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Thought for the month  
 

I love this time of year. The winter has gone and the days are getting longer. It is a time 

when it feels like creation wakes from its slumber with the birdsong, spring flowers and 

buds on the trees. It is the hope that I relish as we move towards longer and warmer days.  

We all need hope in our lives. Without it we become 

discouraged and depressed. One of my favourite 

verses in the bible is ñmay the God of hope fill you with 

all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spiritò 

(Romans 15:13).  God is a óGod of hopeô which means 

he always sees solutions and is always navigating the 

path of hope. He is never negative but always hopeful. 

The passage is really a prayer that we ówould overflow 

with hope by the power of the Holy Spiritô within us.  

We all face challenges and will continue to do so throughout our lives. However, we are not 

designed to face them alone. We are made to know God and walk with him. St Augustine 

said that our hearts are restless until they find their rest in God. God is so loving, kind, 

merciful and gentle and seeks our openness to him and trust in him. 

Life is tough and it can seem that some situations are hopeless and too much for us to cope 

with. Please know that you are never alone and that the God of love desires that you would 

be aware of his presence and know his joy and peace even in the ódarkness nightô. 

At Easter, Christians focus on the death and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus endured 

unbelievable agony but was fully focussed on his Father's will. He said that the Old 

Testament pointed to himself. He knew that crucifixion was coming but he could see the 

hope beyond it. It says in Isaiah 53:5, which is a prophecy about Jesus ñBut he was pierced 

for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 

peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healedò. He knew that his death was for our 

benefit in dying for our sins and bringing peace to our hearts - if we will receive it! It was 

this that kept him going.   

The book of Job is an uncomfortable book, which goes into great lengths about suffering. 

At the end of the book, Job said to God, ñmy eyes had heard of you but now my eyes have 

seen youò. It was óseeing Godô that changed his attitude to the suffering he was enduring.  

It may be that your life feels more like Good Friday than Easter Sunday. Take time to focus 

on the presence of the risen Jesus with you and ask him to help you. Your circumstances 

may not change but as you focus on him you will know the joy and peace that come from 

our óGod of hopeô. 

Rev'd Chris Smedley 
Photo credit: polsifter, via flickr 
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Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on behalf of churches 

and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, DERBY, DE72 

3DX, or see details on page 32. 

 

Copy Day 
For the next issue of the magazine is Wednesday 19th April 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott news can be 

passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to be forwarded to the 

Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will have to be held over 

 

Editorial 
Breaston and Draycott Village News aims to provide a digest of news items from both 

villages, from organisations, churches, and parish councils, together with articles of more 

general interest, and the occasional poem. 

Local businesses  
We hope to run some occasional articles about various local businesses. Not quite 

ñadvertorialò, but a description of how and when the business started, what it does, and why 

itôs in Draycott or Breaston. If you would like your business featured, why not send us some 

information? We can help write the article if you prefer ï weôd love to come and talk to you 

about it! 

 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston  Village  News   

:fYUghcb EUm <Um ?U`U 
Monday 1st May is the date; Duffield Close is the place to be for this 

yearôs Breaston May Day Gala. Since it started back in 2002 (for 

HM The Queenôs Golden Jubilee) the Gala has been a terrific 

attraction, with large numbers of people attending. This year, the 

main attraction is the Paws for Thought dog display team. They 

visited us in 2014, and are making a welcome return visit.  

Bugs ônô Bones are back again with their amazing selection of 

creatures ï snakes and spiders as well as more cuddly animals! 

The Breaston Highlanders and the Nottingham Girls and Boys Brigade Band will be 

entertaining us. Stepping Stones will be treading the light fantastic, and Firfield School will 

be showing us all how to dance correctly around the maypole (and we hope theyôll be getting 

mums and dads involved too!) 

There are slides and bouncy castles for the children, the Dog Show (see page 28), loads of 

food and ice cream. Entry is free, but programmes cost Ã1. These will be available in local 

shops from early April. You get free entry into the programme draw ï first prize is Ã100 

cash! Take a look at www.breastongala.org.uk for further details. 

 
By the time you read this we will have hopefully held a very successful village yard sale. The 

money from residents entering their yard to be on the map will have helped to swell the 

Forumôs coffers so that we can support Breaston in Bloom and other activities in the village. 

What next?  

BUNTING! 

  

Donôt forget to put up your bunting again this year ï from St. Georges Day April 23rd to 

Gala Day (Monday 1st May) and encourage your friends and neighbours to do the same. If 

you need supplies. we can help you out ï either contact Julie at newsletter@breaston.info 

or get some from our stall the Co-op on Saturday morning 8th April & 22nd April from 

9:30am. Each pack is Ã2.50 for a 10m length of red, white and blue pennants. 

 Julie Rowlinson 

Chairman, Breaston Community Forum 
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We have already made good progress on our path to Breaston in Bloom.  

The new branding has been adopted by the group and hopefully will soon be seen on the 

Welcome to Breaston road signs. The daisy on the new branding will be used on all our 

activities and publicity.  

Our ideas so far have been described to the Parish council and we have their full support. 

We have started further work on the Centenary garden, tidying up and replanting the 

shrubbery to the side of the garden and the flowerbed is growing beautifully. The flowerbed 

will of course have a new planting scheme in the summer. 

Our new Facebook page ï www.facebook.com/breastoninbloom is fully functioning. Check 

the page regularly to find out what we are up to and when you can join in and help. 

We have a volunteer secretary for the group so that we can make sure everyone is included 

in our plans and that forms and posters are completed in time. 

We are negotiating with local nurseries to offer special prices on planting up hanging 

baskets for residents this year. 

The group is really enthusiastic about Breaston in Bloom ï why not join us? 

Contact Julie through our Facebook page or email: breastoninbloom@breaston.info.  

Julie Rowlinson 

Breaston and Draycott Womenõs Fellowship  
The Fellowship held its AGM in January and with an excellent turnout of Members there 

was a full debate about how we should organise the Fellowship in future. Everyone 

recognised that we need to make some changes in order to continue to function.  The 

proposals which were made and voted on included the following: We would like to welcome 

men into our fellowship, we need to be self-sufficient in our finances and alter our 

expenditure accordingly. We have to recognise that as we become more aged and less 

physically able we need to attract some new members to the Fellowship, and in due course, 

to join our Committee. The average age of our Committee Members is around 80 years, and 

this year we welcome Brenda Priest as our new activities Member. 

Since the AGM the Committee have met, and here the changes which we will implement 

this year.  We will have to increase our Membership fee to Ã10 per annum, the first rise in 

20 years. Admission to meetings for Members will be 50p and Ã1 for guests. We will not be 

able to have Table Top sales at each meeting because of the lifting and carrying involved, 

however, if anyone wishes to bring items in for sale i.e. books, cakes or similar, please do 

so. We will continue to have a raffle with 3 prizes at each meeting. Our Charitable giving 

will be reduced because we have been subsidised by recycling funds which will not be 

mailto:breastoninbloom@breaston.info
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available. However, this year we have had Ã1000 to give and decided to donate Ã250 to each 

of the Anglican and Methodist Churches in Breaston and Draycott.  We will not be able to 

afford the bus trips and Christmas Luncheon as in the past. We had to subsidise these this 

year with over Ã600, and the trend of numbers attending both events has become fewer 

people each year. What we will do instead is commit to organising a speaker or activity at 

all of our monthly meetings throughout the year.  At Christmas we will have either a óBring 

and Shareô meal or perhaps have Cresswellôs to cater for us, for a Luncheon, if we can afford 

it.  One other challenge is transport to the meetings.   Only 2 members have cars and are 

able to provide lifts at the moment. We usually can manage to transport 6 people but it will 

be a case of first come - first served, in future and people will have to make independent 

arrangements 

Finally, we have decided to rename the Womenôs Fellowship as we might deter men from 

joining us. We will be called the Breaston and Draycott Fellowship so that we are inclusive 

in name - and we look forward to men joining us asap please. Be assured that you will be 

welcomed and your talents will be admired  

Our next meeting will be on February22nd. And our speaker - by popular request will be 

Dr. John Dornan who will be telling Travels with a Stethoscope. This will be fun  

On 29th March we have entertainment with the U3A singers:  April 26th. -  A Quiz by Jill 

Bradley and Stella Yeomans: May 31st - An Activities Afternoon with Brenda and team: 

28th June - Excuse me Madam by Robert Fellows : 26th July - a Beetle Drive and 30th 

August a Tea Party and half year review of the Fellowship.  Our new programmes will be 

available at the February meeting and subscriptions will also be collected  

On behalf of the whole Breaston and Draycott Fellowship I wish to offer most sincere 

THANKS to everyone who has worked so hard in the past year to keep us going, especially 

the Committee members, Janet Williams and her catering helpers, Peggy Whyte our 

Secretary, Sandra Stock our Treasurer, Connie Clarke for Welfare support, Anthea Billings 

and Val Wilson for Raffles Admissions Table-tops and peripatetic tasks.  Also, THANK YOU 

to Mary Cutts who undertakes double transport runs for lifts AND VERY SPECIAL 

THANKS to Tony Irwin who sets the hall up for us before each meeting and puts the tables 

and chairs away afterwards. We could not manage without this help and we are truly 

grateful. 

Margaret Gregory - Chairperson  tel. 01332 872143 or 07957827902. 

Menõs Danger Club 
The list of our future 2017 events will be on St. Michaelôs website or contact: 

¶ John, 01332 874417, john.judy184@btinternet.com  

¶ David 01332 872080/07980 556 578, david.jane.jones@gmail.com 

¶ Adrian 07576 869 033, adrianyoung@hotmail.com  

¶ Steve 07792 039 691, stevenrigby1@sky.com  

weôd be pleased to see you.  John Skinner 

mailto:john.judy184@btinternet.com
mailto:david.jane.jones@gmail.com
mailto:adrianyoung@hotmail.com
mailto:stevenrigby1@sky.com
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Bernard Horace Carterõs Bicycle ð what happened to it?  
Well, sometime after Bernard had recovered from his hip operation, he gave his 

bicycle to me as a charitable gift. It was truly in a sad and worn out condition, I think  

Bernard must have clocked up at least 200,000 miles on it! It is a Raleigh Chiltern , one of 

the best and sturdiest bikes that Raleigh produced for  the working man. It is true that Derek 

Orchard helped me to restore it to really good working order. So, with a new saddle, brakes, 

tyres, de-rusting and full service, the RC was duly sold for St. Michaelôs Church Funds.  

Guess who bought it? It was Christopher Hayne himself, who truly values original, useful 

and trustworthy items. I was so pleased to provide Chris with the bike, I know he is still 

riding it and would be happy to show it to anyone who truly appreciates 2 wheels. This must 

be a Holy Bike, it has graduated from one worthy Christian seat to another, and if Chris ever 

wishes to part with it ï well, who knows what recycling might do....? 

Margaret  Gregory 

St Michaelõs Church Choir 
The Church Choir has a strong tradition of singing choral music, as well as the usual diet of 

hymns and psalms.  Our weekly programme includes special music sung as anthems, 

selected from a wide range of styles ï classical as well as those by contemporary composers.  

We are actively seeking new members in all voices ï treble, soprano, alto, tenor, bass ï of 

any age, from 10 years upwards with no top limit!  Experience in choral singing is not 

essential.  For young people, it is excellent training for future ambitions in larger choirs.  

Choir practice is (and has been for decades) every Wednesday, 7.30 to 8.30 in church. 

For details contact Colin Sanderson (Tel 872631) or Jan Wilkinson (872753) or, better still, 

call in any Wednesday for a sample! 

The Falls Clinic 
On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in Breaston Methodist 

Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they were and 

need to keep joints and muscles moving.  It does make you think about how you are walking 

and some of the exercises are done sitting down.  The cost is Ã3.50 per week, payable weekly 

and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. The group leader 

is Jo: for more information, she can be contacted on 07794 157 766. 

Question time 
Q. What do you get if you pour hot water down a rabbit hole? 

A. Hot cross bunnies! 

Q. How does the soggy Easter Bunny dry himself? 

A. With a hare-dryer! 

Q. What does Arnold Schwarzenegger say when asked what 

his favorite Christian festival is? 

A. "Have to love Easter, baby!" 
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Breaston W.I. 
There were a lot of new people in the visitorsô chairs at our February 

meeting and one was a man! No, we're not starting a new trend of 

inviting men to join the W.I. This man was one was of the 

representatives invited to accept our fund-raising cheques.  We were 

delighted to present cheques for Ã700 to each of our 3 charities. The 

fund-raising events are hard work for everyone involved but when 

cheques are handed over to beaming, 

grateful recipients, well it just makes it all 

worthwhile. We are currently nominating 

new charities for 2017 and will be voting on 

them soon.                                               

Our February speaker, retired undertaker 

Don Moar, told us about some of his 

amusing experiences. He also had a witty 

selection of undertaker jokes - (obviously a 

funeral director can't be deadpan all the 

time!). Don told us the story of Teapot Harry who used to go to all the funerals in the area. 

He would stand at the graveside looking upset, claiming to be a friend of the deceased and 

he would then end up being invited back to the house for tea. Another story he told us was 

of a genuine South African company who sold coffins in DIY kits. When I googled this, I 

read that some joker once produced a fake advert for an ñIkea self-assembly coffin kitò 

(complete with humorous fake diagrams and instructions on how to get in and fit the lid on 

from the inside)! 

   Kay Armitage 

Breaston Evergreen Club 
for the over 60s held at the METHODIST CHURCH HALL, Blind Lane every Tuesday 

afternoon at 1.30pm to 3.30pm.  We enjoy talks, Bingo, Tea parties also coach trips once a 

month.  We pick up at Draycott, West Park Car Park, and Asda.  Enquiries: ring the Club 

Secretary, Malcolm Lane, mobile 07858 703256 or 0115 9461430.  All will be made welcome 

to join the club and go on coach trips. 

Photo Shoot for 2018 Calendar 
As St Michaelôs Pictorial Calendar of Breaston for 2017 sold well, we hope to produce one 

for 2018, using photographs from an open competition to be held in September.  All the 

monies from the sale of this calendar will be for Youth Work in St. Michaelôs Church.  

Photographs from young and old will be welcomed, (preferably recorded in digital format 

(PDF) and on memory sticks).  Now is the time for you to start taking pictures ï at least one 

good one for each month!  For further information, contact Colin Sanderson at 1 Manor 

Court (Tel 872631) 
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Dr aycott  Village  News  

Church Wilne Rotary Club 

Derby and Sandiacre Canal Trust  
The Rotary Club of Church Wilne recently welcomed Chris Madge to its speaker evening. 

He gave a wonderful and inspiring talk on the ñDerby and Sandiacre Canal Trustò, who are 

working to see the canal restored to a fully navigable route with a multi-user towpath to 

enable access to all. 

The Derby Canal was opened in 1796, it had three arms running from the centre of Derby 

to Swarkestone, Sandiacre and Little Eaton. 

The trust wish to restore the arms to 

Swarkestone and Sandiacre. The canal will 

then be linked to 2,000 miles of navigable 

waterways. In the meantime the whole of the 

canal route can be walked or cycled with a 

short diversion from Wilmorton to Spondon. 

Considerable progress has been made in the 

restoration, the viability of the project has 

been proved and the four relevant Councils 

support the project, bridges have been 

restored along the route as well as locks and a culvert was installed during the construction 

of the Pacific Road in Wilmorton ready to take the canal. Although the city centre section 

of the canal has been built over and cannot be recovered, the two arms will be joined by a 

short new section through Pride Park. A major feature will be a boat lift (The Derby Arm) 

which will enable boats to travel up the Derwent to the original Silk Mill wharf in Derby. 

This will complement the existing leisure facilities in the area. The trust are working 

tirelessly to bring this project to fruition: 1,600 members have supported the project. It will 

bring prosperity, visitors and leisure facilities to the area. 

The Trust are planning to restore the Draycott section between Derby Road and Hopwell 

Road ï Pledge your support and find out more through the web site 

www.derbycanal.org.uk. For more information on Rotary, our speaker evenings and the 

main activities organised by our club please contact Rotarian Nigel Roberts at: 

rccw1220@gmail.com 

Rotarian Dr John A Cook 

BBC Nottingham Studios  

On Thursday evening 16th February members of the Church Wilne Rotary club were 

welcomed by Jo Davies of the BBC at their Nottingham Studios. Jo gave an introduction of 

the workings within both the BBC Central TV and Radio Nottingham and then led a walking 

tour of the studios. This included meeting many of the staff and seeing the radio presenter 

in action. 
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Then they saw part of the live Central TV 

news that goes out each day from 6:30 to 

7:00pm. Jo explained just how important 

the weather forecast was to the programme 

as the presenter may get up to 3 minutes or 

just less than a minute as the programme 

must finish exactly on time. The presenter 

does not have an auto-cue but must work 

from timing instructions via the headphone 

which counts down to the finish required.  

Jo was thanked by Rotarian Ken Austin for a 

most informative tour and he said we all look 

forward to listening her future radio programmes take are broadcast each Saturday and 

Sunday. 

Derbyshire County Show Update  

Ed Hicklin, the chairman of the Derbyshire County Show, gave the Church Wilne Rotary 

members an update on this yearôs Show at their weekly meeting at the Royal Oak in 

Ockbrook on Monday 27th February 

Ed has been the chairman for the past 8 years and said it gets more and more challenging 

each year and also said the Rotary Club were very much an integral part of the Show with 

its great support on the day. 

This year the Show will be the 136th and will be held on Sunday 25th June on its new venue 

the Locko Park. The site has 200 acres and naturally brings fresh challenges with the new 

lay-out plus traffic and parking. There will be two entrances with the public entrance off the 

A6096 Dale Road and this year they will employ professional people to arrange the car 

parking. 

The principal ring will be in front of the house which should work well for everyone. 

Last yearôs Show had to be regrettably cancelled about 5 days prior to the day due to the 

ground conditions and Ed said the cost to the show was around Ã60,000 but it was the 

correct decision as the weather deteriorated further leading up to the event. It is estimated 

the final loss under those conditions would have been around Ã140,000. 

The Show has many attractions and along with the 600 horses in competition throughout 

the day there will be something like 800 dogs in various categories, goats, rabbits and many 

more animals all in competitions. There are always plenty for the family to enjoy on the day 

with lots to see in the main ring, classic vehicles, dry stone walls being built and the WI tent.  

For to those who like to shop a there are a wide variety of clothing, food and drinks stalls to 

enjoy. 

It has been the aspiration of the organisers for many years to have their own ground but itôs 

been almost impossible to locate and to find a 200-acre site would now be unaffordable and 

they have accepted they will never own their own showground. 

Back row (l to r) Peter Woods, Ken Austin, Ray 
Terry, Gary Abbot t, Graham Knowles and Chris 
Tew; Seated l to r. Gary Dundas, Ken Watson, 

John Astell, Malcolm Chapman, Tony Beenham 
and Barry Woodhead.  
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Derbyshire has hosted the Royal Show on 3 separate occasions in the 20th century and since 

the Derbyshire County Show was founded on the 29th June 1860 it has been held at a 

variety of venues. This year will be the 136th Show and Ed said ñIt has been a challenging 

time for the Society and the current plan and arrangements are looking good and it will be 

held on a great parkland setting.ò 

The Clubôs vote of thanks was given by Mike Barker who referred back to a particular bad 

weekend for the Show in the 1980s which almost broke the back of the Show and in 

summary he said to Ed yours is ñA Hell of a Hobbyò and thank you for an enjoyable update 

on the yearôs Show. 

Ray Terry 

For the Rotary Club of Church Wilne 

Friends of St. Chadõs 

Thanksgiving service  

A Service of Thanksgiving for the work of 

the Friends of St Chad's was held on Sunday 

5th March. The service was led by Gary 

Dundas and Ruth Pechey preached to those 

assembled. The congregation enjoyed the 

opportunity to reflect on and give thanks to 

God for the work of the Friends with Ruth 

helping us all with her usual humour. 

George Keeling was in attendance and 

presented the Church with a photograph of 

the choir there, taken in 1939. The only 

three members of the choir, remaining today, are pictured with Gary & Ruth - Derek 

Orchard, Barry Stocks and George himself. George had the picture beautifully framed in 

memory of his late wife Audrey who passed away recently. 

New noticeboard  
The Church members and the Friends of St 

Chadôs are pleased to report that a new Notice 

Board has been erected at St Chadôs Church. 

Many thanks to Chris Tew and Luke Riley from 

A.C.E. Stainless Fabrications Ltd on 

Bankfields Farm, Derby Road, Draycott, who 

made it for us. For those of you who use 

Facebook, Chris has posted one or two more 

photographs. It looks splendid.  

We are really most grateful to Chris and Luke for this wonderful contribution, enabling us 

to enhance of our ministry. 
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Church  News  

Church Calendars 
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Regular events 

St. Michaels,  Breaston  
Every Wednesday 2:30pm ï 3:30pm Church open 

Every Saturday 10:30am ï Noon Church open 

Every Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

First Sunday 7:30pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer and Praise at the 

Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday 7:30pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday 2:15pm Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday 2:00pm Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott  
Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on Saturday 4th March 10am -11.30am. Please 

do come along, Coffee, Biscuits and a chat just 50p. 

The Wesley Guild, Breaston 
The Guild takes place every Thursday at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall and everyone 

is welcome.  The programme for April is as follows: 

  6th Annual General Meeting 

  13th Maundy Thursday 

  20th Annual Dinner 

These dates conclude this winter's programme until the Guild recommences in September. 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 
There is no lunch club on April 14 (Good Friday);  normal service will be resumed on April 

28 and May 12. 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey participants to 

and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is held on alternate 

Fridays.  Please contact Thelma on 01332 873312 if you can help.   

Draycott Methodist Cafe Services - 

Church ð but not as you know it!  

On the second Sunday morning of each month, we have a different sort of óchurchô in 

Draycott. 

¶ Informal, sitting with friends around tables. 

¶ Tea & Coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Cafe Church ï Sunday April 8th at 10.30 a.m on the corner of Market St & 

Derwent St, DE72 3NB 
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Breaston Methodist Church News 
Letters have been sent to all village groups inviting each one to make a cross for display in 

our Festival of Crosses from Good Friday until Easter Sunday inclusive.  Please could 

Leaders of the groups return their replies in the near future.  Thank you.   See details on 

page 14. 

Spring and Easter are times of great anticipation both in the seasonal calendar and the 

church calendar when we look forward to celebrating Christ's resurrection and the lighter, 

warmer days.  Everyone feels better when the clocks change and the summer weather lifts 

our hearts and souls. 

Rev Arnold Dixon is now on a three-month Sabbatical which every Methodist Minister is 

obliged to take after seven years' unbroken service. During this time, Arnold may not be 

contacted in any way concerning business or worship.  Our Deacon Terry Street will hold 

the fort and other ministers in the Circuit will share Arnold's duties.  We trust that Arnold 

will return to us in June strengthened and refreshed in his ministry. 

Festival of Crosses in Breaston Methodist Church

 
Good Friday, 14th April   Church open from 10.00am until 5.00pm Festival of Crosses 

Saturday,       15th April    Church open from 10.00am until 5.00pm Festival of Crosses 

Easter Day,    16th April   Church open 10.00am until 5.00pm 

                                             Service as usual at 10.30am 

                                             Service at 6.00pm to close the Festival of Crosses 

                                             Refreshments will be available in the Hall throughout. 

The Draycott Guild 
We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 7.30pm. 

Membership is Ã8 for sessions January to April. Give us a try. 

Wednesday 12 th  April   Mercy Ships  

Title of talk is Mercy Ships- bringing hope from our hospital-ship to those without access 

to healthcare 

Wednesda y 26 th  April   The Imari Singers  

A return visit of this popular local choir 

This is our last guild for this session. Look out for information of meetings beginning again 

in September. Please come and join us, you will receive a warm welcome 
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Friends of St Chadõs 2017 Membership 
If you are interested in joining the óFriendsô and supporting the commitment to preserve 

this lovely ancient building, then please call the Membership Secretary Jackie Enever 01332 

873140. You could also call in at Gary Dundas at Draycott to obtain a membership application form. 

Only Ã8 each or Ã12 for a family. 

St Chadõs Church Easter Flowers 
Anyone wishing to donate towards the cost of Easter Flowers in memory of loved ones could 

you please contact Betty Fletcher ï 5 Walk Close. Please leave the names of those you wish 

to be remembered with your donation. All those named will be displayed in Church at 

Easter. Thank you. 

Betty Fletcher 

ôReceiving Christõ in five different ways 
You are invited to join our discussion group which we will be having during Lent on 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm  in Draycott Methodist Church Hall  on Market Street. The sessions are 

free and very informal. For more information contact Gary Dundas - St Maryôs Church 

872893 or David Murden - Draycott Methodist Church 873388 

Make Easter special this year! 
Travel with the followers of Jesus as they move from the confusion of Maundy Thursday, 

sadness and fear of Good Friday to the joy and amazement of Easter Sunday. 

Maundy Thursday April 13th  7:30pm  

óThe Last Supper ï from darkness to lightô led by Rev Colin Emerson at the Methodist 

Church, Market Street 

Good Friday April 14th  10:30am  

Join with the Walk of Witness ï carrying or following the large cross from St Maryôs Church 

(meet at 10.30 a.m.) through the village to the Methodist Church in Market Street ï 

stopping for hymns on the way! 

Good Friday Evening Service 7pm  

A service of prayers and reflections at St Maryôs at 7pm. 

Easter Sunday Morning April 16th  
Sunrise Service at 6.00a.m. by St Chadôs Water, Church Wilne.  (Phone 873388 if you need 

transport) followed by breakfast in the Methodist hall, Market Street for everyone. ï Come 

and celebrate the Resurrection! 

We continue to celebrate on Easter Sunday with services at both churches as detailed on 

the church schedule page.  The Lent Cross will be decorated with Spring flowers during the 

morning service (10.30 a.m.) at the Methodist Church. 
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Children  and  Youth  

 
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an adult. COME AND JOIN US FOR 

CRAFTS, FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. Organised by Draycott Churches Together, we meet 

in Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd 

Monday of each month.  

Next meeting is April 10th 3.30pm ï 5.30pm. 

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden (01332 

873388) 

Scouts, Guides, Brownies & Rainbows 
Brownies meet in Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Mondays - For more information 

contact Brown Owl, Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. 

Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15pm in St Maryôs during term time. 

Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights in the Scout Hall on Blind Lane. 

Helpers are urgently needed. Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 

Risley Guides meet in St Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott on Tuesdays 6.30 ï 7.45 pm (term 

time). Spaces are available now. Contact Lynn on 07528 426 961 or www.girlguiding.org.uk 

to register.  

Explorers 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall every Tuesday 

during term time from 3:30-4:30pm.  
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The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, 

competitions, crafts and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team 

at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25pm and collect any 

children attending the club and then walk them back to the church hall. This means parents 

simply have to come to the church hall at 4:30pm to pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to come, 

please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form.  

 

Youth Caf® News 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 will be invited to join in the 

summer term of 2017) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you to all the support from everyone involved and for 

our awesome young people from in and around Breaston. We 

now have almost 50 young people a week coming to Youth 

Caf®. 

Simon Bentley St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

Young Church 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs now starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the children 

can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

 

Praise Parties 
Come and celebrate, eat and have fun with all the family in St. Michaelôs Hall on the 1st 

Sunday of each month 4ï5:30pm 

 

Sunbeams 
Breaston Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Group meets on Mondays in term time 10:30-

11:30am in Breaston Methodist Church. Contact Annie Noble on 07595 351 582. 

Draycott Sunbeams for under 5ôs meets on Wednesdays 10ï11:30am in St. maryôs Church 

Hall. Contact Ruth Pechey on 0115 972 6321. 

 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

Riverside Football Club 

victorious at Repton 
In support of the Derby County Charity, 

Rams in Kenya, Richmond Retirement 

Villages sponsored the ñRams in Kenya 

Cupò for walking football teams. 

Eight sides including Rams Legends, 

incorporating Roy McFarland, Archie 

Gemmill, Kevin Hector and Derby 

Countyôs walking football ambassador, 

Roger Davis, took part at Repton School 

Sports complex on Thursday 16th 

February.  

Throughout the group stages Riverside 

came up against sterner opposition in each 

match, winning 5-0, 2-1 and culminating 

in a very exciting encounter with the 

Legends, which ended 1-1, ensuring that 

both sides qualified for the semi-finals.  

In this first semi Riverside were drawn 

against Derby County Community Trust 

A, a match which many thought would 

have graced the final, began with 

Riverside taking a two goal lead but were 

pegged back to 2-2 at the final whistle. 

This game was everything walking football 

is about. Skill, and sportsmanship were on 

display from both sides who know and 

respect each other. The dreaded penalty 

shootout began with Riverside eventually 

winning 5-4. Special mention of the 

goalkeeper, Alan Dutson, is due here. He   

kept superbly both in this game and 

throughout the tournament. 

This set up a rematch with the Rams 

Legends side who came through their semi 

easily enough against a veteran DCCT64+ 

side.  

Local referee, Tom Hales, had kindly given 

up his time to support this charity event 

throughout was given charge of this 

prestigious final. 

Although the legends donôt field a regular 

side they are ex-professionals who have 

kept fit and have lost none of the skills they 

had when they graced the Baseball 

Ground. They quickly learned the lessons 

from previous matches and took a 

deserved 2-0 lead. Riverside then showed 

that they were not to be intimidated by 

reputations as strong but fair tackles from 

both sides were evident. Superb flowing 

football from the Long Eaton side resulted 

in them taking a 3-2 lead. With literally 

seconds to go the Legendôs equalised, 

taking this thrilling game into the second 

penalty shootout of the afternoon.  

It was fitting that Riversideôs Ian McHugh 

stepped up and kept his nerve to calmly 

drive home the winning penalty to add his 

open play goals tally of 7 for the 

tournament. Riversideôs other scorers in 

open play were Glynn Potts who waded in 

with 4 plus Darren Worthington and Brian 

Pickford contributing one each 

throughout the tournament. This was a 

whole squad effort and mentioning Mark 

Stuart and Brian Statham in dispatches as 

the last of the outfield players in no way 

diminishes their contributions to this 

excellent Riverside victory. To pick up a 

trophy in this manner emphasises the 

resilience and skill of a squad of players 

who are still gelling together as this is our 

first season playing together 

competitively. 

This report would not be complete without 

mentioning the generosity of Repton 



 24 24 

 

School who provided the venue without 

charge and the outstanding sponsorship 

and hospitality of Richmond Retirement 

Villages. Their website features more 

photos of the day and is www.richmond-

villages.com 

Finally a huge thank you is extended to 

DCCT and their staff, led by Lee Fearnley, 

for the organisation of what proved to be a 

superb event. 

David Hewitt Riverside WFC 

Book review: 

Ryanõs Journey 
Two readers review the first two volumes 

of ñRyanôs Journeyò 

It's not often that you get read and review 

a book by a local author! John Barnes, a 

resident of Breaston, has recently 

published his first book ñRyan's Journeyò, 

closely followed by his second and is now 

working on his third - at the tender age of 

86! 

The central character is Ryan Brannigan 

and in Book One we hear of his childhood 

growing up in England as part of an Irish 

Catholic family at the outbreak of World 

War Two. Ryan's childhood is described in 

great detail recalling family relationships, 

friendships and school days portraying 

prejudice and bullying that dominated the 

thoughts of so many at the time. 

John introduces us to believable* 

characters including Nadina, a bright, 

vulnerable child who has an obsession to 

one day attend The Convent School. 

Nadina's potential is recognized by the 

friendly Miss Ashby, a teacher who takes a 

genuine interest in all her pupils, unlike 

the frosty Headmistress Miss Millison 

who believes ñchildren should be seen and 

not heardò. 

Ryan reluctantly attended Mass each 

Sunday under the watchful gaze of Father 

OôDonncll ï revered by all in the 

Community except Ryan and father, 

Fergus. Father OôDonncll befriends 

Nadina who is invited for extra tuition, 

which she sees as a means to passing the 

all important Scholarship. However 

Father OôDonncll has other motivesé 

Throughout this book the reader can 

empathise with Nadinaôs innocence and 

naivety. Relationships between the 

characters evolve with great sensitivity 

and the compassion Ryan shows towards 

Nadina, and ultimately his desire for 

revenge keeps you turning the pages. 

JW 

Book 2 of Ryanôs Journey, The Teen Years, 

begins with Sunday morning mass, but 

instead of their usual priest, Father 

O'Donnell, in walks Father Nick, young, 

enthusiastic, well-meaning but 

inexperienced. It transpires that Father 

O'Donnell has had to return to lreland 

immediately to nurse his sick mother. 

Some of the congregation saw his being 

there as an opportunity, particularly 

Ryan's father Fergus who wants to discuss 

Nick's predecessor's actions towards 

Nadina, and Nadina herself, who wants to 

go to the convent school. She gets her 

wish, but Nick doesnôt believe a word that 
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Fergus tells him. He seeks advice from the 

thoroughly unpleasant Monsignor OôShea 

and is initially reassured, but a 

conversation with a friend and colleague 

over a game of golf makes him question 

things more. A bit of a nit-pick here: the 

author clearly has never played golf. 

The police decide to investigate the alleged 

crimes, and this brings together a 

mismatched couple to investigate, Chief 

Inspector Harris, an old-school policeman 

and rough and ready Sergeant Penhaligon. 

There is an interesting conflict of methods 

here, but despite intense questioning 

Nadina denies anything happened. 

Fergus finds the opportunity to kill 

O'Donnell, but is not successful and is 

badly injured in the process. Ryan and his 

father grow closer together whilst Fergus 

is recovering. 

For me the most moving part of the book 

is the death and subsequent funeral of one 

of Ryan's school friends, Richard 

ñFoureyesò Johnson. Foureyes was not the 

brightest, and was bullied by them. Ryan 

is very upset by this death, particularly 

when Mrs Johnson asks him to give the 

eulogy. 

Through many twists and turns Ryan and 

Nadina finally get together, although they 

temporarily go their own ways, Ryan into 

the army and Nadina to Oxford 

University. 

Although the book is about a difficult 

subject I found it very readable. It has 

many twists and turns and many 

characters, but these are well drawn and 

interesting, particularly Father Nick. I 

took forward to book 3 to be published in 

the autumn. 

IW 

 

Books One and Two of Ryan's Journey can 

be obtained directly from the author, 

johnsbarnes10@btinternet.com; on line 

at johnsbarnes-writer.co.uk or direct from 

the publisher Fast-Print Publishers. 

ñIs there any sorrow like unto my sorrowò 

(Lamentations 1:12) 

John Barnes, author of Ryanôs Journey 

To make you think 
 

Carry out a random act of kindness with 

no expectation of reward, safe in the 

knowledge that one day someone might do 

the same for you. 

Diana, Princess of Wales 

Keep your eyes on the stars and your feet 

on the ground. 

Theodore Roosevelt 

How lucky am I to have something that 

makes saying goodbye so hard. 

Attributed to Winnie the Pooh 

Of all sad words of mouth or pen, the 

saddest are these: it might have been. 

John Greenleaf Whittier 

Happiness is having a large, caring, close-

knit family in another city. 

George Burns 

(with tongue firmly in cheek!) 
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Poetry  Pages 
 

 

Spring has sprung! 
First signs of Spring, 

Snowdrops are flowering. 

We can see buds of daffodils 

And the landscape it fills 

Blossoms will be here soon 

But on which afternoon? 

Different coloured flowers 

Will release their powers! 

 

More birds are appearing 

Tweeting we are hearing 

Hedgehogs out from hibernation 

Straight into exploration 

Foxes are on the prowl 

Just like the Tawny Owl! 

Badgers coming from their burrow 

Will it be tonight or tomorrow? 

 

Snow is now vanishing  

What is happening? 

April showers approaches, 

Banishing the poachers 

The wind is stronger 

The days are getting longer 

The sun is not yet boiling.  

But Spring is uncoiling! 

 

Written by Kyna (11), Isla (9), Tilly (6)    

(The Love Bugs)    

SPRING means... 
 

  Brightening Days, 

                  Leaps of Joy, 

                        Bounces... in a bed, 

                             the Birth... of a river. 

Jay     
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Dog Show 

MAYDAY DOG SHOW 1ST MAY 2017  
DUFFIELD CLOSE, BREASTON  

REGISTRATION FROM 11.00AM 
£1 PER DOG/CATEGORY 

ALL MONIES RAISED WILL BE GOING TO DOGõS TRUST 

 
 

JUDGING IS 1.00 PMð 3.00PM 
CATEGORIES ð PUPPY UPTO 6 MONTHS, SMALL DOG, MEDIUM 

DOG, LARGE/GIANT, WAGGIEST TAIL (2 CLASSES), GOLDEN 
OLDIE & BEST RESCUE 

BEST IN SHOW FOR WINNERS OF EACH CATEGORY 

SPONSORSHIP FROM ðBurgess Pet Food, Hoggs Bistro, Lanes Farm, 

Pet Stay, Burnõs Pet Food, Lilyõs Kitchen, Kong Company, Ruffwear, 

Ancol Pet Products, Kennelgate and Many Others  

There will be a collection box on the day for any food or other 

items that people may want to donate to the Dogôs Trust 

 

Comedy Zone with Stand-up Comic John Barnes 

Wednesday 26th April 7:30pm  at the Chequers Inn  

Songs,      Impressions,      Gags,      Sketches 

Demonstration Jive with John and Nikki Connell 

By kind invitation of landlords Duncan and Kate 
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Arcade Players  -  Duchess Theatre West Gate Long  

Lord Arthur Savileõs Crime , 26th  ð 29th  APRIL 2017   
The Arcade Players are delighted to announce their third and final play of this season. 

"Lord Arthur Savileôs Crime", written by Constance Cox, was based on a short story by Oscar Wilde, 

set in the 1890s.  

Lord Arthur is about to get married to the young, 

beautiful and talented Sybil Morton, but Lady 

Julia Morton, Sybilôs mother, is determined to 

ensure that her daughter is making a wise choice 

of husband, and calls in the services of an 

eminent cheiromantis (a palm reader), named 

Podgers, who claims to be able to read not just 

the past, but also the future, in peopleôs hands. 

Podgers satisfies Lady Julia on Arthurôs past, but 

privately warns him that he will most certainly 

commit a murder at some time in the future. 

Arthur determines to get this unpleasant 

business out of the way straightway, so that his 

marriage to Sybil will not be tainted later on. His 

choice of victim falls initially on Lady 

Clementina, his elderly and infirm aunt, but 

although careful preparations are made for 

poison to be administered (mainly by Baines, 

Arthurôs loyal butler), the job is botched and 

fails. Consequently, the wedding has to be 

postponed, much to everyoneôs consternation. 

Further attempts to murder other family 

members, with the assistance of Herr 

Winkelkopf, an anarchist, expert in explosions, 

also fail and it seems the wedding will never take place, but then surprising revelations send the 

story in a completely new direction. 

Lord Arthur finishes in the hands of the police! 

Tickets are available online at www.arcadeplayers.co.uk or www.duchess-theatre.com. 

Alternatively, you can call the Arcade Players on 01332 875350.  Or why not pop down to the 

Duchess Theatre, West Gate, Long Eaton on a Saturday morning to buy in person and have a cup 

of coffee. 

We look forward to seeing you at the theatre. 

The Committee 

Spooky 
What do ghosts enjoy most at the theatre? 

Phantomimes! 

http://www.arcadeplayers.co.uk/
http://www.duchess-theatre.com/
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Contacts  

Draycott 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Di Aram 07825 726880 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson alesi4@sky.com  01332 872615 

Guides Lynn Palmer 07528 426 961 
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Breaston 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priests Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

  Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07761 388 445 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Thelma Mortimer  01332 873312 

Breaston Park Football Club www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Liz Neal 0115 9724042 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

      David Jones   david.jane.jones@gmail.com  

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

  www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewah-valley  

Methodist Wesley Guild Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Jean Lupton 01332 874170 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Lunch Club Thelma Mortimer 01332 873312 

mailto:david.jane.jones@gmail.com
http://www.emreg.org.uk/branches/trent-erewah-valley
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Finallyê 

Letter to the Editor: Draycott Shops 
Following on the letter in last month's Village News led me to think about the many other 
friendly businesses serving the general public in Draycott.  

I calculate there are now about 30 independent shops in Draycott, which is good for a 
village of our size, especially when you realise that in the 1950's, before the arrival of 
supermarkets, there were about 42 shops dotted all over the village. Of course, the village 
population was much smaller then, but retailers' takings would have been boosted by the 
factory employees, who daily travelled in from the surrounding area to work in such 
factories as Toton Mills and Victoria Mills (which was the source for another interesting 
article last month).  

In the past year there have been several changes insofar as Jacques has closed down and 
may be converted into living accommodation; and the Post Office, which was run by two 
gen²al sisters, is expected to transfer to One Stop towards the end of April.   However, we 
can continue to look forward to the future with the opening of the Draycott Tap House 
and possibly a tattooist a few doors away.   In the recent past other new businesses have 
included a hairdresser, a sandwich shop, and a barber. 

If we villagers want our district to keep thriving it is up to each individual to ensure that 
they trade with these businesses on our doorstep, plus supporting the local community 
organisations, who voluntarily strive to entertain us in a variety of ways. 

Josephine Eaton. 
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