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Thought for the month  
 

When asked if I would write the óThought for Marchô, my first thought was óWhat can I 

write that has not been written before?ô 

I sit and look out of my window at Godôs Creation, 

things coming to life, the snowdrops opening up, 

the daffodils poking through the ground, the buds 

forming on the trees and shrubs, the crop 

growing in the field and the birds feeding in the 

garden. At the end of January I did the RSPB bird 

count. Over that weekend I had eighteen different 

types of birds visit our garden. Some I was very 

pleased to see (like the goldcrest and the greater 

spotted woodpecker), but when the feral pigeons 

came I scared them away ï they are not my 

favourite birds.  

On Sunday morning at our ócaf® style church 

serviceô, the preacher, Phil Royle used as his text 

óEither everybody matters or nobody matters!ô (Not a verse from the Bible, but words 

demonstrating Biblical truth). It made me think about me and my birds and how I treat 

them. I want the colourful ones but not the dull ones who gobble up all the food! 

If we think about this when dealing with people we 

meet, do we help those that we can get on with, and 

ignore or even turn away from those we consider 

dull and not our type? When we see people in need 

and sleeping rough, what is our response? Do we 

turn away or do we try to help in some way? 

The Padley Centre in Derby will allow you to 

purchase, for a pound, a voucher that can be given 

to a needy person so they can buy a drink or hot 

meal. We can also give to places like the Canaan 

Trust in Long Eaton or the Derby Churches Night Shelter, all of which supply help to the 

needy. We can all do something to help those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Jesus said, in Luke Chapter 10, óLove the Lord your God with all your heart and love your 

neighbour as yourselfô. Who is our neighbour? It is everyone we see in need. As Christians 

we cannot choose whether or not we help or who we should help ï remember, óEITHER 

EVERYBODY MATTERS, OR NOBODY MATTERS.ô 

David Murden, Senior Steward, Draycott Methodist Church  

Greater spotted woodpecker 

(courtesy of RSPB) 

Goldcrest (courtesy of RSPB) 
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Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on behalf of 

churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, DERBY, DE72 

3DX, or see details on page 32. 

 

Copy Day 
For the next issue of the magazine is Wednesday 15th March 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott news can 

be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to be forwarded to the 

Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will have to be held over 

 

Editorial 
Breaston and Draycott Village News aims to provide a digest of news items from both 

villages, from organisations, churches, and parish councils, together with articles of more 

general interest, and the occasional poem. 

Weôve altered the format slightly this issue, partly to reduce printing costs. Have we made 

the typeface too small? And weôve made the Articles section into a two-column layout, 

which we think makes it more readableé but what do you think? Do let us know 

 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Draycott Village News  

Church Wilne Rotary Club 
William Coltman VC ð The Story of Two Crosses  

The members of the Rotary Club of Church Wilne welcomed its guests to the meeting at 

the Royal Oak in Ockbrook on Monday 30th January, Tim and John Coltman, when John 

spoke about his Great Grandad William Coltman. 

William Coltman was born on the 17th November 1891 in the little village of Rangemore 

near Burton-on-Trent and just over 100 years ago he prepared to go to war, but he 

refused to fight because of his Christian beliefs and became a stretcher bearer. Bill, as he 

was known to his friends, was a little guy of just 5 ft 4, had great strength and just went 

out from the front on his own and carried soldiers on his own back. 

William is the highest decorated non-commissioned officer of the British army, having 

been awarded not only the Victoria Cross but also the Military medal and bar and the 

Distinguished conduct medal and bar. The most unusual aspect of these distinctions is 

the Bill never fired a shot and never used a gun.  

Tim spoke about Williams early days as a gardener and then the recruitment drive 

following the outbreak of Great War, WW1 in 1914, when 28 countries were involved. 

After Williamôs medical training his equipment was just a small first aid box similar to 

the average home/office first aid box of today. 

The members heard about the dreadful conditions in the 

trenches when, for weeks on end, the soldiers endured 

constant problems such as frost bite, or unbearable 

temperatures, trench foot, lice, cholera, rats, mud, dirty 

clothes and little food. 

The battle of the Somme took place on 15th July 1916 and a 

massively bad decision was made when at 7:30am a whistle 

was sounded and the young soldiers went over the top and 

on that day there were 57,000 casualties along with 19,000 

killed. The battle lasted for 141 days and only 4 miles were 

advanced throughout the battle. 893 on average died every 

day in the fight for the freedom we enjoy today. 

There was a saying around the top of the trenches which was ñIf the Germans get you ï 

Donôt worry Bill will get you backò 

The members also heard about the battle of Lens in France when William, showed great 

gallantry, devotion to duty and disregard for personal danger on three occasions and was 

awarded the DCM. He was described by Lieutenant-Colonel Tomlinson as the bravest 

man he had ever met. 
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King George awarded William with the Victoria Cross and said ñYou are one of the few, 

if not the only man, in the whole British Army with so many distinctionsò. 

John spoke about his return to Burton-on-Trent when a reception was planned to meet 

him at the station but William heard about this and got off the train a station before 

Burton and walked home. 

William was present on the 20th November 1920 at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

standing as the guard of honour with 100 other soldiers who had also been awarded the 

highest honour for any soldier, the Victoria Cross. Around the sides of the tomb are 

inscriptions and one is ñUnknown and yet well knownò 

William died at the age of 82 on 29th June 1974 and his coffin passed through the streets 

of Windall on the afternoon of Thursday 4th July and no less than twelve awards graced 

it. At the grave there was a 12 gun salute. He went to war and refused to kill: millions had 

died for freedom, but one died for our souls. 

The clubôs vote of thanks was given by John Hollingworth who said William was a modest 

man who didnôt talk about it but we have all tonight appreciated his life and thanked 

John for his moving and informative talk. 

Visit to BBC Nottingham  

On Thursday evening 16th February members were welcomed by Jo Davies of the BBC 

at their Nottingham Studios. 

Jo gave an introduction of the workings within both the BBC Central TV and Radio 

Nottingham and then they were given a walking tour of the studios. This included 

meeting many of the staff and seeing the radio presenter in action. Then they saw part of 

the live Central TV news that goes out each day from 6:30 to 7:00pm. Jo explained just 

how important the weather forecast was to the programme as the presenter may get up 

to 3 minutes or just less than a minute as the programme must finish exactly on time. 

The presenter does not have an auto-cue but must work from timing instructions via the 

headphone which counts down to the finish required.  

Jo was thanked by Rotarian Ken Austin for a most informative tour and he said we all 

look forward to listening her future radio programmes take are broadcast each Saturday 

and Sunday. 

Ray Terry, for the Rotary Club of Church Wilne 

Post Office relocation 
The Post Office has informed the Parish Council that the Draycott branch will be 

relocated to the One Stop Store at 24 Derby Road, Draycott with effect from 6 March 

2017. The current branch at 35 Victoria Road, Draycott will close at 12.30pm on the 4 

March 2017. A copy of the letter from the post office can be viewed on the post office web-

site at postofficeviews.co.uk ï using the code for the branch of 19720799. A copy of the 

letter is also on the Parish Council notice board on Victoria Road, Draycott. 
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Breaston  Village  News   

 
Yard Sale  

Sunday 2nd April 10amï4pm 

Enter your yard and we will put you on the map! Ã3 per yard. Contact 

newsletter@breaston.info for an entry form. Closing date 18th March. 

Watch out for posters and on the Forumôs Facebook page for details of collecting a map 

nearer the time. All funds raised going towards Breaston in Bloom. 

Breaston In Bloom  

We are entering our village for East Midlands in Bloom this year. 

Ideas so far are for new shrub beds at each end of the main road as you enter the village, 

tidying the Draycott bridge area, a theme and colour scheme and more floral displays. 

Let us know your ideas. See Facebook.com/breastonvillagepeople for updates. 

Contact us if you can offer any of the following help whether it be a one off or a regular 

commitment: planning, digging, I.T skills, planting, watering, poster design, publicity, 

use of a greenhouse, refreshments, sponsoring, or anything else you can offer! 

Contact Emma Thomas on 07900 526259 or by email to newsletter@breaston.info. 

Second forum quiz night another success!  

Breaston Community Forum held its second village quiz night on Sunday 19th February. 

Once again the Chequers was full to bursting with residents eager to demonstrate their 

brain power in aid of funding village activities. David Down supplied the questions ï 

luckily not too difficult and a good selection of topics, a continuous supply of nibbles kept 

us going and of course the bar was well used. The winners, after a tie break, were óThe 

Leftoversô, 4 people who had just got together specially for the quiz. Well done to them. 

They received a prize of wine donated by the Co-op and their money back. óPulfers Posseô 

had the honour of receiving the booby prize. A raffle was also held, prizes courtesy of 

local residents.  

The best part of the night was the realisation that we raised an amazing Ã425! This money 

is going to be used to help fund our Breaston in Bloom entry this year. We intend to run 

this quiz twice a year, Spring and Autumn so watch out for the next date and apply early. 

Places go really fast! 

 Julie Rowlinson 

Chair, Breaston Community Forum 

mailto:newsletter@breaston.info
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Menõs Danger Club 
After the delights of the Christmas dinner, the roast parsnips, the Brussels and the pigs-

in-blankets then the Christmas pudding with custard/ice-cream/Bermuda cream and the 

constant dips into sweets, chocolates and nuts throughout the day, the taste buds needed 

re-invigorating.  

So we met for our Christmas-Chilli-Chill-Out evening in the Bullôs Head for a pint while 

we ordered from the Royal Spice menu. When the meals are ready we took them across 

to the Church Hall and enjoy an evening together in a calm and relaxed atmosphere 

because after all the ñDangerousò events of the year itôs a chance for men to have the time 

to chat, share experiences, laugh and well.....Man Chat. 

 

The Menôs Danger Club Has no ñmembershipò just a list of those who wish to be informed 

about future events. Not all come to every event for a variety of reasons  

Our March meeting will be in St. Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott on Friday 24th March at 

7.30pm. The theme is óYou are Nickedô Come quietly lad and learn about the equipment, 

tactics and patience required by the Police in catching the óbaddiesô. 

The list of our future 2017 events will be on St. Michaelôs website or contact: 

John, 01332 874417, john.judy184@btinternet.com  

or David 01332 872080/07980556578, david.jane.jones@gmail.com 

or Adrian 07576869033, adrianyoung@hotmail.com  

or Steve 07792039691, stevenrigby1@sky.com  

Weôd be pleased to see you. 

John Skinner 

Breaston Flower Circle 

ôA Jewellery Collectionõ by Jean Fordham  
Jeanôs demonstration matched the sparkle of the jewels displayed alongside her floral 

arrangements. She translated her stories of vintage jewellery into swirling and moving 

shapes and arrangements using a variety of roses to dominate her designs. 

Firstly, she set óDiamonds in Platinumô adding shades of white amongst green to vary the 

dimension of her arrangement. 

Then her óFlamingo Broochesô was inspired by the set of jewellery specifically designed 

for members of the Suffragette Movement. Green, white and purple flowers were set onto 

a framework to enclose space to create shape and form. 

mailto:john.judy184@btinternet.com
mailto:david.jane.jones@gmail.com
mailto:adrianyoung@hotmail.com
mailto:stevenrigby1@sky.com


  9 

 

Jean moved onto describe her óBead 

Collectionô with vivid orange Gerberas 

and Birds of Paradise. She followed this 

with her creation of a simple spiral 

structure of roses and plant material, 

entitled óMetals in Silver.ô 

She travelled further afield for her last 

two pieces. In óIndian Jewelleryô she 

used rose gold spray to highlight 

Mahonia leaves which formed the 

centrepiece of the arrangement whilst 

the rich deep red of Naomi Roses supported by a trellis of cane and aluminium wire set 

the final scene depicting the rubies of Myanmar. 

Elaine Bainbridge, Breaston Flower Circle 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 
In operation since 2009, the Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme aims to help make life 

easier for people in Breaston who need help with day to day problems. We have a team 

of volunteers who are willing to help others in their community in a number of ways, 

including: 

¶  giving lifts to hospitals or doctorsô surgeries 

¶  collecting pensions and prescriptions 

¶  one-off tidy up of a garden 

¶  help with filling forms 

¶  minor household repairs such as checking smoke alarms and replacing batteries if 

needed 

¶  help with shopping 

If you need help in any of these ways, simply ring 07821 657 684, leave a message, and 

weôll match you with one of our volunteers. 

Please note that this is not an emergency service ï we usually ask for a couple of daysô 

notice. And itôs only for Breaston residents: Draycott are hoping to start a similar scheme 

soon. 

The Falls Clinic 
On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in Breaston 

Methodist Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they 

were and need to keep joints and muscles moving. It does make you think about how you 

are walking and some of the exercises are done sitting down. The cost is Ã3 per week, 

payable weekly and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. 

The group leader is Jo: for more information, she can be contacted on 07794157766. 

 



 

 10 

10 

 

Breaston W.I. 
2017 literally got off to a flying start. We had a packed hall of 66 members 

and one visitor to listen to another enjoyable and interesting talk from 

Jolyon MacLaine. This was part two of Jolyon's story "Ups and Downs of 

a Helicopter Pilot".  

Jolyon took us through his work flying a luxurious 

helicopter for the Sultan of Oman and then onto his 

work with the North Midlands Helicopter Support 

Unit with the Derbyshire/Notts police. We heard 

fascinating stories of how popular and generous the 

Sultan was, encouraging his people to work by 

offering interest free loans. This luxurious life style 

was in complete contrast to Jolyon's last job which 
involved him in search & rescue; aerial observation & pursuit; suicide & fire 

prevention and night time air ambulance work. Jolyon has certainly led a varied, exciting 

and interesting life!  

We were very pleased to hear that the new WI group has now formed. They are called the 

Breaston Belles and they meet every 2nd Thursday in the month from 1-30 to 3-30 in 

Breaston Methodist Hall. This group is separate to us and has a different president and 

committee. We wish them well and look forward to hearing their news. 

At the time of writing this, we are looking forward to our 

coffee morning with Charles Hanson when all proceeds 

will be going to Sands. This is one of our occasional one 

off charity events where all the proceeds from the day 

are donated to one specific charity. The charity Sands is 

one which is very close to the hearts of Charles and his 

wife Rebecca. After problems with his own health in 

August 2012, Charles' life was further turned upside 

down when a month later their son was stillborn. 

Sands is a charity that supports anyone who has been affected by the death of a baby 

before, during or shortly after birth. They offer 

emotional support and information for parents, 

grandparents, siblings, children, families and friends, 

health professionals and others. 

We hope to send Charles away with a generous 

donation. 

In the coming month, we will also be deciding which local charities our WI will be 

supporting this year. So watch this space! 

   Kay Armitage 
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Breaston Evergreen Club 
for the over 60s held at the Methodist Church Hall, Blind Lane every Tuesday afternoon 

at 1.30pm to 3.30pm. We enjoy talks, Bingo, Tea parties also coach trips once a month. 

We pick up at Draycott, West Park Car Park, and Asda. Enquiries: ring the Club 

Secretary, Malcolm Lane, mobile 07858 703256 or 0115 9461430. All will be made 

welcome to join the club and go on coach trips. 

 

Gillian Smith nee Gill Rose 
Gill passed away peacefully at Cavan General Hospital, County Cavan, Eire on 26th 

January 2017 with her family at her side. 

Gill was Breaston born in 1937, in the house next door to the rectory , where she was the 

third daughter of the Rose family (some older residents may recall) until marriage in the 

late 50ôs when she married Tony. She lived in Alvaston, having trained as a Hairdresser, 

had two children Phillipa & Richard, opened a Salon in Derby, was a member with Tony 

in the Derby Operatic Society, moved to Belper where Tony died in the 80ôs. In her later 

years, Gill lived in France and then moved to Eire to be close to her granddaughter, 

Emma, her husband Brian and children Tom & Erin. Unfortunately, in the last two years 

she suffered from dementia. 

Gill was confirmed and married at St Michaels. A memory recalled, with her sisters 

Gaynor & Penny attended Sunday School in the building known as the Noahôs Ark (that 

later became the Library). At Easter Anniversary time they moved to the Methodist 

Chapel to sit upon the purpose-built platform to sing with their school friends whilst the 

late Rueben Gregory and Ruth Lawley conducted the singers. Gill also appeared in the 

village concerts that were held in the original Chapel School room, now no more (in the 

area between the Co-op and Hoggôs Bistro).  

A Memorial Service is to be arranged and will be announced in due course. 

Julian Rose. 
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Church  News  

Church Calendars 

 



  13 

 

Regular events 
St. Michaels,  Breaston  

Every Wednesday 2.30pm ï 3.30pm Church open 

Every Saturday 10.30am ï Noon Church open 

Every Thursday 9.30am Holy Communion 

First Sunday 7.30pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer and Praise at the 

Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday 7.30pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday 2.15pm Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday 2.00pm Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott  

Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on Saturday 4th March 10am -11.30am. Please 

do come along, Coffee, Biscuits and a chat just 50p. The February Coffee Morning was an 

excellent success. Thank you to everyone who made this possible. 

Breaston Methodist Church News 
On 29th January, it was my turn on our vestry duty rota and on Saturday, 4th January, 

News reached me that our planned local preacher, Alan Clarke, had been taken to 

hospital with breathing problems. It was rather a late call to find another preacher for 

the following morning so we had a D.I.Y. Service which went extremely well. We had two 

talks from members of our congregation which were both interesting and the service 

itself was very uplifting ï so much so that readers, speakers and I received a 'thank you' 

note from a member of our congregation. 

Letters are being sent to all village groups inviting each one to make a cross for display 

in our Festival of Crosses from Good Friday until Easter Sunday inclusive. Please could 

Leaders of the groups return their replies in the near future. Thank you. See details in 

'Date for your Diary''. 

Whilst looking through an old file I keep, I came across the following article. For those of 

you who don't remember, Rev Ray Cummins was a minister in our circuit a few years ago 

and the last I heard of him, he was the Superintendent in the Stoke area. I felt that you 

would want to share in the message. 

The period of Lent is a very important time in the Christian Church. It is a time when 

we prepare ourselves for the remembrance of what Jesus Christ did for each one of 

us by dying on the Cross and through His Resurrection. 

We think especially of the last few weeks in the life of Christ: of the persecution He 

suffered: of the pain He endured and His ultimate death on the Cross. This, 

however, is not where the story ends and so the whole Church looks forward to the 

coming of Easter ï the time when we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord. 

 

ñ 



 

 14 

14 

 

Whilst carrying a large wooden Cross to a local beauty spot for an open air Good 

Friday service, the following comment was made by one of the many people who 

were enjoying what was for them, simply a holiday. 

'What has the Cross got to do with Easter?' 

Sadly for many, Easter is just another holiday: a time to relax away from everyday 

pressures and spend time with family and friends. For the Christian, it is all of this 

and more. It is a time when we remember how God demonstrated His love and 

forgiveness for each one of us, in the fact that Jesus gave His life for us. 

One of the more modern Christian songs says, óGod wants to give you a glorious new 

life that can satisfy.ô 

If you want a glorious new life with meaning and purpose, then respond to the love 

of God: accept the forgiveness we all need and have that personal relationship with 

God through Jesus Christ. 

May this Easter be the beginning of that new life for you. 

Thelma Mortimer 

The Wesley Guild, Breaston 
The Guild takes place every Thursday at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall and 

everyone is welcome. The programme for February is as follows: 

The Guild takes place every Thursday at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall and 

everyone is welcome. The programme for March is as follows: 

March 2   Mrs Sue Street 

 9 'Stanton gone but not forgotten'  Mr Stephen Flinders 

 16 Work in the Community Deborah 

 23 'Back to the Music Hall' Mr David Parry 

 30 'Christian Aid'  Hannah Silcock 

April 6 Annual General Meeting 

 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 
Dates for Lunch Club in March: 3rd, 17th, 31st. 

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey participants 

to and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is held on alternate 

Fridays. Please contact Thelma on 01332 873312 if you can help.  

If you would like to join the Lunch Club, please let us know. We would love to see you. 

Contact Thelma for more information. 

ò 
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Festival of Crosses in Breaston Methodist Church

 
Good Friday  14th April   Church open from 10.00am until 5.00pm Festival of Crosses 

Saturday        15th April    Church open from 10.00am until 5.00pm Festival of Crosses 

Easter Day     16th April   Church open 10.00am until 5.00pm 

                                             Service as usual at 10.30am 

                                             Service at 6.00pm to close the Festival of Crosses 

                                             Refreshments will be available in the Hall throughout. 

Church ð but not as you know it! 
Draycott Methodist Café Services  

On the second Sunday morning of each month, we have a different sort of óchurchô in 

Draycott. 

¶ Informal, sitting with friends around tables. 

¶ Tea & Coffee on the go the whole time. 

¶ A chance to interact with the subject and the service leader. 

¶ A chance to share thoughts & ideas with others. 

Why not come and give it a try? 

Next Cafe Church ï Sunday March 12th at 10.30 a.m. 

Draycott Methodist Church on the corner of Market St & Derwent St, DE72 

3NB 

The Draycott Guild 
We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 7.30pm. 

Membership is Ã8 for sessions January to April. Give us a try. 

Wednesday 1 st March  

'It makes you think' Our own guilder George Fearn presents an evening with an intriguing 

title 

Wednesday 15 th  March  

Derbyshire Mountain Rescue. A talk by one of the Peak District Mountain Rescue Team 

Wednesday 29 th  March  

'Smile please ï say cheese!' An informative and interesting talk with cheese tasting with 

Ian Rogerson 

Please come and join us, you will receive a warm welcome 
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Friends of St Chadõs 2017 Membership 
If you are interested in joining the óFriendsô and supporting the commitment to preserve 

this lovely ancient building, then please call the Membership Secretary Jackie Enever 

01332 873140. You could also call in at Gary Dundas at Draycott to obtain a membership 

application form. 

Only Ã8 each or Ã12 for a family. 

Annual General Meeting  

Wednesday 1st March at 7.30pm in St Maryôs Church  

All welcome 

Bernard Horace Carter aged 89 years 
This is the address Gary Dundas gave at the funeral of his dear friend Bernard 

Carter  

It gives me great privilege to have been asked to give this short tribute to my friend. 

Bernard didnôt want the traditional funeral address of ñBernard was born in Draycott etc 

etc etcò. ñNot too much talking about meò he would say. But we couldnôt let today pass 

without some kind of reflection. 

There are many people with whom we associate in our lives, but none of them, to me 

anyway, will have more of an impact than Bernard Carter. The influence Bernard had on 

my journey of faith is something I will always remember and appreciate. 

When I, and he, was much younger, I would be in the Butcherôs Shop and he would be 

working across the road at Wallis Brothers. I would see him arrive for work, just in time, 

(something else we think about with Bernard) and he would sometimes go in to St Maryôs 

and make sure everything was alright ï checking perhaps the boiler; he was always doing 

something in the building. 

He could tell so many stories about life in the Church, this would be his ministry. A story 

of experience would often influence and encourage others to ñtryò and ñquestionò why 

Bernard was so interested in Jesus. 

I just wonder how many more people have followed Jesus because of Bernardôs ability to 

share his stories? 

We will all have our own memories of Bernard and I will only touch on one or two of our 

families. 

Bernard and I would type and prepare articles for the magazine on a Sunday night prior 

to the week of publication. Putting the magazine together at his house would be an 

evening of collating and stapling ï a team of people. He would say to Diane, in the week 

or at the Morning Service, ñIts óIn Memoriam timeô Dianeò. Diane used to tell him ñit was 

depressingò but he would take great pleasure in telling her, sometimes days in advance 

in the shop. 
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We would sit in our kitchen and he would be dictating to me the things to type. Calendar, 

all in his head, things that had gone off in the church that needed to be publicised. 

Sometimes he would tell some amazingly funny tales about his experiences ï some we 

couldnôt publish without fear of retribution.  

After the magazine work, usually very late, he would bike home. He kept the bike in the 

shop whilst we did the editing. On the odd occasion his dynamo wouldnôt work for his 

lights. Diane would say ñoh dear Bernard, what are you going to doò Bernard would reply 

ï ñitôs the motorists that have to be careful, not meò. 

Bernard would always remember, and many of you will remember this too, the childrenôs 

birthdays or Christmas or Easter. There would be a card, with some chocolate too, or 

latterly as they got older, some money inside ï with a note ñcheers, Bernardò. 

He always discussed football with me, he being a Derby fan and I Forest would have some 

fun pulling each otherôs leg. He would hope Forest loose and I would hope Derby did. He 

would be having fun at the moment with Forest not doing very well! 

One of our great memories we have of Bernard was a trip London ï Diane, Bernard and 

I had. A friend of mine gave me a couple of tickets to go to Westminster Abbey to listen 

to a Lecture given by the Archbishop of Canterbury and tea and sandwiches afterwards, 

well, I was cheeky and asked for another ticket for Bernard. What a day we had ï London 

Eye, Buckingham Palace, wandering around London and the lecture in the afternoon. 

After the lecture we were welcomed by the Archbishop ï George Carey it was. And I 

introduced Bernard. What a conversation they had and Iôm sure the Archbishop will still 

remember Bernardôs stories and experiences he shared with him. Of course Bernard 

wrote a brilliant article for the magazine about his trip to London. The title, if I 

remember, was ñChurchwardenôs Fly Highò. 

I last saw Bernard on Christmas Day in hospital, when I gave him Godôs Blessing for 

Christmas. 

I think it would be highly appropriate to end my short address with Bernardôs traditional 

finish at the end of an ñIn Memoriamò 

Our prayers are with Bernardôs family and many, many close friends. 

May all who mourn at this time be comforted by Godôs Love and may Bernard have 

Everlasting Peace in our Lordôs Heavenly Kingdom 

Gary Dundas 

St Chadõs Church Easter Flowers 
Anyone wishing to donate towards the cost of Easter Flowers in memory of loved ones 

could you please contact Betty Fletcher ï 5 Walk Close. Please leave the names of those 

you wish to be remembered with your donation. 

All those named will be displayed in Church at Easter. 

Thank you, Betty Fletcher 
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St Chadõs Church 
A Service of Thanksgiving for the work of the Friends of St Chadôs Sunday 5th March at 

11.00am in St Chadôs Church. 

All welcome 

 

Draycott Lent Course 
ôReceiving Christõ in five different ways  

You are invited to join our discussion group which we will be having during Lent. 

The First of Five sessions will be on: 

Tuesday 7th March at 7.30pm in Draycott Methodist Church Hall on Market Street. 

The sessions are free and very informal. 

Each Tuesday in Lent - All are welcome 

For more information contact Gary Dundas - St Maryôs Church 872893 

David Murden - Draycott Methodist Church 873388 

 

Breaston Lent Course 

ôPrayerõ 

The first and greatest commandment is to love God. Prayer is 'consciously being with 

God' and is about 'feeling the heartbeat of God'. It is an area that we all need help and 

encouragement in. This year's Lent Course starts week commencing 6 March. We will be 

exploring: 

¶ Praying from our identity 

¶ Listening to God 

¶ Knowing the love of God 

¶ Praying together 

¶ Prayer as warfare 

Groups will be running in homes throughout the week. Contact Chris Smedley if you 

would like to join a group. The final session on 10 April will be in the church hall at 

7:30 pm. 
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Children and Youth 
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Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an adult. COME AND JOIN US FOR 

CRAFTS, FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. Organised by Draycott Churches Together, we 

meet in Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of Market Street & Derwent Street, on 

the 2nd Monday of each month.  

Next meeting is March 13th 3.30pm ï 5.30pm. 

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (01332 928412) or Mary Murden (01332 

873388) 

Scouts, Guides, Brownies & Rainbows 
Breaston Brownies and Rainbows. 

Brown Owl Louisa sent the following report: 

The Brownies have had a very busy time during the last few weeks. We started the 

Wildlife Explorer badge and the girls spent a week watching birds in their gardens and 

also made bird feeders. Four girls have been enrolled and an additional two also joined 

our group. There is a lot to look forward to as we have our International Gala coming up 

and we will also finish our Wildlife badges. 

Brownies meet in the Hall on Mondays - For more information contact Brown Owl, 

Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. 

Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15pm in St Maryôs during term time. 

Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights in the Scout Hall on Blind Lane. 

Helpers are urgently needed. Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 

Risley Guides meet in St Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott on Tuesdays 6.30 ï 7.45 pm 

(term time). Spaces are available now. Contact Lynn on 07528 426 961 or 

www.girlguiding.org.uk to register.  
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Explorers 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs new afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall every 

Tuesday during term time from 3:30-4:30pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, 

competitions, crafts and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the 

team at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25pm and collect any 

children attending the club and then walk them back to the church hall. This means 

parents simply have to come to the church hall at 4:30pm to pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to 

come, please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form.  

 

 

Youth Caf® News 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 will be invited to join in 

the summer term of 2017) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you to all the support from everyone involved and 

for our awesome young people from in and around 

Breaston. We now have almost 50 young people a week 

coming to Youth Caf®. 

Simon Bentley St Michaels Youth and Community 

Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

 

Young Church 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs now starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the children 

can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles

V.I.P's Celebration's 
Traditional Burns Night Afternoon  

Nancy and the volunteers prepared 

Haggis tatties & neeps for the 

members. The food went down a treat, the 

members had a great afternoon with 

traditional bagpipe music playing, a 

quiz and a Scottish theme to the whole 

afternoon.  

Some of the members really got in to the 

spirit and dressed in theme for the 

afternoon. One group of men (see picture) 

all had hats from the Argyll and 

Sutherland highlanders regiment. 

 

Victoria Mill and Me 
For the first seven years of my life Victoria 

Mill, or "the factory", was a big part of my 

life. I lived with my mum, dad and brother 

in Villa Street and from our front windows 

we could see it. It was enormous. First 

mum worked there, and then dad, the 

latter retiring from the company some 

thirty five years later. The clock, in a tower 

with a green dome which could be seen for 

miles, was an important part of village life. 

Often houses didn't have many clocks, so 

if you wanted to know the time you looked 

out of the window, and occasionally the 

chimes told you you were late. We kids 

played in the streets, Villa Street and 

Elvaston Street, the latter also known as 

factory street. The walls of the factory were 

often goals or cricket stumps. The field 

where there are now bungalows was bare 

and known as factory field, also a place for 

our games. 

Construction on the first part of the 

factory started in 1888 and it was finally 

completed in 1907, even though part of it 

had burnt down in 1902. lt was a very big 

deal in the village. For the opening, there 

were sports, and tea was available with all 

the children from the village school 

invited. Each one was given a bank book 

and a shilling. There were 300 prizes for 

the sports and 80O people had tea. 

There are one or two myths about the 

factory. The first one that its dimensions 

are the same as Noah's Ark. Sadly not true. 

Another says it has 4 floors (the seasons), 

7 flights of stairs (days in a week), 365 

windows (days in a year), 12 machine 

spaces per room (months in a year) and 52 

internal doors (weeks in a year) . The first 

two are correct but the next two are not. I 

don't know about the last one. 

It was originally built for lace 

manufacture, but by about 1970 it was 

owned and fully occupied by W J Parry & 

Co, engaged in various forms of 

engineering. ln 1997 the Electrical division 

of the company, including the mill, was 

sold to an American company, but this 

didn't work out and the work was 

transferred to India at the end of 2001. 

The factory was sold again and eventually 

converted into about 10O flats. 

In adulthood I joined the company. Over 

the years there were some changes to the 

building, but there was a limit to what 
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could be done. There was a hideous 

asbestos lift installed and some of the 

windows were taken out to enable large 

machines to be installed. These were 

replaced by unsuitable wooden ones not in 

keeping with the rest of the factory. Then 

it became a grade 2 listed building and 

external changes became almost non-

existent. Although it is an excellent 

example of a building of its type, it 

ultimately became unsuitable 

for modern production lines. 

By the time production 

finished I also had worked at 

the factory for 35 years, the 

same as my dad. I look back on 

my time there with many good 

memories and of course a few 

bad ones as well, but that's 

another story. 

  

Name withheld by request 

 

 

Poetry  Page 
 

 

100's and 1,000's 
 

Awakened by a roguish wind rushing across the fields. 

Raindrops on the window, no birds seen out today. 

But, in the south-west there is a rainbow, 

a most unusual sight at dawn, 

arching over fifty, or more, sheep in the long, low meadow. 

And as the sun gently beams, 

reflections of the rainbow are on the dampened grass, 

like hundreds and thousands on iced birthday cakes. 

 

An awe-inspiring scene 

repeated thousands of times 

for hundreds of years across our wide world 

blessed by God Almighty. 

Jay    



 

 28 

28 

 

Events  
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9 to 5 The Musical 
14th to 18th March at the Duchess Theatre, Long Eaton  

 

(Yes, we know the poster is sideway on!) 

Womenõs World Day of Prayer 

 
Am I Being Unfair to You?  

 

On Friday 3rd March over 5,000 services will be held in the British Isles on the theme of 

óAm I Being Unfair to You?ô. The Christian women of the Philippines wrote the service and 

it has been translated into 1,000 different languages and dialects, to be used, throughout 

the whole world on Friday 3rd March, starting at sunrise over the island of Samoa and 

continuing until sunset off the coast of American Samoa. 

In 2013, Typhoon Hayan - named locally as óYolandaô ï struck the Philippine islands in the 

Western Pacific Ocean. This mentioned in the service but you will also hear the stories of a 

girl, a mother and an older woman, recounting their situations and their hopes and fears. 

The service focuses on the Bible story of the workers in the vineyard; Matthew 20 v 1-16. 

There is a reflection on the artwork designed by Rowena óApolô Laxamana-Sta.Rosa. It is 

very thought provoking and illustrates contrasting scenes. 

Why not find out more about the theme, Philippines and the service? The Day of Prayer is 

not just for women. Everyone is welcome to attend the service. To find out further 

information, resources and services near to you, please visit the WWDP website at 

www.wwdp.org.uk. 
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MAY DAY DOG SHOW  
1ST MAY 2017 
DUFFIELD FIELD, BREASTON  

REGISTRATION FROM 11.00AM 
£1 PER DOG/CATEGORY 

ALL MONIES RAISED WILL BE GOING TO DOGõS TRUST 

 
 

JUDGING IS 1.00 PMð 3.00PM 
CATEGORIES ð PUPPY UPTO 6 MONTHS, SMALL DOG, MEDIUM 

DOG, LARGE/GIANT, WAGGIEST TAIL (2 CLASSES), GOLDEN 
OLDIE & BEST RESCUE 

BEST IN SHOW FOR WINNERS OF EACH CATEGORY 

SPONSORSHIP FROM ðBurgess Pet Food, Hoggs Bistro, Lanes Farm, 

Pet Stay, Burnõs Pet Food, Lilyõs Kitchen, Kong Company, Ruffwear, 

Ancol Pet Products, Kennelgate and Many Others  

There will be a collection box on the day for any food or other items 

that people may want to donate to the Dogôs Trust 
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Contacts  

Draycott 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Alison Hill 01332 872902 

 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Di Aram 07825 726880 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson alesi4@sky.com  01332 872615 

Guides Lynn Palmer 07528 426 961 
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Breaston 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priests Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

  Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07761 388 445 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Thelma Mortimer  01332 873312 

Breaston Park Football Club www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Liz Neal 0115 9724042 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

David Jones david.jane.jones@gmail.com  

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

Methodist Wesley Guild Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Jean Lupton 01332 874170 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

mailto:david.jane.jones@gmail.com
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Finallyê 
 

Letter to the Editor 
One of the beauties of living in Draycott is a visit to Sarah and Jeff at the Vintage Tea 

Rooms, where a friendly reception is given to all who enter. The window displays and the 

nostalgic items of a long-ago age all invoke memories for the older generation like myself. 

On cold winter days, a blazing fire in the tea room and outside in the bard for dog walkers 

warms the body, with a menu to delight the palate. And good enough to win top place in 

the Food Awards 2015 for Caf® and Bistro of the Year, and a ñhighly commendedò in the 

Derbyshire Life 2016 Food & Drink Awards 2016. 

Enter all, and enjoy the visit 

Kenneth Moreton 

[who, as far as we know, has no connection with Sarah and Jeff!  Ed.] 
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