and began his working life at 

Perks the Builders in Long Eaton as an apprentice painter and decorator. Norman was to 

do less of the decorating because of his desire and gift in signwriting. His work graced many 

properties and vehicles both locally and the surround areas. It was said that his work must 

have made a huge contribution to the economy and businesses he worked for.  

Normanôs funeral service was held in St Chadôs Church and was taken by Gary Dundas, a 

customer and friend for many years. 

Our prayers and thoughts are with his wife Betty, son Nick, daughter Melanie, and their 

families at this sad time. May they be comforted by Godôs love and may Norman Rest in 

Peace. 
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Long Service at St. Chadõs 

Mr. John Poyser has worked at St. Chadôs Church for 50 years, looking after the 

Churchyard, security, Bells on Sunday evenings, Sexton and all other jobs which have 

needed doing on a regular basis. He is also a Choir member along 

with his wife Kathleen, who is our Deputy Church Warden for St. 

Chadôs. After this long and dedicated period time he has decided to 

retire from the work in the Churchyard and on 

Easter Sunday he was presented with an 

engraved Glass Cross by Rev. Gary Dundas to 

acknowledge his exceptional lifetime of Service. 

Here is John in the photograph on the left. We 

have a new Groundsman , Colin ï on the right 

with his mower ï who has now been contracted 

for work in the Churchyard  

Thank you John and Kathleen for taking care of St. Chadôs ancient and 

precious Church.  

Margaret Gregory 

 

Christian Aid Week May 14ð20 
Hopefully every house in Draycott will receive a Christian Aid envelope during the week 14-

20 May and we hope that this year we will be able to raise lots of money for this great cause.  

If you can help to deliver to any street please ring 873388. 

Accompanying the envelope will be a slip of paper giving details of where you can return 

your filled envelopes in Draycott.  This is the method we have used for the past two years 

and it has worked well.  Collection points will include Dundas Butchers, Draycott Chemist 

shop, St Maryôs Church and the Methodist Church as well as a few private addresses. 

In addition, as Draycott Yard Sale falls on the first day of Christian Aid Week, May 14th, we 

shall be using this opportunity to raise more money for Christian Aid.  From 12.00 noon we 

will be serving light refreshments at reasonable cost at St Maryôs and will have some stalls 

selling bargains for everyone.  Please support if you can. 

If you donôt receive an envelope, and would like one, then  either ask at one of the churches 

or ring 873388. 

Last year we raised Ã620 ï Can we do even better this year? ï We know the people of 

Draycott are wonderful!         Thank you. 
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Children  and  Youth  

Breaston man appointed Scouts County Commissioner 
On 1 May 2016 James Stafford, from Breaston, was appointed as 

Derbyshire Scouts County Commissioner. Professionally, James 

teaches at St Clareôs Special School, Derby and as a volunteer 

leads over 2500 adult volunteers who support over 8000 young 

people across Derbyshire. 

Many people have been a member of scouting or closely connect 

to the fantastic movement. Seventeen years into the 21st Century, 

Scouting continues 110 years since its foundation stronger than ever before. Scouting has 

changed to match the development of the world around us. And the impact of Scouting goes 

far beyond the individual, offering social, environmental and economic benefits to its 

members and its communities across Derbyshire. 

In Derbyshire 20% of our youth members (6-25) are female, we have over 350 young 

leaders (14-18) who actively support the younger sections in order to develop their 

leadership skills through our Young Leadersô Scheme along with 280 Scout Network 

members aged 18-25 who continue to develop their skills and attributes to be active citizens. 

Now is an exciting time for Scouting. Youth membership has grown for the twelfth 

consecutive year; weôre becoming more inclusive, shaped by young people and we are 

making even more of an impact in our local communities. But currently there are 580 young 

people who are waiting to join Scouting in Derbyshire. Working alongside our youth 

members are thousands of adult volunteers, with a huge variety of roles and opportunities 

available. Can you help us to change more lives?   

Get in touch: admin@derbyshirescouts.org or 01332 831233 

 
Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an adult. 

COME AND JOIN US FOR CRAFTS, FUN, FOOD AND 

WORSHIP. Organised by Draycott Churches Together, we 

meet in Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of 

Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd Monday of each 

month.  

Next meeting is May 8th 3.30pm ï 5.30pm. 

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden (01332 

873388) 

Scouts, Guides, Brownies & Rainbows 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Mondays - No report from Brown 

Owl for this issue but we thank the Brownies and Rainbows for their crosses.  For more 

information contact Brown Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 
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Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. 

Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15pm in St Maryôs during term time. 

Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights in the Scout Hall on Blind Lane. 

Helpers are urgently needed. Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 

Risley Guides meet in St Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott on Tuesdays 6.30 ï 7.45 pm (term 

time). Spaces are available now. Contact Lynn on 07528 426 961 or www.girlguiding.org.uk 

to register.  

Explorers 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall every Tuesday 

during term time from 3:30-4:30pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, 

competitions, crafts and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team 

at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25pm and collect any 

children attending the club and then walk them back to the church hall. This means parents 

simply have to come to the church hall at 4:30pm to pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, 

please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form.  

Youth Caf® 
Simon and the team would like to say a huge thank you to the Co-op  for 

awarding us Ã1773.70. The last few months have been very exciting seeing 

our total rise slowly; and thank you to all those who shop at Coop and chose 

us as their designated charity. 

This money will be spent over the next couple of month on new and exciting 

equipment to enhance our club.  

Tuesdays: School Year 7, and now itôs the Summer Term,  Year 6 are invited to join us) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you to all the support from everyone involved and for our awesome young people 

from in and around Breaston. We now have almost 50 young people a week coming to Youth 

Caf®. 

Simon Bentley St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Young Church 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs now starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the children 

can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

Praise Parties 
Come and celebrate, eat and have fun with all the family in St. Michaelôs Hall on the 1st 

Sunday of each month 4ï5:30pm 

Sunbeams 
Breaston Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Group meets on Mondays in term time 10:30-

11:30am in Breaston Methodist Church. Contact Annie Noble on 07595 351 582. 

Draycott Sunbeams for under 5ôs meets on Wednesdays 10ï11:30am in St. maryôs Church 

Hall. Contact Ruth Pechey on 0115 972 6321. 

 

Easter with Draycott Sunbeams 
Our last Sunbeams meeting before Easter gave 

us the opportunity to celebrate in a special way 

with the Mums, toddlers, Dads, grandparents, 

and all our helpers from St. Maryôs and the 

Draycott Methodist Churches.  We began with 

our Welcome to everyone and then had some 

fun with activities and singing before we 

hunted hidden Easter Eggs  in the Church Hall. 

After a good romp around Ruth took everyone 

into St. Maryôs Church for our special Easter Service. The children became the crowds 

cheering and waving palms for Jesus as he entered Jerusalem. 

Ruth told the story of Jesus riding on the Donkey, then everyone received their Easter Palm 

Crosses. 

Blessings from Draycott Sunbeams.  

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Breaston Stepping Stones 
Stepping Stones Club is for children 

aged between three and 14 years. The 

group was set up so that children could 

have fun whilst dancing, doing drama 

and playing games. 

We work towards two main events of the 

year; firstly, the May Day Gala, where it 

is a privilege to perform for the village. 

Our second is a fund-raising 

performance at Friesland School, 

Sandiacre in November for the BCCôs 

Children in Need appeal. In 2016 we 

raised a grand total of Ã716. 

All children are very welcome. We meet 

on Wednesday evenings in St. Michaelôs Church Hall from 4:30 to 6:30. Why not come 

along and have some fun! 

Julie Phillips and Hayley York 

 

Bea Stevenson, age 9, wrote this poem for us (you might have seen it in the Methodist 

Church over Easter): 

 

Stepping Stones 
 

I love Stepping Stones 

It helps improve my bones. 

Stepping Stones is really great 

And I lose a lot of weight! 

Stepping Stones is super fun 

And every time I come, Irun. 

I like it when I move my feet 

And at the end I get a sweet. 

I donôt ever miss it 

Because it keeps me fit 

 

Bea Stevenson    

Stepping Stones in action at Breaston Gala 
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Articles  

 

The Village Well 
We are very fortunate in Breaston to have 

a Co-op shop which really wants to be 

involved with the community. I always 

refer to the Co-op as the village well, as 

this was the where locals used to meet up 

and share their joys and troubles and have 

a feeling of belonging. This shop certainly 

has a community spirit as the staff are 

helpful and willing to take shopping out to 

a customerôs car if required. Many people 

have been going to the Co-op all their 

lives: I remember when I lived in 

Nottingham as a child going to the local 

Co-op and having to remember our divi 

number (81965). The Co-op started in 

1844 as the Rochdale Society of Equitable 

Pioneers and changed its name in 1863 to 

what eventually became known as the Co-

operative Wholesale Society. 

The shop Manager, Simon Kilbey, is 44yrs 

old and is married to Nicola and they have 

been together 25 years. They live in 

Sandiacre and have three children, Hope 

22, Liberty 18 and Temperance 10. Simon 

has been a store manager for 22 yrs and he 

cycles to work every day and has been 

tending his allotment for over 10 yrs. He 

has been a school governor at Friesland for 

over 10 years and has been a member of 

the Co-op area committee for 5 years. He 

asked to be relocated to Breaston because 

it was a community store and he has a real 

heart for being involved with the 

community. He feels itôs important to have 

contact with organisations in the village 

and to help make a positive difference in 

the area whenever possible to build up the 

community spirit. 

So far Breaston Co-op has helped 

Treetops, the May Day Gala, the recent 

Yard Sale and the Breaston and Draycott 

Village News. Other plans are to help 

Breaston in Bloom, Yarn Bombing, (would 

you believe that Simon is a Yarn Bomber 

himself?) and he is happy to speak with 

any local organisations who may be 

interested in what the Co-op can provide. 

Simon is also a Co-op Ambassador and is 

more than happy to gives talks on the 

history of the Co-op. It is wonderful to 

have someone like Simon who is really 

interested in helping to make our 

community a better place. 

So please remember that 1% of what we 

spend on Co-op products goes to our local 

charities (and 5% goes to you!). The three 

charities at present that have been 

selected are, Breaston Youth Caf®, 

Breaston Pre-School Playgroup and 

Friends of St Chadôs. They will receive 

between Ã500-Ã600 each and Co-op 

members can vote each year which charity 

they fee should be chosen to be 

beneficiaries ï in fact, the latest round of 

funding has just opened up, so register 
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now which local charity you would like to 

support! 

If you want to know more on how to be a 

member, just pop in a speak to one of the 

staff and I am sure they will be more than 

happy to help you. 

Jean Lupton 

 

Explanation of God - from an 8 year old 
One of God's main jobs is making people. 

He makes them to replace those who die so that there will be enough people to take care 

of things on earth. 

He doesn't make grown-ups though; just babies. 

I think thatôs because they are smaller and easier to make. 

That way He doesnôt have to take up His valuable time teaching them to walk and talk. 

He just leaves that to the parents. 

 

Poetry  Corner  
 

Fruit of the Spirit. 
 

 

Love is patient, love is kind- 

Never boastful, never blind. 

Love is gentle, love is good- 

Doing all the things we should! 

Love is peaceful, love is true- 

Godôs great Joy in our view! 

Love is faithful and love is forgiving: 

Ever loving and in all ways giving. 

 

Dickie & daughter    

 

 

Flirtation 
Glimpsing, gazing, greeting, giggling, 

talking, teasing, touching, tickling, 

chasing, catching, coaxing, cuddling,  

squealing, soothing,  stealing. . . 

               a kiss. 

Jay    
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Why Me ? 
 

When things are going wrong and my world is upside down. 

When a smile is much too hard and itôs easier to frown, 

When every little thing seems so big and gets me down, 

Thereôs a voice that keeps on saying, ñWhy me?ò 

 

When a problem thought resolved, has reared its ugly head, 

When feelings have been hurt by something someoneôs said, 

When lifeôs lost all its colour, leaving blacks and greys instead, 

I hear a voice keep saying, ñWhy me?ò 

 

When people have been injured in a terrorist attack, 

When someone is oppressed,  just because theyôre black, 

When a motherôs crying out, ñPlease give my baby back!ò 

I see their faces saying, ñWhy me?ò 

 

When a man upon a cross feels loneliness and shame, 

When heôs done nothing wrong to warrant all this pain, 

When the nails are going in again, again, again, 

And he did it all for me. 

 

Why me? 

 

Samson and Delilah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nigel Beeton    

 

  

Now Samson, incredibly strong 

Cos his hair was incredibly long! 

He could tie knots in iron 

And wrestle a lion 

But his choice of a woman was wrong. 

 

For the woman he chose, named óDelilahô 

Was a charming, enticing, young smiler 

She wheedled and wormed 

She seductively squirmed 

Delilah, the lethal beguiler! 

Her charms they were deadly and sure 

Till his secret was secret no more 

While he was asleep 

The scissors bit deep 

And his hair fell in heaps on the floor. 

 

Take heed, if the love bug has bitten 

And with some sweet other youôre 

smitten 

Like Samson, beware 

That you donôt lose your hair 

And end up as weak as a kitten! 
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Events  
 

Long Eaton Operatic Society Youth Group 
Following their sell-out performances of Annie Jr in February 2017, the LEOS Youth Group 

are proud to be presenting óInto the Woodsô Jr from 13th to 15th July 2017.   

The story revolves around a Baker and his wife who are cursed never to have children, an 

uncertain Cinderella, a blood-thirsty Little Red Riding Hood, a Prince Charming with a 

roving eye, and a Witch who likes to rap.  

All these characters are interwoven in this 

very different fairy-tale.  

The scene is set in a make-believe forest 

where spells are overturned and wishes 

come true. However, in the shadows of the 

trees something magical and strange is 

happening but, for those who dare to 

enter the forest, it may not be what it 

seems and can be very scary. 

Quite a fairy-tale, you might think, but 

what begins as a lively mischievous 

fantasy makes you wonder if these stories 

could have a more sinister meaning 

behind them. Please come and see for 

yourselves! 

This is an enchanting musical 

masterpiece, filled to the brim with a feast 

of fabled characters. It is a challenge for 

our Youth Group but one they are looking 

forward to undertaking and are excited to 

be presenting this show at the Duchess 

Theatre, Long Eaton.     

 

Tickets are on sale now priced Ã8 & Ã7 

(concessions Saturday Matinee only) and are available from: www.duchess-theatre.com 

booking fee applies (Ticketsource) 

 

LEOS Youth Group Box Office - Mobile No. 07864 033663 

 

Duchess Theatre, West Gate, Long Eaton on Saturday mornings 

http://www.duchess-theatre.com/
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Contacts  

Draycott 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Di Aram 07825 726880 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson alesi4@sky.com  01332 872615 

Guides Lynn Palmer 07528 426 961 

  



 32 32 

 

Breaston 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priests Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

  Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07761 388 445 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Thelma Mortimer  01332 873312 

Breaston Park Football Club www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Liz Neal 0115 9724042 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

      David Jones   david.jane.jones@gmail.com  

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

  www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewah-valley  

Methodist Wesley Guild  Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Jean Lupton 01332 874170 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Lunch Club Thelma Mortimer 01332 873312 

mailto:david.jane.jones@gmail.com
http://www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewah-valley
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Finallyê 

Letter from the Editor 
 

Following on from the Thought for the Month (see page 3), we would love to hear any 

ñgood newsò stories you may have. Draycott and Breaston are amazing villages doing 

remarkable work to improve the community spirit: we need to make sure that we 

encourage those involved in spreading more hope and joy into our lives. 

If you have a story to pass on, please contact Jean; she would be very happy to meet you 

and help to get your story written. Her contact details are (01332) 874170 or 

jean.lupton@gmail.com. 

The editor 

 

mailto:jean.lupton@gmail.com
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