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Thought for the month  
 

All over the world, people will have been welcoming in the New Year 

with all manner of celebrations, parties and fireworks. In my days as a 

bellringer, we often rang in the New Year and delighted in making more 

noise than anyone else on that special night ï you could hear the bells 

for miles, and then in the early hours, weôd all troop out into the night 

air where the cold and dark would suddenly hit us ï a sharp contrast to 

our cosy, brightly lit belfry. 

The New Year is often a time of contrasts. As we look back over the past 

year, for most people there will be good times of light, but also times of 

great darkness in our lives. We look to the year ahead with anticipation, 

but also anxiety over many issues. We wish each other a happy and 

prosperous New Year, knowing that for some it will not be so, and yet 

we still go forward in that hope. 

 The birth of Christ was told to the shepherds, surrounded by light and 

glory, while the light of a star brought the Wise men to worship the 

infant Jesus. So what happens to the message of Christmas when the 

Christmas lights have been packed away for another year and the 

fireworks all spent? 

For Christians this is just the beginning, for the light of Christ in our 

lives can never be put out. His light shines upon all who will receive it ï 

not just the good, and worthy, but all mankind no matter who or what 

we are. 

The New Year is a time for making a new start; a time for New Year 

Resolutions perhaps, all too often a list of great ideas that wonôt last until 

February, or really see us through uncertain times and our anxieties. 

But, there is one thought we can carry with us, into the New Year no 

matter who we are or how our lives are lived, both in prosperity and 

adversity. It comes in the form of this piece of writing which may be 

familiar to some. 

ñAnd I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year 

Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown 
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And he replied 

Go out boldly into the darkness 

Put your hand into the hand of God 

That shall be to you better than any light 

And safer than any known way.ò 

A very happy New Year. 

Ruth Pechey  
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Publishers 
Breaston and Draycott Village News is published by St. Michaelôs PCC 
on behalf of churches and organisations in Breaston and Draycott. 

Contact the editor c/o St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Main Street, Breaston, 
DERBY, DE72 3DX, or see details on page 40. 

Subscription 
Please note: The yearly subscription for the magazine is now due. We 

have kept the price at Ã4.50 for 12 issues. 

Copy Day 
For the next issue of the magazine is Tuesday 17th January 
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All copy to be submitted to Breaston Church Office by email please 
(magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com). Draycott news can be passed to 
Revôd Gary Dundas 872893 or Bernard Carter 874974 by the 15th of the 
month to be forwarded to the Church Office by the copy day. We regret that 
late copy will have to be held over 

New Distributor 
A new distributor is required for Maylands Ave. It would be very much 

appreciated if anyone would be able to take on this task. 

Editorial 
Breaston and Draycott Village News aims to provide a digest of news 

items from both villages, from organisations, churches, and parish 

councils, together with articles of more general interest, and the 

occasional poem (I was going to say ñthe odd poemò, but that would have 

been discourteous to the poets!) 

Weôve been in this new format for a whole year. The question for you is: 

are we hitting the spot?  Is there anything youôd like to see more of ï or 

less of? Can you contribute? 

Sudoku 
 

This is apparently (weôve not tried 

it ourselves!) of medium 

difficulty. (Itôs a ñproperò 

Sudoku: in other words, the 

initial numbers are laid out in a 

symmetrical fashion.) 

 

See page 41 for the solution 

  



 

 6 

6 

 

Breaston  Village  News   

 
Playground improvements  
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the survey conducted by 

Breaston Community Forum and the Parish Council over the summer, 

which explored how we could improve the playground on Perks Park in 

Breaston (off Longmoor Lane). The results of the survey showed that 

there was a real need for some new equipment, particularly for younger 

children. We are delighted to let you know that we have been successful 

in securing Ã7,000 of funding from Derbyshire County Council's 

Community Priorities Programme so hopefully you will see some new 

pieces of equipment. Particular thanks go to Nicala O'Leary (Clerk, 

Breaston Parish Council) and Councillor Robert Parkinson for 

submitting the funding application. 

Corinne Poland 

Secretary, Breaston Community Forum 

Funding for the Quarterly Newsletter  
More good news! The Community Forum has been successful in 

obtaining a Ã400 grant towards the cost of printing a yearôs worth of the 

quarterly newsletter (not this magazine, but the single sheet flyer that 

goes to every house in the village). 

If you would like something publicised in the newsletter, get in touch 

with Julie Rowlinson by email to jools.r@tiscali.co.uk. 

Julie Rowlinson 

Chairman, Breaston Community Forum 

mailto:jools.r@tiscali.co.uk
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Parish Council 
 

Carols on Duffield Close  
On Friday 9th December a large crowd of 

villagers joined together to sing carols on 

Duffield Close, accompanied by the 

Salvation Army Band. Councillor Kevin 

Miller introduced the evening with a 

ceremonial switching-on of the village 

Christmas lights. After that, he guided us 

through the programme ï this year, without 

many of his Christmas jokes (come on, 

Kevin ï no new ones?!). The Brownies 

entertained us, and Revôd Chris Smedley 

encouraged us to remember that just as we all need to be loved, we are 

indeed loved by God ï so much so that he sent his Son to be with usé 

which is what Christmas is all about. 

Later on in the evening, Santa made his 

usual appearance, distributing sweets 

to children young and old. And we were 

amply refreshed: we munched our way 

through 144 mince pies and 144 stollen 

and 20 litres of mulled cider! Thanks to 

the Salvation Army band, Brownies, 

Scouts, Santa, Chris Smedley, all the 

Councillors and Dave Sims, our sound 

man. Particular thanks to Tony 

Sheldrick for his skills with the marquee. A great evening was had by all. 

Road works  
Breaston has been plagued by roadworks in the closing months of 2016 

(and perhaps in January, too).  If itôs not gas, then itôs water! Many 

residents have been concerned about the planted bulbs, particularly 
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along Wilsthorpe Road. The Parish Clerk, Nicala OôLeary, has received 

reassurances from both Laing OôRourke and National Grid that the 

verges would be reinstated and that they would replace any bulbs 

damaged whilst work was being carried out in the village. 

(See also the letter on page 38) 

Menõs Danger Club 
I realise that this report will be in the January Breaston and Draycott 

Magazine because we meet on the fourth Friday of the month which is 

after the Magazineôs print deadline. But this is an insight as to how the 

men of the Danger Club enable themselves to assimilate knowledge and 

techniques to astound family and friends. 

Party tricks? Comical monologues? How to be the best at Karaoke? None 

of these but the subtle and delicate art of combining a variety of 

ingredients to produce taste-delighting COCKTAILS. Under the 

guidance of John Richards we created a variety of cocktails complete 

with the vital measures, ice and cocktail shakers. We experienced the 

difference between a ñDry Martiniò cocktail and a ñSweet Martiniò 

cocktail, so simple. And then the ñDirty Martiniò! Over the years, the 

ratio of gin to vermouth has varied, with the amount of vermouth 

becoming less from 3:1 in the 1930ôs to 15:1 in the late 20th century, as 

the óSweet Young Thingsô to the business people of today prefer the taste 

of the gin! 

 We learnt how to turn a ñBloody Maryò into a ñBloody Marieò and there 

was no escaping the ñOld Fashionedò with its maraschino cherry! 

Penultimately the ñDark and Stormyò, rum (the dark) and ginger beer 

(the stormy) served over ice and garnished with a slice of lime. 

Finally, from what we had learned it was our turn to concoct our own 

cocktail. Noting that most cocktails used only a few ingredients most 

tables managed quite tasty ones. Other tables found out that a 

combination of too many spiritsé well, the least said the better. 
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During all this mixing of cocktails John talked about many interesting 

facts and details. The first printed cocktail recipe was in 1831 by Captain 

J.E. Alexander. 

The word Cocktail may mean a beverage to contain three or more 

ingredients of which one must be alcohol, otherwise itôs a Mocktail or 

Virgin Cocktail. One version for the origin of the word is that they were 

stirred by a cockôs tail.  

We learnt about the ingredients of Captain Morganôs Rum and the 

techniques and flavours in producing Jack Danielôs. The mash, made 

from corn, rye and malted barley is distilled in copper stills then filtered 

through 10-foot stacks of sugar maple charcoal which removes 

impurities.  

Angostura bitters are a key ingredient in many cocktails. They were 

originally used to help with upset stomachs of the soldiers in the armies 

of Simon Bolivar.  

Our thanks to John for such an interesting and enjoyable evening. 

Our January meeting will be a talk about the ñTall Shipsò organised by 

Kevin Miller who has a keen interest and is a strong supporter in them. 

It will be at St. Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott, on Friday 27th. January 

2017 at 7.30p.m. Please feel free to join us.  

John Skinner 

Poppies 
Remember the knitted 

poppies that graced the 

village in November? Well, 

they were on sale in the Co-

op for anyone who wanted 

to make a donation. A 

wonderful total of Ã504.11 

was raised; this was 

presented to Paul Jarvis 

(chairman of the Long Eaton branch of the Royal British Legion) by 
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Maggie Throup MP (seen accompanied by Cllr Kevin Miller in the 

photo). Many thanks to all who contributed ï what a generous crowd 

Breaston residents are! And not just Breaston ï the Long Eaton branch 

overall raised nearly Ã50,000 this year ï a marvelous result. 

Breaston Flower Circle 
ôThe Most Magical Time of the Yearõ ð June Borrowdale  
June Borrowdale set the Christmas season off to a spectacular start at 

the Open Demonstration of Breaston Flower Circle on the 22nd 

November at the Duchess Theatre, Long Eaton. 

June began with the most iconic shape of Christmas, the Christmas tree. 

She built up a simple structure using Conifer and Fatsia leaves, which 

she enhanced with silver baubles to provide sparkle and gold beaded 

midelino sticks to add bounce and flurry. 

From then on, nothing was simple. 

Decorative wire was used to make a trellis which supported the vivid and 

brilliant red of the Amaryllis. These were on a bed of strong shaped 

foliage and flowers, where complimentary colours harmonised and set 

off one another. 

Her other arrangements included the clever use of a statement flower 

amidst the twigs of the Silver Birch. This was encompassed by the 

delicate hues of pink Spider Chrysanthemums and Avalanche Roses 

which tumbled elegantly in a cascade of sprayed foliage and silver and 

white decoratively twisted wire. 

Elsewhere nothing was subtle! Bling was in 

abundance in angel hair, glittering baubles, 

sparkly tinkling bells and gold and silver spray 

nestled amidst Ilex Berries and copper wire.   

The culmination of the evening was a 

traditional pedestal design using exotic 

flowers to surround sprayed twigs from the Silver Birch. Protea were a 

perfect companion for the velvety texture of red Naomi Roses and 
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provided the backdrop for the delicate Anthuriums balanced like the 

most fragile of butterflies on the flowing shapes of Eucalyptus and 

sprayed Palm leaves. The crowning glory was the addition of the 

seemingly ever moving red Gloriosa Lilies. Nothing quite compares with 

the beauty of this climbing lily with its abundance of flowers with petals 

that curl backward to resemble a flash of brilliant flames. 

The whole stage was stunning. A gem of an evening and a credit to all 

involved. 

Members and guests are welcome at the next demonstrations to be held 

at the Methodist Centre, Breaston: 

January 24th 2017, 7.30pm, óA Jewellery Collectionô by Jean Fordham 

February 28th 2017, AGM at 7.00 pm followed by óTwists and Turnsô by 

Roma Berridge 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 

In operation since 2009, the Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme aims to 
help make life easier for people in Breaston who need help with day to 
day problems. We have a team of volunteers who are willing to help 
others in their community in a number of ways, including: 

¶  giving lifts to hospitals or doctorsô surgeries 

¶  collecting pensions and prescriptions 

¶  one-off tidy up of a garden 

¶  help with filling forms 

¶  minor household repairs such as checking smoke alarms and 

replacing batteries if needed 

¶  help with shopping 

If you need help in any of these ways, simply ring 07821 657 684, leave 

a message, and weôll match you with one of our volunteers. 

Please note that this is not an emergency service ï we usually ask for a 

couple of daysô notice. And itôs only for Breaston residents: Draycott are 

hoping to start a similar scheme soon. 
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Dr aycott  Village  News  

Church Wilne Rotary Club 
Charity Horse Ride Presentation  

The Trent Lock Golf and Country club was the special venue for the 

clubôs presentation following its 11th charity horse ride last September. 

President Simon Beal welcomed 29 club guests who consisted of the 

many event sponsors, the landowners and many others who helped on 

the day. He also welcomed 43 club members who had given so much in 

many ways to again ensure a successful club event. 

He said that without the landowners support the event would never take 

place and he also thanked the Locko Park estate owners. On the day 

there was 85 Rotarians and friends who all ensured the riders had a day 

to remember. 

Simon welcomed Mary Rose from Tree Tops Hospice Care and Colette 

Richardson from the Derbyshire, Leicestershire and Rutland Air 

Ambulance who both received a cheque for Ã4,720 

Colette gave a huge thank you to the club and said that each Air 

Ambulance mission costs around Ã1,700 and they currently get between 

3 and 5 missions a day. From last January they have a night service and 

they are called upon the same as daytime. She spoke about a recent 

serious car crash when the driver was hit head on at 70mph when an Air 

Ambulance was just 2 minutes away and 2 months later he had fully 

recovered from his many broken bones and his wife said ñIf it had not 

been for the Air Ambulance her husband would not be alive todayò 

Mary Rose on behalf of Tree Tops Hospice Care in also thanking the club 

said that every penny counts. She spoke about the services offered at the 

day unit a Risley, which are open Monday to Friday. Also their 

bereavement service for Derbyshire, their information and support 

service, which gives help, advice and counselling. They also have a silent 

service with many nurses available 24/7 and 365 days a year. 
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Rotarian Michael Massie thanked the club on behalf of the sponsors and 

landowners for its hospitality and said ñlong may this event continueò 

Former member of the Rotary Club Quentin Robbins, who continues to 

help on the day said ñ the camaraderie is great, the event works and goes 

well, itôs a great day and thanks to Rotary for doing it so wellò 

Volunteering Matters  
On Monday 28th November to Rotary Club of Church Wilne welcomed 

Gill Black from Volunteering Matters who are based in Derby. 

Volunteering Matters is funded by Derby City Council to provide 

services for children in care and includes their independent visitor 

service; children care council and an independent advocacy service. 

Volunteering Matters is most successful and has around 30,000 who 

volunteer and are matched with a child or young person to meet up on a 

one-to-one basic once a fortnight. One week they may be ten-pin 

bowling or a walk in the park or the next week they may go out for a 

meal. Whatever activities the child or young person chooses to do they 

will have fun and can be with somebody who is independent. 

In the Derby area there are 475 children in care and currently they now 

have 80 volunteers from 20 to 75 years old.  

Their volunteers are given 2 days of training and the next course is 

planned for February. Currently just 25% of volunteers are male who 

provide that important male role model. Also just 3% of the population 

provides 80% of volunteers within the UK. They are looking initially for 

a yearôs commitment for a new volunteer and Gill spoke about some of 

their many successes with some becoming good friends after 10 years 

staying with them. 

For more information of Rotary, our speaker evenings and the main 

activities by Church Wilne Rotary Club contact Nigel Roberts at 

rcce1220@gmail.com. 

Ray Terry 

For the Rotary Club of Church Wilne 
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Church Christmas Dinner 
70 people enjoyed a traditional Christmas Dinner in St Maryôs Hall, 

prepared and served by the Church catering team. The local choir 

ñDraycott Soundsò sang a choice of songs and carols during the interval. 

Gary was the compere and Robert Guest thanked the singers, the 

caterers and all who decorated the hall and gave prizes for the Raffle ï 

organised by Kris Bingham. 

Draycott Parish Council 
New Councillor  
The Council is pleased to report that it has a new Councillor. Darren 

Gelsthorpe was co-opted as a Member at the December meeting. To find 

out more about Darren and how to contact him please visit the óYour 

Councillorsô page. 

Leisure Green ð Multi -use games area  
Work has recently been carried out to resurface and remark the MUGA 

at the Leisure Green. The work was funded from an Awards for All grant. 

Anti-social behaviour ï there are often cases of anti-social behaviour 

from young people meeting at the Leisure Green. If you are a parent, 

please remind your children that the area is there for everyone and anti-

social actions by just a few spoil it for everyone. 

Community speedwatch  
Our PCSO Karen Pykett carries out regular speed checks in the village. 

She would like your help. If you would like to help keep speeds down in 

the village and have a few minutes to spare now and again please contact 

the Parish Clerk and she will pass your details on to Karen. 

Draycott Millennium Green Trust  
We have just heard that the Trust has not been shortlisted by the Big 

Lottery for its Peopleôs project. The Trust will however seek to continue 

with the object of providing a low-level cycle track on the Teenage area. 

We will keep you informed of how the project progresses. 
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Church  News  

Church Calendars 
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Regular events 
St. Michaels,  Breaston  
Every Wednesday 2.30pm ï 3.30pm Church open 

Every Saturday 10.30am ï Noon Church open 

Every Thursday 9.30am Holy Communion 

First Sunday 7.30pm Breaston Churches Together Prayer and 

Praise at the Methodist Church 

1st Tuesday 7.30pm Julian Meeting 

3rd Tuesday 2.15pm Julian Meeting 

Last Wednesday 2.00pm Womenôs Fellowship 

St. Maryõs, Draycott  

The Coffee Morning in December raised Ã81.00. A sincere thank you to 

Kathleen & Carolyn who served the coffee and cake, the stall holders ï 

Pat, Toni & Sarah and Betty & Christine who organise the raffle. Many 

thanks to those who make cakes and produce for sale. Over Ã1,000 is 

raised over the year, through the Coffee Mornings, which is a great help 

for Church Funds. Please continue to help us. 

No Coffee Morning in January  

Breaston Methodist Church News 
The start of another year and longer, warmer days ahead as the seasons 

change. From the Methodist Church, we wish you all a happy, healthy 

New Year. 

We were very sorry to learn that Audrey Keeling passed away on 4th 

December and we send our sincere sympathy to George and their family.  

Audrey featured in the founding and running of the Young Wives Group 

back in the 1960's and a number of those young wives and mums are no 

longer with us. We formed a musical group and entertained the disabled 

residents at Staunton Harold Cheshire Home.  I remember that some of 

them painted the most wonderful pictures by holding a paint brush in 

their mouths. 
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We also send our condolences to Carol Cox on the death of her husband, 

Ken. Carol has helped in many ways at many events in our church hall. 

We remember both these families in our prayers and ask that they feel 

God's comfort around them in their time of need. 

Thelma Mortimer 

The Wesley Guild, Breaston 
The Guild takes place every Thursday at 7.30pm in the Methodist 

Church Hall and everyone is welcome.  The programme for January is 

as follows: 

  Jan 5th ñIsraelò(Illustrated) Mrs Elaine Liquorish 

 12th ñDown the Rabbit Holeò (Illustrated) Margaret Gregory 

 19th Talk by 'Framework' Representative 

 26th Games/Quiz Evening   

  Feb 2nd Mrs Margaret  Barker 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 
Dates for Lunch Club in 

 January are: 6th & 20th  

 February 3rd  

Anyone with a car and a little time to spare would be appreciated to 

convey participants to and from the Lunch Club held in the Methodist 

Hall. Lunch Club is held on alternate Fridays.  Please contact Thelma on 

01332 873312 if you can help.   

To make you smile 
A passenger jet was suffering in a severe thunder storm.  As the 

passengers were being bounced around by the turbulence, a young 

woman turned to the Minister sitting next to her and, with a nervous 

laugh, asked him, ñReverend, you're a man of God, can't you do 

something about this storm?ò  To which he replied, ñLady, I'm in Sales, 

not Management.ò 
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The Draycott Guild 
We meet in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Market Street Draycott 

at 7.30pm. Membership is Ã7 for sessions January to April. Give us a try 

  Jan 4th Our new season begins with an evening of table games and 

puzzles 

  18th ñElvaston Castleò An illustrated talk by Nigel Brooks 

Please come and join us. You will receive a warm welcome. 

 

Friends of St Chadõs 2017 Membership 
If you are interested in joining the óFriendsô and supporting the 

commitment to preserve this lovely ancient building, then please call the 

Membership Secretary Jackie Enever 01332 873140. You could also call 

in at Gary Dundas at Draycott to obtain a membership application form. 

Only Ã8 each or Ã12 for a family 

 

Church Christmas Decorations 
Again, there have been many comments on the beauty of the church 

buildings this Christmas. On behalf of those who have appreciated the 

work put in with the decorations, I would like to thank everyone who has 

contributed in any way. It wouldnôt be right to try and thank everyone 

by name in this article but I would like to thank Richard and Janet, who 

always provide us with a lovely tree at St. Maryôs. We are always 

fortunate to have the Rotary Club of Church Wilne to provide the tree 

for St. Chadôs and this year their offer to decorate it too ï thank you. 

Gary Dundas 
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Lay reader 
Jo Whitehead has been at St. Michaelôs, Breaston for a while now, and is 

on the preaching team there. But she has a multitude of other roles. She 

has recently moved from teaching at St. Johnôs College, Bramcote to 

become the chaplain of Derby High School. She has also been appointed 

as an additional chaplain at the Cathedral in Derby. To enable her to 

perform these various roles fully, she has recently been licensed as a Lay 

Reader within the Church of England at a ceremony conducted by 

Bishop Jan. 

Rev'd Chris Smedley and Denise Gould (Head of Derby High School) 

with Jo and Bishop Jan 
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Children  and  Youth  

 
Who For? Everyone! Children must come with an adult. Come and join 

us for crafts, fun, food and worship. Organised by Draycott Churches 

Together, we meet in Draycott Methodist Church, on the corner of 

Market Street & Derwent Street, on the 2nd Monday each month.  

Next meeting 8th January 3.30pm ï 5.30pm. 

COME AND JOIN US FOR CRAFTS, FUN, FOOD AND WORSHIP. 

Further information, speak to Pat Hopgood (07582 819345) or Mary 

Murden (01332 873388) 

Scouts, Guides, Brownies & Rainbows 
Breaston Brownies and Rainbows. 

Brownies meet in the Hall on Mondays - For more information contact 

Brown Owl, Louisa Theyers  on 01332 232366. 

Rainbows also meet in the Breaston Methodist Church Hall on 

Tuesdays from 5.00pm. Contact Melanie Arden on 01332 875059. 

1st Draycott Brownies  meet on Thursdays 6ï7:15pm in St Maryôs 

during term time. Spaces available now! Contact Caroline on 07871 

103861 or draycottbrownowl@gmail.com or look at 

www.girlguiding.co.uk to register online. 

Breaston Scout Group meets on Monday nights in the Scout Hall on 

Blind Lane. Helpers are urgently needed. Contact Angela on 07812 

726 988. 
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Risley Guides meet in St Maryôs Church Hall, Draycott on Tuesdays 

6.30 ï 7.45 pm (term time). Spaces are available now. Contact Lynn on 

07528 426 961 or www.girlguiding.org.uk to register.  

 

Explorers is St. Michaelôs new afterschool club. It takes place in the 

church hall every Tuesday during term time from 3:30-4:30pm.  

The club is for any children in school years 3, 4, 5 or 6. It is a lot of fun, 

with games, competitions, crafts and a Bible story. All children are 

placed into 1 of 4 teams and the team at the end of each half term with 

the most points, win prizes for all its members.  

To help parents, Simon and the team go over to Firfield School at 

3:25pm and collect any children attending the club and then walk them 

back to the church hall. This means parents simply have to come to the 

church hall at 4:30pm to pick up their children.  

If you have children or know of children who attend Firfield school who 

would like to come, please email Simon at simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

for a consent form.  

 

Youth Caf® news 
Tuesdays: School year 7 (Year 6 will be invited 

to join in the summer term of 2017) 

Fridays: School years 8-11 

Thank you to all the support from everyone 

involved and for our awesome young people 

from in and around Breaston. We now have 

almost 50 young people a week coming to Youth 

Caf®. 

Simon Bentley St Michaels Youth and Community Worker 

simonpbentley@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:simonpbentley@hotmail.com
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Articles  

Breaston Stepping Stones Club 
The children have once again made us very proud leaders as we 

performed a dance show at Friesland school, Sandiacre on Wednesday 

23rd November. We had a full audience who enjoyed dances from 

Jungle Book, The Sound of Music, Grease, the Charleston and many 

more. A total of Ã715 was raised for Children in Need; Pudsey will be 

pleased. Thank you to everyone who made this possible. 

Stepping Stones meet in St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Breaston on 

Wednesday evenings between 4.30pm and 6.30pm, ages 3 to 14yrs all 

welcome. 

Julie Phillips and Hayley York 

Successful local girl with Draycott 

family ties 
Lydia Fasey began her school days at local schools including Ockbrook 

Moravian School before moving on to Trent College where, in her final 

year, she became Head of School before qualifying for a place at 

Birmingham Medical School. In her last speech as Head of School Lydia 

thanked her parents, the teachers and all the staff who had helped with 

her education. 

Her Grandparents, John and Christine Darby live in Borrowash but 

lived in Draycott for a number of years where both their children, 

Amanda (Lydiaôs mum) and Andrew (her uncle) attended Draycott 

Village Primary School. Great Grandparents, Doris and Vic Darby lived 

at Hopewell Road in Draycott before moving to Breaston. Her Great, 

Great Grandparents, William and Elizabeth Rose also lived in Hopewell 

Road as did her Great, Great, Great Grandparents, Stephen and Ellen 

Pickering. The stained glass window of the Blessed Virgin Mary with the 
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Christ Child, in memory of the Pickering family, has recently been 

restored and re-framed in St. Maryôs Church, Draycott. 

Lydia is now studying to be a doctor at Birmingham Medical School. 

When not at University, Lydia lives at home in Borrowash. All her family 

and friend wish Lydia continued success with her studies. Who knows? 

She may become our local doctor one day! 

Amazing Event 
A number of booklets about holidays abroad have arrived through my 

door recently. Most of them are to do with warm seas and sunny 

beachesé but not all. Some were tempting us to leave the over-

indulgence of Christmas and head for the cold crisp air of the mountains, 

strapping on a pair of skis to enjoy whizzing down the slopes! 

At about the same time, I was reading a book by a man I have met from 

time to time. He is Dr. Clifford Hill. He has been a consultant used by 

the government, the police and the prison service. He has been used as 

part of broadcast work on race relations, especially in the east end of 

London. He is a lecturer in sociology, and a well-known Christian 

preacher. 

The story begins when he has been invited to be guest speaker at a 

European Convention of Campus Crusade, held in the little ski town of 

Adelboden in Switzerland. His first lecture in the morning coincided 

with the start of the Ski World Cup. Making the most of a free afternoon, 

he set out with his wife and many others to walk the two miles via 

mountain paths to the competition slopes. 

On the way ï remember, he is a Christian ï he had a growing awareness 

of the presence of God. He knew it wasnôt a response to the grandeur of 

the scenery: he felt that God was going to show him something special. 

They watched the skiing, but nothing happened that was special or unusual.  

As the TV crews stowed their equipment away, he and the others 

followed the large crowd threading its way along the icy, snow-packed 

trail, which in some places was only four feet wide. At one point, the path 

turned a sharp bend, where there was a low wooden guard rail on the 
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other side of which was a very steep snow-covered slope below which 

was a precipice with a sheer drop of over a hundred feet on rocks below. 

They had hardly turned this corner when the air was rent by the piercing 

scream of a child just behind him. She had missed her footing on the icy 

bend, had slipped under the guard rail and was now sliding fast down 

that steep slope towards the edge of the precipice. Dr. Clifford swung 

round and together with hundreds of others stood unable to move, 

helplessly watching the small figure of a three- or four-year-old girl 

sliding down the mountainside, on her stomach, feet first with arms and 

legs outstretched, screaming, and her eyes looking imploringly upwards. 

Dr. Clifford says that he would never forget the look of helpless terror in 

that childôs eyes as her little body gathered speed on its way to certain 

death. 

Within seconds, while the first screams of the child were echoing across 

the valley, a man hurled himself through the crowd, leapt over the guard 

rail and ran down the slope with such speed that, careless of his own 

safety, he began to overtake the child. It was little short of a miracle how 

he kept his balance on such an acute slope; a few more steps took him 

past and below the child. He stopped in a flurry of snow and digging his 

ski boots deep into the snow he gathered the child up, some ten feet 

short of the precipice. She flung her arms around his neck and clung 

tightly to him, still sobbing, but now with relief. 

The man (presumably her father) stood a while to regain his breath 

before carefully digging his boots against the snow and ice as he began 

the tortuous ascent to safety. He eventually reached the barrier where 

willing hands took the child into the comfort of her motherôs arms. 

It was then that Dr. Clifford heard God say to him ñThis is what I brought 

you to see. You saw a little child sliding to certain destruction. You heard 

her cry for help. You saw her father not hesitate to respond, flinging 

himself into danger to rescue his child. Well, that is how I love My 

children!ò.  ñLord, that is wonderful!ò, Dr. Clifford said, then he sensed 

a rebuke; ñWhy do you say that is wonderful? Do you think I would do 

less than a human father? My love for all my children is as great as that 

fatherôs love for his child ï and a million times more! Didnôt my 
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wonderful son go to the limits of the cross to save you? Now go and tell 

my people that I love them more than they will ever understand.ò 

So if you feel that your life is sliding out of control, and that you are 

sliding towards an abyss, then cry out to Him, and your heavenly Father 

will be there, because he loves you so! 

Les Barnard  

Recipe for January  
Lemon Chiffon Sponge  
 

Ingredients  

¶ 250g cake flour  

¶ 1 tablespoon baking powder  

¶ 1 teaspoon salt  

¶ 100g caster sugar  

¶ 125ml vegetable oil  

¶ 6 egg yolks  

¶ 180ml water 

¶ 1 tablespoon lemon zest  

¶ 6 egg whites  

¶ 1/2 teaspoon cream of tartar  

¶ 150g caster sugar  

¶ 1 recipe lemon cream filling  

¶ 8 lemon slices or grated lemon zest.  

Method  
Prep:45min  ü  Cook:1hr  ü  Extra time:15min  ü  Ready in:2hr   

Preheat the oven to 180 C / Gas mark 4. 

In a large bowl, combine flour, baking powder, salt and 100g sugar. Add 

oil, egg yolks, water and lemon zest. Beat with an electric mixer until 

smooth. 

http://allrecipes.co.uk/recipe/7075/lemon-cream-filling.aspx
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In a small bowl, beat egg whites and cream of tartar until peaks form. 

Gradually add 150g sugar, and beat until very stiff and shiny peaks form. 

Fold 1/3 of the whites into the cake mixture, then quickly fold in 

remaining whites until no streaks remain. Turn cake mixture into 

ungreased 25cm tube cake tin. 

Bake in the preheated oven for 60 minutes or until a skewer inserted in 

the centre comes out clean. Invert cake and cool completely in tin. When 

cool, loosen edges and shake tin to remove cake. 

Prepare the filling according to recipe instructions. 

To assemble cake: Slice cake horizontally into 3 equal layers. Fill layers 

with filling. Spread remaining filling on top layer. Decorate with lemon 

slices. 

Did You Know? 
¶ 11% of people are left handed 

¶ The average person falls asleep in 7 minutes 

¶ A bear has 42 teeth 

¶ An ostrich's eye is bigger than its brain 

¶ Lemons contain more sugar than strawberries      

¶ 8% of people have an extra rib 

¶ Rabbits like licorice 

¶ The Hawaiian alphabet has 13 letters 

¶ Reindeer like bananas 

¶ The most commonly used letter in the alphabet is E 

¶ Dreamt is the only word that ends in mt 
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The Artful Dodger 
A man thought his house needed some new pictures, so he decided to 

visit the Louvre Museum in Paris and help himself to a few of the many 

works of art housed there. He got past security, took some paintings, and 

made it safely to his van. However, he was captured a short distance 

away when his van ran out of fuel. When asked how he could 

mastermind such a crime, then make such an obvious error, he thought 

quickly and replied, "Monsieur, I took the paintings because I had no 

Monet to buy Degas to make the Van Gogh. I knew I had De Gaulle to do 

it and I felt I had nothing Toulouse.ò 

Cartoon 
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Poetry  Pages 

Our Village News 
 

What a galaxy of covers there were last year 

showing events both far and near, 

depicting the seasons, recalling the past, 

celebrations of triumphs, compassion for loss, 

telling us what was coming, and of what had just been. 

 

We remembered the Queen in her 90th year 

with parties and flowers and great sounds of cheer; 

in the Bank Holidays each village displayed 

the talents of residents in various ways; 

we feel proud of the awards each village received, 

we'll be trying for more as this year proceeds. 

 

Now let us thank God, who looks down from above, 

for the blessings He sent through his sacred love. 

 

Jay 2017   

 

 

 
 

  [Thank you, Jay ï glad you liked the covers!  Ed.]   
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New Year 
 

Yes, itôs the start of a brand new year 

Filled with hope, filled with fear. 

Nobody knows what the future will bring 

Will we be out or will we be in? 

 

We live in a world thatôs a dangerous place 

Thereôs a lot to fear, and a lot to face. 

Can we rely on those in charge? 

Some say as long as itôs not Nigel Farage! 

 

Is Teresa the one we can count upon? 

She seems to be one who is bold and strong, 

Keeping the government up to speed ï 

Yes, sheôs a person who could succeed. 

 

Not to worry: only time will tell 

Will this year be heaven or will it be hell? 

All we can do is hope and pray 

That St. Teresa will find a way! 

 

Daisy May É 2016   
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Events  

Burns Night Supper 
Saturday 30th January 7.30pm 

Tickets Ã8.00 

In St Maryôs Church Hall 

Haggis & Neeps followed by a lovely sweet 

Tickets will be available from Gary Dundas, Pat Fessey 

and Kathleen Poyser 

Life Drawing in Draycott 
Wednesday 11th January: Life Drawing starts again in St. Maryôs Church 

Hall, 6:30ï9:30pm. Booking essential. 

Long Eaton Operatic Society Youth 

Group 
 

Following on from their highly successful production of Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicolor DreamcoatÈ Jr, LEOS Youth Group are proud to 

present Annie Jr from 16th/18th February 2017 at the Duchess Theatre, 

Long Eaton.  

Annie Jr is a Broadway musical based upon the popular comic strip 

óLittle Orphan Annieô.  It tells of a young girl who rises from rags to riches 

simply by charming everyone's hearts, despite a next-to-nothing start in 

1930s New York City. Annie is determined to find the parents who 

abandoned her years ago on the doorstep of an orphanage run by the 

cruel Miss Hannigan.   

The songs "Tomorrow" and "It's a Hard Knock Life" are among its most 

popular musical numbers in the show.  With plenty of parts and rousing 

choruses there are lots of opportunities for all the youngsters to 
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showcase their talents.   So, if you have an opportunity to come and see 

Annie Jr, everyone would be delighted to see you there.    

Tickets are on sale now priced Ã8 & Ã7 (concessions Saturday Matinee 

only) and are available from: 

¶ www.duchess-theatre.com booking fee applies (Ticketsource) 

¶ LEOS Youth Group Box Office - Mobile No. 07864 033663 

¶ Duchess Theatre, West Gate, Long Eaton on Saturday mornings 

  

NODA AWARD WINNING  

LONG EATON OPERATIC SOCIETY YOUTH GROUP  

PROUDLY PRESENTS THE BROADWAY VERSION  

 

Arcade Players 
Darling Mr London  
Darling Mr London is a hilarious farce from 

the pens of Anthony Marriott and Bob Grant.  

Edward Hawkins, whose hobby is fighting 

mock battles with his toy soldiers, is an 

international telephone operator at the 

Continental Telephone Exchange in London 

where he uses the name of Mr London to chat 

up lady operators all over Europe.  These 

affairs suddenly explode in his face when four 

glamourous females travel to London to 

compete in the Miss Europhone Contest.  

When they all turn up at his home, hilarious complications ensue as 

Edward strives to conceal the ladies from his wife, his brother-in-law ï 

http://www.duchess-theatre.com/
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who is his boss ï his mother-in-law and the lodger, who is a vicar.  A real 

military operation is needed ï will he be victorious? 

Tickets are available online at www.arcadeplayers.co.uk or 

www.duchess-theatre.com.  Alternatively, you can call Arcade Players 

on 01332 875350.  Or why not pop down to the Duchess Theatre, West 

Gate, Long Eaton on a Saturday morning to buy in person and have a 

cup of coffee. 

 

http://www.arcadeplayers.co.uk/
http://www.duchess-theatre.com/
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Finallyê 

Letters to the Editor 
The Patient Ones  
Recently for several weeks the majority of Breaston's villagers, and many 

of Draycott's too, experienced varying degrees of frustration caused by 

the Severn Trent [and Gas! Ed.] modernising programme.  

Probably most people needed to make perhaps two or three journeys a 

day with consequent delays, but consider those who in the course of 

their work duties had to use Wilsthorpe Road several times a day. One 

way traffic is not conducive to good time-keeping! 

In particular I am thinking of the bus drivers endeavouring to conform 

to the bus timetable. I expect they received much 'flak' from passengers 

waiting impatiently in the suburbs of Derby and Nottingham. There 

would be little time to explain about unexpected hazards within our 

villages.  

Nor should we forget our various community workers, such as the care 

workers going to attend to clients' personal needs two or three times 

each day to ensure they remain comfortable within their own homes. 

Some clients can soon become bewildered by erratic arrival times. 

Thank you for your patience, everyone! 

Josephine Eaton 

Got  something  to  say? 
Preferably about our villages? Then write to The Magazine Editor, c/o 

St. Michaelôs Church Hall, Breaston, DERBY DE72 3DX, or email 

magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

 

mailto:magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com
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Contacts  

Draycott 
St. Maryôs, Draycott & St. Chadôs, Wilne 

 Vicar Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priest Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

 Licensed Reader Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Churchwarden Robert Guest 01332 872311 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

 Deputy Wardens Kris Bingham (St Maryôs) 

  Kathleen Poyser (St Chadôs) 

 Treasurer Sarah Johnson 

 Secretary Kris Bingham 

 Sunbeams Ruth Pechey 0115 9726321 

 Discoverers Carolyn Bassett, Donna Scott 

 Flower Secretary Betty Fletcher  

 St Maryôs Hall Pat Fessey 01332 872185 

 Friends of St Chadôs Pam Mee (Secretary) 01332 872148 

Draycott Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Colin Emerson 01332 670587 

 Senior Steward David Murden 01332 873388 

 Hall Hire Sylvia Seabury 01332 873828 

 Wesley Guild John Griffiths 01332 872878 

Draycott Messy Church 

 Pat Stevenson  01332 928412 

Other contacts 

Draycott Village Fund Di Aram 07825 726880 

Draycott W I Kris Bingham krisbingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Draycott Brownies Caroline Riley or 07871 103861 

  Carolyn Bassett 

Draycott & Church Wilne History Group 

  Clive Wilkinson alesi4@sky.com 01332 872615 

Guides Lynn Palmer 07528 426 961 
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Breaston 
St. Michaelôs Church Office  01332 872094 

 The Rector Revôd Chris Smedley 01332 872242 

 Associate Priests Revôd Maria Przeslawski 01332 874480 

  Revôd Gary Dundas 01332 872893 

Breaston Methodist Church 

 Minister Revôd Arnold Dixon 0115 973 4474 

 Deacon Terry Street 0115 973 2045 

Breaston Art Club Julia Gardner 07585 778 207 

Breaston Toddlers Phil Howell 07761 388 445 

Breaston Churches Together Lunch Club 

  Thelma Mortimer  01332 873312 

Breaston Park Football Club www.breastonpark.com 

Breaston Good Neighbour Scheme 07821 657 684 

Breaston WI Liz Neal 0115 9724042 

Brownies Louisa Theyers 01332 872323 

Menôs Danger Club John Skinner  01332 874417 

Rainbows Melanie Arden 01332 875059 

St Michaelôs Childrenôs Groups 

  Simon Bentley  07791 419 595 

Breaston and Draycott Womenôs Fellowship 

  Margaret Gregory 01332 872143 

   or 07957 827 902 

The Village Singers Jan Wilkinson 01332 872753 

Trent and Erewash Embroiderersô Guild 0115 972 3203 

Methodist Wesley Guild Nancy Plummer  01332 873619 

Community Forum Jean Lupton 01332 874170 

Breaston & Draycott Village News 01332 872094 

   magazine@stmichaels2008.plus.com 

Breaston Gala Jonathan Lupton 01332 874170 

   www.breastongala.org.uk 

Sunbeams Annie Noble 07595 351 582 

Pre-School Playgroup Sarah Gallacher 01332 874832 

VIPs and Deaf-Blind Group Nancy Plummer 01332 873619 

Lunch Club Thelma Mortimer 01332 873312 



  41 

 

Sudoku solution 
(see page 5 for the puzzle) 
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