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Thought for the month  
These days the calendar seems to be very much focussed on whatever marketing 

opportunities arise as the year goes on. 

After the hectic seasons of Christmas, and then the January sales, February brings the 

prospect of Valentineôs Day, not as a religious festival, but as yet another excuse to 

encourage people to buy gifts and spend more money. 

Sadly, for a great number of people, festivals such as Valentineôs Day, óMothersô Dayô and 

Fathersô Day can be painful reminders of what is missing in their lives, reminders that 

their lives are lacking in particular relationships which the rest of the world seems to be 

enjoying and celebrating. Such times can make people feel unloved, and lacking in self-

worth. 

At times like this, we need to remember that the world image promoted by the advertisers 

and the marketing world is a false one. No-one has the perfect relationship and 

everyoneôs life has its own challenges and difficulties. 

The Christian faith teaches that we are all imperfect, and we live in an imperfect world ï 

but that God loves us anyway. You are here, on this earth, because God loves you. 

Whoever you are, whatever you do or have done, nothing will change Godôs love for you. 

In Godôs eyes no-one is unworthy of his love.  

When Jesus came he made friends with people the religious leaders of the time rejected: 

people who had contagious diseases, people whose professions were unrespectable, 

people who were outcasts for various reasons ï people who felt they were totally unloved 

and unlovable. Jesus came to show them how much God loves them. 

There are times in our lives when it is hard to believe this. We wonder where God is when 

things go wrong, when people suffer, and when the things we pray for donôt happen. 

Jesus knows what it is like to feel like this. He prayed to be spared the suffering he faced, 

and when he was dying on the cross, he felt utterly abandoned, and he quoted those 

words from psalm 22 ñMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me?ò 

But God, his Father, had not forsaken him. After Jesus died he rose from the dead, 

making it possible for everyone to have the hope of eternal life with him in heaven. Jesus 

even promised one of the criminals who was crucified beside him that he would be with 

him, that day, in paradise. 

We are all loved by God, regardless of our circumstances in life. When we are lonely God 

is always at our side waiting for us to turn to him for comfort, even in our darkest hour. 

There is no-one on this planet who is not loved unconditionally by God, and he invites us 

all to share eternal life with him in heaven when our days on this earth are over. 

Revôd Maria Przeslawski 
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Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC on behalf of 

churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, DERBY, DE72 

3DX, or see details on page 28. 

 

Copy Day 
For the next issue of the magazine is Wednesday 15th February 

All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 

(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com or give us a ring on 872094). Draycott news can 

be passed to Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 by the 15th of the month to be forwarded to the 

Church Office by the copy day. We regret that late copy will have to be held over 

 

Editorial 
Breaston and Draycott Village News aims to provide a digest of news items from both 

villages, from organisations, churches, and parish councils, together with articles of more 

general interest, and the occasional poem. 

Weôve altered the format slightly this issue, partly to reduce printing costs. Have we made 

the typeface too small?  And weôve made the Articles section into a two-column layout, 

which we think makes it more readableé but what do you think? Do let us know 

 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Breaston  Village  News   

 
Yard Sale  

Sunday 2nd April 10amï4pm 

Enter your yard and we will put you on the map! Ã3 per yard. Contact 

newsletter@breaston.info for an entry form. Closing date 18th March. 

 Watch out for posters and on the Forumôs Facebook page for details of collecting a map 

nearer the time. 

All funds raised going towards Breaston in Bloom. 

Breaston In Bloom  

We are entering our village for East Midlands in Bloom this year. 

Ideas so far are for new shrub beds at each end of the main road as you enter the village, 

tidying the Draycott bridge area, a theme and colour scheme and more floral displays. 

Let us know your ideas. 

See Facebook.com/breastonvillagepeople for updates. 

Contact us if you can offer any of the following help whether it be a one off or a regular 

commitment. Planning, digging, I.T skills, planting, watering, poster design, publicity, 

use of a greenhouse, refreshments, sponsoring, or anything else you can offer! 

Contact Emma Thomas on 07900 526259 or by email to newsletter@breaston.info. 

 Julie Rowlinson 

Chairman, Breaston Community Forum 

Menõs Danger Club 
 After the delights of the Christmas dinner, the roast parsnips, the Brussels and the pigs-

in-blankets then the Christmas pudding with custard/ice-cream/Bermuda cream and the 

constant dips into sweets, chocolates and nuts throughout the day the taste buds need 

re-invigorating.  

So we meet for our Christmas-Chilli-Chill-Out evening in the Bullôs Head for a pint while 

we order from the Royal Spice menu. When the meals are ready we take them across to 

the Church Hall and enjoy an evening together in a calm and relaxed atmosphere because 

after all the ñDangerousò events of the year itôs a chance for men to have the time to chat, 

share experiences, laugh and well.....Man Chat. 
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Our February meeting will be in St. Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott on Friday 24th at 

7.30p.m. Come and be amazed how objects can mysteriously appear and disappear, 

wonder at the dexterity and slight-of-hand of the MAGICIAN! Learn a trick or two with 

which you can baffle your family and friends. Cost Ã10.  

The Menôs Danger Club Has no ñmembershipò just a list of those who wish to be informed 

about future events. Not all come to every event for a variety of reasons. The list of our 

2017 events will be on St. Michaelôs website or contact: 

¶ John, 01332 874417, john.judy184@btinternet.com  

¶ or David 01332 872080/07980556578, david.jane.jones@gmail.com 

¶ or Adrian 07576869033, adrianyoung@hotmail.com  

¶ or Steve 07792039691, stevenrigby1@sky.com  

weôd be pleased to see you 

John Skinner 

Breaston Flower Circle 
The February meeting is on the 28th at 7.00 pm, and is our AGM followed by óTwists and 

Turnsô by Roma Berridge. 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 
In operation since 2009, the Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme aims to help make life 

easier for people in Breaston who need help with day to day problems. We have a team 

of volunteers who are willing to help others in their community in a number of ways, 

including: 

¶  giving lifts to hospitals or doctorsô surgeries 

¶  collecting pensions and prescriptions 

¶  one-off tidy up of a garden 

¶  help with filling forms 

¶  minor household repairs such as checking smoke alarms and replacing batteries if 

needed 

¶  help with shopping 

If you need help in any of these ways, simply ring 07821 657 684, leave a message, and 

weôll match you with one of our volunteers. 

Please note that this is not an emergency service ï we usually ask for a couple of daysô 

notice. And itôs only for Breaston residents: Draycott are hoping to start a similar scheme 

soon. 

The Falls Clinic 
On Mondays at 11.00am for approx. one hour, the Falls Clinic is held in Breaston 

Methodist Church Hall and is for folk who have had a fall or who are not as young as they 

were and need to keep joints and muscles moving.  It does make you think about how 

mailto:john.judy184@btinternet.com
mailto:david.jane.jones@gmail.com
mailto:adrianyoung@hotmail.com
mailto:stevenrigby1@sky.com
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you are walking and some of the exercises are done sitting down.  The cost is Ã3 per week, 

payable weekly and no payment is required should you miss a week for whatever reason. 

The group leader is Jo: for more information, she can be contacted on 07794157766. 

Breaston W.I. 
Well 2016 has gone, but what a year!  There may have been a lot of bad news but hereôs 

our 2016 news and itôs all GOOD !  (Pause for trumpet fanfare)  

We raised an enormous Ã2,100 to be split between our 3 chosen 

local charities for 2016. 

We also took a car full of food to the Hope Centre Food Bank in 

Derby, just in time for Christmas.  

We also had lots of fun at our Christmas meeting with sherry, 

mince pies and entertainment. 2016 was certainly a year of fund 

raising, fun and friendship. 

Finally we went carol singing to the 2 care homes, hopefully 

adding a bit of cheer and we then sang outside the Co-op 

and in the pubs, raising money for our charities.  

So hereôs to 2017 ï Bring it on!! 

Come along to our Coffee Morning with auctioneer Charles 

Hanson on 25th February ï see the details on page 25. 

Kay Armitage 

Audrey Keeling 
How we miss her and will continue to miss her. Audrey was so much a part of us at 

Breaston. For many she was the epitome of good senseða deeply spiritual person with 

feet on the ground and rock solid faith. No one who has ever listened to her could doubt 

her deep understanding of God and a way of living her life which reflected this. She was 

wise, highly intelligent and yet humble ï always ready to give guidance and support (but 

only when asked). 

Everything about her was open and loving. She loved her family, she loved her church, 

she loved those with whom she disagreed and had that rare ability of saying she didnôt 

share their views without somehow ever giving offence. Having said this, there was 

nothing sanctimonious about her. Audrey was fun, with an infectious ñnaughtyò laugh. 

She ALWAYS made light of any physical difficulties and illness right up to the end. 

The large congregation at her funeral bore witness to the deep respect in which she was 

held by all privileged to know her. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with George, Amanda, Phillipa and all the family. 

Phillipa has written a beautiful poem written in memory of Audrey which expresses far 

better than anything else our thoughts at this time ï youôll find this on page 23. 
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Dr aycott  Village  News  

Discoverersõ Nativity Play at St. Maryõs 
St Maryôs congregation were treated to an excellent rendering of the Nativity by the 

ñDiscoverersò (Young church) on Dec. 18th. 

The two young narrators took us through the Christmas story both confidently and 

expressively, and seemed undaunted by the large congregation. All the children were 

word perfect, including a ñsubstituteò Mary, who despite being called upon at the last 

minute because of illness in the cast, did not falter once!! 

Often Nativity plays contain at least one mishap, particularly with such a large cast as 

this, but the Discoverers presented their play without a hitch. Each character was 

beautifully acted. Gabriel was serene and the angels joyful; Mary and Joseph were 

suitably humble. It was clear that the children enjoyed their roles, from the regal wise 

men to the jolly shepherds. There was even a baby lamb happily crawling around the 

Bethlehem fields. 

After the play we were treated to a Christmas poem and singing by the children which 

was also of a high standard. 

A childrenôs service as polished as this is not achieved without a lot of hard work and 

encouragement and credit must go to Carolyn, Donna, Allison and the helpers for 

achieving this result. The loud applause from the appreciative large congregation, 

reflected this and we left the church, full of Christmas goodwill and thankful for this 

simple yet moving rendering of The Christmas Story.  

Church Wilne Rotary Club 
Christmas fun.  

Whilst December is always a very busy time for the members and family of the Church 

Wilne Club they can now look back with pride and many happy memories of their build 

up Christmas time. 

During December, their Christmas float was in action on 12 days with Santa and his sleigh 

visiting Borrowash on three occasions, twice in Draycott, plus Ockbrook, Aston on Trent 

and the Draycott lights evening. Plus full days at Tesco Long Eaton, Sainsburys, Pride 

Park and the Co-op in Oakwood and Borrowash. 

Club President Simon Beal said after the Christmas float events to the Rotary organiser 

Brian Stokes ñThank you and Joyce for your continued support of the Christmas float. 

Both Joyceôs and your support is unparalleled in your time and dedication in ensuring 

the float is available, roadworthy, fuelled, sweets supplied, torches and buckets 

despatched and collected and then monies counted and logged.  The final amount 

collected was Ã4998 and the Club thanks the generosity of the public for ensuring the 

success this year. 
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All the money raised goes back during the following year to the community and many 

groups and charities benefit from the publics generosity. 

The club also marshalled at the Rainbows Santa Run at Elvaston Castle early in 

December when almost 400 took part. Paula North from Rainbows said ñWithout the 

support of the Rotary Club it would not be possible to run this eventò 

The members enjoyed their Christmas meal at the Royal Oak on 12th December and 

seven days later well over 130 had a great night at Trent College when they held this yearôs 

Snow Ball. After enjoying excellent food, followed by a short welcome by President Simon 

they were entertained by Beebi Del as Dolly Parton and they danced and sang long into 

the night away. 

On the 17th Saturday evening they held at St Chadôs Church Wilne their annual carol 

concert. Following the service many retired for a meal in Shardlow. 

The Clubôs annual post-Christmas walk was enjoyed by many members and friends on 

Tuesday 27th December around the Codnor area. 

So, after an active Rotary month the members can now look forward to 2017 when they 

will continue to enjoy lots of fun fellowship and be part of the community. 

Ray Terry 

For the Rotary Club of Church Wilne 

Post Office relocation 
The Post Office has informed the Parish Council that the Draycott branch will be 

relocated to the One Stop Store at 24 Derby Road, Draycott with effect from 6 March 

2017. The current branch at 35 Victoria Road, Draycott will close at 12.30pm on the 4 

March 2017. A copy of the letter from the post office can be viewed on the post office web-

site at postofficeviews.co.uk ï using the code for the branch of 19720799. A copy of the 

letter is also on the Parish Council notice board on Victoria Road, Draycott. 

Safer Neighbourhood News 
Are you interested in being part of a new neighbourhood watch scheme within the 

village? 

If so please join us at the Parish Rooms, Elvaston Street ï at 6:30pm on Friday 3 

February 2017. 

PCSO Karen Pykett 

(for more information please contact Karen 

by calling 101 and leaving a message). 
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Church  News  

Church Calendars 
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Regular events 
St. Michaels,  Breaston  

Every Wednesday 2.30pm ï 3.30pm Church open 

Every Saturday 10.30am ï Noon Church open 

Every Thursday 9.30am Holy Communion 

First Sunday 7.30pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer and Praise at the 

Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday 7.30pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday 2.15pm Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday 2.00pm Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott  

Coffee Morning in St. Maryôs Church Hall on Saturday 4th February 10am -11.30am. 

Please do come along, Coffee, Biscuits and a chat just 50p 

Breaston Methodist Church News 
On the first Sunday in Epiphany, we held Holy Communion during our service which was 

led by Rev Matthew Fugill ï it was his first visit to our church and it was a pleasure to 

meet him.  We have seen very little of our Minister, Rev Arnold Dixon, as he has spent a 

good deal of time in Birmingham with his wider family following the death of his mother 

just before Christmas.  It is a very sad event at any time of the year but, at Christmas, 

even more so and there are such a lot of arrangements and formalities which need 

addressing and which all take time.  We look forward to having him with us in the near 

future. 

Letters are being sent to all village groups inviting each one to make a cross for display 

in our Festival of Crosses from Good Friday until Easter Sunday inclusive. See details 

below at the end of our submission. 

Thelma Mortimer 

The Wesley Guild, Breaston 
The Guild takes place every Thursday at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall and 

everyone is welcome.  The programme for February is as follows: 

February 2nd Mrs Margaret Barker 

 9th History of Dale Abbey Mr Les Barnard 

 16th Christian in Court Mr Malcolm Wilson 

 23rd Organ Entertainment Mrs Ann Spooner   

March 2nd  Mrs Sue Street  

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 
Dates for Lunch Club in February 3rd   and 17th 

                                             March     3rd 
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Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to convey participants 

to and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist Hall. Lunch Club is held on alternate 

Fridays.  Please contact Thelma on 01332 873312 if you can help.   

Festival of Crosses in Breaston Methodist Church

 
Good Friday, 14th April   Church open from  10.00am until 5.00pm  Festival of Crosses 

Saturday,       15th April    Church open from  10.00am until 5.00pm  Festival of Crosses 

Easter Day,    16th April   Church open 10.00am until 5.00pm 

                                             Service as usual at 10.30am 

                                             Service at 6.00pm to close the Festival of Crosses 

                                             Refreshments will be available in the Hall throughout. 

 Thelma Mortimer 

The Draycott Guild 
We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott at 7.30pm. 

Membership is Ã7 for sessions January to April. Give us a try 

Wednesday 1st February Derby & Sandiacre Canal Talk by Chris Madge 

Wednesday 15th February 'My Derbyshire Life' Well known Ashley Franklin 

(Former Radio Derby & Derbyshire Life etc. contributor) speaks of his work as a 

photographer 

Please come and join us, you will receive a warm welcome 

Jumble Sale At St. Maryõs Church Hall Draycott 
There will be a Jumble Sale at St. Maryôs Church Hall Draycott on Saturday 18th February 

from 10.30am to 2.00pm . If anyone would like to donate their unwanted clothes, books, 

crockery, pans, bric-a-brac, bikes or anything else, please ring Margaret Gregory on 

01332 872143 or mobile 07957827902 for collection. Otherwise please bring items to St. 

Maryôs Church Hall on Saturday mornings before 12 noon.  All proceeds will go to Church 

funds and Charities.  Admission 20pm on the day.  Refreshments will be available. 

                                         Margaret Gregory ï Church 

Warden 
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Friends of St Chadõs 2017 Membership 
If you are interested in joining the óFriendsô and supporting the commitment to preserve 

this lovely ancient building, then please call the Membership Secretary Jackie Enever 

01332 873140. You could also call in at Gary Dundas at Draycott to obtain a membership 

application form. 

Only Ã8 each or Ã12 for a family. 

Bernard Horace Carter 1927ð2016 
It is a great privilege to be asked to write a few words about my lifelong friend Bernard 

Carter. We were of similar age and both of us attended Draycott Junior School in the 

1930ôs. When we were old enough we were auditioned and joined the church choir. I 

suppose there were a dozen or so of us in the choir when it was also requisite to attend 

rehearsal on a Friday night. 

Bernard was on his church orientated life, we became altar servers, PCC members and 

for many years Church Wardens. We got the impression that we were Wardens for so 

long that on our annual Visitation to the Archdeacon he was thinking óI have seen these 

two before.ô 

Bernard loved to sing and selected the hymns for services on many occasions. He used to 

say óI like this or that hymn; I will have it at my funeral.ô If all his choices are true his 

funeral service was likely to be a long one! 

For decades Bernard was at the centre of Church life, to sum up 

¶ He was a loyal servant of the Church in Draycott 

¶ He together with John and Kathleen were honoured to receive the Queenôs 

Maundy money 

¶ He was kind and considerate 

¶ He was a squirrel, never throwing anything away 

¶ He was never in a hurry; some of his deadlines were close calls. 

We will miss his dedication. 

His last words to me just before Christmas on the eve of the Carol Service were ñCan I 

twist your arm for a bottle of sherry for tomorrow nightôs Carol Serviceò. 

That was Bernard! 

Derek Orchard 

Josephine Eaton adds that in 1997, St. Maryôs gave Bernard a bike for his 70th birthday 

to show appreciation for his service as church sacristan. The bike helped with his 

arthritis. Then in 2007 Bernard broke his hip and had to give up his bike. He passed it 

on to Margaret Gregory, who revamped it with the aid of Derek Orchard. It was then sold 

on to another active church member ï Joesphine wonders what happened to! 
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Children  and  Youth  

 
 

Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an adult. Come and join us for crafts, fun, 

food and worship. Organised by Draycott Churches Together, we meet in Draycott 

Methodist Church, on the corner of Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd Monday 

each month.  

Next meeting is February 13th 3.30pm ï 5.30pm. 

COME AND JOIN US FOR CRAFTS, FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. 

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (07582 819345) or Mary Murden (01332 

873388) 

Scouts, Guides, Brownies & Rainbows 
Breaston Brownies and Rainbows. 

Brownies meet in the Hall on Mondays - For more information contact Brown Owl, 

Louisa Theyers on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on Tuesdays from 5.00pm. 

Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies  meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15pm in St Maryôs during term time. 

Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 103861 or 

draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights in the Scout Hall on Blind Lane. 

Helpers are urgently needed. Contact Angela on 07812 726 988. 

Risley Guides meet in St Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott on Tuesdays 6.30 ï 7.45 pm 

(term time). Spaces are available now. Contact Lynn on 07528 426 961 or 

www.girlguiding.org.uk to register.  
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Explorers 
Explorers is St. Michaelôs new afterschool club. It takes place in the church hall every 

Tuesday during term time from 3:30-4:30pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, with games, 

competitions, crafts and a Bible story. All children are placed into 1 of 4 teams and the 

team at the end of each half term with the most points, win prizes for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 3:25pm and collect any 

children attending the club and then walk them back to the church hall. This means 

parents simply have to come to the church hall at 4:30pm to pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who would like to 

come, please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com for a consent form.  

 

 

Youth Caf® News 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 will be invited to join in 

the summer term of 2017) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you to all the support from everyone involved and 

for our awesome young people from in and around 

Breaston. We now have almost 50 young people a week 

coming to Youth Caf®. 

Simon Bentley St Michaels Youth and Community 

Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

 

Young Church 
Young Church at St. Michaelôs now starts in the Church Hall at 10:15 so that the children 

can get straight into their activities. They then join the adults in the church itself at 11:15. 

Contact Simon Bentley (simonpbentley@hotmail.com). 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles

A New Year 
A personal reflection, past and present  

After thirty-four years ministering in 

various urban jungles of the West 

Midlands, I felt very much at a loose end, 

wondering how best to occupy my leisure 

time.  Making my farewells in one 

particular parish in Coventry after nine 

yearsô hard slog in unyielding soil, I asked 

our Scout Leader rather foolishly, 

imprudently, and certainly conceitedly, 

'Well, Harry, what sort of impression did I 

make upon you?' 

This man, not an easy conversationalist, in 

fact a man who spoke rarely and then 

normally only after several minutesô 

deliberation, scratched his head.  

Responding with a slow, perhaps 

affectionate smile, he mused, 'Good at 

flannel.' 

Other matters took up my time before 

reflecting further on Harry's óencouragingô 

response: helping out at various churches, 

taking services, pastoral work.   

Harry was strangely perceptive.   For three 

years in my twenties I flannelled nice and 

easy, and I admit, quite a bit 

unscrupulously at an Estate Agents in 

Croydon.  House-selling earned me good 

money until my conscience bothered me 

sufficiently to venture into the House of 

the Lord to call upon the Living Jesus to 

forgive me my sins and make me His 

disciple.  But I was still a double-minded 

man, not yet steady in the Ways of the 

Lord.  After selling property for three years 

to a gullible public I teamed up with blokes 

from Germany, America and the UK to con 

our way into American Army Service 

Camps in Germany to sell Harris Tweed 

Jackets. (made in Hong Kong) Payment in 

fistfuls of cash and no questions asked.  

Plenty money but easy morality.  After six 

months, I came home to England 

thoroughly demoralised.   

I wondered if I needed a good kicking by 

the Holy Spirit?  For some time, I had felt 

a gentle nudge, growing gradually 

stronger over the years, towards 

ordination.  óTry it out, John,ô  said the 

little voice in my head/heart. Living on a 

few quid a week, working in a Church 

Army Hostel for a year was a good test.  

Now, fifty years plus later I still need 

reminding that discipleship means 

Sacrifice not clever óSalesmanship.ô My 

conversion was still not deep enough. (Is it 

ever?) I recalled how comfortably I 

flannelled my stuff in my parish mag.  So, 

could there be a clue in Harry's remark 

assuring me I was a good flanneler? 

Fifteen years ago, I joined a local óWriters 

Group.ô Each month members produce 

short stories, poetry etc.  Then at the ripe 

old age of seventy-eight I gained 

admission to Nottingham Trent 

University to study for a Masters in 

Creative Writing, gaining a merit. 

My website is johnsbarnes-writer.co.uk.  

There you will find 'Ryan's Journey' (A 

three-volume fictional novel about a 

young man's struggle to find faith.)  And 

there's lots of other stuff there: news and 

views you perhaps won't agree with, 

maybe vociferously.  So?  Are we scared of 

being controversial? 

I may be 86 years young but hey, I'm not 

stopping! There is still time! Scripture tells 
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us to óRedeem the time for the days are 

evil.ô I translate that as óMake the best of 

every day you have left.ô  So, I think I'll try 

my hand now at Stand-up Comedy next.  

Go on tour eventually, (Who are you 

kidding, bruv?)  Yes, better make a start a 

little more modestly in the villages to try it 

out first.  If nobody laughs you're done!  

With all good wishes to all Breaston and 

Draycott residents but maybe particularly 

to those of 'Advancing Years.'  'Never give 

up!' 

John S Barnes 

 (Queen's, Theological College, 

Birmingham 1958 ï 1961; 

Nottingham Trent University, M.A. 

Creative Writing 2010) 

 

 

Making a Difference 
As we know, community spirit is alive and 

well in Draycott, and many people are 

doing amazing things to bring this about. 

One of these is Ken Moreton. 

Ken has lived in Draycott for seven years 

after moving from Long Eaton. He is 75 

and enjoys walking his dogs at 5am and 

around 10 or 11am every day. During his 

walks, he picks up litter around the village. 

The cans and metal that he collects goes to 

Margaret Gregory in Breaston; she then 

takes these ï and other metal she has 

collected ï to be recycled, and the money 

raised is given to charities (including the 

villagesô churches). 

 

Ken walking his dogs, 

armed with litter picker 

Ken reports anything he sees that has been 

dumped to Pride in Erewash, and if any 

street lights are not working he tells Val at 

the Parish Council. 

He also works in the Treetops charity shop 

in Draycott, and as he has a key, he puts 

away for safe keeping any donations that 

have been left in the doorway. Any 

unsaleable blankets and towels he passes 

on to PetAid in Derby to help them. He 

makes a scarecrow for the August 

Scarecrow Festival, and money raised 

from his scarecrow goes to PetAid, and to 

puppy training for the blind. 

Retirement? What retirement! 

Do you know of any community 

champions in your village who are doing 

amazing things for their community? 

Please let us know ï itôs great to have good 

news to share! 

Jean Lupton 
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Poetry  Pages 
 

 

(See the article on page 7) 
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Events  

 

At St. Maryôs Church  

Hall,   draycott   on  

Saturday February  18 th  

10.30 am  to 2.00 pm 

Admission 20p 
Refreshments on sale 

  
Assortment of jumble, tools, bikes, 

clothes & collectables and everything else 

 

All for Church Funds.  

  



  25 

 

BREASTON  W.I. 

 

COFFEE  MORNING 

Auctioneer and TV Star  

Charles Hanson  

will be at our next Coffee Morning  

St. Michaelõs Church Hall, Breaston 

  Sat 25th February 10 til 12  

Entrance to our coffee morning is FREE 

 
Charles will be available for valuations -  one valuation per person , £1 

 

All proceeds to Sands Stillbirth & Neonatal Death Society  
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Loved Playing Football? 
If you ever played football and thought that your playing days were over, think again. 

Riverside FC runs a team for the over 50s in the Derbyshire Evening league. Walking 

Football is taking off in Derbyshire as we, the silver generation, enjoy playing and mixing 

with people we played against in our youth.  

Riverside Walking Football Club meets every Tuesday at Wilsthorpe School Gym at 18:00. 

We play league matches at Springwood Leisure Centre about once a month and intend to 

enter the Derbyshire FA Walking Festivals throughout the coming months. The Festivals 

are very friendly occasions where competition isnôt the main consideration. Teams can be 

mixed: ladies, donôt think that this is a male-only preserve. We are an inclusive club and 

welcome everyone to our Tuesday turn up and play sessions. Age isnôt an issue for these as 

we have some younger players who enjoy playing this version of the game. The rules are 

simple, no running and enjoy yourself! All you need is a pair of trainers and the love of the 

game to improve fitness and meet like-minded people. 

 

For further details please ring David Hewitt on 07702 694994 
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Contacts  

Draycott 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Sylvia Seabury 01332 873828 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Di Aram 07825 726880 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson alesi4@sky.com  01332 872615 

Guides Lynn Palmer 07528 426 961 
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Breaston 
St. Michaelôs  Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priests Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

  Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07761 388 445 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Thelma Mortimer  01332 873312 

Breaston Park Football Club www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Liz Neal 0115 9724042 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

  Adrian Young 07576 869033 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

Methodist Wesley Guild Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Jean Lupton 01332 874170 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams  Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Lunch Club Thelma Mortimer 01332 873312 
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Finallyê 

Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 

I just wanted to pass on the thoughts of the members of Breaston Community Forum 

regarding how lucky we are to have Kate & Duncan, landlords of the Chequers Inn 

supporting us and the village. Since taking over the pub they have both worked hard to 

update the pub whilst retaining its traditional charm, and they have both entered into 

village life with gusto. Since the Forum started to meet in the Chequers we have realised 

that they both have a keen commitment to getting more involved and they have been 

totally supportive of our organisation. Nothing seems to be too much trouble for them 

and they have offered more and more to us over the last year. This year they have agreed 

to become a central óhubô for the Forum where posters & information on Forum events 

will be available. They are also going to collect any fees for our events for us and generally 

be available for us. This will be an excellent opportunity for us to be more accessible to 

village residents and we canôt thank Kate & Duncan enough. 

If you havenôt yet sampled the Chequers I urge you to do so ï Iôm sure you will be 

impressed. I hasten to add that they have no idea that this letter has been sent and they 

are not seeking thanks! 

Julie Rowlinson, Chair of Breaston Community Forum 
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